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Again it’s been a difficult year because of the restrictions caused by the pandemic. However, as 
these restrictions are lifted we are steadily returning to pre-COVID levels. A major casualty of the 
crisis was the postponement of the 2021 biennial village festival, but it is good to report that, 
instead, a festival will take place in 2022, in July. 

During the lockdown periods, the hiring income was of course severely reduced, especially since 
several major fund-raising events had to be cancelled. It has been a challenging year for sectional 
organisations. We have been fortunate in that our reserves, together with the government business 
support grants and furlough payments, have been sufficient for us to maintain a viable financial 
position. Nevertheless, the year ahead presents financial challenges due to increasing operating 
costs and, in particular, to the alarming increases in the cost of gas and electricity. 

We took advantage of the enforced periods of closure to continue to improve our facilities. Our main 
focus was on the upgrading of the main hall, which had not been redecorated for over 25 years. The 
entire ceiling was replaced so as to provide better insulation and to allow the installation of new LED 
lighting panels, and for this we received support from the Enovert Ibstock Trust Fund and from 
Saltford Parish Council. We also improved the stage lighting facilities by fitting of a new lighting bar 
suitable for LED lights, improved the sound system and fitted new stage curtains. The cost of new 
curtains for the hall windows themselves was possible as a result of the generosity of a local 
resident, as was the cost of constructing a new canopy outside the Avon room, so as to provide 
external seating space for café events. We have also improved security by installing several new CC 
cameras. 

Our Solar panel array continues to be working well and produces an effective annual income of 
£3,000 and four-fifths of the interest-free loan towards the cost of installing panels has now been 
repaid.  

The SCA has also continued to administer the Saltford Hardship Fund to provide what extra help we 
can provide, in particular to those who have suffered financially as a result of the pandemic, 
principally through loss of work and, ultimately, their job. The fund therefore enables (a) provision of 
financial advice, assistance and support, and (b) provision of employment assistance. The fund is 
being implemented through our partnership with Citizens’ Advice in BANES. With support from the 
Hardship Fund and from the St Monica Trust we have also set up a monthly Coffee Club for elderly 
residents and this is proving to be well-attended. Another initiative was to take over from the 
Keynsham Lions the running of the Santa Sleigh operation, which during the Christmas period 
collects large contributions for charity (in 2021, this was Mencap). 

The Saltford Post Office and Library Hub, which is a not-for-profit subsidiary of the SCA, has 
continued to be a much-valued asset in the community and during the pandemic the Post Office has 
seen a hugely increased amount of business, fully justifying its establishment in 2018. 

Looking ahead, our plans to construct a first floor extension (so as to provide another medium-sized 
meeting room and adjoining bar area, more office space and an upstairs disabled toilet) are 
progressing and outline planning permission has been obtained. We are now in the course of 
obtaining the necessary structural survey before moving to the detailed planning stage. 

Once again, all of this would not have been possible without our excellent team at the SCA, our 
excellent staff at the Post Office and the wonderful host of volunteers. There have been so many 
individuals involved that they are far too many to mention individually, but very many thanks to all. 

 


















