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Calcutta Rescue Fund IICRF)
Annual Report, 31" March 2019 —1"April 2020
Charity registration

number:

290917

Registered address: 5 Fairfield Class, Lymington SO41 3NP
Email: enquiry@ calcuttarescuefund.

org. uk

Introduction
of the financial year when the coranavirus
24~
March 2020 the Indian government imposed a severe
pandemic impacted. On the
countrywide lockdown which was to last for many weeks. However, from January 2020, as the
virus spread around the world, Calcutta Rescue's staff in Kolkata had been watching and planning
how they might best support beneficiaries, protect staff and help reduce the spread of the disease;
health education about the virus was already happening in the schools and clinics. Once
lockdown occurred CR immediately began adapting its wark to deal with the crisis such as
providing foad parcels, consulting with patients via phone and setting up online teaching. Jaydeep
Chakraborly, the CEO, sent an update about this changed approach to all supporters at the end of
March and he has continued regular updates since then.
It is clear that the large numbers of cases and deaths from coronavirus in India and the impact on
the country's economy will have an immense effect on Calcutta Rescue's work over the coming
years.
It

seems only

right ta begin this report at the end

Work in Kolkata
In the financial year prior to the March lockdown, the charity's ongoing projects in Kolkata
continued to develop and expand. There were also several new areas of work including:
~
an extensive survey of people's health, education and living standards conducted in the
slums where CR works; the results and analysis of this research are helping CR to better
focus its resources.
~ providing improvements
in living standards (clean water, toilets) alongside health and
education.
~ much needed building improvements
to the charity's busy Nimtala clinic
~ new handicrafts projects working with overseas clients
Volunteers from the UK have spent time, varying fram a few months to almost a year, working in
Kolkata. These volunteers have generously shared their professional skills with local CR staff in
the areas of health, education, administration and research. Their input has been greatly
appreciated and we thank them for their wholehearted and energetic commitment to the charity.
However, at the end of March 2020 when the pandemic was declared, it became clear that all
CR's foreign volunteers should return to their home countries and there is currently no indication of
when it might be appropriate for foreign valunteers to be in Kolkata again.

Finances
In the 12 months previous to

total, f240, 596 in combined unrestricted
202, 057 was transferred to Kolkata for general funding. L'25, 220 was
and restricted funding.
transferred for restricted funding, this is money given specifically to support CR's work with HIV
patients and for other specific projects such as maintenance of arsenic filters.

f

April

2020 CRF received,

in

Most of CRF UK's funding comes from individual donors both from one-oF donations and from
regular monthly giving, Several loyal trust funds continue to support our work; there was a
generous donation from Saga as they wound up their trust fund. CRF remains extremely grateful
for the continued generosity of its supporlers, both new and longstanding, who enable us to carry
on contributing vital financial support to Calcutta Rescue in India.

The charity is always careful to keep costs as low as possible and trustees always cover their own

expenses.
CRF activities

term CRF supporter, Baroness Tessa Blackstone, hasted a tea party to mark the
retirement of the charity's founder, Or Jack Preger. Around 80 guests (supporters, CR volunteers,
past and present, and friends of Dr Jack) gathered in the River Room at the House of Lords to
celebrate Dr Jack's 40 years of serving the poor of Kolkata. A live link to staff in Kolkata was one
of the highlights of the afternoon.
In July

2019 long

Our AGM afternoon in London in November 2019 induded
plans for future fundraising and sales of CR handicraRs.

updates about the work

in Kolkata,

The British Indian Group (BIG) branch of CRF continued ta be active in fundraising. It held two
events. At
very successful fundraising lunches and also had a presence at several London puja
the AGM we welcomed another BIG member, Dr Moona Banerji, as a trustee.

Communication
Close regular contact is maintained with CR's work in Kolkata and with the charity's other support
groups around the world. The charity's International Meeting was held in May 2019 when
CR's
representatives of support groups met in Amsterdam with some CR staff and members of
governing council. Several CRF trustees and supporters visited Kolkata during the year and spent
time at CR projects and with CR staff.

CRF has produced two excellent newsletters for its UK supporters during the year and these have
been distributed by post (many thanks to the sponsor who paid for the printing and posting) and by
email, CRF's Facebook page is regularly updated with news.

Gove mace
CRF continues to review its GDPR, safeguarding

and risk requirements.

28'" March
The UK lockdown restrictions mean that CRF has held its meetings online as from

2020.
raise

to

run entirely by volunteers who give time and energy to enable the charity to continue
money for the vital work in Kolkata. Keeping CRF going is an extensive task which covers

CRF is

administration, governance, fundraising, networking
who contribute their time and skills so generously.

and other activities. Many thanks go to those

Conclusion
We know that the coming year will be difficult for us all but especially for the poorest people of the
world. We also know that the CR team in Kolkata is strong and dedicated; here in the UK we are
determined to help them as much as possible as they do their utmost to support the charity's
beneficiaries.
Penny Nettelfield

Chair, Calcutta Rescue Fund
10'" November 2020
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1-2
report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above
charity ("the Trust') for the year ended 05/04/2020.
I

Responsibilities

and

basis of report

As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation
of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act
201'I ("the Act ).

! report

respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I
have followed the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent
examiner's statement

in

have completed my examination.

I

I

confirm that no material matters have

come to my attention in connection with the examination which gives me
cause to believe that in, any material respect:
~
accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of
the Act or
~ the accounts do not accord with the accounting records
have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection
the examination to which attention should be drawn in order to enable a
proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.
I
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