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Trustees Annual Report from September 1st 2020 To August 31st 
2021.
In line with our legal requirements, we submit our annual report along with the published 
accounts.

Address for correspondence;    49 Greyhound Lane,
                                                      Norton, Stourbridge,
                                                      West Midlands DY8 3AD

The Trustees for this accounting period were;   Susan Wallin, Emma Francis, Mark 
Williams and Derek Lidington.

For this accounting period Susan Wallin acted as Chairperson and Derek Lidington, Vice 
Chair/ Treasurer.

Our Objectives and Activities, as described in our Constitution, remain unchanged.

At the AGM held on Wednesday February 9th 2022 the Annual Accounts were approved, 
the Advisory Management Committee voted in, with these members all having individual 
practical experience and skills required by a theatrical company. In addition our Trustees 
were also elected/ re-elected to serve a three year period  from the 1st September 2022 
all as defined in our Constitution.  All our committee members and Trustees are 
volunteers.

1. Objectives and Activities.
As detailed in our Constitution, our objectives are ‘to promote, maintain, improve and 
advance the education of the public, in particular those people with a physical or learning
disability, in the Arts generally and in particular by the production of plays. The 
encouragement of the Arts, including (by way of example only and not limitation) the arts
of Drama, Mime, Creative Writing, Set Design and Construction’.

All our learning disabled actors continue to be fully engaged in helping to devise and 
then perform in productions.  Members of all abilities are valued equally and through this 
process their life chances are improved with enhanced social and work skills, generating 
self confidence and self esteem.
In line with our objectives, over the past year we have continued to give our members, 
who all have learning disabilities, the opportunity to rehearse in readiness to perform in 
live theatre productions to audiences covering a broad cross-section of the general 
public.
Our budgeting for the financial year was based on ‘ a best guess ‘basis due to the 
unprecedented ‘Covid’ conditions we were all facing. How many weeks would we have to 
meet up with our members on Zoom? And how many weeks would we be able to meet at
our recently refurbished premises..The SideSpace at St John’s?
We basically have had to plan our finances around the changing conditions and had to 
invoice our fees out to members at the end of the terms as opposed to before each Term 
started.



Fortunately our financial position, carefully managed, allowed us to meet these  new 
challenges . Fees  for teaching on Zoom were obviously lower than the usual fees for 
when we occupied The SideSpace.

Following our previous expansion and prior to Covid as reported it has again, out of 
necessity, been a period of consolidation to ensure that we could still maintain a high 
level of activity. We are very fortunate in having a very committed group of volunteers 
and Teachers who pass on their enthusiasm, for the work we are carrying out, to our 
learning disabled actors/dancers.
We were still, prior to Covid, at full capacity in our classes but obviously a few of our 
members were unable to connect with us when we were on the Zoom classes. This not 
only caused extra work for the teachers when they were trying to rehearse but also 
meant we were losing income from those members who could not connect with us. 

As reported in our previous  Annual Reports we were  successfull in obtaining our own 
premises and have been able to renovate the premises internally to suit the needs of our 
members and have been able to bring all of our operations under one roof!  Including all 
our props, costumes and sets which are now stored on the mezzanine floor. This has 
proven to be a wise investment as ,when conditions allowed, we have been able to open 
up the SideSpace as and when we were able to for rehearsals and also ensured we could 
comply with all the Covid restrictions in place at the time. 
A particular plus for our members has been the start up of a Digital Media Class where 
they can develop their IT skills via i-pads and also take part in producing podcasts which 
have then been put on our web site for viewing. This, as with our other classes, has been 
a mixture of working on Zoom or at The SideSpace as and when circumstances allowed.

2. Future Activities.

We were in the early rehearsal stages of our new production ‘Alice in Underland’ when we
all went into lockdown so the production was shelved for the foreseeable future and we 
decided to rehearse shorter works which we hoped we would be able to perform at The 
SideSpace as and when conditions allowed. 
We were able to perform in front of a socially distanced audience comprising only of 
parents/carers/support workers of our members in June 2020 much to the enthusiastic 
delight of all involved!

3. Financial Review.

 Our basic financial position, considering the circumstances this past year has again been
stable. The Company has benefitted   from fund raising events held throughout the year 
and also the generosity of private trusts and organisations we have approached.
    
We have prepared our accounts to reflect our fund raising activities.

As mentioned in previous reports all our classes are usually self funded ie. The fees we 
charge our members cover the weekly out goings during the academic year. We do not 
rely on grants etc. to ensure we can carry out our day to day work with the members 
We will be monitoring closely our income and expenditure for the present financial year 
to ensure we can still maintain this financial stability even though we are still 
experiencing and expecting many uncertainties in the market place.

 We look forward with cautious confidence to further expanding our activities, which is 
our objective, as and when circumstances permit.

The Trustees declare that they have approved the Trustee’s Report above.



Signed on behalf of the Charity’s Trustees;

Signed,

Full Name;  Derek Roland Lidington

Position; Vice Chairman/Trustee

Date: 9th February 2020.






























