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Aims and Purposes 

Christchurch Methodist Church Council (CMCC) has the responsibility of working with the 
Loughborough Circuit Ministry Team; the Reverends Andrew Lomax, Jonathan Gichaara and John 
Pugh to promote the whole mission of the Church and manage the pastoral, evangelistic, social 
and ecumenical work of the Church.  Rev. Jonathan Gichaara completed his appointment on the 
31st of August 2019, and we have welcomed the Reverend Martin Swan as a part-time minister. 
 
CMCC is specifically responsible for the maintenance of the Church buildings known as 
Christchurch Methodist Church, Field Street, Shepshed, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE12 9AL. 

  

Objectives and Activities 

The Church Council is committed to enabling as many people as possible to worship at our church, 
and to become part of our church community.  The CMCC maintains an overview of worship in the 
church and ensures that this worship is relevant to all sections of our community. 
  
When planning our activities for the year the Minister and the CMCC have considered the 
Commission’s guidance on public benefit and, in particular, the specific guidance on charities for 
the advancement of religion.  In particular, we try to enable ordinary people to live out their faith 
as part of our church community through: 
  

Worship and prayer, learning about the Gospel, and developing their knowledge and trust 
in Jesus 
Provision of pastoral care for people living in Shepshed, who are members of our 
community 
Missionary and outreach work. 
  

To ensure all of this can happen we need to maintain the fabric of the Church buildings. 

  

Achievements—serving our community 

Based in the heart of the town the CCMC work to ensuring that our buildings are available to all 
community groups and we reach out to provide a welcoming space for the community to gather. 
 
On Friday mornings, Church members provide an open coffee morning at which residents of the 
town can pop in for a chat, a cup of coffee and a piece of home-made cake.  These coffee mornings 
help to keep people in touch and offer a chance for meeting friends from the town.  Transport can 
often be provided for those wishing to attend. 
 
  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  

Pastoral Care 
A number of our Church members are no longer actively able to attend church due to ill health or 
advancing years.  Our pastoral team ensure that these members are visited regularly and that 
they are able to receive a copy of the Church magazine, which is published bi-monthly.  This keeps 
members in touch with the church community and avoids them feeling isolated and lonely. 
  
In addition; church members in need of particular visiting in either times of distress or loss are 
visited by the Minister as required.  The provision of Lay Pastors is being examined as 
Christchurch still has not been able to find a Pastor from the Circuit. 

  

Worship 

Worship takes place on a Sunday morning at 10.45 am and a Sunday evening at 6 pm.  Morning 
services are supported by our Junior Choir and the evening services are supported by our Senior 
Choir. 
  
On the first Sunday of every month an all-age worship service is held.  This is open to all faiths and 
denominations within the town and we receive regular visitors to this service from other 
churches.     

Our community use has continued to grow with the following groups all now meeting in the 
premises. 

• 6th Shepshed Guides 
• Christchurch Gilbert and Sullivan Group 
• Knit and Natter 
• Fellowship 
• ACT 1 Youth Theatre Group 
• Christchurch Senior and Junior Choirs 
• Chera Voce 
• Slimming World 
• Tuesday community lunch club 

 
In addition; one off use by different community groups continues to support our local 
engagement with the community.   Church members once a month hold a breakfast before 
church to raise money for, and awareness of, other charities both in the UK and overseas. 
 
Church members can also use the premises for celebrations with family and friends, for Birthdays, 
Wedding Anniversaries and personal celebrations. 



 

 
 
 

  

A building fit for the future 
Since our refurbishment programme was completed, we are now providing at the heart of 
Shepshed modern, attractive and welcoming spaces for: 
• experiencing inspiring and innovative worship and the love of God 
• service to the community especially youth, older people and those with special needs, in 

partnership with other churches and organisations, as the Holy Spirit leads us 
• a base for Christian teaching, outreach, care and witness in the tradition of Methodism, and 

thereby to support the Loughborough Circuit in the move from maintenance to mission. 
 
Whilst our major refurbishment has been completed any building of this age will need to receive 
constant maintenance and care. 
 
New work has been undertaken this year to replace the floor in the upper hall and to try and 
improve the sound proofing to prevent sound travelling downwards.  
 
The external grounds continue to be maintained, although in the future the car park is likely to 
need resurfacing after having been dug up repeatedly to fix some water leaks to the property. 
 
Within this year, the Church has regrettably seen some instances of vandalism to the property, in 
particular to the upper room windows.  Conversations are ongoing with local property owners and 
the police to see what can be done to limit damage. 
 
 

Christchurch is a member of Churches Together In Shepshed (CTIS) and works with the other 
churches and denominations within the town on various ecumenical projects including Learning in 
Lent, the Easter Walk of Witness, the Remembrance Parade and Service and the Summer Bible 
School.  Together we support the Passion youth drop in centre, which engages young people in the 
town and provides a safe place, keeping young people off the streets. 
  
Christchurch hosts circuit services on a regular basis where Methodists from around the circuit are 
able to gather and worship together. 
  
Our Junior Church continues to develop with a wonderful band of helpers and teachers, and now 
caters from small toddlers to teenagers, sharing the message of the love of God.  This work has 
included extra activities for the senior members of the Junior Church, allowing them to explore 
their faith and their place in the wider world and within the Church. 



 

 
 

For the period covered by this report the income on our unrestricted fund was £54600 and on the 
restricted renovation fund was £7000.  During this period, we paid £38000 to the Loughborough 
Circuit as our proportion of the circuit share for ministerial costs, and other church expenditure 
amounted to £15000.   This expenditure includes donations to other charities or organisations of 
£2500. 
 
  
Full details are given in the financial statements that were approved and signed by Church council 
in November 2019. 
 
N.B. All accounts figures rounded to the nearest £100 in this report. 

  

Reserves Policy 

Our Reserves Policy deals with the General Fund; other funds also held which are not required to be 
included in our reserves are the Renovation fund, which is designated as a restricted fund and is 
designated for refurbishment of the property. 

General Fund 
We aim ideally to hold in reserve sufficient money in our general funds to cover six-months 
expenditure i.e. £25,000.  The reason for this is that income is generated mainly from members 
giving and this can fluctuate from month to month, decreasing in the summer months every year.  
However, running costs still have to be paid, and holding this level of reserve ensures that bills can 
still be paid on a timely basis. 
  
As there are insufficient funds in our General Fund to cover this amount, we are arranging 
fundraising activities to try and increase the amount held. 
  
Fundraising that is not for general church purposes will be put to the refurbishment of aspects of 
the property and fittings and will be maintained in a reserved account. 

  

Financial Review 



 

 
 
  

  

Administrative Information 

Christchurch Methodist Church is in Shepshed, Leicestershire and is part of the Loughborough 
Methodist Circuit.  This forms part of the Leicester and Northampton District.   
The administrative address for the church is: 
  
Field Street, Shepshed, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE12 9AL 
  
The Church Council meets quarterly to discuss and approve church business and the trustees and 
members are elected yearly at the Church Annual General Meeting held in May.  Authority may be 
delegated to subcommittees formed at the wish of the Church Council. 
  
Church Council members and trustees for the period of this report were:  

Circuit Superintendent Minister Rev Andrew Lomax 

Circuit Minister Rev Jonathan Gichaara – 
replaced on 31 Aug 2019 by 
Rev Martin Swan 

Senior Steward Lynn Hobson 

Steward Lorraine Cutts 

Steward Jane Dobson 

Steward Steve Price 

Steward Alf Thompson 

Steward Gladys Watret 

Church Treasurer Dawn Scott 

Assistant Treasurer Lynn Hobson 

Assistant Treasurer Alf Thompson 

Church Secretary Ian Scott 

Chairman of F&P Cynthia Popley 

Secretary of F&P Katie Brooks-Duncan 

Safeguarding representative Michelle Price 

Junior Church representative Nicole Jordan 

Elected from AGM Frank Eyres 

Elected from AGM Joan Eyres 

Elected from AGM Alan Hobson 

Elected from AGM Hannah Alderson 

Circuit Steward Margaret Williams 

Fellowship Alf Thompson 

MHA Lorraine Cutts 

Choir Gladys Watret 

 












