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After their establishment in August 2018, the Trustees of the Davey Consort CIO 
identified three priorities to help them realise their charitable objects.  

 

Objectives:  

 

First, given the necessity both of administrative discipline from and given the fact 
that all those currently involved with the consort are volunteers, the Trustees 
identified a need to expand the Trustee base in order to take forward the Davey 
Consort’s ambitious mission, involving also local volunteers to play a part in 
establishing the consort.  

 

Secondly, in order for the Davey Consort to meet its musical and educational 
objectives, trustees agreed initial fundraising endeavours had to be focused on 
raising sufficient funds to acquire the 13.5 rank instrument which had been 
commissioned from Master Organ builder, Bernard Aubertin and install it in the 
home of the consort, the  recently restored Wardell Grade II * Listed Church of St 
Birinus in Dorchester on Thames.  

 

Thirdly, The Davey Consort should seek to establish a reliable programme of 
music at St Birinus each Sunday and on each major feast to supplemented by a 
complimentary programme both of concerts and via a choral pilgrimage to 
outlying churches bring world class performance of sacred music to a wider non-
denominational audience in the South Oxfordshire area. 

 

The Trustees envisaged these three were the essential pillars that need to be in 
place in order to establish scholarships and a program of wider educational 
outreach which is at the heart of this endeavour to create a centre of excellence for 
the performance of sacred music in the context of Catholic liturgy and in other 
settings accessible to the wider community.  

 

 

 

 



 

Activities:  

 

A vigorous fund-raising effort was underway before the establishment of the 
consort as a CIO. It has sought from specialist foundations with resources devoted 
to acquisition of organs or performance of Renaissance polyphony. It has raised 
£25K by this means in its first year.  

 

It has engaged with various smaller locally based patrons and from various 
activities it has raised another £27K towards the organ. A number of these patrons 
have now agreed to come together as foundation friends of the Davey Consort. 
Their goal is to establish a Friends Organisation whose main activity will be to 
ensure the consort can meet its day to day running costs such a singers fees; 
research & music transcription; publications – including Music Lists and Orders of 
Service;  and to pay for concert venues and other such recurring expenses. 

 

There have been two public concerts in the first year – one at St Birinus Church 
and another at Dorchester Abbey. These events raised £6k in the first year. 

 

The bi-annual Music Lists are available on the Davey Consort Web Page. Sundays 
feature a wide range of Renaissance polyphony and Gregorian chant that forms the 
core of Davey Consort repertoire – including neglected compositions by the 
English masters of polyphony like Parsons and Tye. Additionally, at Easter and 
Christmas, more elaborate works both by Mozart and Haydn have featured.  Once 
the organ is installed, the repertoire will also include rarely performed pieces from 
the Baroque organ repertoire in their proper liturgical setting.   

 

The form of Sunday Mass will gradually come to reflect this neglected repertoire so 
fully realising both the spiritual and artistic intent of these composers.  This will 
offer an almost unique opportunity for worshippers and a wider public, including 
artists, students of liturgy and Christian worship and historians, to experience 
sacred music in its fullest integrity of religious expression.       

 

The Aubertin Organ:  

 
The Trustees recognise an organ of such quality in a small parish church will 
properly enable the world class music repertoire of the Davey Consort to be fully 
realised. The organ will itself attract attention from far and wide and – through 
increased possibilities for hosting recitals and concerts – help the music at St 
Birinus and its environs to become financially self-supporting.  



Given the above, the trustees, excluding Ryan Wigglesworth and Fr John Osman 
who have an interest in the matter, resolved to acquire the title to the organ once it 
was installed in St Birinus. Meanwhile, funds raised for the organ project via the 
Davey Consort will be paid to Aubertin to enable him to finish the organ and 
install it. This installation is expected to take place late in the autumn of 2020 – 
subject obviously t restrictions surrounding Covid-19.  

 

Meanwhile, the Trustees have worked together with the Catholic Church of St 
Birinus to make necessary preparatory arrangements and obtain the necessary 
faculty from the Historical Churches Commission.   

 

Achievements and Performance:  

 

Despite the limitations of time the Trustees have compiled a Foundation 
document that sets out a vision for the future of the Davey Consort. In its first 
year it has given special priority to Safeguarding policy and other matters of 
practice related to management of singers of potential scholars. It has developed 
polices for Scholarships and their award.  

 

It has made approaches to a wide range of music and arts bodies including a 
successful application to the Garfield Weston Foundation. It has several other 
applications pending. 

 

It has developed a music programme at St Birinus and sustained it now over two 
full years. It has developed a program for a Friends of the Davey Consort. In 
December 2019 it secured for funding the proposed Choral Pilgrimage from South 
Oxfordshire District Council and it hopes in future years to build on this with 
support from parish councils.  

 

It has mounted two successful concerts and established a pilot for a more 
ambitious musical festival which will feature performances by the Davey Consort 
amongst other internationally acclaimed musicians.  

 

It is actively exploring how the Davey Consort can be linked into the wider county 
- for example partnering with Oxford County Council Library Service or by 
partnering with schools and other educational resources. It is also considering a 
pilot to bring music into Huntercombe Prison which has a high number of 
Catholics.  

 



 

2020 and beyond:  

 

Whilst this report is focused on 2019 given the circumstances of Covid-19 it seems 
essential at least to offer some general idea of how the Davey Consort expects to 
weather the storm.  

 

We entered 2020 hopefully with a program of music, events and fundraising.  Like 
many charities associated with the performing arts quickly found itself challenged 
by the difficulties associated with Covid-19 virus.   

 

Public performance largely ceased in March. Nevertheless, the consort has 
sustained momentum and has secured a large single gift which will enable the 
Aubertin Organ to be installed in the last weeks of 2020, assuming there are no 
further difficulties with lockdowns and quarantines.  

 

This ensures the Davey Consort will be better placed than many small music 
charities to survive and thrive in the new world of performance that is bound to 
follow on from this period of turmoil and uncertainty. It is seized of the need not 
to lose momentum in active fundraising to extinguish in full the remaining debt to 
Bernard Aubertin. Bernard Aubertin is committed to the vision behind this project 
and therefore he is also a strong supporter of the Davey Consort CIO and its 
musical endeavour. His commitment to the wider venture of the CIO allows the 
Davey Consort the scope to fulfil the contract.  
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Davey Consort CIO 
Receipts & Payments Accounts 
 
For the period from establishment on 1 October 2018 to 31st December 2019 
 
Receipts & Payments 

 
Receipts £  Payments £ 

Fundraising 64,817  Choir 8,947 
Concerts & festival   4,748  Concerts/pilgrimage  1,191 
Gift Aid   2,580  Administration & printing 1,141 
Choir (Friends)  1,640  Legal & Professional fees 320 
   Maintenance of equipment/instruments 80 
     
   Asset and investment purchases  
   Organ prepayment 50,000 
     

Total Receipts 73,785  Total Payments 61,679 

     

Cash Funds at period end 12,106    
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2: Statement of Assets & Liabilities 

 
Assets £  Liabilities £ 

Organ prepayment 50,000  Organ outstanding balance (note 2) 196,000 
Transcribed Music (note 1) 1,000    
Harpsichord 500    
     
Cash funds 12,106    
     
     

Total Assets 63,606  Total Liabilities 196,000 

     
     
Signed on behalf of the Trustees:     
     
   Date of approval:  

Print name:     

     
   Date of approval:  

Print name:     
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Note 1:  
The value ascribed is a Trustee valuation. 
 
Note 2  
The acquisition of a pipe organ of the highest quality forms part of the Charitable Objects of the Davey Consort CIO. The 
organ, commissioned from designs of world-renowned Master Organ Builder Dr Bernard Aubertin, is being built by his 
company in France under his personal direction. It has a construction cost of Euro 376,000.  (Approx.  £346K). (Given the 
volatility of exchange rates the conversion rate used in accounts is £1.00 = Euro 1.10.) 
  
Payments have been made to date of £50K have been made by the Davey Consort CIO. Including a single donation of £100K 
prior to the establishment of the Consort, there was an outstanding balance of £196K approx. as at 31 December 2019. 
  
It should be noted that the Contract for the construction of the organ was signed by two Trustees prior to the formation of the 
CIO, namely Fr John Osmond and Ryan Wigglesworth, in their personal capacity.  
 
In the course of financial year 2020 a further series of stage payments from the Consort for £35K have been made. Additionally, 
the Trustees have secured another single gift of £100K. This has left £60K to raise. 
 
The Trustees are confident of completing the Contract with B. Aubertin in 2021. Aubertin has expressed a willingness to wait 
for the final stage payments.      
 
Meanwhile, upon payment of the recently secured tranche of £100K, the organ will be installed in St Birinus Church. This is 
currently expected to be in the last months of 2020.  
 
Once installed, the Consort will acquire title to the organ by Novation and the organ will then show in the Davey Accounts.  










