
 

Addlestone Canoe Club 

TRUSTEES REPORT – 2019/20 

 

This year’s report is issued in the very different times we find ourselves in.  For the 
first time our AGM has to be on-line. Still another first is not necessarily a bad 
achievement and demonstrates our resilience. 

 

This year to the end of February 2020 has seen some amazing achievements and the 
are delighted to report on such a successful time in the clubs development. 

The Trustees and committee have been working hard to ensure all policies and 
procedures are up to date and I am pleased to report we have gained British 
Canoeing Quality Mark certification. The achievement of this standard also meets 
the criteria specified in Sport England’s cross sport accreditation scheme. This 
demonstrates best practice in the running and management of sports clubs, 
recognised throughout England. Thank you to Dave and Wendy for their help and 
the hours of paperwork this entailed. 

During the year we held 2 Try It days when complete beginners can come a long and 
have a go. From these introductions to paddlesport many go on to attend one of our 
monthly introductory courses, enabling them to paddle with groups at the club and 
much more. Many, start their journey towards a healthy active lifestyle. 

With Trips to the Nene, multiple trips organised by Sam to Lee Valley, Tryweryn, 
Cardington, River Dart, Usk and Cardiff International White Water trip to catch The 
Palm Park Jam when several juniors received excellent challenging coaching from 
one of their padding heroes Bren Orton,  the whitewater paddlers have had lots to 
enjoy! Practising at Woking Pool and Guildford Lido, and playing Polo too. Thank 
you to the volunteers that run these sessions. 

 
A really talented and dedicated bunch of juniors have successfully completed both 
legacy and Olympic assessments at Lee Valley, including a number who went from 
their first white water experience to the Olympic course in under a year. Some of 
our older paddlers also felt challenged to take and pass their Olympic course 
assessments. 
 

The racers have worked hard over their winter training period and have since been 
rewarded with some excellent results all round at the National Championships. The 
new junior boys group are doing very well and Wendy continued since the end of 
the year working hard to keep them engaged through ‘Lockdown’ 

We have been pleased to be able to support a new crew training for the Devises  
Westminster race. 



Peter Moreton was a beginner and Peter David started paddling just two years ago. 
They came along to the club last June for help and advice. I’ll quote:  

“The reception and support we have received has been simply breathtaking. We 
have witnessed first-hand the dedication and enthusiasm the club invests in its 
junior and developing paddlers, from providing fun sessions for the very young just 
starting out on the water to detailed and intensive training schedules for the Club’s 
possible future Olympians” 

 

 

Wendy and Sue have led their coaching, advice and support through the 
preparatory races, all on a totally voluntary basis. Many Thanks to them and to the 
Pembles for their support during preparatory events. 

We were looking forward to adding the Peters to our DW awards board, but sadly 
have to report since the year end however, due to the Covid -19 crisis, the Race had 
to be cancelled. We really feel your disappointment ‘Peters’, and hope that you will 
carry on paddling. Thank you so much for your kind donation to the club build. 

Canadian Paddlers continue to enjoy touring and are frequently engaging parents to 
come and join in with a somewhat more sedate form of paddling from that of some 
of their children! 

Our community work has been ever increasing.  Engaging and developing young 
people has always been a focus of the club and demand for our sessions for 
uniformed groups, youth clubs and schools continued with over 1000 Scouts and 
other young people being provided by our volunteer coaches with a taster session 
with their groups over the summer 2019, who all indicated their hope to come back 
for more in 2020. We were involved with the Runnymede Play-scheme for the first 
time supporting a group of disadvantaged young people and have plans to continue 
this support and expand this. Disabled groups are awaiting the facilities of the new 
build when we can accommodate different groups safely. Links have been made 
with Sight for Surrey and Combat Stress to offer sessions for their programmes. 
Chertsey High School are also very interested in opportunities for their students 
with special needs. We are enhancing our safety briefings to support the RBC Water 
Safety Plan. Other opportunities to help in the community have emerged over the 
year and we look forward to developing these in the future.  Many thanks go to our 
volunteer coaches and helpers who deliver these activities and opportunities.  

Fundraising. Thanks to all our members for your excellent efforts to raise funds for 
the new build, from walking to sleepouts and everything in between. In applying for 
grant funding we worked hard to show a picture of what our club achieves. 

Our success is down to our members who volunteer so willingly. An exceptional 
bunch, the kindness they all show and their inclusive spirit is extraordinary. We have 
received so many testimonials showing what a positive impact our volunteers have 
on peoples’ lives. We are justifiably very proud of all we have done this year.  



Bids for funding have all been lodged to Sport England, London Marathon Charitable 
Trust and Chertsey Combined Charity with positive responses indicated for their 
pledges of funding and we are in contact with others hoping to reach the final target 
to start building at the end of the summer season 2020.  

 

 

 

The Big Build 

What a difference a year makes! 

Last March, Chertsey Combined Charity were the first to pledge funds of £15,000 to 
our appeal. We were so uplifted by that first pledge and it gave us an enormous 
boost to carry on.  

Due to members fundraising efforts (including the Westminster Abbey sleep out- 
which also raised equal funds for the homeless.) We were also able to increase the 
club building fund to £85,000 

 

Other bids were placed during the year and we have since the last year end learned 
we were successful with £75,000 offer raised to £100,000 from Sport England and  
£100,000 from The London Marathon Charitable Trust, so the gap to our target of 
£465K closing, with our discussions around a substantial loan from Runnymede 
Council in progress.  All preliminary costs for surveys/architect fees etc have been 
paid from our income and reserves, amounting to around £24,000 already settled. 

Final preparations are under way for the build and access to funding.  

We have continued Liaising with neighbours 

We look forward to providing fit for purpose facilities for all hopefully by late spring 
of 2021 if we can bring everyone and everything together to finalise everything and 
start works in August 2020. 

 

Carol Reeves 

Chairperson 

22nd May 2020 



ADDLESTONE CANOE aUB. - OfARfTY NO. 1158049 

Examiner's unauallfled report (for a non-company charity preparing receipts and payments 
accounts) with a gross income of £250,000 or less in the relevant financial year 

Independent examiner's report to the trustees of ADDLESTONE CANOE ctUB 
CHARITY NO. 1158049 

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the Addlestone Canoe Club (the Trust) 
for the year ended 29 February 2020. 

Responsibilities and basis of report 
As the charity trustees of the Trust you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in 
accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 ('the Act'). 
I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out under section 145 of the 
2011 Act and in carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable Directions given by 
the Charity Commission under section 145{5)(b) of the Act. 
Independent examiner's statement 

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in 
connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect: 
1. accounting records were not kept in respect of the Trust as required by section 130 of the Act; or 
2. the accounts do not accord with those records. 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to 
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the 
accounts to be reached. 

Signed:_/[/~ 

Name: M. R.,. ~U TYON F~A 
Relevant professional qualification or membership of professional bodies (if any): Address: 

Date 
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