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CHARITY COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT 2019-20 
 
Objects of the Society: 
 
The objects of the Society are to educate the public in the dramatic, operatic and choral arts, 
and further the development of public appreciation and taste in the said arts. 
 
Trustees: 
 
Mrs K Wilkinson Chair 
Mrs P Grady  Vice Chair 
Mr A Wilkinson Treasurer 
Mr N Grady  Secretary  
Mrs J Winstanley President 
Mrs D Bowmer  
Mrs U Greenhalgh  
Mrs N Crompton-Hill 
Mr J McManus (resigned 4/7/2019) 
Ms D Wilson  (resigned 6/2/2020) 
Mrs J Pearce  (appointed 7/1/2019 
Mrs G Astley  (appointed 4/7/2019) 
Mr S Hill  (appointed 1/8/2019) 
 
 
Financial statement: 
 
The Trustees have processes in place to ensure that all expenditure is directed towards 
achieving the Objects of the Society. The Society’s accounts for April 2019 – April 2020 have 
been reviewed by an independent person. At the end of the accounting period, the Society’s 
bank account held £23,314. The Society's trust funds held £33,694. This reserve was 
generated by the historical sale of the Society's premises. The Society aims for all its 
activities to be self-financing. The reserve is used where necessary to support the work of 
the Society where the income generated by the Society's activities does not cover the costs 
of those activities.  
 
Annual General Meeting 
 
The AGM due to take place in June 2020 was cancelled due to Covid restrictions. The 
reports which would have been presented at this meeting were emailed to members. The 
report stated that the Management committee would continue with its current membership for 
the 2020-21 year.  No objections or questions were raised. 
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Priorities for 2019-20 
 
• Choral concert in May 2019 in partnership with Bolton Symphony Orchestra, Festival 

Orchestra and RNCM to expand the work of the Society into the Greater Manchester 
area. 

• Artistic and financial success of Musicals section production at Albert Halls, Bolton in 
September 2019. 

• Widening opportunities for young people to participate in Musicals and Youth Theatre 
section productions. 

• Renewing links with Bolton Hospice. 
 
Review of priorities for 2019-20 
 
• The concerts in collaboration with local orchestras were well-received but audience 

figures for the concert in Manchester were low. The Society made a slight loss on this 
concert, so there will need to be some further review of whether it is worth trying to 
expand outside the local area without considerable outlay in terms of advertising costs. 

• The Musicals section production of "Oliver!" at the Albert Halls, Bolton was once again a 
resounding success, with nominations for awards at local and regional level. The budget 
for this performance was £30,000. The Society returned a profit of £3500, an increase of 
£2500 on the previous year.  

• The Youth Theatre section provides a training ground for younger members of the 
Society. The choreographer for "Bugsy Malone" in March 2020 was recently a performing 
member of the group and is now training at a local theatre college. The performance 
made a small loss of £2300. However, the Committee considered that this was within 
acceptable parameters as the performance was strongly linked to the objects of the 
Society. As this was performed just three days before the first pandemic restrictions shut 
down all theatres, audience figures were much lower than anticipated as people were 
reluctant to attend public performances. 

• Members of the Youth Theatre took part in the Musicals section production of "Oliver!" 
either as members of the chorus or of "Fagin's Gang". A past member of the Youth 
Theatre was nominated in local awards for his choreography of this show. 

• Adult and Youth Theatre members took part in the Bolton Hospice "Light up a Life" 
service in December 2019. The Society donates an annual amount to the Hospice 
Lottery, with any winnings being returned to the Hospice. 

 
Priorities for 2020-21 
 
• Maintaining momentum during the pandemic restrictions by: 

• working towards a Youth Theatre performance, whether on-stage, in the open or on-
line. 

• keeping in contact with organisers and members of the Musicals and Choral sections 
so that rehearsals can begin promptly when restrictions are lifted. 

• Supporting production workers as far as is allowed under the terms of our charitable 
status. 

• Working with the Hospice to ensure the Light up a Life service can take part in some way. 
 

 
 
 

 






















