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THE TWO HUNDRED AND SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF COUNCIL,
BEING FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015
At the end of 2015 the Society had 614 individual members, 94 institutional subscribers,
and exchanged its journal with 41 other institutions.
The Society has enjoyed a financially healthy and active year in 2015. Membership
numbers, the bedrock of an organisation such as ours, continue to be sound: a happy state
of affairs not currently enjoyed by all similar bodies. It is particularly gratifying to note
that the subscription increase agreed in order to reduce our current account deficit and to
ensure that the Society can continue with its core activities of publishing Archaeologia
Aeliana and contributing to the housing and running of its publicly accessible library and
collections, has not impacted on membership figures.
An impressive programme of indoor lecture-based meetings and outdoor meetings,
excursions and walks has been available both for members and prospective members of
the Society. The committees of Council have reviewed what has been a largely
successful programme for the past year and plans for 2016 are well advanced and
promise to be as interesting as ever.
The 2015 volume of Archaeologia Aeliana, has confirmed that the quality of material and
production is as high as ever. Work on making the entire run of Archaeologia Aeliana,
along with the historically important, but now no longer published, Proceedings of the
Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle upon Tyne (‘PSAN’) publicly available on-line is
continuing, and it is hoped that PSAN at least will be on-line in the course of 2016. Other
historical documents in the Society’s possession, such as the Poll Book and the 1771
Flood Book have been made available on-line so that they can be used by historians,
amateur and professional, everywhere. The Society’s collection of antiquities continues
to be on public display in the Great North Museum and some items are on loan to other
museums.
In addition to ensuring that bills are paid, membership administration carried out, and
correspondence dealt with, the Executive Committee has been considering the best ways
to develop the Society’s management of risk. In the Library, changes to the contract of
the Librarian have brought about changes in the way it is staffed on one day, which we do
not anticipate will affect its smooth running. It has not been possible to continue Saturday
opening of the Library, due to low take up, but at least the experiment has been tried.
Members have been kept informed about activities and events via the website and the
News Bulletin.
The Society could not function without the involvement of its members, and its
impressive range of activities is organised on an entirely voluntary basis. Anyone who is
interested in tasting the work of committees, or helping in the office at busy times, or
representing us at history fairs, for example, is welcome to get in touch, via the office or
through contact with any committee or Council member. We would also welcome
suggestions for new kinds of activities. The recently formed and very successful 18th
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Century Study Group is an example of such an initiative and would welcome members,
providing an opportunity to become involved in useful research for those for whom
committee work does not appeal.
Finally, members should be pleased to hear that a handsome commemorative plaque,
made on the occasion of the Society’s Bicentenary, has now been erected close to the
junction of Grainger Street and the Bigg Market, as close as possible to the site of the
meeting in the long-vanished Turk’s Head Inn where the Society was founded in 1813.
Permissions
Permission was given on numerous occasions for possessions of the Society in the
Northumberland archives at Woodhorn to be either consulted or copied for research
purposes, or reproduced in publications or exhibitions.
Deaths notified:
The Society learned with great sadness of the death of the following members in 2015
(date of election in brackets):
Dr Margaret Fleming
Mr Joseph Taylor
Mr Collingwood Thompson
Mr Andrew Cox

26/11/1947
30/01/1991
27/08/2003
31/03/2010

THE LIBRARY
During the year 463 items were borrowed by 52 members (only members may borrow),
together with 3 loans to other libraries, and mostly returned on time under the watchful
eye of my fellow librarian, Howard Cleeve. The borrowed items included 181 periodicals
of which a third were publications of the Society. In addition to 78 volumes of periodicals
received by exchange or purchase, 189 books and pamphlets were added by purchase,
exchange or donation from the following donors: Centre for Continuing Education
Library (following its closure), L. Allason-Jones, Anon., Association Northumberland
Local History Societies, , Aycliffe Local History Society, M. Barke, I. Bower, D.J.
Breeze, S. Chambers, Cowen Library, H. Cleeve, C. Fraser Bequest, Glasgow Arch. Soc.,
T. Griffiths, B. Gubbins, Hexham Local History Society, K. Hutchinson, D. Iredale, L.
Jessop, Lonely Tower, S. Lowe, G. McCombie, P. Nicol, D. Peel, M. Preston, A.
Rushworth, Royal Arch. Inst., L. Turnbull. My thanks go to all these donors. A list of the
books added during 2015 and a complete library list will be found on the Society’s
website. We welcome suggestions for books to acquire and also donations, provided we
do not already hold the item.
We are now into our eighth year at the Great North Museum: Hancock and space is
becoming tight. The shelf problem is being resolved by transferring the Scandinavian
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exchange journals to an off-site store we have in the basement of the Discovery Museum,
but at the moment the move is on hold while we devise methods to ensure that should
water ingress there recur we are ready for it.
Discussions around these problems have been conducted by email negating the need for
the library committee to meet, but Richard Pears as Chairman, Howard Cleeve and
myself have attended two Joint Library Liaison meetings discussing cataloguing issues,
Wi-Fi for the library and the short lived Saturday opening of the library.
Meanwhile volunteer Eric Waites has been joined by Michael Barke and Anne Craven in
the on-going shelf checking. We are recording extra items found in books, book plates,
signatures, donations and provenance.
Denis Peel, Honorary Librarian

THE COLLECTIONS
This year the Collections Committee has been looking to the future. There have been
discussions with Woodhorn in regard to a loan agreement for our extensive archives
collections which should ensure this important material is safeguarded for the foreseeable
future. The newly formed 18th Century Studies Group has been doing excellent work on
the 1771 Flood Book, which is housed at Woodhorn, and the famous Poll Book in the
Great North Museum Library, with the result that the transcripts are now on-line and
accessible to all. All the conservation work funded by the National Manuscripts
Conservation Trust has now been completed to a very high standard. Our collection of
First World War posters has been used by a number of organizations as part of their
commemoration events.
We have also been in discussions with Tyne & Wear Archives & Museums about our
collecting policy for archaeological collections, housed at the Great North Museum; this
has resulted in an agreement that any foreign material required for teaching will be
accessed into the University’s collection and not the Society’s – which fits more
comfortably with our policy as set down in 1813. Policies have also been set for loans
and research and discussions are on-going as to long term storage of material not
currently on display. Monthly meetings are held with TWAM personnel to discuss
matters pertaining to our archaeological collections.
Work has been carried out by the Frontiers of the Roman Empire Digital Humanities
Initiative (FREDHI) at Newcastle University, led by Prof. Ian Haynes, Prof. Peter Stone
and Dr Rob Collins, 3-D scanning and digitising images of some of our Roman
collection. The smaller, shinier objects have proved a challenge, due to surface reflection,
but the images of altars and sculpture have been very successful, allowing details to be
clearly seen which tend to elude ordinary photographic techniques.
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Loans in 2015:
Two small cannon, previously in the Black Gate, have been loaned to the Low Lights at
North Shields.
A small Indian mortar, previously in The Keep, has been loaned to the Oriental Museum
at Durham University.
A selection of Roman objects has been loaned to the Heart of the City Trust for display in
the newly refurbished Black Gate.
We have received only a few archaeological acquisitions this year but they have been of
great interest. The most unusual acquisition we have received for some years is the
original Ministry of Works sign for Carrawburgh Roman fort, accompanied by all the
relevant correspondence. This sort of documentation rarely survives intact and provides a
fascinating insight into the management of a Wall fort in the 1950s.
Acquisitions to The Great North Museum:
NEWMA: 2015.15. Information sign and accompanying documentation for the Roman
fort at Carrawburgh. 1950s. Donated by Miss J. Du Cane
NEWMA: 2015.16. Radiate coin from Great Chesters. Roman. Donated by Peter Walsh.
NEWMA: 2015.17. 366 coins. Greek, Roman and Modern. On loan from a member.
Acquisitions to the Society’s collection at Woodhorn:
All the Society’s drawings, prints and paintings which were in the Black Gate have now
been transferred to Woodhorn.
Documentation regarding the Society’s Bicentenary and the 10th and 11th Pilgrimages of
Hadrian’s Wall. Lindsay Allason-Jones.
Documentation regarding Hadrian’s Wall becoming a World Heritage Site and the history
of the Hadrian’s Wall Heritage Trust. Prof. Peter Stone.
Lindsay Allason-Jones
REPORT ON THE SOCIETY’S COLLECTION FROM WOODHORN MUSEUM
AND NORTHUMBERLAND ARCHIVES 2015
Accessions
23/01/2015 NRO 10835 SANT/ADM/18 Material relating to the Society Bicentennial
and the 10th and 11th Annual pilgrimage to Hadrian's Wall. 1949-2014
21/12/2015 NRO 11050 SANT Papers of the Treasurer, Society of Antiquaries of
Newcastle upon Tyne. 1990-2014
Research
Requests
January
February

51
62
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March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

27
24
43
41
47
42
8
33
48
21

Total 447

Topics
Sylvia Coddington is currently collating the research she has done on the Bell Collection
to produce a report on the project.
Dr. Fewster has been looking at the Morpeth Collectanea in preparation of an article on
Morpeth elections for the Surtees Society.
Durham University held an exhibition of the Society's First World War poster collection.
The Woodhorn Trust also held an exhibition of the Society's First World War poster
collection. Monies from the HLF First World War Project at Woodhorn have paid for
repairs to several First World War posters from the collection that were in poor condition.
The Society’s 18th Century Research Group are using the collection and identifying
items which they can use in their projects. They have so far transcribed the papers
relating to the flood of the River Tyne, and the transcription of the Newcastle Poll Book.
Loans
16/03/2015 WWI SANT/GEN/MIL/3/1 posters x 14 Anne Moore
16/03/2015 WWI SANT/GEN/MIL/3/1 posters x 4 Anne Moore Janet Goodridge
12/06/2015 SANT/BEQ/1/14 Lindsay Allason-Jones for 18th Century Study Group
Permissions
SANT/DRA/2/9/2/18/B Engraving ‘William Garret’.
SANT/BEQ/15/4/8 Pencil drawing of Alnwick Abbey, Northumberland.
SANT/BEQ/15/4/8 Letter from Charles William Bigge of Linden Hall, Longhorsley,
Northumberland, apologizing, as he is unable to make the forthcoming anniversary
meeting of The Society.
SANT/BEQ/18/11/13/263-266 Letter from Sir Humphrey Davy to Rev. John Hodgson.
SANT/BEQ/26/1/8 p.583B Handwritten letter from S. Barrass to Thomas Wilson. c.1820
, including information on body snatching.
SANT/BEQ/9/1/3 p. 64
SANT/PHO/SLI/8/259 Glass slide of Rothbury fire engine c.1900. Engine was built in
1788.
SANT/GEN/MIL/3/1/19 Military poster with illustrations of the silhouettes of German
and British aeroplanes, to aid identification.
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SANT/GEN/MIL/3/1/61 Military recruitment poster, showing a cheerful soldier
shouldering a rifle and smoking a pipe, 'Come Along, Boys!' with extract from letter
written in the trenches of the Aisne by General Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien.
SANT/GEN/MIL/3/1/64 Printed poster: recruitment poster, showing the Union Jack,
'YOUR KING AND COUNTRY NEED YOU - ENLIST NOW'. Publisher: The
Parliamentary Recruiting Committee, London.
SANT/GEN/MIL/3/1/ 74 Printed poster: recruitment poster, coloured, showing signatures
and seals on a treaty, 'THE "SCRAP OF PAPER". Publisher: The Parliamentary
Recruiting Committee, London.
SANT/PHO/ALB/5/83 Engraving of Dunstanburgh castle by Samuel & Nathaniel Buck
1728.
SANT/BEQ/9/1/3 p. 64 Plan of Tanfield Moor, County Durham, 13 May 1761.
SANT/PHO/SLI/35/50 Glass slide of the Rag Market, Newcastle Upon Tyne c.1900.
SANT/GEN/MIL/ 7 WW1 posters
SANT/GEN/MIL/ 7 WW1 posters

RESEARCH
After a lull in proceedings, the Research Committee has been revitalised. The two
meetings this year have been spent in discussion of the role of the Committee and how
best to further its aims. It has been agreed that the workshops are worthwhile and
members are invited to suggest topics for future one or half day workshops. It has also
been agreed that, although the sums available for research grants are small, they can often
be useful as pump-primers to access larger sums. Members are asked to spread the word
that sums up to £1000 are available annually; applications should be sent to the Secretary
by 30 November.
Lindsay Allason-Jones

ACTIVITIES
The Activities Committee was once again very busy in 2015. This hard-working group
are always active, simultaneously, on the events for the year in hand and also for the
forthcoming year. For the monthly indoor meetings they organised a varied and exciting
programme of lectures (listed below), covering a wide time span and on subjects
historical, archaeological and scientific. They included our Society’s first joint venture
with the Institute of Physics, using their home venue within the Northumbria University
campus. All the monthly meetings were well attended (so well that you now need to
come early to get a seat!) and summaries of the lectures appear in the News Bulletin as
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usual. Country Meetings were arranged at Mount Grace and Guisborough Priory, and to
Brodsworth House, S. Yorks. The former was cancelled due to a poor uptake, but the
latter was well attended and enjoyed by all participants. Perhaps it seems that the
membership prefer to use their feet, as the three Summer Walks arranged were very
successful, as too were the Country Walks. We organised the President’s Evening in
June, which was a very well-attended visit to the old Low Light at North Shields: an
inspirational example of what can be done with an older building, blending conservation
with the ability to allow contemporary usage. Those who attended were well-fed by the
in-house catering team and received a superb description of the building and a tour of the
wider site (as the building sits within the former Clifford’s Fort) from John Nolan, and a
look as some of the site-finds from previous excavations with Jenny Vaughan. Not
everything was for us oldies, as we also had our annual event for young people with our
Annual Family Picnic at the Great North Museum: Hancock. Our previous Chair always
ended his annual report with a big thank you to all involved. I’d like to continue this
tradition. Thank you all – you do all the work, I just Chair the meetings!
Graeme Stobbs

INDOOR MEETINGS IN 2015
28 January Anniversary Meeting – Richard Carlton and Les Turnbull: Excavations of
the Bigges Main Waggonway
25 February – Helen Berry: New Perspectives on the Great Tyne Flood of 1771
25 March – Clive Waddington: Low Hauxley in context: rescue excavation of a multiperiod coastal site
29 April AGM – Phil Abramson: From Farms to Arms: The History of Military
Training at Catterick
27 May – Brian Roberts: Where have all the Soldiers gone? Reflections on Hadrian’s
Wall: Frontiers, Prefects and Warbands.
25 June – Rebecca Jones: On the march: Roman campaigns in Scotland
29 July – Mark Thorburn: The Great Fire of Newcastle
26 August – Richard Gameson: The Earliest Northumbrian Books
30 September Joint lecture with Institute of Physics, Ellison Building, Northumbria
University – Dave Heslop and Iwan Peverett: The Past in Pixels: recent developments in
visualisation and virtual reality
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28 October – William Lancaster: ‘Bonny Geordie', Sir George Elliot and the Making of
the Modern World
25 November Public Lecture. Curtis Auditorium, Herschel Building, Newcastle
University – James Dickson: The Life and Death of Oetzi the Iceman

PUBLICATIONS
Archaeologia Aeliana
At the time of writing the 2015 volume was expected to be around 300 pages, with a wide
range of papers, and should be published early in 2016. Humphrey Welfare announced
his retirement as editor after this, the sixth volume under his care. Hum has always taken
the utmost care to ensure the high quality of content of the journal, and has worked
closely with the production editor Roger Fern. The Society is deeply grateful to both.
Between them they have again produced an outstanding volume for which the Society is
most grateful.
For 2016, a good number of papers have been submitted and should make up a volume of
roughly 300 pages. There is a good mix of periods and fields of interest.
News Bulletin
Of the approximately 500 members for whom we have email addresses, 273 are now
receiving the News Bulletin digitally, including a number of overseas subscribers.
Coincidentally 272 get the regular e-circular but they are mostly local, since it covers
events in the North East Region. Consideration is being given to improving the layout of
the News Bulletin for recipients of the digital version. The committee wishes to record
its thanks to Sue Ward who has invested considerable effort and applied creative thought
to both the Bulletin and website.
Digitisation and website
Copies of the entire run of Proceedings have almost all been digitised and we look
forward to seeing them when ADS put them on their website during the course of 2016.
Digitisation of Archaeologia Aeliana continues apace.
The digitisation and transcription of the 1771 Flood Papers and the 1780/84 Poll Book,
two important documents from our archives, is a major project undertaken in cooperation with Explore Lifelong Learning programme. The digitised images of both are
on our website and the full transcriptions should be there, along with explanatory notes,
in early 2016.
We owe a particular debt of gratitude to Sue Ward for all her efforts to bring this project
to a successful conclusion. Further digitising and transcribing of our archives is envisaged
for future publication on the website.
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During the course of the year, the committee decided to set up a working party to develop
a strategy for internet dissemination of collections and publications. It soon became clear
that this required consideration by the Society as a whole and a new committee was
established by Council, representing a cross-section of the Society’s interests.
Small publications
The small publication on Newcastle Blackfriars is still on hold for the time being after the
death of Barbara Harbottle.
A guided walk through Newcastle’s classical orders of architecture is still awaiting
completion.
Finally, thanks to members of the committee for all their efforts and continued support.
Alan Beale

REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES
Hadrian’s Wall Management Plan Committee
I have served as the Society’s representative on this committee for several years, but this
is the last report that I will make to the Society. Following the demise of the Hadrian’s
Wall Trust, the committee was disbanded and earlier this year replaced by the Hadrian’s
Wall Partnership Board which is composed almost entirely of officers from the national
and local bodies responsible for the management of the Hadrian’s Wall World Heritage
Site. In addition, the six chairs of the Delivery Groups sit on the Board (Conservation,
Heritage & Heritage Management; Archaeological Research; Farming & Land
Management; Communications & Marketing; Tourism & Transport; Education &
Interpretation). I am chair of the Archaeology Delivery Group. I sit on the Board,
however, in that capacity and not as the representative of the Society which, as a result of
the re-organisation, now has no representative on the body which is responsible for the
operation of the Management Plan for Hadrian’s Wall.
David J Breeze
Association of Northumberland Local History Societies
The past year has been a busy and, by most criteria, a successful one for ANLHS. The
events organised were well attended and well received by participants. The year began
with our annual Members’ Meeting at South Gosforth on 28 February 2015. Liz
O’Donnell gave a fascinating insight into the history of Stannington Sanatorium, drawing
on oral histories to illustrate her talk.
Our ‘Round the County’ event was hosted jointly on 9 May by Wallsend LHS and the
Friends of Segedunum at the Segedunum Museum. The organisers, especially Liz Liddle
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and Ken Hutchinson, are to be congratulated on demonstrating how much archaeology,
industrial history, biography and landscape can be associated with one particular location.
The intention of this year’s Study Day, on 3 October, was to celebrate the 800th
anniversary of Magna Carta. Topics leading up to, and subsequent to, the signing were
addressed by three excellent speakers Michael Thomson, Hugh Doherty and Professor
Nicholas Vincent; the latter two being academic experts on Magna Carta at the University
of East Anglia. The event, held at Warkworth, was a sell-out and included a visit to
nearby St. Lawrence’s Church to see a facsimile of the Charter and an associated
exhibition.
Our journal, Tyne & Tweed, was published in October. It is the 69th edition and, as usual,
provided a wide range of articles and notes on aspects of Northumbrian history.
Our AGM this year, held on 7 November, was our 49th. After the formal proceedings the
latest ANLHS volume, A Northumbrian Miscellany - Historical Essays in memory of
Constance Fraser, was launched - in the presence of eight of the ten contributors.
At the end of such a year it is sad to have to advise that the 50th year of ANLHS will be
the last, as owing to the retirement of long-serving members, numbers on the Executive
Committee and of other active members have become so small as to lead to a decision to
close the Society.
Howard Cleeve
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