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TRUSTEES REPORT – 2018/9 

With a view to achieving our objectives the clubs as adopted the 

following  Mission Statement: “Addlestone Canoe Club is committed 

to providing safe, high quality paddlesport facilities, adventure, 

challenge, fitness and health opportunities for the youth, families 

and community of Runnymede and surrounding areas” 

How do we do this?-  

We have been doing this with a dedicated team of volunteers on the 

committee, supported by our volunteer coaches and helpers and the 

support of our members. 

ACC had gained Club Mark accreditation and we are currently 

moving towards British Canoeing Quality Mark during 2019-2020. 

Being one of the few multi-discipline clubs in the region ACC offers a 

broad access to all types of canoeing. 

The club has continued to welcome beginners and experienced 

paddlers alike and has trained and supported their coaches and 

volunteers in order to provide quality training for athletes right 

through to International level, this in turn provides inspiration for the 

next newcomers. 

Engaging and developing young people has always been a focus of 

the club and we continue to run sessions for uniformed groups, 

youth clubs and schools. Year ending February 2019 this amounted 

to around 1000 young people attending sessions at the club during 

the year.   The Club’s objectives remain to engage more people in a 

healthy lifestyle and with the warm, friendly welcome, which our 

members, always give to newcomers, our popularity and 

membership grows year on year.   

The club always endeavours to keep the cost of membership, boat 

hire and courses affordable and accessible to all members of the 



 2 

community. (As always, in cases of hardship, the club will always find 

a way to help with costs when possible.) 

Everyone plays a part, from volunteering to coach, standing on the 

committee, helping on the water or bank-side, helping out with jobs 

and club and river tidy and clean up days, all make the club what it is- 

a friendly, accessible, happy place to come and paddle, exercise, 

engage with the outdoors, the environment and socialise, with all 

the physical and mental health benefits this brings.  

So the year ending February 2019 The Trustees are delighted to 

report that membership reached a record number of 167 people, 

representing individuals, young people and families alike. 

We had amazing weather last summer, introductory courses were 

full and club sessions were busy. We do of course, love to attract 

new paddlers and members but also want to continue to best serve 

the needs of current members by trying to offer the ways to develop 

their own related skills in order to retain their support to further 

benefit the club and the community.  

We ran courses for members last year to include- WWSR and first 

aid. 

All sections have been very active as usual: 

We have a growing number of Canadian Canoeists and have had trips 

such as the Medway and Thames. (No Dart trip last year!) We hope 

to grow this section and plan more trips this coming year. 

Stand Up Paddle Boards are great fun, becoming very popular and 

are a great way of introducing newcomers to other paddlesport. 

British Canoeing gave us a small grant to go towards starting up this 

section. 

Coaches have run trips to The Dee, Tryweryn, Nene and Dart with 

trips to Lee Valley. The Cardington/Bedford weekend aimed at 

developing beginners on white water was as popular as ever and is 



 3 

as ever open to members of other invited clubs, as it was especially 

useful for beginners to meet other paddlers and be supported by our 

and their coaches and experienced paddlers. It’s a classic opportunity 

for learning and building confidence while having a fun time.  

The Pool sessions at Woking continue to be a success offering capsize 

practice and canoe polo. Lido sessions at Guildford continue in the 

summer too. Both are open to non-members. The Lido is regularly 

attended by several scout groups from around Surrey, Hinchley 

Wood, Claygate, Ashtead and Woking, as well as students from 

Surrey University, each group bringing their own approved coaches, 

providing opportunities for many new to the sport to learn basic 

safety and paddling through to rolling in a warm clean safe 

environment.   

The racing contingent continue to attain great results. 

Rory went to Olympic hopes regatta. Rory and Becky were selected 

by GB to go to Duisberg, this being Becky’s first International. They 

are both on the super-regional squad. 

Those that haven’t reached the dizzy heights of competition have fun 

paddling, keeping fit and socialising in the women’s, men’s and 

mixed groups. 

ACC has had lots of promotions in sprint and marathon at the 

national regattas from young people through to the vets! We are 

currently  4th place in Club medal tally at national level. 

Our little motto is: For a small club, we do great things! 

 

It is a shame that our facilities do not reflect our success and the 

committee does fear for the future of our current and prospective 

paddlers working from our current inadequate base. Our current 

space has been patched up and now beyond repair and our facilities 

are inadequate as was apparent in the response to the member 
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questionnaire, which cited poor facilities as a source of frustration 

and a negative for future engagement.  We barely provide the basic 

requirements of a sports club in 2019 and beyond and drastically lack 

facilities to attract and encourage full participation by all sections of 

the community especially participants with disabilities, girls and 

women. 

This hopefully will all be resolved soon with the build of the new 

clubhouse. As the current permission for planning expires in August 

we will need to submit another planning application. As nothing has 

changed from the last one, we have confidence that this will be 

passed. We have had regular meetings with neighbours to keep them 

informed of progress and they wish us well with the project. Thank 

you again to number 32 for providing extra car parking space at 

some of our busiest times. Over the last year we have collated all of 

the relevant data for the grant submissions, Many Thanks go to 

Chertsey Combined Charity for their support and our first pledge of 

£15,000 earlier in the year. We currently await response from the 

London Marathon Trust and Sport England among others.  We were 

presented cheque for £4312 in December raised from the sponsored 

walk by members back last April.  A further £2,700 was raised by 

members at the Westminster Abbey sleepover (half for the Church 

Urban Fund for homeless -half for the clubhouse build). As evidence 

our the commitment of members we now have raised and saved,-  

£70,000 in the build fund and have paid all the costs relating to 

getting the build started (£25,000). 

In the coming season and year we plan to increase this further, 

asking our members and coaches to support even more work with 

schools and local groups, an extra Introductory course and other 

fund raising events( and activities to support the community and 

building funds. 

May 2019 












