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Meetings:

PVFF held two meetings in the 1"2. month period (Oct 19 and Fetr 20) attended by representatives frorn

most of the ten viliages as well as from the three agencies" Actions within the FRMP were updated at

each meeting. Detaiis of the FRMP and associated actions can be found on the PVFF website
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Other Activities:

Training:

The Chair attended training on behalf of the Flood Forum, including Social Media training run by

Conrmunities Council Berkshire in Swaiiowfield in March 2019 and Water Safety Awareness training

at Didcot Fire Station with Clive Loveridge in Jan 2020"

lmogen Smith from "Communities Prepared" gave a talk to the PVFF attendees at the meeting in
February 2020 on the National Community Resilience Programme run by Groundwork. Advice, support

and training is provided via an on-line hub and bespoke training is also available. PVFF have registereri

with this scheme and have jointly applied to Greenham Common Trust for a grant to fund future
training with Groundwork. The application has been shortlisted but the final decision has now Lreen

delayed until iater in the year.

Talks:

The Chair gave a taik at Bradfield Parish Councii Annual Assembly in April 2019, and a talk with Stephen

Billyeald at Crondali Parish Council in May 201,9.

Conferences etc:

The Chair represented the PVFF at the launch of the National Flood Forum's'Flaod Risk Charter'in
the Houses of Parliament in November 2019; attended the North Wessex Downs AONB Annual

Conference at Engiefieid, and attended the second LANDWISE NERC NFM Annual Conference at

Culham Science Park. (PVFF are a key project partner in the NERC project.)

Brian Connorton attended an NFM workshop at Woolley Firs in September 2019 related to the

Landwise Project.



PVFF are also membei"s and attend meetings of the South Chiiterns Catchrnent Partnership at Red Kite

I'louse in Wallingford, plus additionai ad hoc meetings have been held with various members of the
PVFF ancJ West Berkshire Council and EA staff over the past year.

Kay and Stephen also hosted a tour af Tidmarsh and Pangbourne catchrnents for Simon Fisher - the
new EA Catchment and Enforcement officer.

Natura! Flood Managenrent Projeet:

ln June 2018 PVFF was awarded a Fartnership Grant of f50,000, sponsored by DEFRA and

administered by the EA, to work with landowners to install Natural Flood Management {NFMi
interventions in strategic locations in the Pang valley. These interventions take the form of leaky

barriers, woody debris, and holding ponds in the watercoljrses that flow into the River Pang so that,
at times of heavy raiirfall, sorfle water will be held back for a short time thereby reducing the risk of
the Pang overbanking and causing flooding. it is acknowledged that these interventions cannot
eliminate the risk of property flooding but they are expected to reduee the risk.

Construction of approx. 38 leaky woody dams and ancillary works with Englefield Estates Forestry has

been completed. A pre installation baseline Habitat Survey has also been completed by Sundew

[cology and a further post installation survey wili be undertaken later this year" Reading University
have installed fk:w monitoring equipment

BBC South Today came and filmed construction of the ieaky dams in May 2019 and, following the film
being featured on the BBC news that day, a short video clip has been nrade available on the PVFF

website. l{lps.llll:-yy:,Uf yAlll.Uht.{.pry1,=i-r6lrieJlr-i{-.<; i;tr-:riin1,,rl{5,tlfSqi}.-riil-},r.AXw

An agreernent has been reached with our second landowner and a map of planned interventions has

been drawn up for the Elmwood catchment on the lVlarlston Estate. A baseline Habitat Survey has alsc

been completed for this locatlon. Construction works are due to start shortly, weather and virus

restrictions perm itting.

We rernain on track to deliver the NFM project by the end of March 2021.

West Berkshire Groundwater Scheme Proiect

in 2015 Thames Water and the EA agreed in principle that the West Berkshire Ground Water Scheme

could be used to reduce groundwater flooding. Since then two MSc projects wrth Birminghanr
University have been compieted under the guidance of Peter f\4cGeehin to heip demonstrate the
proposal's viability"

A third MSc dissertation on this topic was completed by Simon Lewis frorn the Environrnent Agency in
late 201"9, with a number of positive findings.

PVFF are now waiting for the opportunity to discuss how to progress the project with nrei"rrbers of
Thames Water, the Environrnent Agency and West Berkshire Council.

Groundwater inundation and associated sewer surcharging has been a problem in a number of villages

in the Pang catchment this winter, namely Stanford Dingley, Hampstead Norreys and Compton,
reinforcing the need to take this project forward.

l) I--1 Li"xcl
Kay Lacey (Chairman) for and on behalf of the Trustees of PVFF
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