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Aberaid Annual Report  2021 - 2022 

Presented at the AGM Monday November 28th 2022 - Zoom meeting 

It is now one year on since our last AGM held at a point when we were experiencing a new wave of Covid closures and disruption but gradually by spring 2022 things began to open up again. Nevertheless, we have continued to hold our committee meetings on Zoom and by now most people prefer the convenience of this system.  However, we were disappointed that our original plan to hold this AGM in person with a more social element had to be abandoned as too few trustees were able to attend on the planned date. We hope that there will be an opportunity to hold a social gathering soon. 

In this last year Aberaid has become much busier with new challenges emerging to respond to the new refugee situations.  Firstly, in Afghanistan in August 2021 and then in the spring of 2022 when the war in Ukraine created new waves of refugees moving across Europe. As a Nation of Sanctuary Wales responded very positively in its offer to support refugees and people wanted to give money for those settling in Ceredigion. While there are government schemes to support refugees administered generally through Ceredigion Council it is not able to accept charitable donations. Aberaid offered to accept and administer such donations which are often given in response to specific crisis situations i.e. for Afghans or for Ukrainians. Aberaid has less funds that can be used generally for Syrians, for example. Michael Freeman will speak in more detail about this in the Treasurer’s report. 

Distribution of funds
With the increased funding from donations, we have had to devise ways of distributing in a fair way.  We agreed to allocate £200 to any family as they came to the area for any immediate needs and we respond to other particular requests – sometimes fed through from the Red Cross workers. Since the autumn we decided to use the money more strategically and be willing to consider a contribution to ongoing costs of rent. The gap between what people get on Universal Credit and the actual cost of housing means that it is hard to find properties in town. So, we are now supporting one Ukrainian family in this way. We have also been in discussion with another who wishes to pursue an online course in interior design.

Meetings attended
Aberaid trustees have continued to attend the Ceredigion Refugee Resettlement Meetings and Michael, in particular, has given presentations when invited as a speaker by local societies. 

Our Family
In past years Aberaid’s main work was supporting the family who came here through the Community Sponsorship scheme. Since the beginning of 2022 they have become independent of any ongoing funding from Aberaid and they will be working towards gaining ‘right to remain’ in 2024. The father has problems with his shoulder which meant he gave up working at the bakery which he really enjoyed and now does occasional delivery driving. The mother also has mobility problems. Apart from these health issues the family are doing well in general, and the children are thriving in the education system.   

Red Cross 
Aberaid continues to work with the Red Cross and support a team which has been hugely stretched in this last year although new appointments have now been made.  There are at times difficulties of communication, but we are now working much more effectively for mutual support. This is not just with financial aid but also with helping people settle into new flats and befriending generally.

Aberaid Activities
There are now two Afghan families in Aberystwyth and Aberaid has worked with both when they were first setting up, finding such things as car seats, bicycles, computers and some of the extras that people need.  An Aberaid volunteer meets regularly to help English learning with an Afghan mother with young children who is not able to attend any English classes.

Ukrainians began arriving in Ceredigion as early as March, some going to host families arranged independently but most spending their first three months at Llangrannog which was a good place to be in the long hot summer of 2022. Early on Aberaid had sought to set up a network group for hosts and potential hosts but we have since worked with other organising groups.  Our Whatsapp group proved very useful in the early summer when we were organising a lift-sharing system to go to Llangrannog and help with weekly English lessons there. 

I would like to thank here Vivien Geuter who joined the committee in the spring and helped to set up our new Facebook page and Whatsapp group. She has also now agreed to be our minutes secretary. 

Aberaid has held two summer picnics, one at the Castle and a second one in mid August at Liz Mullan’s house which sits on the edge of Borth beach. Both events were happy occasions with families from all three refugee groups.

Through Vivien’s daughter who works with Trauma Treatment International we held a Saturday morning meeting at the university with hosts and volunteers to help people understand some of the issues.

English learning
Most of the Syrian men now have cars and some work as delivery drivers. Working within the community helps their English to improve. Three of the families have had new babies in the last 18 months so the women can be quite isolated, mixing mainly with other Arabic speakers. In the spring Medi and Moira set up an English chat group in town which has been attended by Syrian women and one Afghan but we hope to extend this to Ukrainians. Originally, we met in a café and subsequently at Ceredigion Museum who generously offer their education room free of charge. Recently we were also able to arrange two yoga and back pain sessions for women.   

Since the spring Sarah Mckenna of Coleg Ceredigion has invited volunteers to a weekly session where she pairs people with individuals to help with English. This is a lively session and a useful opportunity for informal socialising and befriending.  
 
Art and cultural activities
In half term Moira had a grant from Engage to run two family art sessions at the Arts Centre. Four refugee families attended as well as some local people. The workshop was based on collecting plants in the woodland around the campus, making land art and the second, longer day, preparing natural dyes and dying cloth.  Eventually this will become part of an art installation in the summer at the International Ceramics Festival.   

In November Andrea Hammel’s research culminated in her book and the exhibition ‘Refugees from National Socialism in Wales: Learning from the Past for the Future’. This is now showing at Aberystwyth Arts Centre till the end of January. Next year it will also be shown at the Senedd in Cardiff. Although the primary research was on Jewish children who came to Wales in WW2 the exhibition has also cleverly incorporated aspects of the recent refugee crises with a beautiful film and recorded testimonies as well as objects and art works.  We are currently investigating the possibility of a silk painting workshop in January. 

Christmas and New Year events
We are currently in discussion with the WI and we hope to hold a Christmas party in the Memorial Hall in Penparcau on 3rd January for refugee families in the Aberystwyth area. There will also be a Ukrainian Christmas party in FfosyFfin on 7th January for Ukrainians across the county – organised by the Red Cross. 

Aberaid wishes to extend its huge thanks to all our members and supporters in the community especially our volunteers, trustees, members of the local Arabic-speaking community and council officials,  all of whom have worked together to welcome refugees to the area. Thank you, Diolch yn fawr.
Moira Vincentelli, chair, 28 November 2022


	Aberaid Financial year 9.11.2021-9.11.2022
	

	INCOME
	

	Donations
	£14,519.75

	Interest
	£4.22

	Membership
	£70.00

	TOTAL
	£14,593.97

	
	

	EXPENDITURE
	

	Syrians
	£200.00

	Our family
	£1,094.62

	Afghans
	£1,222.98

	Ukrainians
	£1,744.99

	Bank charges
	£87.00

	Hire of hall
	£40.00

	TOTAL
	£4,389.59

	
	

	balance on 9.11.2021
	£559.08

	income
	£14,593.97

	expenditure
	£4,389.59

	balance on 8.11.2022
	£10,763.46



Michael Freeman, Treasurer, 28 November 2022

image1.png
ABERAID

CEFNOGI FFOADURIAID - SUPPORTING REFUGEES




