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Report of the trustees for the year ended 31 December 2021 
 
The trustees present their annual report and financial statements of the charity for the year ended 31 
December 2021. The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Accounting and 
Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP) applicable to charities preparing 
their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic 
of Ireland (FRS102) (second edition of the Charities SORP (FRS102) October 2019 effective 1 January 
2019), the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland 
(FRS102) and the Charities Act 2011. 
 
The financial statements have been prepared to give a “true and fair” view and have departed for the 
Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 only to the extent required to provide a “true and 
fair” view. This departure has involved following Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of 
Recommended Practice (SORP) applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the 
Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS102) (second edition of 
the Charities SORP (FRS!)”) October 2019 effective 1 January 2019) rather than the Accounting and 
Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice effective from 1 April 2005 which has 
since been withdrawn. 
 
Objectives and Public Benefit 
 
The PCC’s objectives are laid out in a variety of statutory provisions as applicable to all Parochial 
Church Councils, as clarified from time to time in case law. Most fundamentally, the PCC has the 
responsibility for co-operating with the priest-in-charge or incumbent (as applicable) in promoting 
within the ecclesiastical parish of St Lawrence with St Nicholas the whole mission of the church, 
including pastoral, evangelistic, social, and ecumenical matters.  
 
As a charity, the PCC must demonstrate public benefit, with reference to the Charity Commission 
guidance on public benefit, and, in particular, such supplementary guidance as exists on charities for 
the advancement of religion. Accordingly, a summary of our activities is given below.  
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Activities and performance 
 
We maintain and promote an active Christian presence in the parish of St Lawrence with St Nicholas, 
open to people from across York, and beyond. We seek to enable people to grow in and to live out 
their faith as part of our parish community; and we seek to reflect the joy and neighbourliness of the 
Kingdom of God through our activities together. We seek to advance the Christian religion through 
public access to the Sacraments, worship, prayer, and teaching; through provision of pastoral care for 
people living in the parish; through the maintenance of a house of worship and prayer; and through 
social activities which bring people together. To give a few specific examples: 
 

- We ensure that public services are held every Sunday, both morning and evening; and we 
seek to promote these through advertising and the ringing of bells, and to be a welcoming and 
open church to those who come to pray with us. 

 
- We try to provide pastoral care, and means to seek the aid of God and Church when in need, 
by promoting access to personal pastoral care from clergy and lay readers, by keeping the 
church and churchyard open for prayer and reflection as much as possible, and by ensuring 
activities and services are well advertised and accessible to all. 

 
- We organise, promote, and encourage social activities and fellowship amongst both 
parishioners and visitors, through the choir, bellringing, and other church activities, and, via 
the operation of the Church Community Hall, through activities such as clubs for the elderly, 
coffee mornings, and our Harvest Supper; and we provide a friendly and well-kept venue for 
diverse activities. 
 

In order to facilitate our work, it is very important that we maintain the fabric of the church of St 
Lawrence, and ensure that the Community Hall and the churchyard are well kept. It should be noted 
that the maintenance of our fabric is part of the public benefit that we provide, as a piece of religious 
testimony set in stone and glass, and through the public amenity provided by our grade 2 listed church 
(with its 15th Century font, good collection of 19th-20th century stained glass, and, now, its historic 
Denman pipe organ) and by our churchyard (a large part of which is a scheduled ancient monument 
and which contains a grade 1 listed remnant of the medieval church of St Lawrence) visually, as a 
venue, and as a heritage asset of the community and our nation.  
 
But beyond fabric, we remember our much wider though less obviously tangible mission. We value 
our strong connection with our parish, and the wide range of people for whom St Lawrence forms an 
important part of their lives, even if they are not with us in church every Sunday. In this regard, we 
should perhaps particularly note our strong commitment to our links with local schools, and hope to 
see this link strengthened in future. We value our links with and support for St Lawrence’s school, and 
we very much appreciate the contribution of University students to our church community, and aim 
to express Christian hospitality in our welcome to them.  
 
The PCC is indebted to the many volunteers who give freely of their time and talents for the benefit 
of the church. 
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Property 
 
The PCC is entrusted by statute with responsibility for the maintenance and care of the church and 
churchyard of St Lawrence, the freehold to which is vested in the incumbent of the benefice (during 
the vacancy the sequestrators). The Church Community Hall is held by the York Diocesan Board of 
Finance as custodian trustee for the administrative trustees, which are the Incumbent and the 
churchwardens for the time being. The Hall is held on trust for the ordinary uses of a church 
community hall as part of the mission of St Lawrence PCC. It is managed financially in tandem with the 
PCC’s funds and the PCC accordingly exercises a general oversight over the hall and its administration. 
The administrative trustees manage bookings and other day-to-day Hall matters with the assistance 
of the appointed Hall Manager. 
 
Report on activities and achievements in 2021  
 
The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic meant that the church and church hall, having been closed for 
much of 2020, were closed or only in partial use through much of 2021.  
 
The Church Hall saw important community service as a local vaccination centre.  
 
In the spring, church services were more limited due to lockdowns and government restrictions, 
however the normal pattern of services resumed by the summer.   
 
Whilst some areas of church life could carry on with some continuity, such as the most ambitious 
musical enterprises which could be effectively organised and streamed via YouTube, hard work had 
to be done later in the year to begin to rebuild parts of church life which COVID had rendered very 
difficult for a long time. New ventures were started to bring together older and more isolated people 
in the community, and progress was made despite COVID restrictions in advancing the long-planned 
chorister project.   
 
Further work was carried out to the fabric of the building, albeit on a smaller scale than in some recent 
years.  In particular major work to the north aisle guttering and rain water goods was completed with 
financial assistance from a COVID heritage grant. The church benefited from and built on work carried 
out in the previous year, with the Normandy Veterans’ window featuring on an ITV television 
programme in April and the successful organ project enabling a popular musical festival to be held 
around Trinity Sunday, enabling the church to reach a much wider audience. 
 
We have been fortunate to secure grant funding to complete the internal decorations to the church 
interior which we hope will be completed in 2022.    
 
The church’s new parish priest, the Reverend Adam Romanis, settled well after his arrival late in 2020, 
and on 12th December 2021 he was instituted and inducted to become Vicar of St Lawrence (rather 
than merely priest in charge by licence). His was the first such appointment to St Lawrence this century 
and the change represents a significant milestone for and statement of confidence in St Lawrence.   
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Financial Review 
 
The balance sheet for total restricted and unrestricted funds shows an increase of £6,183 from 
£60,393 at 31 December 2020 to £66,576 at 31 December 2021; of this increase, £2.540 relates to 
general funds. This year again we were fortunate that collections and planned giving held up well 
during the periods the church was closed with gifts made directly through the banking system or 
people giving ‘catch-up’ donations when returning to church services. With the ease of COVID-19 
government restrictions the income from Hall bookings increased by £5,136  
 
Movement on the restricted funds are shown at Note 10.1-10.3 of the accounts. 
 
A freewill offering of £4,450 was made to the York Diocese Common Fund. 
 
Reserves policy 

Unrestricted funds are extremely limited and are likely to remain so for the foreseeable future.  In 
view of that, the PCC has not established a reserves policy, but it aims to do so when the time is right.  
 
Financial prospects and future plans 
 
The members of the PCC regularly review its financial position and are mindful of their obligations to 
review and report on the charity’s financial prospects.  They have reviewed the impact of the 
pandemic, which has at times closed the church and hall and impacted on the worshipping community 
in other ways, and what the future may hold. Its members believe that the PCC has not been in a 
better position for a great many years. The very major and significant projects which were needed to 
address building maintenance issues across two large buildings have been completed, and the recent 
organ project opens us many new avenues for use of the building as well as mission.  The last few 
years have seen a significant number of vocations to the priesthood which in turn has led to the 
diocese to invest in a stipendiary minister at St Lawrence. It will be necessary to carry out a 
stewardship campaign once pandemic restrictions are removed, but the work described has put the 
PCC in a much better position than previously to carry out its aims and to sustain itself financially, so 
that its members do not believe that there need be doubt as to the PCC’s ability to continue as a going 
concern. A very significant change in the public health position and a complete change in the direction 
of public policy in this area could lead to a more negative picture developing, but the members of the 
PCC believe that even in such circumstances the charity has realistic ways of adapting and continuing 
into the foreseeable future. The accounts have accordingly been prepared on a going concern basis 
and PCC members believe that the charity remains and shall remain a going concern.  
 
Structure, governance and management 
 
All Parochial Church Councils (PCCs) are corporate bodies established by statute law as charitable 
bodies as part of the Church of England by law established. The PCC, like all other PCCs, operates under 
the Parochial Church Council Powers measures and associated parliamentary and synodical legislation. 
St Lawrence PCC has in previous years been excepted by order from registering with the Charity 
Commission, but the PCC applied for registration in 2019 and on 10th April 2019 the Charity 
Commission notified the PCC that it had been added to the Register of Charities as ‘The Parochial 
Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of St Lawrence with St Nicholas, York’ with Charity Number 
1182907.  
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Structure, governance and management (continued) 
 
The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules, 
introduced by the Synodical Government Measure 1969 and since amended. The trustees of the 
charity are the members of the PCC. In summary, the members of the PCC are: the Incumbent (or 
priest-in-charge where applicable), the two churchwardens, and the Deanery Synod representatives 
are all ex officio members; together with a number of members elected at the Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting (APCM) by those on the Electoral Roll maintained under the Church Representation Rules, 
the number varying in law depending upon the number on the Electoral Roll; plus co-opted members 
so far as permitted by law and appointed from time to time. All regular attendees of St Lawrence’s 
services are encouraged to apply to be included on the Electoral Roll. All parishioners – that is, those 
residing within the geographical bounds of the ecclesiastical parish plus those on the electoral roll – 
are entitled to vote for the two churchwardens at the annual Vestry Meeting which conventionally 
immediately precedes the APCM. The PCC has by resolution adopted the Safeguarding Policy of the 
Diocese of York and in 2021 had a named Parish Safeguarding Representative. The PCC in 2021 
complied with section 5 Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline Measure 2016 (duty to have regard to the 
House of Bishops’ guidance relating to the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults). 
 
Despite Covid restrictions, it was possible to hold the Vestry Meeting and the Annual Meeting of the 
parishioners on 27th May 2021. 
 
During 2021 the following served as members of the Parochial Church Council: 
 
Ex Officio members 

  Fr A JA Romanis (priest in charge until 11th December, thenceforth Vicar)  
K Atkinson  
Mrs M Jordan 

  Miss H Moore (Deanery Synod)   
Dr E Wort (Deanery Synod) (resigned 13/12/21) 
 

Elected Members     
R Jordan (deceased 4/2/21) 
I Milne  
H Dyer  
J R Ward  
Mrs S McPherson  
Miss E Kiddy (until 27/5/21) 
Mrs A Dickson (from 27/5/21) 
Mrs E Semlyen (resigned 3/11/21) 
Mrs C Lawrence (resigned 31/12/21) 

  S Lawrence (resigned 31/12/21) 
 

Co-opted members of the council  
Mrs A Dickson (1/1/21 – 26/5/21) 
 
 

5







8





10



11



12



13



14



15



16


