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1. Approval	of	the	Minutes	of	General	Assembly	2018	
(these	have	been	published	on	the	EUBS	Website)

2. Report	on	EUBS2019	Meeting
3. Awards	and	Grants
4. EUBS	Elections
5. Membership	Report
6. Financial	Report
7. Journal	&	Website	(+	social	media)	Report
8. Next	EUBS	Meetings
9. Any	other	business

General	Assembly

Approval	of	GA



• 345	registered	participants	
• 95	EUBS	members
• 89	UHMS/SPUMS/non-affiliated
• 15	students/nurses/technicians
• 30	accompanying	persons
• 36	countries	(Israel	>	US	>	Ge	>	UK	>	NL	>…)

• 16	sponsors,	represented	by	46	persons
• Diving	workshop	Cesarea	/	Eilat
• Tour	to	Jerusalem

Report	of	EUBS2019	Meeting



Report	of	EUBS2019	Meeting



Awards and Grants

Award	Committee:	P.	Bryson,	B.	Mirasoglu,	C.	Balestra

Best	Poster:	

a.	Arne	Zetterström	Award		(best	poster)

HYPERBARIC	OXYGEN	THERAPY	FOR	THE	
TREATMENT	OF	PERIANAL	FISTULAS	IN	CROHN`S	
DISEASE	(HOT-TOPIC	TRIAL):	PRELIMINARY	
RESULTS	
Nina	Lansdorp,	Krisztina	B	Gecse,	Christianne	J	
Buskens,	Mark	Löwenberg,	Jaap	Stoker,	Willem	A	
Bemelman,	Geert	RAM	D'Haens,	Rob	A	van	Hulst



Awards and Grants

Award	Committee:		G.	Vandenhoven,	C.	Balestra

Winner:	

b.	Patrick	Musimu	Award	(Breathhold	Diving)

Not awarded

Société Belge de Médecine Hyperbare et Subaquatique
Belgische Vereniging voor Overdruk en Onderwatergeneeskunde



• 2	Requests	for	Travel	Grants	received,	1	awarded
• Sanjin	Kovacěvić	
Institute	of	Pathological	Physiology	Faculty	of	Medicine,	
University	of	Belgrade,	Serbia:
“Hyperbaric	Oxygen	Preconditioning	Improves	Antioxidant	
Defence	And	Kidney	Structure	In	Experimental	Model	Of	
Ischemic	Acute	Kidney	Injury	In	Spontaneously	Hypertensive	
Rats“

• Accepted	as	Poster	Presentation
• Encouraged	to	submit	a	paper	of	your	work	to	Diving	
and	Hyperbaric	Medicine	Journal

Awards	and	Grants
c.	Travel	Grants



• 1	Request	for	Research	Grant	received,	awarded
• Jacky	Lautridou
Department	of	Circulation	and	Medical	Imaging,	NTNU,	
Norway	:
“Proteomics	applied	to	decompression	sickness:	finding	a	
new	biomarker	of	DCS	early	development“

• Accepted	as	Oral	Presentation
• Encouraged	to	submit	a	paper	of	your	work	to	Diving	
and	Hyperbaric	Medicine	Journal
• Acknowledge	EUBS	Support	in	final	report
• Copy	of	PhD	Thesis	/	Report	to	EUBS	Archives

Awards	and	Grants
c.	Research	Award



• Travel	Grant
• Research	Grant

• Incentive	for	young	researchers
• Approved	research	protocols	(research	institutions)
• Conditions

• Acknowledge	EUBS	support
• Submit	abstract	&	participate	in	next	EUBS	Meeting
• Submit	paper	to	DHM	Journal	if	possible
• Obtain	copy	of	PhD	thesis	for	EUBS	records

• Available	funds	to	be	decided	each	year	by	ExCom	
– next	year:	4000	€	available

• Call	for	proposals	open	as	from	Sept	12th,	closing	Nov	1st

• Research	&	Education	Committee	evaluates	proposals,	decision	
NLT	December	1st 2019
• Contact:	secretary@eubs.org

Travel	&	Research	Grants	for	2020	:

Awards	and	Grants

Approval	of	GA



EUBS	ExCom	Elections	2019
• Member	at	Large	2019-2022

Gerardo	Bosco	
Padova,	Italy

Miroslav	Rozloznik	
Ostrava,	Czech	Republic

Akin	Savas	Toklu
Istanbul,	Turkey
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EUBS	ExCom	Elections	2019
• Member	at	Large	2019-2022

Gerardo	“Dino”	Bosco	
Padova,	Italy

Gerardo	BOSCO
is	an	Associate	Professor	at	the	Department	of	Biomedical	Sciences	at	
the	University	of	Padova,	Italy.	He	started	diving	as	a	23-year	old	
medical	student	and	immediately	became	interested	in	environmental	
physiology.	In	1997,	he	obtained	his	medical	school	degree	with	a	
thesis	on	the	functional	evaluation	of	combat	divers	with	the	Italian	
Navy	Special	Forces.	During	a	residency	in	underwater	and	hyperbaric	
medicine,	he	participated	in	a	experimental	high-altitude	diving	
project,	evaluating	the	different	degrees	of	post-immersion	platelet	
activation	in	an	iced	lake	on	Monte	Bianco	(Mont	Blanc).	He	then	
spent	several	years	in	Syracuse,	USA	and	worked	on	ischemia-
reperfusion	(his	PhD	thesis)	and	human	metabolism	in	extreme	
environments.
Back	in	Italy,	in	2011	he	founded	the	‘Hyperbaric	School	of	Padua”	at	
the	University	of	Padova,	offering	a	Level	II	course	for	diving and	
hyperbaric	medicine	and	a	High	Course	in	technical	and	health	
management	for	hyperbaric	technicians	and	nurses.	Gerardo	(“Dino”)	
was	elected	Vice-President	for	UHMS	from	2016-2018.



EUBS	ExCom	Elections	2019
• Leaving	ExCom:	Member	at	Large	2016

Bengusu	Mirasoglu
Istanbul,	Turkey

Bengusu MIRASOGLU
Istanbul	Faculty	of	Medicine,	Underwater	and	Hyperbaric	Medicine	
Department	
Since	2011,	representative	of	Turkey	in	ECHM	Board	of	
Representatives
Member	of	Turkish	Underwater	and	Hyperbaric	Medicine	Society.		
Served	as	a	general	secretary	for	three	years	in	the	society.	
Trainer	in	the	“Train	the	Foot	Trainer”	program	ran	by	International	
Working	Group	on	the	Diabetic	Foot	(IWGDF)	in	Turkey

She	is	co-author	of	ten	publications	in	international	and	national	
journals	and	15	international	conference	presentations.	Also	co-
author	of	more	than	40	presentations	in	national	conferences.	
She’s	currently	working	on	the	effect	of	hyperbaric	oxygen	on	
hemorrheological parameters	and	diver	profiles	in	Turkey.
CMAS	three	star	diver.	Participated	in	scientific	diving	projects	with	
the	Institute	of	Marine	Biology	and	archeology	diving	projects	
(Kizilburun Column	Wreck	Excavation	and	Kekova expeditions)	by	
the	Institute	of	Nautical	Archeology.	



New	composition	of	EUBS	ExCom	2019-2020:
• President:	Ole	Hyldegaard
• Vice	President:	Jean-Eric	Blatteau
• Immediate	Past	President:	Jacek	Kot
• Past	President:	Costantino	Balestra
• Member	at	Large	2017:	Rodrigue	Pignel
• Member	at	Large	2018:	François	Guerrero
• Member	at	Large	2019:	Gerardo	Bosco
• Membership	Secretary	– Treasurer:	Kath	Pye
• Honorary	Secretary:	Peter	Germonpré
• EUBS	Liaison	Officer:	Phil	Bryson
• DHM,	European/Deputy	Editor:	Lesley	Blogg

EUBS	ExCom	2019-2020

Approval	of	GA



EUBS	ExCom	2019-2020

Liaison	Committee	
• Relations	with	other	Societies	/	Disciplines
• Online	Discussion	Group	Pathologists
• Phil	Bryson

DHM	Journal	Governance Committee
• According	to	MoU	SPUMS-EUBS	(signed	2018)
• Phil	Bryson,	Karin	Hasmiller

Research	&	Education	Committee	
• Propose	activities	(e.g	workshop	@	EUBS	Meeting);	
• Evaluate	(Travel	Grant	&)	Research	Grant	applications
• Costantino	Balestra,	Jean-Eric	Blatteau,	Karin	Hasmiller



Financial	Report	
(01	January	2018	– 31	December	2018)	



Financial	Report	
(01	January	2018	– 31	December	2018)	



• Audited	and	approved	by	Mr	Richard	Wate	
(DDRC)	on	February	2,	2018	– officially	
thanked

• Financial	situation	healthy
• TRICON2018	Surplus:	approx	13	000	€	
• ONR	Conference	support:	12	000	$	

• Expenses to be expected:
• Invited	Speakers	EUBS2019	
• Abstract	Book	EUBS2019	Meeting
• Journal	trimesterial	payments	

• Report	will	be	made	available	on	EUBS	
Website	(Member’s	Only	Section)	for	three	
months

Financial	Report	
(01	January	2018	– 31	December	2018)	

Approval	of	GA



Membership	Report	
• EUBS	Membership	is	slowly	increasing:	now	320	
(2018:	was	293)	
• Membership	categories	 (implemented	2017-2018)

• Full	Member	(DHM	e-journal)	:	152	members
• Print	option	:	168	members

• Undergraduate	Member	(student):	2	(was:	6)
• Associate	Member	(only	Journal,	no	medical/scientific	
background	needed):	8	(was:	7)

• Corporate	Membership	(2	Full	Membership	+	
acknowledgement	on	Website	/	Abstract	book):	10	(was:	6)

• 10%	Discount	for	members	of	Affiliate	Societies	
and	Group	Memberships
• 2019:	UHMS,	SIMSI,	SBMHS,	SHF,	GTUEM,	MedSubHyp,	SUHMS
• Yearly	agreement	upon	written	request;	renewed	on	ExCom	
decision	in	case	20	members	during	current	year



• Proposed	Membership	Fees	2019-2020
• Full	Membership	:	120	€		
• Undergraduate	Membership	:	60	€	
• Associate	Membership	:	100	€	
• Corporate	Membership	:	700	€	
• Print	service	:	actual	costs	(P&M)	=	7.5	€	per	issue
• Option	available	at	30	€	/	year

• 10%	Discount	:	maintained	for	all	current	Affiliate	
Societies	

Membership	Report	

Approval	of	GA



Diving and Hyperbaric 
Medicine
Editors’ Report to EUBS 
General Assembly

September 2019

SIMON MITCHELL



Prof. Simon Mitchell
Department of Anaesthesiology
The University of Auckland, NZ

EUBS Meeting
Tel Aviv
September 2019

DHM	JOURNAL:	Annual	Report
(see	separate	document)



EUBS	Website	Report



EUBS	Website	Report



EUBS	Website	Report



EUBS	Website	Report



EUBS	Website	Report



EUBS	Website	Report



EUBS	Social Media



EUBS	Social Media



EUBS	Next	Meetings

EUBS 2020 Annual Scientific Meeting
- Prague, September 16-19, 2020

Michal	HAJEK



EUBS	Next	Meetings
2021	:	Porto
Secretary-General:	Oscar	Ferraz	CAMACHO

Unidade de	
Medicina Hiperbárica



EUBS	Next	Meetings

2022:	Brest	(France)

2023:	Copenhagen	(Denmark)

2024:	Rijeka	(Croatia)

2025:	Turku	(Finland)



Other	matters

1. Collaboration	ECHM	– EUBS
- Increased	collaboration	desired/needed
- Possible	future	merger	:	ECHM	as	a	Committee	

within	EUBS	structure
- Task	force	to	be	composed	of	members	of	EUBS	

ExCom	(J.Kot,	O.Hyldegaard,	P.Germonpre)	and	
ECHM	Executive	Board	(J.Kot,	A.Marroni,	
K.Hasmiller)

- Timeframe:	asap	(1-2	years?)
- Will	need	modification	of	EUBS	Bylaws
- Presentation	/	context	by	Jacek	KOT	in	next	slides



HBO-related	organisations	in	Europe

NAME SCOPE

EUBS European	Underwater	
and	Baromedical Society

Scientific	matters,	mostly	annual	
conferences,	journal	DHM	(with	
SPUMS)

ECHM European	Committee	
for	Hyperbaric	Medicine

Safety,	Education,	Guidelines,	
Standards,	Indications

EBAss European	Baromedical	Association	
for	nurses,	operators	and	technicians

Education	of	non-physician	staff

EDTC European	Diving	Technology	Committee Technical	aspects,	medical	
sub-committee	for	education

ECB European	College	of	Baromedicine Education,	Accreditation



1st 1994 The	applications	of	Hyperbaric	Oxygen;	standards	for	education	and	training,	future	
directions	of	research;	technical	requirements.	Lille,	France

2nd 1996 The	treatment	of	decompression	accidents	in	recreational	diving.	
Marseille,	France

3rd 1996 The	role	of	Hyperbaric	Oxygen	in	acute	musculo-skeletal	trauma.	
Milano,	Italy

4th 1998 Hyperbaric	oxygen	in	the	management	of	foot	lesions	in	diabetic	patients.	London,	UK

5th 2001 Hyperbaric	oxygen	in	the	treatment	of	radio-induced	lesions	in	normal	tissues.	Lisbon,	
Portugal

6th 2003 Prevention	of	dysbaric	injuries	in	diving	and	hyperbaric	work.	
Geneva,	Switzerland

7th 2004 List	of	clinical	indications	for	HBOT.	Lille,	France

8th 2006 Oxygen	and	Tissue	Repair	(ETRS	&	ECHM).	Ravenna,	Italy

9th 2012 Organization	of	a	Clinical	Hyperbaric	Therapy	Centre	and	Related	Health	Management	
Issues,	Belgrade,	Serbia

10th 2016 List	of	clinical	indications	for	HBOT.	Lille,	France

ECHM	List	of	indications
4Consensus Conferences



European	main	documents	
on	HBO	therapy

1998
2001

2004
2006

EN 14931:2006

2015

Diving and Hyperbaric Medicine  Volume 45 No. 1 March 201542

Physicians and critical care in hyperbaric chambers

Papers from the European Underwater and Baromedical Society (EUBS) special session at 
the 40th Annual Scientific Meeting in Wiesbaden, Germany, September 2014

The following four papers are based on previously unpublished presentations and discussions from the European Committee 
for Hyperbaric Medicine (ECHM) satellite symposium, Sharm El-Sheik, Egypt, in 2007 and updated at a special session of 
the EUBS Annual Scientific Meeting, Wiesbaden, September 2014. The session was co-chaired by Michael A Lang, OxyHeal 
Health Group, National City, California, USA, Karin Hasmiller, BG-Unfallklinik Murnau, Murnau-am-Staffelsee, Germany 
and Peter HJ Müller, Universitätsspital Basel, Basel, Switzerland and past European Editor, Diving and Hyperbaric Medicine.

All faculty members openly disclosed any conflict of interest that could have influenced the content of their presentations; 
however, there were none. In addition to the investments made by the participants, the EUBS and the ECHM are most grateful 
to the Organisation Committee of the EUBS 2014 Conference and the OxyHeal Health Group for their administrative efforts 
and generous financial support in making this session possible.

Hyperbaric oxygen therapy for intensive care patients: position 
statement by the European Committee for Hyperbaric Medicine
Daniel Mathieu, Beatrice Ratzenhofer-Komenda and Jacek Kot

Abstract

(Mathieu D, Ratzenhofer-Komenda B, Kot J. Hyperbaric oxygen therapy for intensive care patients: indications and risk/
benefit balance. Diving and Hyperbaric Medicine. 2015;45 March;45(1):42-46.)
Many of the accepted indications for hyperbaric oxygen treatment (HBOT) may occur in critically ill patients. HBOT 
itself may cause a number of physiological changes which may further compromise the patient’s state. Guidelines on the 
management of critically ill patients in a hyperbaric facility have been founded on the conclusions of the 2007 European 
Committee for Hyperbaric Medicine (ECHM) meeting. With regard to patient management, HBOT should be included in 
the overall care of ICU patients only after a risk/benefit assessment related to the specifics of both the hyperbaric centre and 
the patient’s clinical condition and should not delay or interrupt their overall management. Neither patient monitoring nor 
treatment should be altered or stopped due to HBOT, and any HBOT effects must be strictly evaluated and appropriately 
mitigated. With regard to the hyperbaric facility itself, the hyperbaric chamber should be specifically designed for ICU 
patients and should be fully equipped to allow continuation of patient monitoring and treatment. The hyperbaric chamber 
ideally should be located in, or around the immediate vicinity of the ICU, and be run by a sufficiently large and well-trained 
team of physicians, nurses, chamber operators and technicians. All devices to be introduced into the chamber should be 
evaluated, tested and acknowledged as safe for use in a hyperbaric environment and all procedures (standard and emergency) 
should be tested and written before being implemented.

Key words
Hyperbaric oxygen treatment, intensive care medicine, standards, ECHM - European Committee for Hyperbaric Medicine, 
safety, hyperbaric facilities, patient monitoring, ventilators, training

Introduction

Hyperbaric oxygen treatment (HBOT) is a therapeutic 
modality in which oxygen (O2) is given via the patient’s 
respiratory system at a pressure above atmospheric pressure. 
The objective is to obtain an increase in tissue oxygen 
pressure, either to compensate for a deficiency in oxygen 
supply, or to recruit the effects of oxygen delivered at partial 
pressures above normal.

Many of the accepted indications for HBOT may occur 
in critically ill patients. However, HBOT causes many 

physiological changes that may further compromise a 
patient’s haemodynamic and respiratory state. Furthermore, 
to provide intensive care inside a hyperbaric chamber is not 
an easy task and many hyperbaric centres do not have the 
chamber, equipment and trained staff to provide such care. 
Finally, the hyperbaric facility is rarely in the immediate 
vicinity of the intensive care unit (ICU), so repeated 
patient transport between the ICU and the chamber may be 
necessary, with all its attendant, potentially adverse events.

Therefore, the decision to treat an ICU patient with HBOT is 
made by a careful risk/benefit analysis related to the specifics 
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Consensus Conference 
Tenth European Consensus Conference on Hyperbaric Medicine: 
recommendations for accepted and non-accepted clinical indications 
and practice of hyperbaric oxygen treatment
Daniel Mathieu, Alessandro Marroni and Jacek Kot

Abstract

(Mathieu D, Marroni A, Kot J. Tenth European Consensus Conference on Hyperbaric Medicine: recommendations for 
accepted and non-accepted clinical indications and practice of hyperbaric oxygen treatment. Diving and Hyperbaric 
Medicine. 2017 March;47(1):24-32.)
The tenth European Consensus Conference on Hyperbaric Medicine took place in April 2016, attended by a large delegation 
of experts from Europe and elsewhere. The focus of the meeting was the revision of the European Committee on Hyperbaric 
Medicine (ECHM) list of accepted indications for hyperbaric oxygen treatment (HBOT), based on a thorough review of 
the best available research and evidence-based medicine (EBM). For this scope, the modified GRADE system for evidence 
analysis, together with the DELPHI system for consensus evaluation, were adopted. The indications for HBOT, including 
those promulgated by the ECHM previously, were analysed by selected experts, based on an extensive review of the literature 
and of the available EBM studies. The indications were divided as follows: Type 1, where HBOT is strongly indicated as 
a primary treatment method, as it is supported by sufficiently strong evidence; Type 2, where HBOT is suggested as it is 
supported by acceptable levels of evidence; Type 3, where HBOT can be considered as a possible/optional measure, but 
it is not yet supported by sufficiently strong evidence. For each type, three levels of evidence were considered: A, when 
the number of randomised controlled trials (RCTs) is considered sufficient; B, when there are some RCTs in favour of the 
indication and there is ample expert consensus; C, when the conditions do not allow for proper RCTs but there is ample and 
international expert consensus. For the first time, the conference also issued ‘negative’ recommendations for those conditions 
where there is Type 1 evidence that HBOT is not indicated. The conference also gave consensus-agreed recommendations 
for the standard of practice of HBOT.

Key words
Medical conditions and problems; Evidence; Systematic review; Symposium; European Committee for Hyperbaric Medicine

Introduction

The European Committee for Hyperbaric Medicine (ECHM) 
has in its objectives the continuous improvement in the 
quality of care and the safety of hyperbaric medicine.1  One 
of the tools used to reach this target is the organization of 
consensus conferences to issue guidelines which could be 
recognized and accepted as widely as possible. Two such 
consensus conferences have been organized previously in 
1994 and 2004. In 1994, the guidelines were elaborated by a 
jury from expert reports and discussion with the conference 
audience.2  In 2004, the guidelines report was improved in 
grading the recommendations both by the level of evidence 
supporting the recommendation and their importance for 
clinical practice.3  Twelve years on, it was time to review and 
update these guidelines based on the advances in medical 
knowledge and the experience gained in clinical practice 
during that period. For the 2016 guidelines, ECHM wished 
to go a step further in reporting not only recommendations 
with their clinical importance and evidence level, but 
also how confident the conference audience was in those 
recommendations. A preliminary report with the short list 
of indications for hyperbaric oxygen treatment (HBOT) 

was published recently.4  Here, we present the full report, 
including methodology and detailed recommendations given 
at the conference. Additional files with literature queries and 
analysis of published evidence using the GRADE system 
can be found on the ECHM website (www.ECHM.org).

Methodology

Evidence based medicine (EBM) methodology has gained 
a widespread acceptance and is presently an integral part of 
modern medical practice. The approach and tools used in 
EBM involve using scientific evidence to provide answers 
to specific questions. However in the real world, there are 
different levels of evidence depending on the source of 
information and the design of the study (e.g., from case 
reports to randomised controlled trials RCTs). This results 
in the concept of a pyramid of evidence with a decreasing 
chance of bias as the methodological rigour improves 
moving up the pyramid. For interested readers, we provide 
a useful reference on EBM.5

The process of issuing new recommendations for clinical 
practice is typically based on three components: 1) the 
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the European Diving Technology Committee (EDTC).
• We recommend education and training of hyperbaric 

centre non-medical staff comply with the standards 
developed by the European Baromedical Association 
for nurses, operators and technicians (EBAss) and 
agreed by ECHM.

• We recommend physicians involved in hyperbaric 
centres are trained and participate in clinical as well as 
basic research.

• We recommend the hyperbaric community at large 
increases its participation in the research effort in order 
to improve the level of evidence supporting the ECHM 
recommendations.
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European	references
for HBO	staff



ECGP4HBO
• The	European	Code	of	Good	Practice	

for	HBO Therapy (May	2004)	represents	
a	harmonised	European	view	on	safety	
in	therapeutic	hyperbaric	facilities.

• It should	be	used	as	a	reference	document	
in	European	countries	in	need	of	Guidelines,	
Regulations,	and	Standards	
in	hyperbaric	medicine.

• It	will be	the	basis for	European
quality	assurance	system	in	HBO.

• The	update	is	planned	to	be	released	
in	2019/2020	



ECHM	members (2019)

• President:	 Daniel	Mathieu à Jacek	Kot
• Vice-President:	 Alessandro	Marroni à Alessandro	Marroni
• General	Secretary:	 Jacek	Kot	 àWilli	Welslau



Merging
Willingness	to	merge	two	entities	in	order	to:
• Stipulate cooperation
• Avoid unnecessary redundancy
• Increase clearity of	the	system
• Extend the	scope of	the	EUBS
• Ensure constant refreshment of	the	ECHM	structures

E U B S
C
H
M

Europe,	October	1st,	2016	

	

DECLARATION	OF	COOPERATION	

	

We,	the	Presidents	of	the	European	Committee	for	Hyperbaric	Medicine	(ECHM)	and	the	European	Underwater	and	

Baromedical	Society	(EUBS),	

- whereas	the	ECHM	is	funded	to	study	and	define	common	indications	for	hyperbaric	therapy,	research	and	therapy	

protocols,	common	standards	for	therapeutics	and	technical	procedures,	equipment	and	personnel,	cost-benefit	

and	cost-effectiveness	criteria,	 to	act	as	representative	body	with	European	health	authorities,	and	to	promote	

cooperation	among	scientific	organizations	involved	in	Diving	and	Hyperbaric	Medicine;	

- whereas	 the	 EUBS	 is	 founded	 to	 advance	 the	 science	 of	 undersea	 medicine	 and	 related	 scientific	 disciplines,	

including	hyperbaric	medicine,	work	in	compressed	gas,	and	hyperoxia,	and	to	assist	in	the	promotion	of	research	

in	these	fields	and	in	the	publication	of	the	results	of	such	research,	to	provide	a	forum	for	professional	scientific	

communication	among	individuals	and	groups	 involved	 in	basic	and	applied	studies	concerned	with	medical	 life	

sciences	 and	 human	 factors	 aspects	 of	 the	 hyperbaric	 and	 hyperoxic	 environment,	 to	 aid	 in	 maintaining	 co-

operation	between	 life	sciences	and	other	disciplines	concerned	with	extending	hyperbaric	activity,	 to	work	for	

improved	safety	of	all	operations	by	advice	and	educational	seminars	on	the	medical	and	physiological	hazards	

involved	and	to	do	all	such	other	things	as	shall	further	the	objectives	of	the	society;	

	

1. Express	our	willingness	to	initiate	the	efforts	in	merging	aims,	activities,	jobs	and	functions	of	both	organizations	in	

order	to	further	stipulate	the	active	involvement	of	all	the	Members	of	both	organizations	in	Diving	and	Hyperbaric	

Medicine;	

2. Stress	that	it	is	of	fundamental	importance	to	guarantee	that	all	aims	of	both	organizations	are	upheld	in	full	and	

further	 cooperation	 should	 be	 treated	 as	 the	 add-on	 value	 to	 enforce	 the	 position	 of	 Diving	 and	 Hyperbaric	

Medicine	in	Europe;	

3. Decide	to	prepare	in	the	closest	foreseeable	future	the	agreed	proposal	on	fundamental	requirements	to	be	fulfilled	

by	both	organizations	to	be	presented	to	the	Executive	Committees	for	consideration;	

4. Agree	 that	 specific	 details	 of	 such	 cooperation	 and	 modifications	 of	 the	 Constitutions	 and	 By-laws	 of	 both	

organizations	will	be	proceeded	by	the	Joint	Committee	consisting	of	representatives	delegated	by	the	Executive	

Committees	of	both	organizations;		

5. Accept	 that	 each	 President	 reserves	 the	 right	 to	 cancel	 the	 agreement	 before	 being	 presented	 to	 the	General	

Assemblies	of	both	organizations	if	the	final	proposal	is	not	in	concordance	with	the	fundamental	requirements	as	

declared	in	points	2	and	3.		

	

  

Daniel Mathieu 
President of ECHM 

Jacek Kot 
President of EUBS 

	



Merging
To	ensure:
• Continuity of	the	name,	history	and	tradition
• “independency”	of	the	Committee	treated	as	the	academic	freedom	in	preparation	of	

the	documents ,	standards,	guidelines	and	recommendations
• Proper	Committee	structure:	group	of	active	medical	practitioners	in	the	field	of	

hyperbaric	medicine (minimum	Level	2H).	Chairman	and	General	Secretary	are	elected	
by	Societies	GA	same	rules	as	the	President.

• Efficient	internal cooperation:	chairman	of	the	Committee	is	included	in	the	ExCom	with	
the	voting	rights and	every	Society	member	can	participate	in	the	Committee	meeting	
(without	voting	rights)

• Efficient	external cooperation (function	of	“federation”	 of	the	National	Societies	in	the	
Hyperbaric	Medicine)

• Efficient	work:	meeting	of	the	Committee	should	be	at	least	one	per	year,	documents	
must	be	updated	regularly,	workshops	and	Consensus	Conferences	on	Practice	in	
Hyperbaric	Medicine should	be	organized	regularly	by	the	Society,	results	should	be	
reported	to	the	GA	and	submitted	for	publications.

E U B S
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Merging
Working	Group	for	preparation	of	draft	proposal:

1. Jacek	Kot (both	EUBS	&	ECHM)
– Former	ECHM	General	Secretary
– Current	ECHM	President
– EUBS	Immediate	Past	President

2. Alessandro	Marroni (ECHM	Vice-President)
3. Karin	Hasmiller (ECHM	EB	member)

4. Ole	Hyldegaard (EUBS	President)
5. Peter	Germonpre (EUBS	Honorary	Secretary)

E U B S
C
H
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Other	matters



Other	matters

2. OXYNET	Database of	Hyperbaric
Centres	in	Europe

• Property of	ECHM,	hosted by	University of	Gdynia,	domain
name paid for	by	EUBS

• GA	Decision 2018:	
• Update	of	information	ongoing through efforts	of	

EUBS	ExCom members (B.	Mirasoglu,	R.	Pignel)
• Update	of	HBO	Center	information	:	please
contact	them via	oxynet@eubs.org !



Any	Other	Business

From	members:
• Number	of	participating	students	=	very	low.	

Possibly	need	to	increase	Travel	Support	by	
means	of	grants	?

• Comment:	travel	grants	are	theoretically	
limited	to	800	€	each,	up	to	a	maximum	3	
(2500	€).	However,	this	is	not	a	hard	rule	– for	
TRICON2018,	6	were	awarded.	



General	Assembly
Tel	Aviv	- September	12,	2017	

08:30-09:30










