
 

Trustees’ Annual Report  

For the year ended 5 April 2020 

Objectives and Activities 

Summary of the purposes of the charity as set out in its governing document 

‘To promote the voluntary sector for the benefit of the public in particular but not exclusively by the 

provision of accommodation, advice, information and support to voluntary, community and social 

enterprise organisations principally but not exclusively in the local government areas of Staffordshire 

and Stoke on Trent and their environs so as to enable them to pursue or contribute to any charitable 

purpose.’  

The Friends are also mindful of their strategic aims (included within the business plan): 

• To encourage and attract public engagement 

• To increase activity within and around the Guildhall 

• To promote community/public agency/commercial use of the building to ensure viability 

• To promote the history of the Guildhall 

Summary of activities in relation to purpose 

The purpose is being fulfilled currently in conjunction with Support Staffordshire who have signed a 

5 year lease on the building (until 2025).  The Friends were responsible for staffing the reception 

area by volunteers and providing general information and information on VCSE organisations - from 

its re-opening in January 2019 until its closure to the general public in mid-March 2020 due to the 

pandemic. In addition there was opportunity to support community groups by letting out  the 

reception area in the evenings and on Saturdays to organisations such as craft groups, the Fair Trade 

Group, and a local radio station. The Friends also supported community groups by making the 

reception area available for public consultations/engagement such as the Carnival Committee, Lions 

and Dementia Group. The Friends got involved with events such as the Carnival in May and the 

Home-Coming (circus) event in June, the latter including use of the reception area for poetry reading 

and a dramatic presentation. The Friends also initiated a mock-mayor ceremony on Heritage Open 

Day in September along with a heritage display and organised a Christmas Fayre in November to link 

in with the lighting up of the Christmas lights.  

It is considered that the activities of the year met the public benefit requirement of the Charity 

Commission.  

Additional information 

The Friends have benefited considerably during the year from grant funding, primarily from the 

Groundworks Bright Ideas fund, providing consultative assistance in the development of a business 

plan and for community engagement which was used for the Heritage Open Day and a heritage 

leaflet and sundry advertising but a substantial part of which was carried over into the 2020-21 

financial year.   The total amount provided was £8,750. The expenditure breakdown is attached. 



The Friends along with Support Staffordshire have enabled the building to be open to the general 

public. Prior to closure in September 2018 it had been a Council run consultation centre but since re-

opening its link with the general public has been broader. It has, for example, been promoting ‘green 

issues’ by being a centre for crisp packet collection and was investigating the possibility of having a 

public water fountain. The events such as the carnival, home-coming, mock-mayor and Christmas 

stall made the Guildhall a focal point in the town centre which it had not been before and increased 

the interest in the building and in the Friends as an organisation.    

Organisational structure and trustees 

The Friends of the Guildhall gained status as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation in September 

2019 and has a full constitution (Association Model) in line with the Charity Commission 

requirement for charities and CIOs.  An abridged version was made available to all members 

following incorporation and a full version can be found on the web-site.  

The CIO is due to be administered by the trustees comprising 3 officers and not more than 9 other 

members elected at the Annual General Meeting. At every Annual General Meeting it is expected 

that one-third of the charity trustees shall retire from office.  

The meeting of 3 December 2020 is the first official Annual General Meeting of the new CIO. 

Therefore it is deemed unnecessary for any trustee to retire at this juncture. 

The current officers and trustees are as follows: 

Chair:   Hilary Jones   Appointed May 2018 

Treasurer:  Trevor Miles   Appointed May 2018 

Secretary:   Hilary Jones  

Other trustees:  Salwa Booth   Appointed May 2018 

   Keith Greatbatch  Appointed November 2019 

   Gillian Johnson   Appointed November 2019 

   Chris Malkin   Appointed May 2018 

   David Noble   Appointed September 2019 

   Simon White   Appointed May 2018 

   Alec Wright   Appointed September 2019 

   Ruth Wright   Appointed May 2018 

 

Charity name: Friends of the Guildhall, Newcastle under Lyme 
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