
www.frame.org.uk | hello@frame.org.uk | +44 (0) 300 030 1016
1/24/22 1

FRAME Annual Report

2020-2021



www.frame.org.uk | hello@frame.org.uk | +44 (0) 300 030 1016

Word from FRAME Chair of Trustees
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This past year we have passed a major milestone for FRAME, celebrating 30 years of the FRAME Laboratory 
in partnership with the University of Nottingham. We are incredibly proud of the FRAME Laboratory, which 
was the first dedicated research centre focusing entirely on human-based methods that will help replace 
animal research in the UK, but we are also aware that, although much has been achieved since FRAME was 
founded, there are still millions of animals in the UK and worldwide that are used in medical and scientific 
research, often without eliciting much, if any, progress to understand and cure human diseases.

In 2020, 2.88 million scientific procedures involving live animals were conducted in the UK alone. Whilst an 
immediate end to all animal testing is not possible without halting certain areas of medical research, we 
believe this number of animal experiments is unnecessary.

I am privileged to be a part of FRAME as Chair of the Trustees in advocating the 3Rs – Replacement, 
Reduction, and Refinement. Through these principles, we can help reduce animal suffering immediately as 
well as pave the way for non-animal methods to take the lead in the future.

We are working hard to push for a drastic reduction in the number of procedures involving live animals by 
focusing on four key pillars:

• Funding research – through the ongoing work of the FRAME Laboratory, our Summer Studentships 
and our brand-new Innovation Grants. We are at the forefront of creating, validating, and sharing 
non-animal methods.

• Sharing information – with our non-animal science-centred publication, ATLA, and our education 
and outreach work, we are sharing the importance of human-centred science around the world. 
Our Training School also continues to be a leader in training researchers on how to reduce and 
refine animal use in experiments where no non-animal methods are currently available.

• Creating change – we are working hard to promote non-animal methods within scientific 
communities around the world and influence positive changes in policy.

• Building resilience – we are passionate about our work and our vision for a better future, but we 
know change takes time. We are working hard to increase the resilience of FRAME and the 
sustainability of our funding, ensuring we will be around until we achieve our vision.

I hope you enjoy reading more about our work in these areas in this report.

Finally, I would like to say a huge thank you, to you - our supporters. We are immensely grateful to have 
such a warm group of advocates helping us through offering partnerships and providing donations and 
critical advice. We are honoured to be able to work on your behalf to create a future where non-animal 
methods are considered scientific best practice and animals are no longer used in medical or scientific 
research.

Together we can create a more humane world, benefitting animals and humans alike.

Dr Anna Cadogan, FRAME Chair of Trustees
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Welcome from FRAME CEO 
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The past year has been challenging year for us all, but one thing the COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted is 
the urgent need for good – by which I mean robust, reliable, efficient, and effective – science as well as the 
important role of information sharing and collaboration within both academia and the scientific industry. 
The search for possible vaccines and treatments has created an unprecedented level of openness in the 
research community and has shone a light on the alternative, non-animal technologies being used to gather 
data about the virus.

Throughout the pandemic, FRAME’s work to research alternatives to the use of animals in medical and 
scientific research, education and testing has continued, and we cannot thank our supporters and corporate 
sponsors enough for their continued support, interest, and enthusiasm for our vision of a world where non-
animal methods are accepted as scientific best practice.

Despite the challenges of the pandemic, work in the FRAME Laboratory continued, with our scientists 
focusing on desk-based research when the lab temporarily closed due to lockdown. We’re proud that the 
FRAME Lab has worked on a number of successful, human-relevant projects this year, including developing 
an in vitro model to study chemotherapy-associated liver disease; collaborating with the University of 
Helsinki to investigate gut microbiota in IBS, and working with the MRC Versus Arthritis Centre for 
Musculoskeletal Ageing Research on a human dietary study.

Every year, FRAME delivers an annual FELASA (Federation of European Laboratory Animal Science 
Associations) accredited Training School, held in collaboration with the University of Nottingham. Due to the 
pandemic, the event moved online but the course was delivered successfully through live lectures and 
group discussions that encouraged interactivity and collaboration.

The pandemic also led us to make changes to our Summer Studentship programme, developed to support 
undergraduates in undertaking research projects in an area relating to the development of alternative 
methods. We anticipated that laboratory research projects weren’t going to be possible, so redirected the 
funds to other forms of research and were pleased to award three studentships looking at important areas 
of policy, practice, and regulation of animal research.

In June 2020, we revealed the results of our global study: ‘Fact or fiction? Mapping perceptions of animal 
testing’ which we commissioned to understand current public attitudes and perceptions of animal testing 
and research for medical, chemical, and cosmetic purposes. Amongst its findings, the study revealed that 
the overwhelming majority of people (93.4%) think more needs to be done to replace and reduce the use of 
animals in testing and research. We’d like to say a big thank you to those who took the time to complete the 
survey – the information and insights we gathered will help to inform our outreach strategy and focus our 
key messages for the public, the education sector, policymakers, and businesses.

The events of this year will hopefully allow gains from animal research to be evaluated, alongside the 
important contribution of non-animal methods, to assess the current state of animal testing and – crucially 
– influence a future without it.

Together, it is possible to improve outcomes for human health and prevent animal suffering.

Celean Camp

FRAME Chief Executive Officer

https://frame.org.uk/app/uploads/2021/01/FRAME-report_final.pdf
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Strategy and governance
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Our vision

Our vision is a world where non-animal methods are accepted as scientific best practice.

Our mission

Our mission is to support the timely development and implementation of scientifically valid methods which 
will provide reliable data and replace the need for animal experiments in medical and scientific research, 
education, and testing.

Our values

To help us to achieve our vision we have a clear set of values that help guide us in the work we do and the 
decisions we make. Our values are:

• Brave - we inspire change, by questioning and constructively challenging the use of animals in scientific 
and medical research.

• Thoughtful - our approach is research-led and considered, using expert scientific sources to demonstrate 
that humane and human-focussed science is better science.

• Collaborative - we work with academics, industry scientists, policymakers, and regulators. We don’t 
dictate, berate, or preach; we stand alongside those working within the sector to 
create practical solutions for better human health.

• Resourceful - we act prudently and creatively, using our resources strategically to create maximum 
impact.

• Supportive - we are supportive of our staff and community, open to new ideas and viewpoints 
and loyal to our supporters and partners. We seek to inform, inspire, and nurture the next generation of 
researchers.

Our strategy

FRAME works to achieve its goals via the following strategic areas of activity:

• Funding research - To ensure scientific methods for biomedical research that improve upon the use of 
animals continue to be developed and implemented.

• Sharing information - To ensure that information about non-animal methods, how to find, and how to 
use them is disseminated and shared as widely as possible within the scientific community at all levels.

• Creating change - To actively promote uptake of non-animal methods, ensure that barriers to adoption 
are reduced, and engage in constructive challenge around the inherent problems of animal models.

• Building resilience - To ensure that FRAME is a sustainable and resilient organisation with sufficient skills, 
support, and income to continue its work in the long term.
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Strategy and governance
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FRAME believes that the use of animals in research has always been scientifically questionable, and there is 
a growing evidence base supporting this view. Combined with the development of better alternatives and 
changing attitudes towards animals within society, we believe that animal research should now not be 
considered appropriate for the majority of research into human diseases and their treatments.

The current system of research, funding, regulation, discovery, and publication has evolved around the 
requirements for animal research and attempts to control and justify the use of animals. As a result, it can 
be difficult to make a change both at an individual and a system level.

We believe that lasting change needs to involve everyone – current and future scientists to embrace new 
methods, regulators to put more stringent requirements on animal research and enforce these, funders to 
encourage work that involves non-animal methods to build the evidence base, journal editors to ensure that 
high quality original research conducted in new ways can be shared and that where animal studies are 
published they are of high quality and reproducible, and the public to get involved in research and consider 
donating tissue or organs for scientific research.

Theory of change
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The FRAME Laboratory

FRAME continues to provide the FRAME Laboratory at the University of Nottingham Medical School with an 
annual block grant to support the laboratory, staff and students in their research work using human-
relevant, non-animal methods. The experimental work carried out in lab marries excellent basic science with 
practical scientific alternatives to the use of animals in medical experiments.

Practical research at the FRAME Laboratory halted temporarily during lockdown and some students took up 
opportunities to support COVID testing facilities in the early stages of the pandemic. Laboratory research 
swiftly resumed under social distancing guidelines.

Despite the challenges of the pandemic, students continued to work on their PhD projects with two 
completing them. A study involving the FRAME Lab looking at time restricted feeding on insulin sensitivity in 
men as opposed to mice models was also published in the American Journal of Nutrition. Several other 
papers were worked on, and manuscripts written and prepared for submission, including work on scaffolds 
for growing 3D cell models, and liver injury models.

Work in the FRAME Laboratory is based around three key pillars:

• Neuroinflammation – The lab’s interest in neuroinflammation is driven by the significant influence it has 
on human health. Our scientists are building human-based models to allow them to figure out how and 
why neuroinflammation occurs with the ultimate aim of developing new treatments. The lab is 
conducting this research using induced pluripotent stem cells – stem cells which can be turned into cells 
such as neurones, astrocytes and microglia that can be combined to create a mini organ. The scientists 
also work on proteins with pre-identified drug targets that have shown promise at phase I and II trials for 
conditions such as Parkinson’s.

• The liver - The liver is an important focus of the lab’s research as there are currently no available 
treatments for non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD) and non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH). In 
NAFLD, fat accumulates in the liver. Over time, this leads to inflammation and then fibrosis – scarring of 
the liver. To model this process, the lab uses all the primary human cells involved in the liver, including 
hepatocyte cells, Kupffer cells, stellate cells and cells with liver disease (fibrosis), all derived from liver 
samples which are ethically sourced from hospitals in the East Midlands region. The lab is also isolating 
the cells that our scientists believe are adult stem cells and is growing and differentiating these to 
produce hepatocytes. Scientists then produce ‘scaffolding’ from donated human liver tissue that has had 
the original cells removed. New cells (healthy or diseased) can be inserted by our researchers to produce 
mini organs that can be used to investigate liver diseases, toxicity, and the effectiveness of potential 
drugs.

• Biomaterials - The lab is researching ways to produce 3D and 2D materials that will provide an ideal 
environment for building cells. One project includes the creation of electrospun scaffolds – a synthetic 
biomaterial that can mimic cell architecture found in the human body. This will improve the quality and 
accessibility of in vitro models as viable alternatives to animals across a range of research areas.

Funding research
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The FRAME Summer Studentship Programme is an annual initiative that offers grants to undergraduate 
students to allow them to carry out a summer research project in an area relating to the development of 
alternative methods.

Despite the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, we were still keen to support undergraduate research projects. 
Lockdown meant that many grants for practical research projects had to be postponed, as students and 
supervisors were unable to carry out laboratory work. To ensure we could continue to support students, we 
decided to redirect the funds during 2020 to allow applications for desk-based research projects and 
reviews only.

We were pleased to receive a number of interesting applications for our revised grant call and to award 
three grants. The funded projects were:

The use of animal models in respiratory diseases research – Martina Bonassera, Cardiff University

Martina’s project looked at the use of Non-Technical Summaries (NTSs) to sustain the Replacement, 
Reduction and Refinement of animal use in Respiratory Disease Research. Her research found that in many 
cases the accuracy and transparency of the NTS was poor, but that changes to the EU requirements in 2020 
had improved this. As the only publicly available source of information on what individual studies are being 
carried out on animals, the NTS is a valuable source of information, and also allows for independent scrutiny 
of the application of the licensing legislation. She concluded that studies that assess the quality of NTS 
reporting in different fields of research could be a valuable source of information not only for the general 
public but also for competent authorities and the whole scientific community.

Single species testing in pharmaceutical drug development – Caterina Dixon, University of Cambridge

Caterina’s project used bioinformatics (computer-based technology and tools for analysing and 
understanding biological data) to collate and analyse available biological data to identify specific 
physiological differences between animal species and the impact this has on their response to different 
drugs. Whilst her results were inconclusive, this project highlights possible avenues to create potential tools 
for assessing species relevance through the use of available data and suggests possible next steps.

Commenting on the experience, Caterina said: “To put simply, I could not have done my project without 
FRAME. They have supported me throughout the process, giving advice, checking that the project was on 
track and making me feel like I was part of a group much larger than just me and my supervisor. I feel truly 
honoured to have been given a chance to conduct research in such a vital branch of science. Thank you 
FRAME for this opportunity.”

Tackling Alzheimer’s disease: how well do mouse models work? – Gréta Utassy, Cardiff University

Gréta’s project reviewed mouse models used in published Alzheimer’s disease research over the past 
decade. Gréta identified the strain of mice used in each project and used a scoring sheet to assess the 
physical and behavioural characteristics of the mouse strain in comparison to the presentation of 
Alzheimer’s disease in people. She concluded that whilst the mice strains may be relevant to particular 
research questions, none of the models used could accurately replicate all aspects of the disease, 
particularly the molecular changes seen in the brain resulting in the formation of plaques and tangles as 
seen in Alzheimer’s cases. Gréta also created a scoring system to assess the potential reproducibility of each 
study using criteria from the ARRIVE guidelines for reporting animal research. Ensuring animal studies are 
reported thoroughly and accurately is important for assessing the value of the research and the outcomes. 

Funding research
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Sharing information is a core element of our work at FRAME in our mission to replace the need for animal 
experiments in medical and scientific research, education, and testing.

This year, despite the global pandemic, we have continued to share information with key audiences who all 
have parts to play in helping us achieve our mission. We have also strengthened our resources to increase 
our capacity and enable us to do this more effectively moving forward.

Our goal was to disseminate information on non-animal research methods, how to find and use them, raise 
awareness of initiatives, issues and regulatory changes, and share training and funding opportunities within 
the scientific community at all levels.

This year we achieved this through:

• Sharing information with the public to raise awareness of our work in replacing animals in research and 
show donors how their gifts are being used to bring change. We shared local and global initiatives and 
relevant campaigns that increase voices pushing for a move to non-animal research methods, to educate 
and provide more insight and context to animal and non-animal research issues and how we can path the 
way to change.

• Sharing information with future scientists, regulators, and decision makers to raise awareness of modern 
non-animal technologies, the 3Rs, research ethics, good experimental deign and increase knowledge of 
the regulatory framework for using animals in research, how to find and use alternatives and areas for 
improvement within the current system.

• Launching a new website. Following the appointment of FRAME CEO Celean Camp, FRAME started to 
evolve a new strategy and plan to ensure we had the correct people and infrastructure in place to 
facilitate the sharing of information with our audiences effectively and efficiently. As part of this, a 
project to create a new website began in summer 2020, with the aim of making information and 
resources more accessible to everyone. The website launched in February 2021.

• Researching and publishing a report on attitudes to animal testing. We commissioned a global survey 
with the aim of increasing understanding of public awareness and attitudes to animal research and 
gather insights that would inform FRAME’s future messaging. The report: ‘Fact or Fiction: Mapping 
perceptions of animal testing’ was published on the FRAME website in June 2020.

Sharing information
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Amongst its findings, the survey revealed that:
• 93% of the general public think more needs to be 

done to replace and reduce the use of animals in 
testing and research

• 52% of people think stopping the use of animals in all 
types of research and testing could happen 
immediately.

• 42% of people see greater funding of alternatives as 
the most important factor in helping to end the use of 
animals in testing and research.

• 75% of survey respondents see the pharmaceutical 
industry as the biggest user of animals for research 
and testing.
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• The findings of the research were cited later in 2021 in an open letter to the ECHA (European Chemicals 
Agency) in response to its decision calling for animal tests on chemicals for cosmetics use, and signed by 
over 400 companies and organisations from the cosmetics industry. The report was also referenced in 
global news coverage of the campaign, including articles in The Guardian, Elle, Harper’s Bazaar, and 
Business Telegraph.

• Developing our partnership with the University of Nottingham. Throughout 2020 and 2021 we have 
continued our partnership with the University of Nottingham and explored opportunities for expanding 
this in the future. We work closely with colleagues in the Centre of Applied Bioethics where we support 
the post of Research Fellow Dr Michelle Hudson-Shore to continue her work on joint projects such as the 
FRAME Training School in Experimental Design and other training provisions. We also continue to fund 
the FRAME Laboratory annually and maintain close links with Dr Andrew Bennett, the Director and 
supervisor of the PhD students and their lab projects.

• Delivering a virtual Training School. FRAME has held annual Training Schools in experimental design and 
statistical analysis of biomedical and bioscience experiments since 2008. These training courses are now 
held in collaboration with the University of Nottingham. Historically, these courses have been face-to-
face, but the pandemic meant that the 2020 Training School due to take place at the Moredun Research 
Institute had to be postponed. Following overwhelming support and interest in an online event, FRAME 
shifted the approach to deliver the training virtually in April 2021.

• Publishing Alternatives to Laboratory Animals (ATLA). We continued to publish our peer-reviewed, 
scientific journal ATLA in partnership with SAGE Publishing. In May 2020, Professor Judith Madden of 
Liverpool John Moores University was appointed as ATLA’s new Editor-in-Chief. In January 2021, Esther 
Haugabrooks (Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine, Washington DC, USA), Helena Kandarova
(Slovak Academy of Sciences, Bratislava, Slovakia), Winfried Neuhaus (Austrian Institute of Technology, 
Vienna, Austria) and Alicia Paini (European Commission, Joint Research Centre, Ispra, Italy) all joined 
ATLA as Associate Editors.

There were around 30,000 full text downloads from the SAGE/ATLA platform this year. The most 
frequently downloaded paper from the April 2020–2021 ATLA issues was a comprehensive review of in 
silico tools as alternatives to animal testing.

Authors of papers in the April 2020–2021 ATLA issues were from various countries, including India, the 
Philippines, Turkey, Egypt, the Netherlands, and the Czech Republic, amongst others. Papers featured a 
wide range of subjects, such as the environmental toxicity testing of hospital wastewater using in vitro
methods; intestinal organoids; an evaluation of blood–brain barrier models; a lung inflammation model; 
and a critique of the use of animal models in psychiatric disorders.

Four Virtual Special Collections were launched in March 2021. These covered education and training 
resources; in silico tools; serum-free approaches; and biobanking. The aim is to create a platform of 
collated papers on these specific topics on the ATLA website. This will represent a valuable resource of 
information for a wide and varied audience, including research scientists, educators, policy makers and 
regulators.

Sharing information
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https://www.unilever.com/Images/open-letter-cosmetics-animal-testing-ban-effectively-shredded_tcm244-557069_en.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2021/aug/11/uk-could-allow-animal-tests-for-cosmetic-ingredients-for-first-time-since-1998
https://www.elle.com/uk/beauty/a37288998/uk-restarting-animal-testing-cosmetics/
https://www.harpersbazaar.com/uk/beauty/fitness-wellbeing/a37314618/uk-restarting-animal-testing-cosmetics/
https://www.businesstelegraph.co.uk/uk-could-allow-animal-tests-for-cosmetic-ingredients-for-first-time-since-1998/
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FRAME promotes the use of non-animal methods through activities such as campaigning, funding and 
the publication of research, and through our educational work and resources. We promote robust scientific 
methods and available non-animal techniques and their benefits, to the current scientific community and 
scientists of the future.

Through our own research, FRAME is continually investigating and developing new methods at the forefront 
of science. We also collaborate with other organisations, industry, and laboratories across a wide range of 
biological and medical fields to help advance science and bring change.

Our goal was to promote uptake of non-animal methods, ensure that barriers to adoption are reduced, and 
engage in constructive challenge around the inherent problems of animal models.

This year we achieved this through:

• Supporting Home Office working groups. FRAME has a history of advising the UK government in the 
development of policy around the use of animals in science and the implementation of alternative 
methods. To this end, we remain a member of the Animal Welfare stakeholder group and attend 
meetings held by the ASRU (Animals in Science Regulation Unit) - the Home Office unit responsible for 
regulating the operation of the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986 (ASPA). As a result of this 
association, at the start of 2021, FRAME was asked to contribute to the ‘Future Capability Working 
Group’ set up by the Animals in Science Committee (ASC). The Animals in Science Committee (ASC) is a 
non-executive, non-departmental public body established under the requirements of ASPA to provide 
independent expert advice to ministers on matters relating to the welfare of species protected under the 
Act and their use in scientific procedures. FRAME completed and submitted two horizon scanning 
documents on key issues we felt would potentially impact the use of animals in research in the future. 
One summarised key concerns around GA (genetically altered) animal use in research, and the other the 
need to prioritise non-animal methods more robustly. We also took part in the follow-up workshops in 
2021 alongside other invited attendees.

• Facilitating volunteering opportunities. Volunteers are key to the work of many charities, contributing to 
fundraising, events, and administrative tasks. Due to the nature of FRAME’s mission, it is essential that 
we stay abreast of changes in regulation, policy, training, funding and advances in research in order to 
share and signpost relevant content and news to the right audiences, as well as informing our own work. 
Following on from volunteering enquiries from people with the skills to help support these aspects of our 
work, FRAME took on a volunteer to support ongoing projects at the end of 2020 and an PhD intern at 
the beginning of 2021. The opportunity to engage with scientists and future policymakers early in their 
career and support the development of their knowledge and skillset is something we are passionate 
about. In the next few years, we aim to build our volunteer network and capacity to offer similar 
opportunities.

Jessie Hellier joined FRAME in November 2020 as a volunteer which successfully led to the full-time role 
of policy and projects intern. As a volunteer, Jessie supported our work around the 30th anniversary of 
the FRAME Lab and helped us to reconnect with our alumni around the world.

Creating change
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• In February 2021, FRAME welcomed Margarita Kalamara, Molecular Microbiology PhD student at the 
University of Dundee, as an intern as part of the Professional Internship for PhD Students (PIPS) 
scheme, funded by the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council’s (BBSRC) through 
the East of England Bioscience (EASTBIO) Doctoral Training Partnership. The scheme provides 
students with the opportunity to carry out a work placement unrelated to their doctoral research 
during their PhD, to help early career researchers understand the context of their research and allow 
them to explore the range of opportunities in which they can apply their PhD skills and training after 
they graduate.

At FRAME, Margarita carried out a project reviewing the provision of experimental design and 3Rs 
training on PhD courses at universities across the UK, with the aim of identifying where 
improvements can be made and how FRAME can influence change.

Margarita's final report highlights large variety in mandatory and optional training provision between 
universities and institutions.

Commenting on the opportunity, Margarita said: “Being able to work as part of a charity that does 
such important work has been fantastic. Not only have I learnt about the field of researching and 
promoting alternatives to animal methods, but I have also experienced what it is like to work in the 
third sector. Having the chance to explore alternative careers to academia and learn about my areas 
of interest in the context of a Professional Internship is a great privilege and I am very grateful to 
EASTBIO and everyone at FRAME for all their support.”

• Sustaining supporter and external communications. We continued to disseminate key news, views 
and updates via the new FRAME website and social media platforms including Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, and LinkedIn. Articles covered key areas of concern and interest for FRAME such as the 
use of GA animals, accelerating the uptake of alternatives, the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
animal research and ongoing research projects in the FRAME Laboratory including diabetes and 
breast cancer. We also increased our email communication to subscribers, with e-shot updates 
issued twice a month.

In 2020, FRAME was approached by HelpFilm – a charity that 
provides free professional animations for non-profit organisations. 
Together, we produced an animation summarising our key mission
to replace animal research and how we are trying to get there. The 
animation is available to view on ‘The Issue' page of our website.

In total, 35 news articles and blogs were uploaded to the FRAME website, and two issues of our print 
newsletter, FRAME News, were sent out to subscribers.

In October 2020, FRAME’s thought leadership article, ‘Human models for human drug development’
was published in Drug Discovery World – one of the leading sources of drug discovery and 
development news. The article questions why the outdated practice of using animals has not yet 
been sufficiently challenged, discusses the need for a shift in ‘replacement’ thinking, and explores 
what needs to be done to make responsible, reproducible, human-relevant approaches a first choice 
for research teams across industry and academia, as well as the part industry insiders can play.

• Recruiting new expertise to FRAME’s Board of Trustees. In June 2020, we appointed Dr Carol 
Treasure, founder and CEO of specialist animal-free contract testing laboratory, XCellR8, to our Board 
of Trustees. The appointment of Dr Lesley Gilmour, the Named Training and Competency Officer 
(NTCO) at the University of Glasgow, closely followed. The Board provides strategic direction and 
governance and works alongside the FRAME team that is led by CEO Celean Camp.

https://frame.org.uk/app/uploads/2021/08/FRAME-Experimental-Design-Report-1.pdf
https://frame.org.uk/the-issue/
https://www.ddw-online.com/human-models-for-human-drug-development-7463-202010/
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We know that the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic have been far-reaching and have caused financial 
challenges and hardship for many. We’re extremely grateful to those who have continued to support us this 
year, and in particular our generous legacy donors who have helped sustain us for more than 50 years.

We rely entirely on donations and gifts to carry out our work, and appreciate each and every donation we 
receive.

This year, we have made a number of key investments to ensure that FRAME is a sustainable and resilient 
organisation with sufficient skills, support and income to continue its work in the long term.

These include:

• Appointing FRAME’s first Fundraising Manager – Catriona Sinclair joined FRAME as Fundraising Manager 
in January 2021 to build on our engagement and outreach work and strengthen relationships with 
stakeholders. Catriona is responsible for generating income for charitable activities and keeping in regular 
contact with the charity’s donors and supporters, as well as connecting individuals, businesses, and other 
organisations with FRAME’s work.

• Launching a new website – In 2020, the appointment of Celean Camp as CEO, along with the onset of the 
pandemic, provided the ideal opportunity for us to review FRAME’s marketing strategy and identify new 
opportunities and ways to engage with our target audiences. It was quickly identified that our existing 
website didn’t provide the necessary functionality to allow FRAME to grow and adapt to new pressures 
and challenges. Working with marketing and PR agency V Formation and digital agency Frogspark, we 
developed a new website with the aim of effectively engaging, educating, and facilitating the 
conversation around animal testing and alternatives. Since the website’s launch in February 2021, we’ve 
seen an increase in traffic and engagement, with the number of website visitors increasing and users 
spending more time on the site.

Building resilience
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Total income:
£480,110

Total expenditure:
£310,256

Change in investment values - £182,982
£24,645

£51,675
£0

£24,857

£35,417

£343,516

£209,700

£66,118

£217,420
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Looking to the future
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As we look ambitiously to the future, we are focused on increasing the sustainability of 
FRAME by diversifying our income streams, to reduce our reliance on legacies.

We will continue to strengthen our leading partnership with the University of 
Nottingham, including sustaining our annual grant to the FRAME Laboratory to support 
staff and students in their research work using human-relevant, non-animal methods. 
By doing this, we are able to increase the global reach and impact of our work, creating 
real, tangible change by reducing the number of animals used in medical and scientific 
research.

In addition to funding laboratory work, we will be expanding our current education and 
outreach efforts through the provision of educational resources for secondary schools. 
We also aim to conduct key research projects to uncover the underlying issues that are 
blocking the adoption of non-animal methods within scientific and medical research, 
including a survey of researchers working in academia and industry.
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We would like to say a huge thank you to all our collaborators, donors, partners, and 
supporters. Without you we could not have achieved what we have this year, and we 
would not be able to continue working towards our goal to replace animals in scientific 
and medical research and testing.

FRAME is extremely grateful to the following people and organisations for their 
support:

• Avon

• Bios Line

• Boots

• British Association for Chemical Specialities

• Johnson & Johnson

• Michael Balls

• Neal's Yard Remedies

• Next

• Paula Jones

• Procter & Gamble

• Reckitt Benckiser

• Richard Clothier

• Smith & Nephew

• The Barbara Welby Trust

• The Kennel Club

• The South Square Trust

• The Toye Charitable Trust

• The Walker 597 Trust

• UBAEAV

• University of Nottingham
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