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2021 was a rather incredible year. We continued in our compliance with national church and 

government guidelines for COVID and were lucky that with our space we were able to 

create a very safe environment. Indeed, when other churches were closing their doors, we 

were able to remain open.  

 

That led to a swelling of our numbers, and it was not unusual in that early part of 2021 to 

have 60+ people worshiping here on a Sunday. As the lockdowns eased and churches re-

opened, we saw many of the people who had joined us in that time leave and head back to 

their home church.  

 

Numbers stabilised at between 40-50 on a Sunday until October / November when the 

Omicron variant blew through London. This saw a significant drop in numbers and in the run 

up to Christmas we struggled to see more than 20 people each Sunday. This was 

disheartening, but understandable. Christmas numbers were up on the previous year, but 

only just. An understandable response to the new variant doing so much damage.  

 

More positively however our building works were started – and ended! We completed the 

complex task of re-ordering our old vestry rooms (Our Lady of Walsingham Chapel) into a 

usable small church hall. It was blessed and opened by Bishop Jonathan who we were 

overjoyed to welcome throughout the year for several confirmation and baptism services.  

 

Work continued in securing funds for a larger re-development at the back end and for the 

funding for a second Priest within the Parish and although it will not be delivered in 2021 as 

expected, we were able to ensure it will be delivered in 2022.  

 

We also applied for a large grant to re-green the outside of church. We were not successful 

this time around but have been encouraged to re-apply for next year and were given funds 

to improve our application.  

 

We saw a real swelling of lay involvement in ministry with the highlight of the year being the 

Licencing of Susan Chick as our Lay Minister – and although this technically happened in 

January 2022 the hard work to make this happen was in 2021. I have been so happy to see 

Susan return to the parish and offer her help and support in the mission of St. Anselm’s. Her 

stalwart support and love for the parish is immense and is a key driver in us bringing more 

people to Jesus.  

 

The Church Wardens were stalwarts and a great support at the various points throughout 

the year where my enthusiasm and passion took a beating. Whether it was the builders 

running behind schedule, or yet another piece of Church paperwork or application for funds 

- they helped me remain focused and humble in God to pull these massive projects off. 

Without them we would be in dreadful trouble and with them we will go from strength to 

strength – so thank you David and Cynthia for all you do! 

 



We said goodbye to a dear friend of the parish in Fr. John Mothersole. Bishop Michael 

returned to the parish for his funeral and we sent him on his way as he would have wanted 

– with a dignified funeral in church. We installed a small memorial to him next to the statue 

of St. Anselm. 

 

The high altar was restored from its dark recess at the back of church and we were gifted a 

new tabernacle – this placed Jesus back at where He should be – up high and in the centre 

of all that we do. It took 6 very large men to move the altar and I’ve been assured it’s not 

going anywhere now! 

 

We welcomed a new organist in Anthony who lifted our hearts with wonderful music every 

Sunday. Sadly, we also said goodbye to him as he headed off to train as a Doctor. We 

continue to search for a new organist. Whilst he was with us he encouraged a children’s 

choir, and an adult choir and led a mission over Christmas outside the front doors singing 

carols for shoppers which went down very well indeed. 

 

In many ways 2021 was a year of stabilisation and building. Literally and metaphorically. We 

entered 2022 down on numbers as omicron continued to be a real issue for people, but we 

entered it with better facilities, stronger people and a deeper love for one another.  

 

2022 is poised to be an exciting year as omicron fades into the distance, as numbers 

recover, as people return and as we welcome a new priest and start the work to build a café 

at the back of church.  

 

There is much to be thankful for and much to be excited about.  

 

Fr. Matthew Cashmore SSC 
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St. Anselm’s Church is situated in the very heart of Hayes Town remains strong and 
active. Despite the pandemic we maintained a regular congregation, with every member 
contributing in some way. It is also encouraging to witness the children getting involved 
with various tasks.  
We now have a newly appointed Lay Pastoral Assistant, who no doubt has already 
proved to be a great support to Fr. Matthew especially during the weekday services. 
Our Sunday Masses were greatly enhanced when we had a regular organist to 
accompany and lead us through our hymn singing. Advent and Christmas were very 
special occasions with organist Anthony playing the seasonal hymns and carols. 
Unfortunately because of his studying to become a doctor he very reluctantly had to 
leave us at the end of last year. He does however remain in contact with the church.    
Our special concert given by the Torfaen Male Voice Choir (internationally acclaimed) 
was a boost to all of us. This was greatly enjoyed and helped with our fundraising.  
A few Bric-a-Brac sales throughout the year on Saturdays, also helped with raising funds 
in addition to opening the church for the wider community. 
We have started a Parent/Toddler Group on a weekly basis, this coincides with the term 
time of the local schools.  
HARVEST FESTIVAL  
As is customary a large variety of food was provided and enjoyed by all. We express our 
gratitude to all those who helped make this a special occasion.  
OLD WALSINGHAM CHAPEL 
All building work in this section has been completed. We now have a community hall 
with modern kitchen facilities. This can be used for refreshments after Mass or as a small 
rental income for the church. We are most grateful to Bishop Jonathan – Bishop of 
Fulham – for the blessing of the church hall when it was opened after a special Mass.  
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 
As in previous years Hillingdon Council provided a large Christmas tree for the church. 
Local junior school children came to church and gave a rendition of popular carols. This 
event was also attended by the Mayor of Hillingdon and local councillors. After the carols 
the Mayor switched on the lights from inside the church for Hayes Town. 
FOOD BANK  
There has been a change to this service, providing small emergency food parcels which 
can be given on any day. There is also provision of products for personal hygiene if 
needed. Families are now directed to a local Hillingdon Food Bank if regular or larger 
food parcels are required. We recognise and are grateful to those who continually give 
their time to keep St. Anselm’s Food Bank functioning.  
ONE STOP HELP 
This is a new service held on Wednesday. Advice is given to families or adults 
concerning social benefits and support.  
OUR THANKS 
Our thanks go to Fr. Matthew for his love and to those who have supported us at St. 
Anselm’s during the past year. Our hope and prayer is for this church to continue to go 
from strength to strength.  
 
CHURCHWARDENS – CYNTHIA LASHLEY & DAVID COULING         






































