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CHARITY NAME, REGISTRATION NUMBER AND 

ADDRESS 
 

Name: CITY OF SANCTUARY SOUTHAMPTON GROUP CIO 

Registration number: 1181523 

Registered address: 2 James Street SOUTHAMPTON SO14 1PJ 

Date of registration: 10 January 2019 

 

TRUSTEES 
 

PAUL WOODMAN 

AHMED SASSO MBE 

RANA ZUBAIR HAMID 

 

VISION AND OBJECTIVES 
City of Sanctuary UK holds the vision that our nation will provide a welcoming place of safety 

for all fleeing violence and persecution. In order to realise this vision, City of Sanctuary UK 

supports a network of groups such as ours in villages, towns, cities and regions across the 

UK. 

 

The City of Sanctuary Southampton group was established in 2013 to promote the inclusion 

of asylum seekers and refugees in Southampton and the surrounding area by: 

 

❑ Continuing to grow Southampton’s proud tradition of welcoming asylum seekers and 

refugees, as well as offering a safe haven.  

❑ Encouraging and supporting organisations from across all sectors in the city in 

welcoming and assisting asylum seekers and refugees. These sectors include the 

voluntary, community, social enterprise, faith and education (public and private) 

sectors. 

❑ Publicizing and celebrating the contribution asylum seekers and refugees make to their 

local communities and to UK society and culture, and challenging hostility and 

discrimination against them. 

❑ Empowering and encouraging asylum seekers and refugees to take their full part in UK 

society and to realise their personal potential. 

❑ Working with other organisations supporting sanctuary seekers in Southampton and 

surrounding areas in the south of England. 

 

MANAGEMENT 
The Executive Management Committee (EMC) is the core group in our operational hierarchy 

and is responsible for day-to-day decisions and operations. Strategic decisions and policy-

making fall to the Board of Trustees, as do other decisions where the approval of the Board 

of Trustees is required. 

 

The Executive Management Committee consists of individuals with different sets of skills. Its 

members have considerable experience of working in local organisations which specialise in 

welcoming and supporting asylum seekers and refugees. They are also active in the group’s 

various streams and projects, which keeps it closely informed of current activities, and able 

https://cityofsanctuary.org/groups/
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to consider and plan developments and improvements. Meetings of the EMC are normally 

monthly during which reports are discussed, agendas set and plans agreed for recruiting 

additional volunteers. All existing members (as of the streams) are volunteers, but are 

entitled to claim necessary expenses, such as travelling costs. 

 

Nominations for new Trustees are received from members, and a vote is taken at a meeting 

of members. 

 

WORK STREAMS 

SCHOOLS STREAM 

Update on number of Schools of Sanctuary 

There are currently 18 Schools of Sanctuary in Southampton. No new Schools of Sanctuary 

were created between January 2019 and March 2020. 

Nine schools became Schools of Sanctuary in 2018, and in the following academic year it 

was decided that time should be spent working with those schools consolidating their new 

status and embedding their work. 

In the academic year 2019-20, four schools showed an interest in becoming a School of 

Sanctuary, but unfortunately Covid-19 has completely halted their progress. 

There are three schools currently hoping to become Schools of Sanctuary in May 2021. 

School of Sanctuary Workshop 

In October of 2019, we offered our second Schools of Sanctuary workshop, designed as an 

opportunity for Schools of Sanctuary Champions to network and develop links with other 

schools. For those who were already Schools of Sanctuary, this was seen as an ideal 

opportunity for them to implement the third Sanctuary principle, namely, to share their vision 

and achievements with others. For those who were aiming to become a School of Sanctuary, 

it was a chance to look through existing evidence packs to identify action points for in their 

own evidence packs. Finally, for those who were just looking to find out more about this 

fantastic and growing movement, it was an opportunity to learn about the three principles that 

underpin this award, and see how it can positively impact upon your school and your local 

community. 

School of Sanctuary Ambassadors 

Each School of Sanctuary in Southampton has now selected their Ambassadors (children) 

from across the school. They work with the teachers and leaders in the schools to help 

promote and share the work of the School of Sanctuary movement. 

Welcome Boxes Project 

In January 2020, eleven Schools of Sanctuary across Southampton came together to collect 

items for Welcome Boxes for refugees coming to Southampton (and the South coast). All 

these items were brought together on 16th January 2020 at the John Hansard Gallery where 

our School of Sanctuary Ambassadors worked to create nearly 70 boxes each containing at 

least 10 items, including toothbrush, soap, tea, coffee, milk and a luxury item - because 

everyone deserves a treat. The event was a huge success and the schools involved, as well 

as the John Hansard Gallery, deserve great credit. 
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Online/Social Media 

The Southampton Schools of Sanctuary movement has set up a Facebook page and Twitter 

account. This has helped to promote the work of the schools, but needs more work to widen 

its audience and impact. 

Flags project in conjunction with the John Hansard Gallery 

Schools of Sanctuary across Southampton took part in this project around community, 
culture and belonging. 
 
Inspired by the artist Larry Achiampong, children were invited to design their own flag which 
represented a place or community which was special to them and submit their work for 
selection to be displayed in John Hansard’s biggest gallery space in March 2020 as part of 
the Community Takeover exhibition. 

 

 

Gambian Project 

There is an ongoing project, working with Momodou Bah. Momodou first asked for support 

from the Schools of Sanctuary in 2018. He aims to collect items from schools in 

Southampton which can be transported and used in schools in the Gambia. These items 

include exercise books, pens, uniforms, football kits, laptops etc. 

We have the support of a number of schools, however, like many things, this project has 

been slowed by Covid-19. This said, Momodou has recently been in contact and it is hoped 

that this will soon happen. 

  

Examples of some of the flags produced by Bevois Town Primary School 

Children at the John Hansard Gallery with Welcome Boxes 
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UNIVERSITIES STREAM 

Professor David Owen joined the EMC, and both the University of Southampton and 

Southampton Solent University have made progress this year towards University of 

Sanctuary status. 

CULTURE STREAM 

In January 2019, World Stages Now (WSN) were invited by Nuffield Southampton Theatres 

(NST) to take part in the Make it So festival. This was an exciting opportunity for a refugee 

community theatre group to be included in the programme at a renowned regional theatre, 

likewise an opportunity for NST to work towards its Theatre of Sanctuary award. The 

performances concluded with question and answer session enabling the audience to hear 

first-hand how the performers’ lived experience as refugees contributed to the devising of the 

You, Me and Those Who Came Before production. 

Later in the year WSN were invited to perform a scene from this work at the Annual General 

Meeting of Southampton and Winchester Visitors Group (SWVG). The drama performance 

was followed by group discussions between the refugee performers and SWVG volunteers 

exploring themes of cultural differences between parents and their British-born children - 

themes encountered by SWVG visitors when supporting families from the sanctuary seeker 

community. 

Refugee Week 2019 was celebrated at the Avenue Multicultural Centre (AMC) during June 

and was a huge success with the music group of 13 members playing English folk songs 

mixed with traditional Iranian tunes. Then there was country dancing and drumming with 

everyone joining in, followed by WSN actors presenting through drama their reflections on 

adapting to life in the UK, its challenges and joys and the real issues faced. The morning 

ended with a buffet lunch including dishes from different cultures enjoyed by approximately 

80 people. 

Early in February 2020 just before lockdown, WSN joined Yellow Door and Southampton 

African Women Alliance to present a short play marking the UN’s Day of Zero Tolerance for 

FGM. This multi-agency event was held in the foyer of NST City and brought together a wide 

range of individuals from several ethnic minorities across the city to share art workshops as 

well as appreciate the kora music and singing. The information provided by agencies helped 

provide a safe platform from which to speak about a subject too often confined behind closed 

doors. 

WOMEN FOR WOMEN STREAM 

The Women for Women stream has a long-running all female Sewing Group which until 

lockdown met every week at the Millennium Third Age Centre, where 15 sewing machines 

kindly donated by the Society of Friends are stored along with a range of material and other 

equipment. The Group provides an opportunity for women who may be facing cultural 

barriers or social isolation to learn new skills. Many of the attendees face financial, 

educational, and health disadvantages and the group creates opportunities for friendship and 

shared expertise between local people and women and girls seeking sanctuary. 

The Sewing Group has enjoyed the constant material support of the Southampton Society of 

Friends, to whom we remain indebted for their generosity. 

 

There are over 50 women who are involved with the Sewing Group, and at least 15 are in 

attendance on any given day, welcoming women newly arrived in the city. They have been 

involved in many projects including making items to donate to other Southampton charities. 
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In January 2020, City of Sanctuary Southampton Group CIO received a grant of £6,098 from 

the Tampon Tax Fund of the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Community Foundation (HIWCF) to 

continue the Sewing Group, guaranteeing its existence throughout 2020. 

In February 2020, CoSS were approached by Solent MIND with the idea that Sewing Group 

members could be trained as community peer group mentors to establish networks which 

would help tackle isolation and mental health issues amongst migrant groups in 

Southampton. In the same month, Sewing Group members participated in the Day of Zero 

Tolerance for FGM event held at NST City. 

In March 2020, City of Sanctuary Southampton was approached by the John Hansard 

Gallery in connection with their forthcoming Community Takeover exhibition. They are keen 

to talk to the Sewing Group to explore how they can get involved in the initiative. 

 

 

Sewing Group members displaying some of their items for sale during Refugee Week 
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When I started the sewing group I 

could only do basic sewing, but now 

I'm the proud owner of a machine. 

I feel more confident. 
Quote from a Sewing Group member  
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INAUGURAL STEPHEN PRESS MEMORIAL 

LECTURE 
Stephen Press, the Chair of City of Sanctuary Southampton from its inception, died suddenly 

in September 2018. Stephen was an indefatigable defender of refugee rights, and his 

passing is a great loss to his family and to the community he served. 

The EMC discussed how City of Sanctuary Southampton might commemorate Stephen’s life, 

and we consulted with his family. Stephen’s most important legacy was his commitment to 

bringing people together in support of refugees. This became the germ of an idea for an 

annual lecture – the people of Southampton coming together to learn and to share ideas, 

perspectives and challenges on the theme of forced migration. 

The Inaugural Stephen Press Memorial Lecture was held in November 2019 at the University 

of Southampton, delivered by Professor David Owen and entitled The Making of the Modern 

Refugee. The event was sponsored by the University and was well attended. The money 

raised at the event will secure future lectures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Stephen Press, former Chair of City of Sanctuary Southampton 
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SANCTUARY MOSAIC 
The Group made a successful bid 

for funding from the Southampton 

City Council Community Fund for 

the design and construction of a 

mosaic by local artist Will Rosie in 

recognition of the city’s Sanctuary 

Pledge made in July 2017 by full 

Council, formally recognising 

Southampton as a City of 

Sanctuary. 

 

The mosaic, measuring 2.4 

metres by 1.2 metres, is currently 

stored at the NST City and is 

destined to take pride of place in 

the redeveloped Southampton 

Central railway station complex. 

 

Located at this important transport 

hub, used daily by over 22,000 

people, this glorious mosaic will 

stand as a proud symbol of 

Southampton’s maritime history and its vibrant and diverse culture. Residents will recognise 

what is achievable through common endeavour. Visitors will be impressed by its unequivocal 

humanitarian message. Those escaping persecution and war will have their spirits lifted. For 

years to come, residents will remember coming together to contribute to the creation of 

something beautiful and special, the friends they have made and the crafts they learned. 

 

LANGUAGE CAFÉ 
Volunteers from the Student Action for Refugees (STAR) group at the University of 

Southampton organised Language Cafés held at the Nuffield Southampton Theatre City site, 

where asylum seekers and refugees could engage in informal English learning. City Life 

Education and Action for Refugees (CLEAR) provided the safeguarding and boundaries 

training for the volunteers, and NST kindly gave the venue free of charge and provided free 

refreshments for the attendees. As well as being fun, informal English conversation can 

powerfully reinforce and embed more formal classroom ESOL learning. The venue 

encourages asylum seekers and refugees to become familiar with the theatre and the range 

of community activities for which it is the hub. 

 

LIFT THE BAN COALITION 
Lift the Ban is a national campaign to allow people seeking asylum to work in any job, six 

months after submitting an asylum application. The City of Sanctuary movement is a member 

of the Lift the Ban coalition. In July 2019 we asked Southampton City Councillors to sign a 

Declaration of support for the campaign, as had already been done by many major cities in 

the UK. This was done by all the Labour members of the City Council. 

  

Detail from the Sanctuary Mosaic by Will Rosie 
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FINANCIAL REVIEW 

Financial Year 

City of Sanctuary Southampton Group CIO has a financial year 1st April to 31st March. For 

this first year, the accounts cover the period from the date of registration and therefore 

10th January 2019 to 31st March 2020.  

All the funds including Bank and cash balance are transferred from City of Sanctuary 

Southampton, the predecessor organisation, to the City of Sanctuary Southampton Group 

CIO on 10th January 2019. The total amount of funds transferred is £13,014.95. 

Receipts and Payments accounts 

City of Sanctuary Southampton Group CIO completes its accounts on a receipt and payment 

basis, publishing an annual statement summarising all money received and paid out by the 

charity in the financial year and a statement giving details of its assets and liabilities at the 

end of the year. 

Financial Summary 

City of Sanctuary Southampton Group CIO has not undertaken any significant income 

generation activity in the financial year 2019 to 2020, and as such will need to consider 

broadening its funding base in 2020 to 2021 to ensure continued financial viability and 

longer-term planning. Expenditure in 2019 to 2020 has been in line with expectations, with 

the main financial liability being the running of a Sewing Group and the only other 

expenditure of note being the fulfilling of projects and grants within timebound restricted 

funds already set out for that purpose.  

All cash assets held within the bank account are to meet short-term commitments and 

proposed expenditure, and no assets are held for investment.  

No funds are in deficit and City of Sanctuary Southampton Group CIO has no debts or 

liabilities outside of those detailed in this report. 

Financial position at 10th January 2019 

At the date the CIO was registered, there was £13,014.95 in cash assets in the bank 

account. These assets were transferred to the CIO on 10th January 2019. 

Of these cash assets, the following restrictions on funds applied: 

❑ £ 2,500  Mosaic project – Funds received from Southampton City Council  

❑ £ 1,000  Individual grant project – Funds received from Seedbed Christian Fund 

❑ £ 500  Transport project – Funds received from the Society of Friends  

❑ £ 605  Lecture series project – Funds received from the funeral of Stephen Press  

The remaining £8,409.95 was unrestricted funding.  

At the end of financial year on 31st March 2020, the total balance of restricted funds is 

£4,039. After the net movement, the individual account balances are as follow. 

❑ £ nil  Mosaic project - Funds received from Southampton City Council; all spent. 

❑ £ 80  Individual grant project – Seedbed Christian Fund; £920 disbursed. 

❑ £ 610  Transport project – Funds received from the Society of Friends and STAR 

❑ £ 744  Lecture series project - Funds from the funeral of Stephen Press, and £139 

collected in the current year on the day of the inaugural Memorial Lecture 

❑ £2,605  Sewing Group funds balance at the year end.  
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Restricted Funds 

Restricted funds are to be used for specific purposes, projects and activities specified by the 

donor. Expenditure specifically used for those purposes, projects and activities are charged 

to those funds. Any balance is carried forward in next financial year.  

Unrestricted Funds 

Unrestricted funds are available for use at the discretion of the Trustees and Executive 

Management Committee in furtherance of the general objectives of the charity and which 

have not been designated for other purposes.  

Unrestricted funds are donations and other incoming resources received or generated for the 

charitable purposes. Those funds can be used in pursuit of any activity to carry out the 

organisation’s objectives. 

Summary of income and expenditure 2019-20 

Income 

Income is recognised when the charity actually receives the funds, including income from 

grants which will be recognised on the date when monies are transferred into the bank 

account. Income from cash donations made at events is recognised on the date when it is 

received.  

City of Sanctuary Southampton Group CIO has received income from these sources in 2019 

to 2020: 

❑ 7th September 2019 - £500 donation from the Society of Friends. This is a restricted 

donation for usage towards the maintenance of the sewing machines used by the 

Sewing Group. 

❑ 12th December 2019 - £110 received from STAR. This is a restricted donation for usage 

towards the Transport Fund. 

❑ 7th November 2019 - £139 raised from donations at the Stephen Press Memorial 

Lecture. These are restricted funds for usage towards the development of the lecture 

series in Stephen’s memory. As of 31st March 2020, this cash has yet to be banked.  

❑ Weekly Sewing Group sessions - £310 raised from cash subscriptions from Sewing 

Group attendees. Out of this cash, £99 was used to buy some materials and has been 

added to the cost of running the Sewing Group. The cash balance of £211 is not in itself 

a restricted fund. As of 31st March 2020, this cash has yet to be banked. 

❑ We have successfully received the HIWCF restricted funding of £6,098 just before the 

end of this financial year for the Sewing Group. 

❑ Another £215 from the Society of Friends for the Sewing Group. 

❑ A total of £100 was received in small donations and was banked on 3rd February 2020. 

The total income/receipt of funds for 2019-2020 is calculated as: £7,482 and £13,014.95 

transferred from the Group’s predecessor City of Sanctuary Southampton, making a total 

balance of receipts of £20,496.95. 

Expenditure 

Expenditure is recognised on a payment basis when a payment is made against any 

obligation. Additionally, it will also include direct expenditure incurred through grants to 

individuals or partners and operational activities, together with associated support costs. 

Expenditure is allocated to the particular activity where the cost relates directly to that 

activity. 
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City of Sanctuary Southampton Group CIO has used the following funds in 2019:  

❑ £ 4,306.83  Expenses of running the Sewing Group  

❑ £ 2,500  Payment for work on the Sanctuary Mosaic (from restricted fund) 

❑ £ 238  Payment for volunteering expenses 

❑ £ 920  Payment to two individuals of Seedbed grants (from restricted fund) 

❑ £ 95  Payment for printing and stationery  

The total expenditure for 2019-2020 is calculated as: £8,059.83, of which £7,628 is from 

restricted funding and £431.83 from unrestricted funding. 

Financial position at 31st  March 2020 

Assuming all cheque payments made are banked, City of Sanctuary Southampton Group 

CIO presently has £12,437.12 in cash assets. Of this, £1,1481.95 is at bank and £955.17 in 

cash. Out of this £12,437, restricted funds are £4,039 and unrestricted funds amount is 

£8,398. 

Restricted funds are broken down as follows: 

❑ £ 80  Individual grant project – Funds received from Seedbed Christian Fund 

❑ £ 610  Transport project – £500 Funds carried forward from the Society of Friends and 

£110 received from STAR during current financial year 

❑ £ 744  Lecture series project – £605 funds carried forward from the funeral of Stephen 

Press and £139 collected on the day of the inaugural Memoria Lecture. 

❑ £ 2,605  for the Sewing Group to be carried forward to next year expenses. 

Reserves Policy 

City of Sanctuary Southampton Group CIO has limited ongoing liabilities and the main 

obligation remains to a self-employed tutor who runs the Sewing Group and has done so for 

a number of years. In order to facilitate the proper winding up of the charity if this was 

required in the future, it is necessary to hold one academic term of funding for the Sewing 

Group in reserves to provide a notice period for the tutor. This is calculated at a maximum of 

£1,120 to be held in unrestricted funds. 

Fundraising Policy 

City of Sanctuary Southampton Group CIO has undertaken no fundraising of significance in 

the financial year 2019-2020. A fundraising policy will need to be written to support the 

organisation developing further in 2020-2021. 

Looking ahead to 2020-2021 

After a short break in March 2020 due to Covid-19 lockdown, the Sewing Group continues 

remotely using a blend of Zoom conferencing, WhatsApp, Facebook and email. If lockdown 

restrictions are lifted and the EMC decide to return the Sewing Group to face-to-face 

operation, this would represent an ongoing financial obligation for the CIO outside of 

restricted funds. The Sewing Group would cost £80 per week to run (for the venue hire and 

tutor fees) in addition to the annual maintenance for the sewing machines. Under these 

circumstances, the anticipated costs for the Sewing Group for the financial year 2020-2021 

are as follows: 

❑ Summer term 2020: £ 960 

❑ Autumn term 2020: £ 1,120 

❑ Spring term 2021: £ 960 

❑ Maintenance cost: £ 750 approximately 
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The total estimated financial obligations for the Sewing Group for 2020 to 2021 are therefore 

£3,790. Some of these costs would be offset by financial contributions from attendees, 

however it is not possible to forecast the proportion of these costs at this time. This is more 

than 80% of the unrestricted funds projected as cash assets at 31st March 2021. 

If the Sewing Group were to be considered too high a financial obligation for the CIO to 

maintain, one term would be required to give notice to the tutor, the venue and attendees, as 

well as to relocate the sewing machines and materials currently stored at the venue. 

A successful funding bid was submitted in October 2019 to the Hampshire and Isle of Wight 

Community Foundation (HIWCF) to cover the running costs of the Sewing Group for 2020 

from their Tampon Tax fund. We received the funds of £6,098 at the end of this financial 

year. There was also a donation of £500 from an individual for the Sewing Group in the 

current financial year. A large portion of this funding has been offset by the spending for the 

Sewing Group from the restricted funds. To date, the restricted balance for the Sewing Group 

fund is £2,605 for the year 2020-21. 

Recommendations / Things to Consider 

❑ A number of invoices were paid later than ideally would be the case or were banked by 

the recipient a considerable time after the cheque was issued. This causes difficulties in 

cross referencing financial information and keeping records up to date. There may be 

methods to streamline this process, such as internet banking to enable immediate 

payment. 

❑ There are currently no written financial policies or controls for the CIO that have been 

adopted by the Trustees. This needs to be reviewed in order to ensure good financial 

management of the charitable funds for which the Trustees are responsible.  
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Bank Book and Cash Book 
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Receipts and Payments Accounts CC16a 
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Southampton 


