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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Islam – Assalamu – alaikum wa 
rahmatullahe wo barakatuhu.

We have had a major challenge in the past 12 months with the 
challenges and consequences of COVID, the lockdown and the 
closure of the Masjid.

We have for much of the year had to furlough our staff and 
suspend our normal activities. Our elections for 2020 were 
suspended.

However, our community rose to the challenge, and we rapidly 
developed an active volunteers group. The group quickly started 
to help the wider community with the manufacture of 10,000 
masks which were distributed across the community as well as 
for example, food distributors, food bank drivers and ambulance 
drivers. The volunteers groups were also responsible for the 
distribution of food for the foodbanks; the purchasing and 
delivering of food to those people who could not leave their 
homes; the collecting and delivering of prescription medicines; 
the befriending people who had become isolated; the assistance 
with Muslim funerals especially for those with no family or 
means. This activity has persisted throughout the year and now 
grown with the twice daily collection of food from CO-OP stores 
and its distribution to hostels for the homeless across Medway, 
Sittingbourne & Sheppey and Maidstone. Sister Rizwana Shelley 
deserves an enormous amount of credit for the co-ordination of 
the volunteers service.

Ramadaan was in the first lockdown but we were able to 
continue our engagement with the community via the 
development of our social media, the use of WhatsApp and Zoom 
(we even managed to broadcast a few friendly quiz 
competitions). Our more tech-minded people, especially Brother 
Fayaz, were able to assist with producing some nicely put 



together appeals and Ramadaan messages and talks, and our 
Imams delivered regular sermons and Tafsirs which were 
broadcast via WhatsApp and live Duas at the breaking of the 
fasts on our Mixlr channel.The 27th night programme was 
broadcast via Zoom with a good reception. Al hamdu lillah, we 
managed to raise around £70,000.00 in Ramadaan through 
donations and Qarde Hasana.

The Masjid has been well looked after by Brothers Agha Naeem 
Khan, Sajid Khan, Waseem Mirza and Rizwan Chohan and we 
were able, after a few months to open the Masjid with 
restrictions in July. It was very challenging for all and we were 
not able to accommodate everyone, having to operate a booking 
system and social distancing according to our risk assessments. 
But alhamdu lillah were able at least to reopen the Masjid and 
continue with at least a sense of normality. For those people who 
could not attend, the Bayaans were regularly broadcast on 
Fridays in advance of the Jummah Prayer. We were able to open 
the Masjid for Eid – ul Adha prayers. It was necessary to close 
the Masjid again in November 2020 as a second lockdown  and 
second wave loomed. The lockdown lasted until January 2021 
when the Masjid was reopened again.

Other activities which took place were online, There were ladies 
sewing classes, the Muslim Scout group help online sessions and 
there were sessions for the youth with a12+ youth group. We 
hope to be able to build on activities in the Masjid as we come 
out of the lockdown situation. We also hope that the vaccination 
programme being rolled out will have a positive impact and 
encourage this.

Many people lost friends and loved ones through COVID in the 
last year. Most notable for us was the devastating loss of our 
friend and colleague Br Anwar Khan. He had been a figurehead 
in the Masjid for decades and his work for the community had 
been unsurpassed. He worked tirelessly and had a fierce intellect
and an excellent sense of judgement and humour. In his last few 
months, although in isolation, he continued to work within the 
volunteers group and translated the whole of the Imams Tafsir 
into English for the benefit of the community. His skills and sheer
hard work and guidance will be sorely missed. We make Dua that
Allah has given him the highest place in Jannah and we will miss 
him as friends and colleagues.



We hope and pray that you and your families remain in good 
health and gain the blessings and rewards from Allah in this life 
and the next.

Assalamu – alaikum wa rahmatullahe wo barakatuhu.

Azeem Nader & Issa Rumjaun


















































































