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THE TWO HUNDRED AND SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT OF COUNCIL, BEING
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2019
At the end of 2019 the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle upon Tyne had 601 individual
members, 87 institutional subscribers, and exchanged its journal with 39 other
institutions.
The Society has remained active and in good heart in 2019, with its publicly accessible
Library and Collections in the Great North Museum: Hancock used and enjoyed by
members and non-members alike. The Library has seen a slight reduction in opening
hours, now closing on Friday afternoons, always a quiet time, but the overall accessibility
remains a vast improvement on the pre-2009 situation at the Black Gate. Signs are also
good for our collection of bagpipes at the Morpeth Chantry, as they will remain safe and
sound there for the near future after a new agreement was reached with Museums
Northumberland.
Publication of the 2018 Archaeologia Aeliana was unfortunately delayed until September
2019 owing to the transition to a new editorial team and various other urgent calls on the
time of those (especially Editor Don O’Meara and Production Editor Roger Fern) who do
so much on an entirely voluntary basis to ensure that a high-quality journal appears year
after year. The 2018 volume was worth waiting for, and of the usual quality of
production. The 2019 issue is already well in hand (unlike the case with many regional
historical/archaeological journals there is no shortage of sufficiently solid contributions)
although at the time of writing it is clear that its publication will also be delayed.
2019 has also seen a singular achievement relating to Archaeologia Aeliana. The entire
historical run is now available online at the Archaeological Data Service (ADS) website.
While access to the last five years’ volumes is restricted to our members, all the rest are
publicly and freely available. This work was supported by the Marc Fitch Fund and the
Sir James Knott Trust, and thanks are also especially due to Roger Fern and Richard
Pears for having pursued this long-running and often difficult project to completion. Now
they turn their attention to getting Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle
upon Tyne (PSAN) – which the Society ceased to publish in 1956, but which is a precious
archaeological and historical resource – online, though for this the basic scanning has
been done.
For many members the most conspicuous change in recent times has been the Society’s
exile from the Mining Institute where it had met since the 1930s, and our peregrination
through a series of rooms provided by the Black Swan Arts Centre and Newcastle
University. The timing and terms of a return to the Mining Institute remain uncertain. It
would obviously be an advantage in the meantime if one room could be permanently
fixed as the venue for Society meetings. Opinion is divided on whether the ‘antiquarian’
surroundings of the Mining Institute lecture-theatre may have deterred new members, and
whether the relatively informal surroundings of the University rooms are actually more
welcoming. Although there has perhaps been some marginal fall-off in attendance in the
new surroundings, there are also new faces and it is heartening that the bulk of the
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meeting-attending membership have followed us on our enforced journeying. There have
also been initiatives to get more students and young people interested in the Society, in
particular a series of ‘coffee-house seminars’ which have raised awareness of our
activities among archaeology students. Indeed, this has proved to be a positive
undertaking as there has been an influx of student members this year, helped also by the
offer of a ‘student-rate’ membership whereby students can join as electronic members for
as little as £5.00 per annum.
Early in the year Council agreed in principle that the Society should develop a plan to
become a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO), a recently created charity structure
which has the advantage that the Charity Trustees (Council) can act as a corporation
rather than having to nominate individual ‘holding trustees’ to enter into legal agreements
or contracts. It also limits any financial liability that individuals might theoretically have
assumed by becoming charity trustees. Moving to CIO Status will involve a re-writing
the Society’s constitution (‘The Statutes’), which will have to be approved by the whole
membership. This will be an opportunity for us to make more transparent the way the
Society operates - particularly how Officers and Council are elected - and also to
publicise the fact that the members are entitled to put themselves forward for office or
council and to help shape the direction of the Society. In this way we hope to widen the
base of participation and take advantage of the talent and experience of members.
Financially the Society remains on a sound footing, although costs (such as room hire)
have risen and there is a decline in both subscription and investment income; a modest
deficit in the balance of day to day income and expenditure is anticipated for the end of
2019, after three years of modest surplus. The best solution to this is to increase the
membership. For the last quarter of a century membership levels have remained broadly
static (a situation that many other societies would envy) and it is essential that if we are to
prosper in the coming years we welcome a larger, younger and more diverse membership.
In 2019 Dr Nick Hodgson began his three-year term as President, following his
predecessor Richard Pears, who is gratefully thanked for the time he devoted not merely
to the presidency, but to Archaeologia Aeliana, both in its current print and historic
online forms. In his time as President, Richard also pushed for the Society to lose some of
the cobwebby image that the word ‘antiquary’ conjures up and for it to be publicised and
made more welcoming to an ever-wider range of people. This initiative has continued in
2019 under Nick and this means that we will see more changes in the way the Society
does things and no doubt an end to some long-standing traditions. For example, the
creation of the new CIO constitution will be an opportunity to formalise the fact that we
encourage people to come and join the Society even if they do not know any existing
member. The gentlemen’s club-like idea that applicants must be proposed, seconded and
approved by existing members lingers on in the old statutes and has surely deterred many
prospective members over the years. This year we have also introduced arrangements for
membership applications to be made online, and this appears to be paying dividends with
an increased number of people joining. Our thanks to our website providers, Cornwell
Internet, for their hard work on this project and for helping keep our website up-to-date
and working properly throughout the year.
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There has been discussion about variant forms of the Society name that could be used to
make publicity more striking, meaningful and accessible, on the model of the highly
successful ‘Lit & Phil’ branding. ‘SANT’ is meaningless to anybody who doesn’t already
know the Society. The snappiest suggestion so far is to use ‘Newcastle Antiquaries’ in
certain publicity contexts. Other suggestions gratefully received!
However accessible and welcoming we endeavour to make our society, members can be
assured that it will never lose sight of its key aims to promote the preservation, research
and enjoyment of the heritage of the north-east. Our journal Archaeologia Aeliana, our
Library and our Collections will always be at the heart of what we do. It is encouraging to
see that increasing numbers of our members, who by paying their subscription support
these things, are attending events to learn and share knowledge in good company. It is the
sign of a living society that one can see so much discussion and talk going on at a range
of events, which have been increasingly well-publicized through the medium of the News
Bulletin and e-bulletins. Such events have included: the monthly lecture meetings, which
have this year displayed a truly diverse range of topics and some penetrating discussion;
urban and rural walks and country meetings/visits; the summer social (this year at
Bensham Grove, Gateshead); the ‘coffee-house seminars’; the Anniversary Meeting
social (this year in the Tyneside Irish Centre), and the 2019 decennial Pilgrimage of
Hadrian’s Wall (organised in collaboration with the Cumberland & Westmorland
Archaeological & Historical Society), a truly happy event in which many Society
members participated or took leading roles.
Another achievement, accomplished largely by the efforts of members, has been the
continuation of the work on transcribing archives, particularly Edwarde Potter’s Boke of
Phisicke, a manuscript volume dating from 1610, which is but one of the many items of
archival material held within the Society’s collection housed at Woodhorn Museum and
Northumberland Archives, where they are publicly accessible.
Our Society should be profoundly grateful to all its officers and to the entirely voluntary
organisers of this remarkable range of activities, which needs to be continually developed
in order to make the Society attractive to the prospective new members who will ensure
that we flourish well into the future.
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Deaths notified:
The Society learned with great sadness of the death of the following members in 2019
(date of election in brackets):
Joan Knaggs
Kevan Poad
Cuthbert David Adamson
Mary Longley
Bill Saunders
John Yule

(30/10/1991)
(27/11/1957)
(25/09/2012)
(27/07/1983)
(26/02/2003)
(26/01/2005)

THE LIBRARY
The Library continues to be well used by members, students and visitors. Library loans
were marginally up this year. Members borrowed 264 items during the academic year,
compared with 232 last year. There were no loans to other libraries. Periodicals
constituted 40% of the borrowing, compared with 36% last year.
During the year in addition to the regular journals, 75 books or pamphlets were added to
the library. These are listed on the Society website. 48 of these came about either as an
exchange with another Society or as an addition, from the John Almond bequest, the
Cowen Library, the 2019 Pilgrimage, Preconstruct Archaeology or a donation from an
individual. The Librarians’ thanks are due for all donations, particularly from the
following: Mike Barke, David Breeze, Ian Bower, Cowen Library, Peter Davis, M
Glendinning, Elspeth Gould, Bridget Gubbins, David Harker, Les Jessop, Simon Pallett,
Denis Peel, and Alan Rushworth.
Funds allocated for Conservation, from the capital fund, were committed on repairing or
rebinding a number of books, and on the purchase of archival boxes and a map chest.
Mike Barke has almost completed the cataloguing the Library’s maps, including those
donated two years ago by Stafford Linsley. A preliminary list is now on the website.
Members should make an appointment with Ian Bower, Librarian or Mike if they wish to
look at an item in this collection.
Our library contains a wealth of interesting material, old and new. This year a new webpage – Featured books from our Library - was put on the website. Five books have been
featured so far; the latest is William Woodman’s copy of the first edition of The Roman
Wall, given to him by its author, John Collingwood Bruce. Access is via the library page
– click on the title Featured books ... at the top right. Members who are moved to write a
similar feature inspired by an item in the Library should contact Howard Cleeve in the
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first instance. The Librarians’ thanks are due to Sue Ward, website editor, who has made
this development possible.
Some of these items, and others in the library, have extra pages or illustrations 'tipped in',
and over time the intention is to digitise and transcribing these to make them more widely
accessible: A new web-page Extras from the SANT Library, which accommodates the
images concerned, was also established this year. Again thanks are due to Sue Ward.
The published theme for the Library’s Heritage Open Day exhibition this year – held on
Friday 13 September 2019 - was Joshua Alder’s Newcastle 1792-1867. It was chosen
because of the interest generated in Alder by the second BBC documentary serial, A
House through Time, which featured 5 Ravensworth Terrace, where he once lived. The
day was very successful with about 60 attending.
Most members will recall that ten years ago the library moved from the very spacious
Black Gate to the new build at the Great North Museum: Hancock that, despite its better
facilities and accessibility, lacked the necessary space for our expanding collection. It
was calculated then that there was just enough space at the GNM:H to allow for ten years
accessions - and those ten years have now passed! A number of less-used books are now
housed in an off-site store at the Discovery Museum. For the past few months our team
has been creating space for the next ten years’ accessions, in particular by moving all the
Scandinavian and Dutch exchange journals - no longer received due to the advent of the
Internet or the loss of Society libraries - to the same off-site store.
The Library Committee, chaired by Howard Cleeve, met twice during the year and
discussed all of the above-mentioned subjects. We wish to thank Ian Bower in his
capacity as professional Librarian and Mike Barke, Howard Cleeve, Denis Peel, Peter
Nicol, Eric Waites and Chris Walton for their work looking after the Society’s Library.
Howard Cleeve (Chairman Library Committee), Denis Peel (Honorary Librarian)

THE COLLECTIONS
The Society’s archaeological collections continue to be curated and made accessible to
the public on our behalf by the Great North Museum: https://greatnorthmuseum.org.uk/,
while our archival possessions are held and are publicly accessible at the Northumberland
Archives at Woodhorn: (http://www.experiencewoodhorn.com/archives/).
Collections Committee Report 2019
The most significant accession to our collection in the Great North Museum this year has
been the West Woodburn hoard (NEWMA: 2019.23.1-30). This includes a group of 24
coins, which range in date from Nero to Antoninus Pius), a toggle, a gaming piece, a disc
brooch, two fragmentary pelta mounts, a key and a pendant. The archaeological archive
from Arcot, Cramlington was also added to the collection (NEWMA: 2019.22).
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There has been much work on our archives housed at the Northumberland Archives.
During 2019 there were 177 search-room requests to access items from the Society’s
collection. This has included English Heritage using a number of items relating to
Brinkburn Abbey for their research on the site. There was also a request to use a
bookplate in the collection for research into ‘The Wildman of Wallington’. Copy requests
include an 18th century inventory of the goods of Thomas Younghusband of Budle;
papers relating to Thomas Campbell, the poet; plans of Alnmouth, Elsdon, Morpeth and
Henry Ibbotson’s house and garden at St. Anthony’s, Newcastle upon Tyne; Prof. George
Jobey’s images of stone heads; deeds relating to Overgrass, Elsdon and papers relating to
the Hexham Riot of 1761.
In 2019 two further deposits of records from the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle
upon Tyne were lodged with Northumberland Archives:
NRO 11937 – The minutes of the general meetings of the Society, and of its Council and
Executive Committee, 1989-2016.
NRO 12127 - Lease of the Black Gate, Newcastle upon Tyne, 1883. The lease has been
digitally copied.
The Honorary Membership certificate of Bridget Atkinson and other interesting archival
matter, which we acquired at auction in November, are still in the Great North Museum
whilst they are researched. Eventually they will all go to join the rest of our Archives at
Woodhorn.
Throughout 2019 a member of Northumberland Archives team has been re-packaging our
collection of glass photographic slides. Much of this material was stored in old wooden
photographic boxes that did not meet modern conservation standards. The Society
provided a grant of £1000 to enable the purchase of conservation grade clamshell boxes
and glass slide packaging. To date 3804 slides have been repackaged; 839 remain to be
done. This work will be completed in the early part of 2020.
In the course of the re-boxing of the glass photographic material a quantity of glass plates
that had not been re-referenced under the new SANT reference were discovered. The
plates are now in the process of being re-referenced and added to CALM with more detail
as required. Within these slides, the team have discovered a quantity of plates relating to
the Baldwin family of Cowpen, Northumberland. Christopher Baldwin, a native of
Yorkshire, was appointed Secretary of Blyth Harbour Commission. The family lived at
Grove House, Cowpen, Northumberland and the collection reflects their family life. In
1912 Christopher’s seven-year old daughter, Katherine Mary, died of scarlet fever and
the collection includes images of Katherine’s burial place and grave.
Sylvia Coddington, a long-time volunteer, has continued her long term project recataloguing the Bell (Alnwick) plans. The bulk of this work is complete and Sylvia is in
the final stage of checking her work. She has built up a high level of knowledge about the
Bell family and their work as a result of this project and will prepare a final report setting
out some of these findings. It is hoped this research might provide an interesting article
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for Archaeologia Aeliana in due course. We are grateful to Sylvia and the other
volunteers for giving the Society their assistance in caring for our collection.
Lindsay Allason-Jones

RESEARCH

The Society remains committed to funding high quality archaeological and historical
research in the region. Although the sums available for research grants are small and
dependent on funds being available, they can often be useful as pump-primers to access
larger sums. Members are asked to spread the word that sums up to £1000 are available in
most years; application forms can be obtained from the Secretary and should be
submitted by 30 November.
ACTIVITIES AND MEMBERSHIP
The Activities Committee organised enjoyable and informative monthly lectures and
country meetings, covering a wide range of periods and locations, and reflecting the
broad interests of the Society. These included a visit to Nenthead Mines and John
Griffiths leading a walk ‘In the Footsteps of George Tallentine Gibson’. The monthly
meetings at Newcastle University were well-attended and the availability of modern
lecture facilities and seating is a welcome change from the temporary arrangements since
leaving the Mining Institute. The public lecture in November 2019 was given by
Professor Keith Wrightson of Yale University, a native of County Durham, on ‘Finding
Ralph Tailor’ and was a masterclass in historical research in north-east archives. The
Summer Social evening held at Bensham was well-attended and included a guided tour
and history of Bensham Grove and its educational work and St Chad’s Church with its
fine woodwork by Ralph Hedley and beautiful stained glass. As part of extending our
appeal to students, Marta Alberti organised a very successful programme of coffee house
talks on archaeological subjects at Quillam Brothers Tea Room close to Newcastle
University. Sue Ward kept members informed of events with regular newsbulletins and
events were publicised on social media.
Richard Pears
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INDOOR MEETINGS IN 2019
January 30 Anniversary Meeting
Diana Whaley: ‘Northumberland and its names c. 1860 – New light from the Ordnance
Survey Name Books’
February 27
Rob Young ‘Excavations at Derwentcote: An Analysis of Nineteenth Century Workers’
Housing’
March 27
Thea Ravasi: ‘Public and private in a domestic context. The underground spaces of the
House of the Cryptoporticus in Pompeii’
April 24 Annual General Meeting
Henrietta Heald: ‘Magnificent Women and their Revolutionary Machine: The
extraordinary individuals who founded the Women’s Engineering Society in 1919’
May 29
David Petts and Richard Carlton: ‘Recent fieldwork on Lindisfarne… shedding light on
the early medieval monastery’
June 26
Louisa Campbell: ‘Paints and Pigments in the Past: Colouring in the Roman Frontiers'
July 31
Rosie Serdiville: ‘From Women’s Rights to Human Rights: How the Struggle for the
Vote Changed the World’
August 28
Chris Gerrard, Jamie Armstrong and John Castling: ‘The Past Beneath the Lawns: current
excavations at Auckland Castle’
September 25
Maya Hoole: ‘(Re)Discovering Ava: the Achavanich Beaker Burial project’
October 30
Sue Wood: ‘The Manorial Documents Register for Northumberland’
November 27 Public Lecture. Curtis Auditorium, Newcastle University
Keith Wrightson: ‘Finding Ralph Tailor’
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PUBLICATIONS
Personnel
Membership of the committee in 2019: Alan Beale (Chairman), Grace McCombie, Sue
Ward (committee secretary, Editor of the News Bulletin), Don O’Meara (Editor of
Archaeologia Aeliana), Bill Griffiths (stock and sales), Nick Hodgson, and Roger Fern
(Production Editor of Archaeologia Aeliana). Richard Pears has also given his support by
attending.
Committee meetings
Meetings were held in February, June and November on the 4 th floor of CU House in
Pilgrim Street. The venue is cheap and the accommodation is spacious and coffee is
available.
Archaeologia Aeliana
The 2018 volume suffered a long delay before eventually being distributed in
September/October. Progress with the 2019 volume is steady but at the time of writing it
is clear that its publication will be similarly delayed. The Editor (Don O'Meara) has
reported that there is a good selection of papers, with a spread of dates from prehistoric to
modern.
Capital Newcastle
As reported in 2018, 3000 copies of this popular leaflet were printed and there was an
expectation that there would be enough to maintain a steady supply. It is not clear exactly
how many are left, but the committee will be keeping under review whether to print
another batch or even to consider the creation of an app.
Internet publishing
Digitisation of Archaeologia Aeliana: Richard Pears was able to announce in June that
the Archaeology Data Service had uploaded the historic run of the journal and that work
would now continue with Proceedings.

News Bulletin
The News Bulletin has continued with its regular six-monthly publication schedule, with
printed and electronic versions appearing together in June and December.

Website
Following the completion of the HLF-funded project for digitising and transcribing three
volumes from our archives in July 2018, members of the transcription group began work
on another volume, Edwarde Potter’s Booke of Phisicke and Chyrugery. This dates from
the early 17th century, and is bound in with another manuscript mainly of recipes, dating
from the mid 18th century. Council agreed to pay the costs of the digitisation and for
continued meetings of the group. Transcription is 90% complete, and the results can be
seen on www.newcastle-antiquaries.org.uk/uta. The committee wishes to record its
thanks to Sue Ward and the group of volunteers who are working with her.
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Meanwhile, the website continues to be regularly kept up-to-date, and over 300 people
now subscribe to the regular e-bulletins and circulars. There is one main e-bulletin a
month, supplemented by circulars in the intervening weeks as necessary. The information
on the website, and in these bulletins and circulars, includes details not only of our
meetings but also those of other societies and groups which are likely to be of interest to
our members.

Roman Wall Handbook
As the Handbook is now 14 years old, the committee will keep this item on its agenda
with a view to future updating.
The committee keeps a list of potential publications to keep under review.
Finally, thanks to members of the committee for all their efforts and continued support,
with special thanks to Sue Ward for her work on the website and News Bulletin and to
Don O'Meara and Roger Fern for their fantastic efforts as editor and production editor of
AA. Without these three, the Society’s publications would be much harder to produce. I
am most grateful for their generous help on this committee.
Alan Beale, Chairman 2019
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