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Hon Secretary’s Report on the year ended 31 March 2022

Reading through the Minutes of the last AGM on 1st May 2019, it’s difficult to comprehend
what lay ahead, not just for us but the whole world. But here we are, back again and
discussing the ups and downs of Village Hall life.

As a Committee we were extremely sad that in November 2021 our Chairman, Margaret
Everitt, resigned after almost 60 years on the Committee, due to ill health. We are very
grateful that the Vice Chairman, Julie Blair, took over the Chairman’s role after a little bit
of persuasion.  Then in February this year Joan Neighbour resigned, after 43 years on the
Committee, saying that at 95 years old she would leave it to the younger ones, and she
was happy that she was leaving it in safe hands.  

As with everyone, the loss of revenue over the lockdown months was cause for concern,
bills  still  had  to  be  paid  and  the  building  maintained.  Unfortunately  even  once  the
pandemic restrictions eased, after almost two years of lockdowns and disruption some of
our weekly hirers struggled to regain the numbers required to keep their sessions going.
The Charteris Lunch Club left in December 2021, and this year the bowls club are down
to one day a week.  But the weekend parties and events have never been so busy.  We
already have bookings up to and including December!

Our other contribution to the community, the ‘Our Village’ newsletter is now in its 15 th

year, and still well received by many.  Thankfully the advertising revenue helps towards
the printing costs, with the Village Hall Committee making up the shortfall. 

It’s no secret that our biggest issue has been the RBWM wishing to relinquish the Youth
Club area of the ground floor, but thankfully retaining the library.  Although the closure
was featured on social media and in the local newspapers from September 2020, we
were unable to get an official response from RBWM until 5th March 2021, when we were
advised they would be relinquishing the lease at the end of that month.  We employed
the services of a solicitor to negotiate a new lease for the library area only. 

We had hoped that we would be able to report at this AGM that the situation is resolved,
but no constructive agreement has been reached.  Our preference would be for a youth
community orientated use, in line with our constitution, provided this was run by suitably
accredited  organisations.  It’s  difficult  to  imagine the  amount  of  time we have  spent
sending emails, ‘phone calls and visits to solicitors etc. etc during the past 18 months.
Nobody outside of our Committee would have any idea of the stress and frustration the
situation has caused, with to-date the situation still not resolved.

Looking  forward,  we  are  in  the  process  of  upgrading  our  website  to  include  on-line
booking and a more professional presentation.  In additional we are closed for the whole
of August to undertake some much-needed interior decorating, especially upgrading the
kitchen cupboards. Some quotes are in, others being sought,  and the Committee will
prioritise the work as funds allow.

The Village Hall Management Committee pledge to continue to maintain the Village Hall
to a high standard and to support the interest of the hirers and the village.
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(The adoption of this report was proposed and seconded).
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Eton Wick & Boveney Village Hall
A list of trustees who acted in the year is attached, as required by Charity Commission 
Regulations.

………………………………… J. Blair  ~ Chairman  4th May 2022
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