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Charity Objectives 
 
Bliss Cavalier Rescue was established in July 2018. We are a breed-specific dog rescue for 
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, and we additionally offer support and education to owners of 
the breed. Our core activities are directed toward improving the lives of Cavalier King 
Charles Spaniels by putting the health and welfare of the dogs in front of everything else.  

Bliss Cavalier Rescue became a registered charity (no 1193078) on the 12th of January 2021. 

Our services cover England and Wales and our online education work extends to Cavalier 
owners all around the world. We promote responsible ownership and adoption and ensure 
our adopters are supported throughout the dog’s life.  
 
We are in an unenvied position of caring for one of the unhealthiest dog breeds currently in 
existence due to the vast number of Cavaliers bred without any regard for their health, 
temperament, or welfare. The majority are bred on puppy farms or by breeders that don’t 
health test or register their litters. 
 
The Cavalier King Charles Spaniel commonly suffers from an extremely high occurrence of 
hereditary conditions including excruciatingly painful neurological conditions such as chiari 
malformation and syringomyelia. The Cavalier also has a very high prevalence of mitral valve 
disease, pancreatitis, hip dysplasia, luxating patella, dry eye, eye ulcers, ear infections, and 
brachycephalic airway obstruction syndrome (BOAS), and deafness. Cavaliers are also more 
likely to suffer from pyometra a life-threatening uterus infection, renal dysfunction, 
masticatory muscle myositis (MMM), flycatcher’s syndrome, and Cushing's disease than 
other breeds. The Cavalier breed is susceptible to more than 25 inherited disorders. 
 
The Bliss Standard of Care 
 
The Bliss Cavalier Rescue team are extremely experienced in the breed and continues to 
learn with monthly training, working closely with specialists in different fields, working with 
behaviourists and experiencing the many breed-specific conditions over and over. 
 
We wholeheartedly believe that adopters of the dogs must be given the best chance of 
success by ensuring all health conditions are well managed and/or diagnosed prior to 
adoption, rather than any nasty surprises putting the adopter into extreme difficulty both 
emotionally and financially. By operating in this way dogs are not returned to rescue and 
adopters are not put into financial difficulty or distressing situations. 
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Every dog that arrives at Bliss Cavalier Rescue receives a high standard of veterinary care 
from breed-experienced vets. The health problems suffered by the breed are difficult and 
expensive to manage due to a high level of poor breeding practices and lack of health 
testing. Cavaliers are very expensive to purchase as puppies which makes them an attractive 
prospect for breeders, especially those that are not breeding with health or behaviour in 
mind. 
 
We feel very passionately about the breed and are increasingly concerned by the multiple, 
very serious hereditary health problems the breed suffers from. We are a non-selective 
rescue and frequently take Cavaliers into rescue that other rescue organisations will not 
take due to poor health or behavioural problems.  
 
We have a strict no-kill policy. We are extremely proud to report that no dogs have been 
put to sleep due to health or behaviour upon arrival in rescue. 
 
Foster homes 
 
Our charity has a network of foster homes, Cavaliers would not do well at all in kennels. 
Fosterers check in daily with us and are given training and support throughout their foster 
journey.  
 
Every dog is assessed for the best possible home following any veterinary treatment 
needed, training and rehabilitation. This can take time to achieve but we ensure each dog is 
as healthy as possible at the point of adoption to ensure adopters are set up for success.  
 
We have discounts with the veterinary practices that we use and overall, their charges are 
very reasonable. Sadly, the reason our veterinary costs are high is due to the plethora of 
health conditions that Cavaliers have and the amount of ongoing care that they need. 
Thankfully we do get fantastic outcomes for the dogs and work very hard to fundraise for 
their care. 
 
The Cavaliers are groomed in-house by volunteer groomers, so we have minimal grooming 
bills for the charity to pay. This saves many thousands of pounds throughout the year, and 
we are very grateful for this. 
 
Bliss Cavalier Rescue has an amazing, dedicated team of supporters and fundraisers. We are 
incredibly lucky. Owners know how difficult it is for our charity, with many being Cavalier 
owners and their own dogs suffering from the same expensive health problems that the 
rescue dogs have. 
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Staff and volunteers 
 
We have one part-time employee that carries out administration and communicates with 
the public. We have a total of 34 volunteers helping with fostering, administration, events, 
home checks and adoption assessments and transporting dogs. We are extremely grateful 
to everyone that volunteers to help us, we could not achieve all that we do without their 
hard work and support. 
 
We have a volunteer transport team that often steps up to transport Cavaliers into rescue, 
often with little notice. We are very thankful to the transport team for helping. 
 
The charity is hoping to employ another member of staff very soon to help with the day-to-
day care of the dogs in foster. 
 
Achievements 
 
For the period 1st November 2020- 31st October 2021 there were 92 Cavaliers that came to 
the rescue. Many of the dogs were from owners that couldn’t afford to keep their dogs due 
to their health problems, some were from breeders that were retiring their breeding dogs. 
The number of dogs surrendered was down compared to the pre-pandemic period. Many of 
these dogs were very challenging and were either extremely poorly, palliative or suffered 
from severe behavioural issues. 
 
During this period, we rehomed 96 Cavaliers, some had been in rescue for an extended 
amount of time due to the pandemic. The 2020-2021 period was an incredibly difficult time 
for rehoming. The lockdowns meant we could not carry out any rehoming for long periods 
of time and this, in turn, increased our overall costs.  
 
We also had many long-term dogs to care for due to their health or behavioural problems in 
this period. More information on our Forever Foster scheme is below. 
 
We cared for a total of 122 Cavaliers in this period.  
 
The average length of stay for dogs that were adoptable was 52.09 days in foster. This is 
considerably longer than in previous years due to the rise in dogs presenting with more 
medical and behavioural issues, combined with fewer members of the public wanting to 
adopt such difficult dogs. 
 
 
 
 
Page 3 
 



Bliss Cavalier Rescue Annual Report of the Trustees Year End 31st October 2021 
 
 
Many members of the public were contacting us throughout the pandemic wanting to 
rehome a dog. There was exceptional demand but fewer dogs coming into the rescue. We 
were also concerned that several applicants would be returning to work soon, so the pre-
adoption checks were tightened up and we requested proof from all applicants stating they 
were to continue to work from home long term. 
 
Bliss believes in responsible ownership and that knowledge is power. We actively encourage 
all adopters to remain in contact with us so that we can support them with any teething 
problems. We also encourage adopters to purchase a lifetime pet insurance policy and 
ensure they have the means to care for the dogs they wish to adopt, especially those that 
have pre-existing conditions that will not be covered by pet insurance. 
 
We also encourage each applicant to do extensive research into the health of the breed and 
the financial implications prior to adoption. 
 
Our interview and home check process are extremely thorough, ensuring the right home for 
each dog. We carry out our own pre-adoption checks ensuring nothing is overlooked and 
applicants are encouraged to ask questions. For this reason, the percentage of Cavaliers that 
were returned to rescue in this period was less than 2%.  
 
Forever Foster Scheme 
 
Due to a large number of very elderly, poorly, palliative, or aggressive Cavaliers that come 
into rescue the charity set up a ‘Forever Foster’ scheme to ensure the long-term safety of 
these dogs that cannot be rehomed. The public is not willing/able to adopt some of the 
Cavaliers that we have in rescue due to the financial expense of significant health issues, the 
number of veterinary visits required, the emotional strain of losing a palliative care dog, or 
safety around behaviour issues. For this reason, some of the rescue Cavaliers need to 
remain in our foster homes. 
 
The Forever Foster scheme is greatly supported by the public, many donate monthly by 
standing order to pay for the long-term dog’s vet bills and food. We are incredibly grateful 
to our fosterers for caring for these extremely challenging dogs and of course the public for 
donating to their care. 
 
The long-term Cavaliers have a wonderful quality of life with very experienced volunteer 
carers.  
 
During the 2020-2021 period, we cared for 26 long-term foster Cavaliers with complex 
issues. 
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Cavalier Fat Club 
 
In 2019 a study by PFMA in the UK showed that 51% of dogs are overweight or obese. Very 
sadly we noticed that a high number of the rescue dogs were overweight upon arrival into 
rescue and it was significantly impacting their health. There are many overweight Cavaliers 
which can mean dire consequences if not managed. Weight adds strain to their hearts and 
joints and very sadly in some cases causes premature death. 
 
We set up Cavalier Fat Club for members of the public to join with their dogs with a monthly 
weigh-in and ‘Loser of the Month’ trophy and prize to provide encouragement. The group is 
assisted by nutritionists at Burns Pet Nutrition and our volunteers. We have more than 
1,000 members of the group and a great community spirit. 
 
 
Fundraising and sponsorship 
 
Most of our fundraising is completed online via social media platforms. We are fortunate to 
have a large following and we run fundraisers for individual dogs that may need significant 
veterinary care.  
 
We also have a very successful online auction group which generates a large amount of 
income for the rescue. Usually, we carry out numerous fundraising events throughout the 
year. Sadly, due to the pandemic, we were only able to carry out one event in 2021. We had 
a very well-attended meeting at Yorkshire Sculpture Park which included a dog show, stalls, 
a raffle, tombola, and health information. A great day was had by all. 
 
Monthly sponsorship for the Forever Foster dogs by the public continues to increase which 
is helping so much.  
 
We received a grant towards the cost of a vehicle from Battersea this year and have 
purchased a van. 
 
We have also received generous donations from the Cavalier King Charles Rescue and 
Welfare charity throughout the year, for which we are extremely grateful. These funds are 
used for our general practice veterinary bills.  
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HQ Building Work and Paddocks 
 
The rescue has undoubtedly grown since it was opened in 2018. Although we do have our 
network of foster homes, we needed our own building to grow into.  
 
We needed an all-encompassing space for numerous activities such as assessing dogs, 
isolation areas, grooming, feeding, storage of items such as food, bedding and auction and 
shop items, training, adoptions, administration and of course space for the dogs in foster 
and long-term dogs. 
 
We were fortunate to have a 1600+ square foot space to rent and convert into Bliss HQ. The 
building is almost complete now and is looking fantastic, we have a space that is multi-
purpose and perfect for the rescue.  Everything at HQ is very Cavalier-centric and homely for 
the dogs with much-needed air conditioning, perfect for the many dogs with heart and 
breathing problems. The floors are all non-slip to help dogs with arthritis, syringomyelia and 
orthopaedic issues. 
 
There is a utility area with a shower, washing machine, tumble dryer, grooming table and 
dog bath. We tend to do the majority of grooming ourselves, so this area is brilliant. 
 
There are also 2 secure paddocks so that the dogs can run free off lead, one a larger 
paddock and a smaller paddock mainly for the palliative dogs so that they can plod around 
at their own pace. Of course, also brilliant for anxious or aggressive dogs. Over time we 
hope to enhance the paddock area by creating a dog sensory garden for enrichment.  
 
We are planning foster training and activity days in the near future and are really looking 
forward to using this space we so desperately need. 
 
Animal Friends Insurance very kindly donated the funds for us to purchase CCTV for our 
buildings. This makes us all feel much more secure considering the recent spate of dog 
thefts in the UK. 
 
Public Education 
 
We receive hundreds of emails and telephone calls each year from owners that are having 
problems with their Cavaliers for various reasons. We offer advice, literature and support to 
these owners and usually help them overcome their issues so that they can keep their pets 
rather than relinquishing them to rescue. 
 
Bliss Cavalier Rescue is very successful in helping educate the public via social media 
platforms including Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. We frequently feature our dogs’ 
stories from beginning to end and the public very much enjoys the journey with us. 
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Part of our responsible ownership work is creating content to support ‘would be’ Cavalier 
owners on the ups and downs of owning one. Sadly, also many owners did not research the 
breed prior to purchasing and are now struggling with financial difficulty and behavioural 
problems. Our overall aim is to prevent Cavaliers from needing to come to the rescue via 
public education. Our campaigns to raise awareness are very effective but it remains a work 
in progress. 
 
We took part in an episode of BBC Look North to highlight the issues surrounding puppies 
purchased during the pandemic. We had recently taken numerous sickly puppies from the 
public, so this was a great opportunity to spread the message about unscrupulous breeders. 
 
The rescue attended Blenheim Palace ‘All About Dogs’ event and used the opportunity to 
raise public awareness of the breed's hereditary health problems.  
 
Research 
 
We actively take part in veterinary studies where possible and are currently taking part in a 
brachycephalic study with Cambridge BOAS Research Group. We have also taken part in a 
trial for a medication to help manage Syringomyelia symptoms with animal neurologist 
Professor Clare Rusbridge. 
 
Partnerships 
 
We are very fortunate to receive another year of sponsorship from Burns Pet Nutrition. 
Every month we receive dog food to help feed the rescue dogs from Burns, we are 
extremely grateful for this. 
 
As of October 2020, Bliss Cavalier Rescue is a Battersea Animal Partnership Breed Specific 
Rescue. The partnership will help Cavaliers that need a breed-specific rescue space due to 
not coping in kennels or having challenging health or behavioural problems. We have 
successfully rehomed a Cavalier with behavioural issues from Battersea this year. 
 
Volunteer and employee training 
 
Our fosterers take part in frequent training sessions relating to first aid and assessing for 
health and behaviour problems. These sessions have been carried out using Zoom during 
the pandemic. 
 
We have used a qualified first aid trainer for training sessions and our volunteers hold 
certificates. We carry out monthly CPD sessions in behaviour, health, and pain management 
to ensure we are always up to date with training our team. 
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Increasing our impact  
 
Undoubtedly social media gives us our biggest audience possible; we intend to use our voice 
to further promote responsible ownership. We feel that if we can help to educate the public 
not to continue to buy puppies from unscrupulous breeders then longer-term there will be 
fewer dogs needing to be in rescue. 
 
We also will carry on raising awareness of the breed health problems to relieve the suffering 
of the dogs that are not fortunate enough to have their conditions managed.  
 
We plan to carry out more events in the coming year for our volunteers and supporters to 
attend with their dogs. We hope that there will be no further lockdowns or movement 
restrictions so that we can increase our volunteer numbers back up to the pre-pandemic 
level. 
 
The year ahead 
 
During the 2020- 2021 financial year we have set the charity up for a stable future now that 
we have our building to use. Those costs have been covered so now we can focus all funds 
on vet bills, dog sundries and medication, and employing another member of staff to help 
with the day-to-day care and the transport of the dogs. 
 
There are some concerns in the wider community that veterinary costs could increase in the 
near future due to large corporations purchasing clinics. We are fortunate to have a very 
reasonably priced first opinion veterinary practice that we use for most of the dogs with a 
discount. However, the overall cost increases could become an issue in the future. 
 
We feel it is possible that some of our volunteers will need to return to work imminently 
and we are currently preparing for how we will recruit more volunteers. One area that can 
be very difficult for the rescue is transport, we intend to begin recruiting more transport 
volunteers as a priority. Often dogs are surrendered from homes that are many hours away 
from our foster homes, so we are working on improving our transport network. 
 
As mentioned above we intend to continue with our responsible ownership work with the 
public, both in person (if possible- pandemic dependant) and online via our website and 
social media channels. We feel this is a high priority currently, especially with the high level 
of unlicensed and unscrupulous breeders operating in the UK. Most puppies sold currently 
are not registered and there is no breeder contract in place. 
 
We are hoping to carry out our own research into Cavalier ownership costs and how we can 
help the public further. 
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We are concerned that members of the public that are currently working at home may need 
to return to work soon and will not be able to care for their dogs. We hope to grow the 
number of foster homes that we have and spend time individually training each foster carer 
at HQ. Fosterers within our team are well supported and are so important to us. 
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We hope to increase our volunteers' dog behaviour awareness and training further, this will 
likely be completed with online training soon. There is also a large group of volunteers 
booked onto first aid training in the new year. 
 
Fundraising will continue in the same manner as in previous years with a combination of our 
very successful monthly online event ‘£1 Friday’, increasing the volume of the auction group 
sales, raffles, Amazon Wishlist donations and the Forever Foster sponsorship scheme. 
 
We can also soon reclaim gift aid which will make the world of difference.  
 
Thank you from the trustees 
 
The charity remains extremely grateful for the support we receive from donors, ultimately, 
we could not achieve the fantastic outcomes that we do without that help. We continue to 
care for some very poorly and complex dogs that need a vast amount of time and care to 
become happy and well. 
 
Finally, we would like to thank all our wonderful volunteers and fosterers for giving up so 
much time to help the rescue Cavaliers. We really could not do this without you all, please 
know that the time that you give up so kindly means the Cavaliers receive the best standard 
of care and welfare we could hope for.  
 
We hope you enjoy your individual achievements as part of our team. Alone we can do so 
little, together we can do so much. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joanne Shipston 
Rebecca Mosley 
Carol Iles 
Alison Bembridge 
Clare Petch 
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BLISS CAVALIER RESCUE LTD
INCOME STATEMENT

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021

2021 2020 
£ £ 

Turnover 255,236 138,894 
Cost of sales (156,953) (96,114)

Gross profit 98,283 42,780 

Administrative expenses (47,827) (15,070)

Operating profit 50,456 27,710 

Profit on ordinary activities before taxation 50,456 27,710 

Tax on profit on ordinary activities - - 

Profit for the financial year 50,456 27,710 
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BLISS CAVALIER RESCUE LTD
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

AS AT 31 OCTOBER 2021

2021 2020 
Notes £ £ 

Fixed assets
Tangible assets 4 71,387 - 

Current assets
Cash at bank and in hand 8,770 29,156 

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 5 (1,209) (664)

Net current assets 7,561 28,492 

Net assets 78,948 28,492 

Capital and reserves
Profit and loss account 78,948 28,492 

Shareholders' funds 78,948 28,492 

For the year ending 31 October 2021 the company was entitled to exemption from audit under section 477 of the Companies Act
2006 relating to small companies. The members have not required the company to obtain an audit in accordance with section 476
of the Companies Act 2006. 

The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for complying with the requirements of the Act with respect to accounting records
and the preparation of accounts.

These accounts have been prepared in accordance with the provisions applicable to companies subject to the small companies'
regime and in accordance with the provisions of FRS 102 Section 1A - Small Entities.

The financial statements were approved by the Board of Directors and authorised for issue on 25 July 2022 and were signed on its
behalf by

Rebecca Mosley
Director

Company Registration No. 11617529
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BLISS CAVALIER RESCUE LTD
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021

1 Statutory information

Bliss Cavalier Rescue Ltd is a private company, limited by shares,  registered in England and Wales, registration number
11617529. The registered office is REBECCA BEATON ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES WATE, MALTKILN ROAD, BARTON
UPON HUMBER, NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE, DN18 5JR, ENGLAND.

2 Compliance with accounting standards

The accounts have been prepared in accordance with the provisions of FRS 102 Section 1A Small Entities. There were no
material departures from that standard.

3 Accounting policies

The principal accounting policies adopted in the preparation of the financial statements are set out below and have remained
unchanged from the previous year, and also have been consistently applied within the same accounts.

Basis of preparation
The accounts have been prepared under the historical cost convention as modified by the revaluation of certain fixed assets.

Presentation currency
The accounts are presented in £ sterling.

Tangible fixed assets and depreciation
Tangible assets are included at cost less depreciation and impairment. Depreciation has been provided at the following rates in
order to write off the assets over their estimated useful lives:

Motor vehicles 25% straight line
Computer equipment 33% straight line

4 Tangible fixed assets Land &
buildings 

Motor
vehicles 

Computer
equipment 

Total 

£ £ £ £ 
Cost or valuation At cost At cost At cost 
At 1 November 2020 - - - - 
Additions 65,190 6,499 560 72,249 

At 31 October 2021 65,190 6,499 560 72,249 

Depreciation
Charge for the year - 677 185 862 

At 31 October 2021 - 677 185 862 

Net book value
At 31 October 2021 65,190 5,822 375 71,387 

5 Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 2021 2020 
£ £ 

Taxes and social security 446 184 
Other creditors 763 - 
Accruals - 480 

1,209 664 
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BLISS CAVALIER RESCUE LTD
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021

6 Average number of employees

During the year the average number of employees was 2 (2020: 0).
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BLISS CAVALIER RESCUE LTD
DETAILED PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021
This schedule does not form part of the statutory accounts.

2021 2020 
£ £ 

Turnover
Sales 255,236 138,894 

Cost of sales
Other direct costs 156,953 96,114 

Gross profit 98,283 42,780 

Administrative expenses
Wages and salaries 13,809 - 
Pensions 438 - 
Staff training and welfare 728 - 
Travel and subsistence 424 1,812 
Motor expenses 9,505 4,806 
Rent 85 - 
Light and heat 1,686 - 
Cleaning 5,774 - 
Telephone and fax 228 153 
Postage 6,622 3,642 
Stationery and printing 843 1,031 
Subscriptions 136 - 
Bank charges 580 572 
Insurance 33 706 
Software 2,184 320 
Repairs and maintenance 173 - 
Depreciation 862 - 
Sundry expenses 1,664 95 
Audit fees - 667 
Accountancy fees 216 360 
Advertising and PR 1,837 683 
Other legal and professional - 223 

47,827 15,070 

Operating profit 50,456 27,710 

Profit on ordinary activities before taxation 50,456 27,710 
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