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THE TWO HUNDRED AND FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT OF COUNCIL,
BEING FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2017
At the end of 2017 the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle upon Tyne had 591 individual
members, including 25 elected this year, 89 institutional subscribers, and exchanged its
journal with 40 other institutions.
During the year the Society members have enjoyed a busy programme of lectures,
country meetings and country walks and have received the annual volume of
Archaeologia Aeliana, which maintains its high quality, publishing landmark historical
and archaeological research and excavation reports from the region. Work on digitising
the entire historical run of Archaeologia Aeliana has been completed and in due course,
along with the now defunct but hstroically precious Proceedings of the Society (‘PSAN’)
it will be made publicly available through the Archaeology Data Service at the University
of York. In the meantime it is available on-line through the Society’s website, with all but
the last five years available to the public.
With help from a Heritage Lottery Fund grant for our Unlocking the Archives project, a
set of archival materials is being transcribed by 20 volunteers and will in due course be
digitised and made available on the website, so that they can be used by interested parties
everywhere. The Society has been working with Explore Lifelong Learning and Durham
Record Office to offer training to the volunteers in palaeography. Two courses were run,
the first funded by the grant, the second by the Society itself in order to meet the demand
for places. The materials in question are the Final Report of the County Durham Flood
Relief Committee, a set of papers and drawings relating to the rebuilding of Hexham
Bridge and a volume of Hexhamshire wills dating from the period from about 1670 up to
the reign of Queen Anne.
In 2017 material from the recently acquired first annual report of the Society, which came
with important correspondence between John Bell, John Hodgson, Thomas Davison and
the Duke of Northumberland concerning the founding of the Society, has also been made
available on the website.
The Society's collection of antiquities continues to be on public display in the Great
North Museum while its collections of historical items are on loan to other public
museums in the region and elsewhere in Britain. Its extensive archive collections are
housed at Woodhorn Museum and Northumberland Archives, where they are publically
accessible. Additions have been made to the collection and the archives this year. The
copy of the first annual report of the Society referred to above was purchased from the
Sunderland Antiquarian Society. Purchases of treasure have also been made from a
Bronze Age Hoard from Stannington, an early medieval silver-gilt pyramid mount from
Humshaugh and a Roman coin hoard from Whittington. The Society has also striven to
secure the Dinnington Hoard for the region and is grateful to all members who have
contributed financially to this goal. The Society also continues to invest in its Library in
both journals and books, which are available for public reference. The range of work and
activities undertaken by the Society requires careful planning and co-ordination not only
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by the elected officers and council but more especially by many dedicated volunteers on
its committees and by individual members who contribute in manty ways. Anyone who
can contribute time, ideas or expertise, for example helping in the office at busy times,
the library, with publicity, organising activities or representing the Society at events, is
welcome to get in touch, via the office or through contact with any committee or Council
member.

Deaths notified:
The Society learned with great sadness of the death of the following members in 2017
(date of election in brackets):
Dr J. Allan Biggins
Miss Mary Isobel Telford

(28.01.1998)
(25.10.1961)

THE LIBRARY
The Library continues to be well used by members, students and visitors. Library loans
are restricted to Society members, 42 of whom borrowed 379 items, compared to 386 last
year. There were two loans to other libraries. Periodicals constituted 55% of the
borrowing. This is interesting as students now make less use of the library’s periodicals
as they have on-line access to many through the University Library. Similarly, Society
members have access through our website to an increasing number.
During the year we received a bequest of over 1,100 35mm slides from John
Thornborrow and a large collection of maps from Stafford Linsley. 167 books and
pamphlets were added to the library by exchange, purchase or donation and we express
thanks to the following donors: John Almond bequest, Ian Bower, D.J. Breeze, G. Briggs
bequest, D. Henderson, Nick Hodgson, Les Jessop, Stafford Linsley, Natural History
Society of Northumberland, and D. Peel. A list of all the above books and the latest full
list of the Society’s holdings will be found on the website. Of special interest is the
purchased bound volume of the first two parts of Volume I of Archaeologia Aeliana, the
subject of an article by H. Cleeve in the 2017 edition of the journal. The library also
purchased a copy of the 2nd edition of “The Roman Wall” by John Collingwood Bruce,
with many additional notes by the Scottish antiquary John Buchanan.
The Library Committee, which met twice during the year but also conducted business on
line, wishes to thank Ian Bower, the professional librarian who, in addition to looking
after the day to day running of the joint library, curated the Library’s Heritage Open Day
exhibition and arranged several illustrated visits from Local History Societies, and other

5
interested groups and staff from local libraries. Their thanks are also due to Denis Peel,
Honorary Librarian, and Howard Cleeve, Chairman of the Committee, and Society
volunteers Mike Barke, Ann Craven, Peter Nicol and Eric Waites. Eric has scanned over
2,000 slides and these are recorded on data bases with the scans now available to view on
the library laptop. The original slides are lodged in the store at the Discovery Museum.
Ann, Mike and Eric have almost completed a shelf check of all the books and Mike is
now sorting the maps, his area of expertise, while Howard keeps a tight rein on
borrowing. We also wish to thank library committee member Chris Walton for the
donation of an external hard drive to use as an additional security back up of digital
material.
Some very large books were repaired commercially and we thank our voluntary binder,
Mrs G. Peel, for her work. A bid has been made to a Conservation fund for acid free
envelopes and boxes for the storage of our ever growing collections of “tracts.”
Denis Peel, Honorary Librarian, and Howard Cleeve, Library Committee Chairman

THE COLLECTIONS
The Society’s archaeological collections continue to be curated and made accessible to
the public on our behalf by the Great North Museum: https://greatnorthmuseum.org.uk/,
while our archival possessions are held and are publicly accessible at the Northumberland
Archives at Woodhorn: (http://www.experiencewoodhorn.com/archives/).
This year saw changes at Woodhorn, with Northumberland County Council taking back
the running of the Northumberland Archives, which include the Society’s archival
possessions, whilst the Woodhorn Trust retains the management of the museum
collections, including our holdings at the Bagpipe Museum at Morpeth. Thanks are due to
Kim Bibby-Wilson and Anne Moore for assisting with the task of preparing a loan
agreement between the Woodhorn Trust and the Society which was signed by all parties
in December.
2017 saw a number of Treasure cases emerge from the system simultaneously, which led
to a great deal of work on behalf of the Committee to decide on priorities and organize
purchase and collection. Thanks are due to Andrew Agate, Finds Liaison Officer for the
North East for all his assistance. The acquisitions are listed in the register below. As can
be seen, the items vary in date from the Bronze Age Hoard from Stannington to the
medieval coin hoard, also from Stannington. The Early Medieval silver-gilt pyramid
mount inlaid with garnets, from Matfen, is a particularly interesting piece.
We were successful in raising £16,000 from the V & A Purchase Grant Fund and the
Headley Museums Archaeological Acquisitions Fund towards the £20,050 required for us
to buy the Dinnington Hoard, through the Treasure process. The coins, which were found
when a pond was being dug on private property at Dinnington, 9 miles north of
Newcastle upon Tyne, consists of one aureus of Vitellius (AD 69) and six silver denarii
dating from 32-31 BC to AD 81-96. The aureus is in remarkably good condition. No trace
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was found of a container and this suggests the coins were in a leather or cloth bag. The
Hoard will enter the Society’s collection early in 2018.
The date of the coins implies that the Hoard was dropped or deposited around the time of
the Agricolan advance into Scotland. Dinnington lies in a direct line north from the ford
crossing the River Tyne near the Hadrianic fort of Benwell. This was the first safe
crossing place of the river before the Roman bridge (Pons Aelius) was built at Newcastle
upon Tyne and it is presumed that this ford was used during Agricola’s sorties north.
The gold aureus is a rare issue. Vitellius was emperor for only eight months and,
unusually, the coin depicts Vitellius’s children on the reverse. Gold coins of Roman date
are very rare finds in the Military Zone as aureii were mostly used as ‘coins of account’,
that is denominations rarely used in everyday transactions because of their value – each
aureus was worth 25 denarii, a twelfth of a legionary’s annual salary under Domitian.
They were also used to pay bonuses to soldiers on the accession of a new emperor, in this
case possibly the accession of Domitian.
Accessions 2017
2017.1 Annular silver brooch from Humshaugh, Nd. Medieval. Donated by D. Jackson
and C. Dodds
2017.2 Scottish token issued by George Amos (of Haddington) from Berwick-uponTweed. 18th cent. Donated by L. Allason-Jones
2017.3 Byzantine pentanummium of Justinian I. AD 482-565. Donated by Newcastle
University
2017.4 Gold penannular ring from Humshaugh, Nd. Bronze Age. Purchased through
Treasure process.
2017.5 Wax impression of SANT seal. 19th cent. Donated by F. Dendy
2017.10. 1-4 Scottish groats of David II and Robert II from Stannington, Nd. AD 13711390. Purchased through Treasure process
2017.11 Gilded silver pyramidal sword mount with garnet inlay from Humshaugh, Nd.
c.AD 600-650. Purchased through Treasure process
2017.12.1-21 Coins and trumpet brooch from Whittington, Nd. 2nd cent. AD. Purchased
through Treasure process
2017.3.1-4 Bronze objects from Stannington, Nd. Bronze Age. Purchased through
Treasure process
Lindsay Allason-Jones

RESEARCH
No research grants were applied for or awarded in 2017. The Society remains committed
to funding high quality archaeological and historical research in the region. Although the
sums available for research grants are small, they can often be useful as pump-primers to
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access larger sums. Members are asked to spread the word that sums up to £1000 are
available annually; applications should be sent to the Secretary by 30 November.
Lindsay Allason-Jones

ACTIVITIES
This year was our first full year as an enlarged committee, having merged with the ad-hoc
Membership Committee at the end of 2016. Thus, as well as our usual tasks of producing
the programme of indoor meetings (listed below), country meetings, summer and country
walks, the Anniversary Meeting Social event (in the Wood Memorial Hall, upstairs in the
Mining Institute), and the annual President’s Evening (now re-branded as the Summer
Social event) we are now looking into, and organising, various ways of increasing
membership.
The indoor meeting programme encompassed a broad range of periods and interests
(archaeological, historical and architectural) and, as usual, these were well attended - as
was the Anniversary Meeting Social event held after the January meeting. Here some
new members got to mix with our more seasoned members and made to feel welcome
over a glass of wine and a buffet.
Country meetings included coach trips to Whitby in May and Sion Hill House, N. Yorks,
in September. Around 25 members came along to each trip, though there were a few
untaken spaces left on the coaches. Country walks included the Town Moor, Mining
Heritage between Fawdon and Gosforth, and a visit to Cocken Hall, Finchale, Co.
Durham.
The first ‘Summer Social’ took place in June with a tour of the Ouseburn by Mike
Greatbatch. This included a visit to the Victoria Tunnel (which was on this author’s
bucket list of things to do), followed by a drinks reception and food at Ernest. The event
was well attended and enjoyed by all. So much so we have asked Mike to come back in
2018 to lead a tour around St Ann’s Church, Newcastle.
Looking toward further opportunities to expand the range of events that the Society
undertakes we appointed two new members to the Committee, John Sadler and Marta
Alberti, with responsibility for ‘Other events’. Both are full of enthusiasm and new ideas,
and Marta has also undertaken a membership recruitment event, which involved lots of
cake! As Chair I welcome these two new members aboard and also express my heartfelt
thanks to all of the Committee for their dedication and hard work during 2017.
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INDOOR MEETINGS IN 2017
January 25 Anniversary Meeting
Tynedale North of the Wall Archaeology Group: ‘Beyond the Wall’
February 22 Joint lecture with Institute of Physics. Room A003, Ellison Building,
Northumbria University
Andrew Beeby: ‘Shining Light on Medieval Manuscripts’
March 29
Chris Ferguson: ‘Auckland Castle in 2017: the current status of archaeological research
on a Bishop’s Palace, Garden, and Estate’
April 26 Annual General Meeting
Alastair Fraser: ‘A battalion on the learning curve; 18 DLI in training and in war’
May 31
Andrew Breeze: ‘Battle of Brunanburh and Cambridge, CCC, MS 183’
June 28
Tatiana Ivleva: ‘Romano-British glass bangles: a reappraisal'
July 26
John Malden: ‘Death March or Picnic? The aftermath of the Battle of Dunbar’
August 30
Derek Cutts: ‘The 15th Century Grey Tomb in Chillingham Church, Northumberland;
The Monument in Context’
September 27
Ian Haynes: ‘Recent work by Newcastle University on the Hadrian's Wall system’
October 25 Public Lecture. Curtis Auditorium, Newcastle University
Alexander Hutton: ‘Putting the People in the Pageant: Visions of People’s History and
the Industrial Revolution in Historical Pageants in Britain, 1905-2016’
November 29
Tony Barrow: ‘Incendiary letters and Iniquitous practices - Smuggling and Customs
Evasion on the N.E. Coast 1750-1830’
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PUBLICATIONS
Membership of the committee in 2017 was: Alan Beale (Chairman), Grace McCombie,
Sue Ward (committee secretary, Editor of the News Bulletin), Jenny Proctor (Editor of
Archaeologia Aeliana), Bill Griffiths (stock and sales), Nick Hodgson, and Roger Fern
(Production Editor of Archaeologia Aeliana), Denis Peel. Richard Pears has also given
his support by attending. We would welcome at least one more member of the
committee. A member who can liaise with the City Council would also be beneficial.
Jenny Proctor has had to resign as Editor because of increased workload, and she
attended her last meeting of this committee in November. Although her tenure has been
relatively short, she has given a great deal of time and brought no little expertise to a
very demanding post. We would like to record our gratitude to her for her
professionalism and dedication in ensuring that AA has maintained its rigorous
standards.
The 2017 issue of Archaeologia Aeliana will be issued in Spring 2018.

Internet publishing
Digitisation of Archaologia Aeliana 5th series has made good progress and we are almost
ready to put the whole of the 5th series on the ADS website.

News Bulletin
Of the five hundred or so members for whom we have email addresses, over three
hundred are now receiving the News Bulletin digitally, including a number of overseas
subscribers. Two hundred and seventy get the regular e-circular but they are mostly local,
since it covers events in the North East Region. The News Bulletin’s redesign seems to
have been generally well received.
Website
With help from a Heritage Lottery Fund grant, three volumes from our archives at
Woodhorn are being transcribed by a hard-working group of around twenty volunteers.
They are being made available on a dedicated section of our website, at http://newcastleantiquaries.org.uk/uta/, so that they can be used by interested parties everywhere. The
Final Report of the County Durham Flood Relief Committee, the shortest volume, has
been completely transcribed, while a set of papers and drawings relating to the rebuilding
of Hexham Bridge in the 1780s, and a volume of Hexhamshire wills dating from the
period from about 1670 up to the reign of Queen Anne, are works in progress. The
committee wishes to record its thanks to Sue Ward who has invested considerable effort
and applied creative thought to both the Bulletin and website, and to the group of
volunteers who are working with her.
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Roman Wall Handbook
The Handbook is now available from Archaeology Plus (full details on the website). As
the Handbook is now 10 years old, the committee will keep this item on its agenda with a
view to future updating.

Small publications
Classical Newcastle: we now have a potential designer and printer and a quotation.
Provided funding can be found, we agreed that it should be ready for production by the
time of the next meeting in February. The committee thought that we should aim to print
enough copies to send out to all members, as well as making it available to the public.
Finally, thanks to members of the committee for all their efforts and continued support,
with special thanks to Sue Ward for her work on the website and News Bulletin and to
Roger Fern for his unstinting efforts as production editor of Archaeologia Aeliana.
Without these two, the Society’s publications would be much harder to produce. I am
most grateful for their generous help on this committee.
Alan Beale
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THE SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES OF NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE
OFFICERS AND COUNCIL FOR 2017
PRESIDENT:

R. M. Pears, BA, PhD, DMS, DipILM, FHEA, FSA

PAST-PRESIDENTS:

Professor N. McCord, BA, PhD, DUniv, FRHistS
Professor R. N. Bailey, OBE, MA, PhD, FSA
Mrs. D. B. Charlton, BA, FSA
Mrs. G. McCombie, BA, FSA
Professor D. J. Breeze, OBE, BA, PhD, Hon DLitt, FRSE, FSA, Hon FSAScot, Hon MCIfA
Miss L. Allason-Jones, OBE, BA, MLitt, FSA, FMA, FRSA
D. Cutts, BA

VICE-PRESIDENTS:

N. Hodgson, MA, PhD, FSA
Ms S. Ward, MA
W. B. Griffiths, BA, FSA
Ms R. B. Serdiville, BA

SECRETARY:

N. Hodgson, MA, PhD, FSA

TREASURER:

S. D. Pallett,

MA, ACA

EDITOR:

Ms J. Proctor, MA, MCIfA
LIBRARIAN:

D. Peel, BSc
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KEEPER OF COLLECTIONS:

Miss L. Allason-Jones, OBE, BA, MLitt, FSA, FMA, FRSA

COUNCIL:

Ms P. Allen, JP, MA
A. J. Beale, BA
Mrs. K. M. Bibby-Wilson, BA, FNLS
H. N. Cleeve, BSc, MEd
R. Collins, MA, PhD, FSA
R. W. Fern, BA
J. F. Griffiths, MA
Professor I. P. Haynes, BA, DPhil, FSA, FSAScot
D. H. Heslop, BA, FSA
Ms F. C. McIntosh, BA, MLitt, PhD
G. C. Stobbs, BA, MLitt, ACIfA
Mrs. F. Thompson
His Honour C. Walton, MA
G. N. Woodward, MA, MA

HOLDING TRUSTEES:

E. Cambridge
S.T.L. Harbottle
D.W. Hide
R.N. Bailey
Miss L. Allason-Jones
AUDITOR:

Tait Walker

