
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

In November 2019 Reading Hindu Centre’s (RHC’s) launch a fund raising initiative - “Ek Sham Suhani”- 

for carrying out some urgent repairs in the Temple building. Following were the key outcomes:  

 

 with your kind generosity, this initiative has generated more than eleven thousand pounds  

 the old damaged and leaking windows in the main hall were replaced with new double glazed 

windows – it will minimise noise pollution for our neighbours, produce less energy bills and warmer 

environment, especially in winter. 

 

I wish to express my deepest sense of gratitude to all those who attended this event, put advert, articles, 

artworks in the magazine and offered financial donations to this noble cause.  

 

The year 2020 started as normal, but unexpectedly developed into a challenging year for mankind. I have 

no doubt in my mind that it is going to go down in the history as the year of “COVID-19”. For our Temple, 

it all started with a nationwide lockdown in March, which forced religious organisations to close their 

doors… 

 

The situation was unprecedented. However, Executive Committee (EC) acted swiftly, and activated a plan 

of telecasting the festival celebrations live via Temple’s established social networking services. Since 

March, Chaitra Navratri, Ram Navmi, Hanuman Jayanti and Adi Shankaracharya Jayanti were celebrated 

in the Temple virtually via Facebook live feed. 

 

In July, with the easing of restrictions, the EC once again geared into action and prepared the premise by 

following government guidance and regulations for the reopening of the Temple. Since then, Shrikrishna 

Janmashtami and Indian independence day were celebrated virtually, whereas during Ganesh Festival and 

Ashwin Navratri devotees’ participation was permitted with restrictions in place. For obvious reason of 

social distancing, the Navratri Garba and Karwa Choth puja were not organised in the Temple. However, 

a Karva Chauth katha was recorded and made available on the Facebook, which enabled ladies to perform 

the puja in their homes. 

 

Additionally, since March 2020, the evening aarti was telecasted once a week on Tuesday with a live 

darshan of all the deities.  

 

I feel proud that during this stressful and difficult times, EC made huge effort for delivering the RHC’s 

religious responsibilities towards the entire Hindu community. The number of views recorded for the 

festivals and aarti telecasts which many times exceeded thousands, simply proves the essentialness of our 

religious services, and how much devotees valued them…In all, undoubtedly, we received an 

overwhelming response from the congregation, which was very pleasing.  

 

Despite this, it was no surprise that the overall footfall of the devotees in the Temple has drastically fallen. 

This has directly affected the Charity’s income, with an estimated shortfall of £25k for the current year and 

is forecast to be even more in the New Year… 



 

Over the last 18 years, EC has always handled the Charity’s finances prudently, and have tried to build 

cash reserves to protect the Charity from failing in difficult times. This reserve has enabled the EC to fulfil 

all its key financial commitments such as payment of refurbishment loan, Priest’s fulltime salary through 

a government’s Furlough scheme and other day to day routine maintenance expenses, which still remain 

even with the reduced opening hours of the Temple.  

 

Hence in order to top up the reserve of the Charity, the EC launched a fund raising appeal during Diwali 

2020, and as always our community have responded very positively. It gives me great pleasure to announce 

that: 

 

 with your kind generosity, this initiative has raised around £8 k 

 

I am extremely thankful to all those who have contributed to this appeal, and request you all to keep 

spreading the message across. Also, if you have not yet responded to this appeal, then please do contribute 

generously for our Temple… 

 

Lastly, I have always believed that the Temple community is keeping this charity on continuing path of 

growth and progress. EC value your advice and help in any respect. So please do not hesitate to contact 

myself or my fellow EC members if you: 

 

 have certain expertise, which you feel you can offer for the benefit of the Charity 

 wish to become a member of the Charity, Or a member of the Committee  

 

Remember, more hands make light work! 

 

May the year ahead bring you all the happiness, peace and wealth you rightly deserve! 

 

Thank you very much for your continuing support and encouragement… 

 

Stay safe, stay blessed! 

 

Yours truly, 

 

Dr Ashok S Khare 

Chairperson of the Executive Committee 

 

Executive Committee  

Mr Govind Bhatti (Treasurer), Mr Laxman Chouhan (Elected member), Mr Shashi Mawkin (Property 

manager), Mr Sunil Mehan (Joint Secretary), Mr Karan Mehra (Joint Treasurer and Hiring Coordinator), 

Mr Vijay Mistry (Secretary), Mrs Khushboo Panwar (Events Coordinator), Mr Bhupendra Sankhla (Vice 

Chairperson), Mr Bhupen Sodha (Elected Member) and Mr Srikrishnan Sriram (Elected member)  

 














































































