
 

 
 
Trustees’ Annual Report for the period 
 
Period start date from 01st September 2020  to Period end date 31st August 
2021 
 
Charity name: Glossop & Tameside Methodist Circuit 
 
Charity registration number: 1150558 

 
Objectives and Activities 
 

 SORP reference  
Summary of the purposes of the 
charity as set out in its 
governing document 

Para 1.17 The purposes of the Methodist Church are, and 
shall be deemed to have been, since the date of 
the Union 

a)  the advancement of the Christian faith in 
accordance with the doctrinal standards 
and the discipline of the Methodist 
Church 

b) Any charitable purpose for the time being 
of any Connexional District, Circuit, local 
or other organisation of the Methodist 
Church 

c) Any charitable purpose for the time being 
of any society or institution subsidiary or 
ancillary to the Methodist Church 

Any purpose for the time being of any charity 
being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to the 
Methodist Church 

Summary of the main activities 
in relation to those purposes for 
the public benefit, in particular, 
the activities, projects or 
services identified in the 
accounts. 

Para 1.17 and 
1.19 

The Trustees have regard to the Charity 
Commission’s guidance on public benefit, 
including the specific guidance on charities for 
the advancement of religion 
The trustees are committed to reaching out to as 
many people as possible in the Circuit’s 
geographical area through regular worship at the 
sixteen member churches, which provide 
pastoral care and community activities as part of 
their outreach and also through regular children’s 
and family activities. 
To take a lead on the above activities funding is 
provided to allow for the following :- 
Four full time ministers, two of whom fulfil the role 
of Joint Circuit Superintendents 
one full time deacon  
All of their legitimate expenses are covered. 
Within the circuit there are also eleven non-
stipendiary supernumerary ministers, plus a part 
time URC minister.  
The work of the ministers is supported by four 
voluntary lay pastors in the following areas:-  
Children & Young People, Youth Emmaus and 
Learning & Caring. 
There is a team of local preachers from across 
the churches in the circuit, who contribute to 
weekly worship services 



The circuit also employs a full time 
Communications & Compliance Manager 
A preaching plan is produced to ensure that 
regular acts of worship, open to all, can take 
place at each of the sixteen churches – 
Dukinfield, Hurst, Mossley, Stalybridge, Trinity 
Audenshaw, Waterloo, West End, Glossop 
Central, Hadfield, Hollingworth, Chisworth, Hyde 
Central, Denton, Trinity Rosemount, Aspinal and 
Gee Cross. Trinity Audenshaw is a local 
ecumenical partnership with the United Reform 
Church 
Support is also offered to the community through 
Chaplaincy  as follows: - 
Rosehill Methodist Primary Academy 
 

Statement confirming whether 
the trustees have had regard to 
the guidance issued by the 
Charity Commission on public 
benefit 

Para 1.18 It is confirmed that the trustees have regard to 
the Charity Commission’s guidance on public 
benefit, including the specific guidance on 
charities for the advancement of religion 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 

 SORP 
reference 

 

 
 
Policy on grant making 
 
 

 
 
Para 1.38 

 

 
 
Policy on social investment 
including program related 
investment 
 

 
 
Para 1.38 

 

 
 
Contribution made by 
volunteers 
 
 

 
 
Para 1.38 

 

 
Other 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Achievements and Performance 
 

 SORP reference  



Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity, 
identifying the difference the 
charity’s work has made to 
the circumstances of its 
beneficiaries and any wider 
benefits to society as a 
whole. 

 
Para 1.20 

▪ The circuit was formed in September 
2020 as a result of the merger of the 
former Ashton-under-Lyne, Glossop and 
Hyde & Denton Circuits to form the 
Glossop &  Tameside Circuit. It was felt 
that the three circuits working together to 
support each other would be mutually 
beneficial and enable them to be better 
equipped for the future.  

▪ An updated Circuit Safeguarding Policy 
was approved to ensure the correct 
proceedings were in place and adhered 
to. 

▪ COVID-19 impacted on many activities 
that had been planned. Throughout the 
pandemic the circuit, through its 
churches, continually sought to make the 
most of the opportunities that arose. 
Support was given both the churches 
own congregations as well as the wider 
community. There was a strong 
recognition and an awareness for the 
need  not just for providing spiritual 
support, but also support for people’s 
mental welfare. 

▪ Although its churches were closed during 
lockdowns, the circuit responded 
positively to the ‘new norm’, with zoom 
meetings becoming one of the main 
ways in which contact could be 
maintained, as well as contact by email. 
Online services and Bible study groups 
were held as well as other meetings. 

▪ Work with children and families 
continued: participation in assemblies 
took place online as well as outside 
activities when permitted, Youth work 
and Sunday children's groups continued 
on zoom.  

▪ During Lent craft bags were distributed to 
150 children  

▪ Churches took up other initiatives - for 
example delivering afternoon teas to 
people when activities like this couldn’t 
happen on church premises.  

▪ Pastoral contact was maintained through 
newsletters as well as additional phone 
calls to members of the church 
communities. Weekly services, Worship 
notes and reflections were produced and 
were hand delivered or sent through the 
post to those who couldn’t access 
emails. All these initiatives were well 
received.  

▪ Overall the circuit adapted well  to new 
ways of working and communicating with 
the communities it serves. 

▪ Coping with, and being a worshipping 
community, throughout the challenges of 
the pandemic made the churches and 
the circuit overall both examine, question 
and review their ways of working. The 
circuit will continue to review and 
evaluate the ways in which it relates to 
all those it serves over the coming 
months and year. 



 
 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 

 
 
Achievements against 
objectives set 
 
 

 
 
 
Para 1.41 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Performance of fundraising 
activities against objectives 
set 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.41 

 

 
 
Investment performance 
against objectives 
 
 

 
 
 
Para 1.41 

 

 
Other 
 

  

Financial Review 
 

Review of the charity’s 
financial position at the end 
of the period 

Para 1.21 Full, independently examined, accounts for the 
charity for the period of this report are attached. 

Statement explaining the 
policy for holding reserves 
stating why they are held 

Para 1.22 The Reserves Policy for the Circuit is based on 
holding a sum equivalent to three months 
average expenditure, which is regarded as 
sufficient to meet any unforeseen item of major 
expenditure on manses and/or to be able to 
continue in the short term to fund planned 
activities in the event of the closure of a large 
church or an inability to raise the Circuit 
assessment from churches. 

Amount of reserves held Para 1.22  

Reasons for holding zero 
reserves 

Para 1.22 N/A 

Details of fund materially in 
deficit 

Para 1.24 N/A 

Explanation of any 
uncertainties about the 
charity continuing as a going 
concern 

Para 1.23 The full impact on the work of the Circuit in the 
light of the COVID-19 pandemic is still to be fully 
measured, especially with regard to the role and 
work of the individual churches 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 

 
The charity’s principal 
sources of funds (including 
any fundraising)  
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.47 

 

 
Investment policy and 
objectives including any 

 
 
 
 

 



social investment policy 
adopted 
 

Para 1.46 

 
A description of the principal 
risks facing the charity  
 
 

 
 
 
Para 1.46 

 

 
Other 
 
 

  

Structure, Governance and Management 
 

Description of charity’s 
trusts: 

  

Type of governing document  
(trust deed, royal charter) 

Para 1.25 
 

Deed of Union(1932) and Methodist Church Act 
(1976) 

How is the charity 
constituted?  
(e.g. unincorporated 
association, CIO) 

Para 1.25 Act of Parliament 

Trustee selection methods 
including details of any 
constitutional provisions e.g. 
election to post or name of 
any person or body entitled 
to appoint one or more 
trustees 

Para 1.25 All ministers are ex-officio trustees 
Some trustees are appointed by Church 
Councils in accordance with the circuit 
constitution 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 

 
 
Policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction 
and training of trustees 
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.51 

 

 
 
The charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the 
charity works 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.51 

 
 
A circuit within the Manchester & Stockport 
Methodist District, accountable to the 
Methodist Connexion 

 
 
Relationship with any 
related parties 
 
 

 
 
 
Para 1.51 

 

 
Other 
 
 

  

 

Reference and Administrative details 
 



Charity name Glossop & Tameside Methodist Circuit  

Other name the charity 
uses 

  

Registered charity 
number 

1150558  

Charity’s principal 
address 

Circuit Office, Haughton Green Methodist 
Centre, Two Trees Lane, Haughton Green 
Manchester M34 7AJ 

 

 
  



 

 Trustee name Office (if any) 
Dates acted if 
not for whole 
year 

Name of person (or body) 
entitled to appoint 
trustee (if any) 

 
Rev Hazel Ann Cook Joint Circuit 

Superintendent 
 Ex-officio 

 
Rev David Hardman Joint Circuit 

Superintendent 
 Ex-officio 

 Rev Robert Balfour Minister  Ex-officio 

 Rev Michael Grimsley Minister  Ex-officio 

 Deacon Michelle Hamilton Minister  Ex-officio 

 Rev Graham Tarn Minister  Ex-officio 

 Rev Robert John Davies Supernumerary Minister  Circuit meeting 

 
Mrs Sue Nuttall Circuit Safeguarding 

Officer 
   Circuit meeting 

 Mrs Lynn Quinn    

 Mrs Jean Blair Circuit Steward (HR)  Circuit meeting 

 
Mr Bruce Levitan Circuit Steward 17th February 

2021 
Circuit meeting 

 Mrs Helen Elizabeth Murphy Circuit Steward  Circuit meeting 

 
Mrs Rowena Mellor Joint Circuit Treasurer / 

Property Steward 
 Circuit meeting 

 
Mrs Joan Ryan Joint Circuit Treasurer / 

Property Steward 
 Circuit meeting 

 Miss Emmaline Saffron Krause    Church Council 

 Mrs Kathleen Sidebottom    Church Council 

 Mrs Gill Hall    Church Council 

 Mr Andrew Mason     Church Council 

 Mr Alan Mellor     Church Council 

 Mrs Margaret Thorp    Church Council 

 Mrs Heather Mamie Bowery    Church Council 

 Mrs Susan Goodwin    Church Council 

 Mr Martin Jolly    Church Council 

 Mr William Sidebottom    Church Council 

 Mrs Caroline Jane Phillips    Church Council 

 Mr Kenneth Roy Holt    Church Council 

 Mr Robert Bernard Warin    Circuit meeting 

 Mr Allen Flowers    Church Council 

 Mr Alan John Burgess    Church Council 

 Mrs Larraine Jean Horrocks    Church Council 

 Mrs Dorothy Wanjohi    Church Council  

 Mr David John Charlton    Church Council 

 Mr Phillip Anthony Pache    Church Council 

 Mr Alan Rea    Church Council 

 Mr Stuart Rolls    Church Council 

 Mrs Margaret Phillips    Church Council 



 Mrs Susan Massey    Church Council 

 Miss Judy Evans    Church Council 

 
 
Corporate trustees – names of the directors at the date the report was approved 
Director name   

N/A   

   

   

   

   

   

 
Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity 
 

Trustee name Dates acted if not for whole year  

Trustees for Methodist Church 
Purposes 
Central Buildings Oldham 
Street Manchester M1 1JQ 

  

 
 

Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others 
Description of the assets 
held in this capacity 
 

 

Name and objects of the 
charity on whose behalf the 
assets are held and how this 
falls within the custodian 
charity’s objects 
 

 

Details of arrangements for 
safe custody and 
segregation of such assets 
from the charity’s own assets 
 
 

 

 
Additional information (optional) 

          Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information) 

Type of 
adviser 

Name Address 

N/A   

   

   

   

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information) 

 

 
 
 
 



Exemptions from disclosure 
 
Reason for non-disclosure of key personnel details 

 
N/A 

 

Other optional information 
 
 

 
Declarations 
 

               The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  
 
              Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 

Signature(s)  

 

 

Full name(s) Hazel Cook Rowena Mellor 

    Position (eg Secretary, 
Chair, etc) 

Circuit Superintendent 

Chair of meeting 

Circuit Treasurer 

 

Date  
7th June 2022 

 

 

 


















































