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Chairman’s Report , 2019/2020 

I think it is fair to say that this has been a very successful year, but with the over-riding tragedy of the 
sudden death of our vice chairman Barry Webber. Barry ran the bar and kitchen and turned his hand 
to many other things both practical and administrative, and it was perhaps only in the aftermath of 
his death that we all came to realise just how much work he did. He did a pretty good job of leaving 
us a record of his work and smoothing our way in taking over, but his immense contribution to the 
charity has been a difficult act to follow. 

Fortunately, others have come forward, so that now we have four new trustees, Maurice, Sophie, 
Sheila and Becki, and it seems Sheila comes packaged with husband Mike so is extra value, and we 
welcome them all. The majority of the executive work therefore has been done by the other three 
officers, and I would particularly pay tribute to Barry Carpus, our secretary, and Steve Young our 
treasurer. Together we have shouldered the work of grant applications and administration in a year 
which saw significant progress in refurbishing the building. 

We have been guided and led in building terms of course by Geoff Cunningham, our architect trustee, 
who has organized quotations and scrutiny of them, and subsequently project managed the work we 
have achieved in completing Phase One of the Leisure Centre refurbishment. 

This has been the major achievement this year. The hall end of the building has been completely 
revised under the auspices of Five Rise Contractors of Bingley, led by David Gration. They have been 
great to deal with and have generally done a terrific job. We now have a fresh looking attractive and 
well insulated building with lovely large windows, heating and air conditioning, and, thanks to Ian Child 
and his team from Wall of Sound, brilliant lighting, sound and acoustics to suit our various and multiple 
needs. At the opening event, our guest Harry Gration of BBCs Look North described it as A-maz-ing. 

I must give thanks to our financial backers, FCC Community Foundation, LEADER Coast Wolds 
Wetlands and Waterways, and for the support we have had from The Co-operative Foundation and 
from Bubwith Parish Council. I would also like to thank East Riding of Yorkshire Council, who at a time 
of budget restrictions have helped all they can in terms of advice, support, and personnel, and this 
support continues, now that we are working towards Phase Two of the project. 

The building, however, is only there to serve the people who choose to use it, and the best news this 
year is how many people are coming forward to enjoy the facilities, now that they are to a better 
standard. Enquiries as to holding events, parties and celebrations have snowballed as word has 
spread, and we are also finding new people setting up classes for us to enjoy. We have even attracted 
the 64-piece Kaleidoscope Orchestra to adopt Bubwith as its new home for their weekly rehearsals. 

All this takes some running, and around social events we are indebted to the hard work of Paul White, 
our trusty bar steward. He manages to maintain his friendly welcome over many hours, and always 
seems to answer the call to serve the population. His similar work at Escrick cricket club was honoured 
this year with an invitation to a garden party at Buckingham Palace. Well done Paul. 
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Inevitably with all these changes for the better there are disappointments too. Our Under-5s 
preschool, run for many years by Tracey Edwards in the upstairs room has hit hard times, with falling 
numbers and the financial difficulties which we understand are shared with other pre-schools across 
the country. Their future may well be determined during this next twelve months. 

North Duffield Cricket Club, who adopted us as their home a few years ago with the dominance of 
football at their own playing fields, have been losing support, so that this year they have been unable 
to field an adult team, and we learn that unfortunately their junior teams are now to fold or 
amalgamate with neighbouring villages. Our Wednesday evening cricket continues with success, 
however, and the White Swan’s football in winter on Saturdays when weather permits. They have 
both benefitted from improved condition of the playing surfaces, thanks mainly to the care and 
attention of John Patrick, and also the application of shock-waving and verti-draining treatments. 

Looking forward, your committee of trustees hope to continue to promote the use of the facilities in 
the way that is most desired throughout the community. The improvements planned for the premises 
will progress just as soon as the finance can be raised. We welcome ideas and input and hope all will 
feel able to share with us their desires for the future. 

Richard Moore. 

5th March 2020 






















































