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Annual Report for the year ended 31 August 2020 

 

Administrative information:  
 

This report relates to St James Road Methodist Church, Southampton.  With 166 
members (as at September 2020) the church is the largest in the Southampton 
Circuit, which itself forms part of the Southampton District of the Methodist 
Church.   On 1 September 2013, the former Swaythling Methodist Church at the 
Nona Bell Centre, 286 Burgess Road, became a class of St James Road Church. 
 

The church became a Registered Charity in January 2010.  Its registered title is 
St James Road Methodist Church and its charity number is 1127830.  The 
church address is St James Road, Shirley, Southampton SO15 5HE.  
Correspondence should be addressed to the church unless a specific address is 
given by a person acting on behalf of the church.  
 

The following served as Managing Trustees in the year ended 31 August 2020: 
Rev C Coram, Deacon B Purchase, Mrs P Wood (Secretary), Mr N Hitch 
(Treasurer), Mr D Bone, Mr C Bradwell, Mrs K Deabill, Mrs P Dutton, Mr C 
Fullbrook, Ms K Green, Mr N Hack, Mr R Hack, Mr O Hack, Ms S Hambley, Mr B 
Hart, Mrs P Harris, Ms J Herniman, Mrs R Horsfall, Mr B Hooper, Mrs C Hooper, 
Ms R Lester, Miss C Pritchard, Mrs G Robinson, Miss J Ryder, Mr D Skinner, Mr 
P Syed, Mrs J Van Wyk, Mrs J Webb, Miss E White, Mrs E Woodman, Mr D 
Woodman.  
 

Aims and organisation  
 

The church exists primarily for the advancement of the Christian faith, in 
accordance with the doctrinal standards and the discipline of the Methodist 
Church; in particular, it aims to welcome and support anyone seeking to know 
more of the Christian faith, to serve the community in which it is placed, and to 
support its members and adherents in their commitments to serve God and the 
community. The church offers a wide range of public worship, open to all, a 
Sunday School, and numerous mid-week activities particularly, but not 
exclusively, serving the communities in Shirley and Swaythling.   
 
There are a number of outreach activities for parents of very young children at St 
James Road, with “Tadpoles” for pre-school children, a twins club, “Who Let The 
Dads Out” for young children and their fathers as well as an 'after school' club 
that currently caters for around 30 children and a weekly Spanish class for 
children. We also offer a Soup & Sweet Lunch, Supper Club and “Thursday 
Teapot” for the more mature.  Additionally the premises are used by a wide 
variety of groups providing services and facilities for the local community.  These 
Include dance, keep fit classes, mental health services, ex-offenders groups, 
badminton, bowls, carers support group and the U3A. 
 



The Church Council is the managing body, operating in accordance with 
Methodist policies and practice as set out in the document 'Constitutional 
Practice and Discipline of the Methodist Church', and is chaired by the Minister 
and administered by its Secretary.  The Church Stewards have a special 
responsibility for the spiritual life of the church and the conduct of worship.  The 
Property Stewards have responsibility for maintaining the premises.  The Church 
Treasurer is responsible for financial administration, assisted by a number of 
people with specific tasks.  Other responsibilities in the church are delegated by 
the Church Council to specific individuals, subject to annual appointment or re-
appointment.  
 

Review of progress and achievements  
 

Our two Sunday morning services continue to draw in new followers.  Our 
monthly “New Song Café” Sunday evening event started in April 2016, in which 
Christians from different denominations gather to celebrate God and our faith 
together. 
 

Our outreach activities also continue to grow, particularly “Who Let The Dads 
Out” for young children and their fathers. 
 

We have worked together with other churches in Shirley to provide a holiday club 
for school-age children (on our premises) and Christmas activities involving local 
shops and businesses. 
 

The church started a review in 2015, under the name “Dare to Dream”, exploring 
how we might continue and possibly extend our use of our premises to serve 
God’s people and make new disciples.  From that, we have drawn up 
development plans to install a lift and make greater use of the first floor, extend 
The Link foyer and upgrade the facilities for the pre-school. These works under 
the project title, 'Connect: A Space to Share' were formally started late in 2019 
and are now nearing completion. As part of this work the extremely exciting 
outreach café, 'Make & Brew' will operate from the new Link space creating a 
significant focus for the church's future engagement with the local community.  It 
is hoped that this will open in the autumn of 2020. 
 
Covid-19 has inevitably created significant problems since the pandemic 
lockdown was announced In March. The groups that normally used the building 
have been unable to do so; worship has not been able to operate as it used to 
and the building has been closed to the public since this time.  This has though 
given an opportunity to do things differently and rise to the challenges presented.  
The 'Connect: A Space to Share project' has been completed quicker than would 
otherwise be the case because public access to the building has not been 
possible.  It will mean that as restrictions on public gathering continue to be 
gradually lifted that the church will have fully refurbished premises to be able to 
meet the local community needs.  Worship has still proceeded with services 
being 'streamed' weekly for people to access online which has resulted in a 
greater number of people being reached by the church than would otherwise be 



the case. The network of pastoral carers has been extremely active in ensuring 
that regular contact is maintained with church members and to exercise the care 
required for all Its people. 
 
It is hoped that the building can be properly re-opened during the autumn of 2020 
as the building works are completed and that this will also enable some form of 
public worship to re-commence.  The Pre-school Nursery and after-school club 
have both begun operating again in September and it is planned to expand the 
number of community groups using the revised facilities progressively as this 
becomes feasible. 
 

Financial Information  
 

The accounts for the year to 31 August 2020 are being independently examined 
and are included as part of this report.  Expenditure has exceeded income by 
around £116,000 over the year which is primarily the result of the redevelopment 
project, entitled: Connect: A Space to Share. 
 

The church benefits from a substantial amount of expertise and time given freely 
by its members, especially in property maintenance and administrative functions, 
including pastoral care and the provision of music for worship.  No attempt has 
been made to quantify that, either in hours or in monetary value. 
 

 

Signed 

 

Rev Christine Coram 


































































