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Report from the Chair, Kate King

It has been a quietly successful year, one in which we have continued to grow and to 

build on previous work.

We passed the one thousand members mark during the year, which is a remarkable 

milestone.

The number of study groups has stayed healthy, but we believe that many of you 

experience problems in joining groups that are closed to new members. We need to 

monitor this situation to avoid members becoming frustrated. It may be that a new 

study group is possible from the numbers of people who share an interest but are 

currently not part of a group, and one of the Committee's priorities is to do what we 

can to eliminate waiting lists by encouraging and supporting new groups to form.

We enjoyed a varied lecture programme over the last year, and at least two speakers

have been invited to return this year. The December lecture was followed by a social 

event that was very well attended. The U3A Choir entertained us with a medley of 

seasonal songs that was very much appreciated.

I had to warn members at the start of this year that, with fewer Committee 

members this year than last, educational trips would be a low priority. There was a 

successful trip to the Supreme Court in November that built on previous popular 

visits. I hope that we will be able to resume a programme of educational trips soon, 

but it does depend on having people willing to plan them.

We had an excellent meal at Edmunds restaurant in March. The restaurant was 

awarded an AA Rosette this year in recognition of the high standards achieved by the

students. We will offer members the chance to enjoy another meal there in the New

Year.

The website has proved its worth as a resource for members and for the Committee.

Members can now renew and pay for annual membership on-line, as well as keep an

eye on forthcoming lectures and other events. The membership card and number 

that has been allocated this year is yours for as long as you remain a member of this 

U3A. In this way we can do our bit to reduce the amount of plastic in use. For this 

year the card will be checked in the usual way at lectures. From next Autumn we will

be using card readers to help remind members when they need to renew.



This year, the Committee took a decision to be more active in recruiting and 

supporting the volunteers who make the activities of this U3A possible. Jackie 

Saunders has made sure that the fire marshals and those who help keep the office 

open have been given the appropriate training, and know who to come to if they 

experience any problems. A similar role supporting study groups is well established 

on the Committee, and it is intended to keep the role of volunteer co-ordinator as a 

Committee responsibility in the future.

Finally, I would like to thank all those people who make the work of this U3A 

possible. The fire marshals have, thankfully, not been called upon to help with the 

safe evacuation of a lecture, but it is good to know that they are there if ever we 

need them. The people who staff the office and those who operate the sound and 

lighting systems for the lectures, the study group leaders and members of the 

Committee all give generously of their time to keep this organisation going. I am 

grateful to them all.

Especial thanks go to Alan Pearson for keeping the organisation's finances on track. 

Sheila Deare has been the Membership Secretary for the past three years, and I 

want to thank her for running a big and complex system so efficiently. She and Jackie

Saunders are leaving the Committee this year, and I am grateful to them both for the

work they have done on our behalf.

I look forward to another busy and successful year for us all.



  



  



 




