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Our Stated Aim 

The relief or prevention of poverty and the preservation and protection of health amongst those 

granted refugee status or who have been granted asylum by the Home Office and who reside or wish 

to reside in Enfield. 

To advance the education and training of those granted refugee status or who have been granted 

asylum by the Home Office and their dependents who reside or wish to reside in Enfield and are in 

need thereof so as to assist them to integrate within a new community. 

History 

Enfield Refugee Welcome Group (ERWG) was started in 2016 by a group of likeminded individuals who 

felt that action was required by the community in response to the tragedies occurring predominantly 

in Syria at the time. It was a group made up of people from all and no faiths and remans a true 

community response. 

It was decided to act as a community sponsorship group under the new Home Office Community 

Sponsorship Scheme. To facilitate this the group initially operated under the auspices of Caritas an 

existing recognised social action charity. With their help and support the group were able to be 

recognised by the Home Office and successfully applied under the scheme to be accredited. 

We have since built on our experience and have now welcomed a third family. 

First Family 

Our first family: mum, two sons and a daughter who arrived in July 2017 are now established in Stoke 

on Trent where they have extended family.  

Although we are no longer responsible for the family under the Home Office Scheme we remain in 

contact. This year has seen the eldest son suffer with his PTSD and he is not receiving the structured 

learning environment that he was used to in Enfield. Should suitable housing become available they 

would like to relocate back to Enfield. Mum is now a registered carer for son 1 so the family would not 

be subject to a benefit cap. 

 



 
Second Family 

Our second family arrived on the 5th March 2020 just ahead of “lockdown”. The family consists of 

Grandma, Dad & Mum, and Four Children.  

We have completed our final two-year assessment with the Home Office and now no longer have any 

responsibility towards the family. We will naturally, however, continue to support them in any way 

we can. 

During the year we have provided them with a large new fridge, electrical and plumbing services and 

have provided them with three new laptops. 

We have met with them to explain the need to gain employment and I am pleased to say dad is now 

in part time paid employment. This has helped in maintaining their level of benefits. 

 

Third Family 

Our third family came under the Afghanistan Crisis resettlement scheme. They arrived in January 2022, 

and we were fortunate to source a large three-bedroom semi-detached house with a good size garden 

at LHA rates. We provided new beds, new bedding, kitchen equipment etc. The landlord specifically 

wanted the house to go to a refugee family.  The family is made up of Dad, Mum and five children 

ranging from thirteen years old down to under one year. Somewhat surprisingly the family partly 

arrived in their own car. Dad explained that they would have preferred Ealing as that is where he used 

to be an Uber driver! He also explained that they were British Passport Holders.  

After discussion with the Home Office, it appears that the family initially declared themselves as 

Afghanistan nationals so entered that resettlement process as opposed to returning British Citizens. 

The Home Office have apologised for not ensuring we received a refugee family and have released us 

from any responsibility for them. 

The landlord, however, wishes them to leave the property. They have a valid tenancy agreement so 

we cannot simply ask them to move.  

 

Finance 

All bank statements are attached as is a simplified spreadsheet detailing income and expenditure. The 

headline figures since the opening of the bank account are: 

Opening Balance £16,182.08 

Income £7,376.32 

Expenditure £14,884.88 

Cash at Bank £8,673.52 

 



 
Alan Jones, a retired chartered accountant, has independently looked at both the bank statements, 

receipts, and the spreadsheet. He confirms the figures.  

 

We have been very fortunate this year to benefit from regular additions to our funding; a monthly 

donation of £100 and one-off donations of £1,266.33. We also received a gift aid repayment of 

£4,078.84 mainly due to the significant single donation we received last year. I have again applied for 

Gift Aid this year, but the amount will be circa £300 due to the nature of donations.  

 

General 

I am stepping down as the project leader for ERWG and am now actively looking for a replacement. 

Naturally, I will provide an extended hand over period but having been heavily involved since its 

inception I find  I no longer have the time needed to fulfil the role properly. 

 

Conclusion 

It has been a challenging and to some degree a disappointing year. We should not lose sight of the 

fact that family three were in a war zone and had no home to come back to, so our help has been 

properly given. 

 

Alan Seldon 

26th July 2022 






