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Lambeth Orchestra is a registered charity, number 274831.  
 
The charity’s current trustees are:  
Nina Swann   Chair;  
Kimberley Godley  Treasurer;  
Sarah Philips  Secretary 
Rich Amison  Librarian 
Erica Blackler  
Alex Dottridge   
Penny Langton  
Jack Wilson    
 
Ex officio members of the management committee:  
Dr Christopher Fifield   Music Director 
Alan Thorogood    Leader 
Anna Winstone  Orchestra Manager  
 
The charity’s object as set out in its constitution is “to promote, develop and maintain the education 
of its members and the public in an appreciation of the art and science of music in all its aspects by 
the presentation of public orchestral concerts and by such other ways as the Orchestra through its 
committee shall determine from time to time”. The constitution further provides that the orchestra 
shall, as far as is consistent with that objective, pursue a policy of (a) providing good orchestral 
music at affordable prices to an audience in and around Lambeth who might not otherwise attend 
orchestral concerts, and (b) giving opportunities to amateur players to perform music which they 
might not otherwise have a chance to play.  
 
To these ends, the orchestra engages the services of a professional music director and leader 
together with soloists and occasional extra instrumental players according to the requirements of 
specific programmes. The orchestra further engages the services of an orchestra manager in 
consideration for a small honorarium, to assist in pursuing the above object and policy.  
 
The orchestra’s primary sources of income are subscriptions from members, income raised from 
ticket sales and fees for engagement by choral societies, other external organisations and 
individuals.  
 
18-19 Season Recap 
Artistically the orchestra flourished in the 2018-19 financial year, with a season of five of our own 
promoted concerts at All Saints West Dulwich, plus a paid date with the combined Suffolk choirs in 
Snape Maltings.   
 
We opened the season with Rossini’s Barber of Seville overture, followed by Poulenc’s Piano 
Concerto with Ugnius Pauliukonis, finishing with Tchaikovsky’s fourth symphony.  
 



In December we celebrated the centenary of Bernstein’s birth with a programme that included his 
Three Dance Variations from Fancy Free, Three Dance Episodes from On the Town and his 
Candide Overture alongside Korngold’s violin concerto with soloist Michael Foyle and Borodin’s 
Symphony No 2. Our resident brass quintet once again entertained the audience in the interval 
with Christmas carols – thanks to Joe Cooney for organising this.  
 
In February it was time to tackle the Rautavaara postponed from the previous season’s 
programme. We had enormous fun accompanying the birdsong – many thanks to Adrian Wheeler 
for his expertise with the audio track and to the open minds of our players for tackling such an 
unusual and taxing piece.   Accompanying the Rautavaara was Schumann’s piano concerto with 
soloist Florian Mitrea and Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition, as orchestrated by Ravel.  
 
In April the wind and strings took their turn to shine in Grieg’s Holberg Suite and Strauss’s Suite 
Op.4 and finished with Brahms’ Violin concerto with soloist Alexandra Lomeiko.  
 
In May we were pleased to be invited once again to accompany the joint choirs of Beccles Choral 
Society, Gippeswyk Singers and Phoenix Singers to perform Verdi’s Requiem at Snape Maltings, 
Suffolk.  The orchestra really value the opportunity to play in this iconic venue to a capacity 
audience, and we hope to return in 2021.  
 
Our season finale in June was our biennial opera performance; Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel. 
The Orchestra recruited widely via social media for singers and were thrilled to find such a 
fantastic cast – a fitting end to a great season.  
  
Other 2018-19 News 
Surveying the Orchestra  
Thanks to you all for your generous and honest feedback via your section leaders in this year’s 
survey. The committee have taken on board your collective comments and will be incorporating 
them into future plans where appropriate.  
 
Recruiting for a new conductor  
As you are all aware, Chris took the decision to wind down his commitment to the orchestra after 
almost 40 years, so we are currently in the process of recruiting for a new Principal Conductor.  
We anticipate that this will take 12-18 months to find the right person. The deadline for applications 
was Mon 4 November; we have had 61 applications. After the next committee meeting on 25 Nov 
we will have a shortlist of up to 10 candidates to interview on Sat 18 Jan 2020. From the interviews 
six candidates will be chosen to take half a rehearsal each with the orchestra in late March/April. 
From there the orchestra will vote on three/four candidates to invite to take a concert each next 
season 2020/21.  
 
Chris will take two more concerts this season, and two in 2020-21. We anticipate the new 
conductor will be in post by September 2021 after the final trial and a vote from the Orchestra.  
Chris will take a final concert in late 2021 to celebrate the Orchestra’s 50th birthday, and 40 years 
of his musical direction. We are hoping to find a high profile venue in town to host us for this event.  
  
Looking ahead  
The 19-20 season has two choral concerts; the first with our friends St John of Jerusalem Festival 
Chorus in December 2019, a reprise of Verdi’s Requiem, and the second in March with Hackney 
Singers (a new partnership) for Elgar’s Dream of Gerontius.  
  
We are in talks with the Suffolk choirs to go to Snape in April 2021, playing a sea-themed 
programme with two orchestral pieces alongside a main choral work. Hope to have this confirmed 



in the next couple of weeks.  
 
Thanks 
Thank you to the committee for your support and hard work making everything happen, especially 
to Anna Winstone, Orchestral Manager and to the section principals for fixing and general herding. 
Thank you to our other volunteers and supporters, Frances for auditing the accounts, Mark for 
designing and producing the season brochure and other print and managing the bar, Steve Ollier 
for always expertly managing Front of House on concert days.  
 
Thank you to Alan our leader for his continuing hard work and inspirational playing.   
 
Finally, thanks to Chris for his leadership, humour and energy, and to you all for your commitment, 
practice, audiences and hard work.  
 
Signed:  
 
 
 
 
 
Nina Swann  
Chair, Lambeth Orchestra  
Nov 2019 



 



 



 



 



 



 


