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Welcome    
There’s certainly been a lot to celebrate in the last year! 

In April 2021, we marked the Peak District’s 70th anniversary 
as the UK’s first National Park. The creation of the Peak District 
National Park Foundation helped to highlight this milestone, 
with its commitment to harnessing people’s passion and 
enthusiasm for the Peak District and directing them to the 
projects which have the greatest impact. This ensures that our 
National Park landscapes thrive for nature, planet and people 
– and are enjoyed and conserved by everyone.

Our natural world has never been more important.  We know how vital connection to 
nature is for our physical and mental health. We also know that access to the outdoors 
is not equal for all. I believe that nature has the power to heal us and that we have 
the power to heal nature. I’m proud that the Peak District National Park Foundation 
continues to support vital conservation and nature recovery efforts alongside 
connecting people to the outdoors - and I’m delighted to share some of this work with 
you in our third annual report.

The 2021/22 financial year has seen a gradual return to pre-pandemic life, with thousands 
more people discovering the UK’s original National Park. There’s so much positive work 
happening across the Park and new partnerships and supporters, that it’s easy to forget 
that 2021/22 was only our third year of operation. We’ve continued to develop and grow 
awareness and this is reflected in our biggest income and impact to date. 

Our Peak Partners continue to grow alongside our grant and donation income, 
meaning we can support more fantastic conservation and engagement projects across 
the Park.

Although we’d recognised the Peak District’s 70th anniversary almost a year earlier, it 
wasn’t until March 2022 following the lifting of Covid restrictions that we were finally 
able to celebrate.  It was fantastic to come together with our supporters and partners 
and to launch our future ambitions via our Connect Recover Thrive campaign.     

I’d like to thank our many supporters, funders and donors – without you the projects 
and impacts celebrated in this annual report wouldn’t have happened. Thank you to our 
staff team for their energy and enthusiasm, our many partners and the National Park 
Authority who continue to cover our core costs so that more of what we raise can be 
spent on projects which realise our vision of a National Park Enjoyed and Conserved by 
Everyone.

We look forward to our continued partnership with the Peak District National Park 
Authority and to working with its new chief executive, Phil Mulligan, to inspire support 
to conserve and enhance the National Park and to connect more people to nature.

I hope you enjoy reading about our work and how it inspires you to Connect, Recover 
and Thrive in the Peak District

Jen Lowthrop
Chair

      Higger Tor © Phil Sproson
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Our Vision
The Peak District National Park is enjoyed and conserved by everyone.

Our Values
Inclusive
We are open and approachable and committed to a National Park for all.

Collaborative
Everything we do, from fundraising to project delivery, is done in partnership. 
This delivers better outcomes for the National Park and its visitors.

Creative   
We look for opportunities to develop new projects and partnerships to 
maintain a resilient organisation with a diverse range of supporters and 
income streams which help us realise our vision.

What we do      
We are the official charity of the Peak District National Park. We work to secure 
and direct people’s passion for the Peak District to places where it can make a real 
difference.

The National Park is facing real challenges. Our projects help to combat climate 
change, support nature recovery, maintain our heritage and habitats and ensure the 
Park is accessible and welcoming to all. We’re doing things today that will help our 
National Park thrive tomorrow, and for many generations to come. 

Our 'Connect Recover Thrive' campaign will enable people to Connect, Recover and 
Thrive by experiencing the joy of nature in our National Park. It will also fund habitat 
connection,  nature recovery and create thriving landscapes which contributes to the 
fight against climate change. 

“The work of the Peak District National Park 
Foundation is a cause that’s close to my heart. 

As a regular visitor to the Peak District - and now 
living here running our farm - I’m delighted to be 
an Ambassador for the charity. Hopefully I’m in a 

position where I can help to raise the profile of the 
Foundation and share its messages."

Kelvin Fletcher, Peak District National Park Foundation Ambassador  

      Kelvin Fletcher and family 
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Our projects in the Peak District National Park

Trails maintenance
£20,000

'Miles without Stiles'/Access
£1,864 

South West Peak
Landscape Partnership

 £6,187

Conservation and interpretation
Stanage North Lees Estate

£15,536

Conservation volunteers
£4,500 

Bollington boundary stone
£4,000 

Moorland restoration
 (Moors for the Future)

£40,725

Diverse audience and
nature connection

£39,350 

Total Project spend
£132,162
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Ambassador Schools

Thanks to Hydro Flask’s Parks for All giving programme, 
we’re giving children the chance to experience nature 
with Ambassador Schools, providing kit and outdoor 
experiences to inspire the next generation of Peak 
District pioneers.

Green Social Prescribing 
We’re delighted to be part of a national Green Social 

Prescribing pilot, exploring how connecting people 

with nature can improve mental wellbeing. We’re 

working with communities in North East Sheffield with 

significant health inequalities where life expectancy at 

birth is 10 years less than the South West of the city.

We’re working with wellbeing organisations in these 

communities to make it easier for people to explore the 

National Park and improve their health, wellbeing and 

resilience.

Confidence in the countryside

We are happy to play a part in connecting more people 
to the outdoors, thanks to a grant from Yorkshire Water 
Community Benefit Fund.

Working with community organisations, including 
Peak District Mosaic, a charity which works to increase 
confidence in people from Black, Asian and minority 
ethnic communities to visit the countryside and 
experience the health benefits it offers -  we’re recruiting 
community champions to lead walks and encourage 
people to enjoy the Peak District National Park.

During their training, champions learn about different 
aspects of the national park – including wildlife, history 
and geology – and learn the necessary skills and 
knowledge to lead group visits.

This funding has supported a range of activities and 
walks for 88 participants so far including celebrating the 
Kinder Mass Trespass in April with a group walk supported 
by Volunteer Rangers and Peak District Mosaic. 

Our Projects and Impact

“People consider two weeks to be an appropriate holiday to refresh 
their mental health and happiness… to me this single day in the Peak 
District has been as good. A mindfulness walk with the National Park 

Rangers can certainly help you mentally. An extra perspective on 
nature made it more meaningful, calming and inspiring..."

Graham, SOAR Green Social Prescribing Client

      Green Social Prescribing © Fiona Stubbs

      Peak District Mosaic © Dan Wildey
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Our Projects and Impact

“We’re delighted to become a Peak District Ambassador School. 
It offers huge benefits for our children in terms of wellbeing and 

engaging the children in activities linked to the natural world. It will 
open up opportunities which are often not available to our pupils."

Pye Bank CE Primary 

A lasting legacy

We were touched and very grateful to receive our 
first legacy gift from a family who had fond memories 
enjoying the Peak District and were keen to support 
our nature recovery work with Moors for the Future and 
our work with connecting people to nature. 

Thanks to this gift, we’ve been able to support more of 
the great work of the Moors for the Future Partnership 
as well as a range of work connecting people to nature. 
We’re delighted to be contributing to a Communities 
Engagement Ranger role based at Longendale 
Environmental Classroom, delivering young peoples’ 
educational and outdoor learning programmes, 
Ambassador Schools and delivering Health and 
Wellbeing programmes.

It's enabled us to support ESCAPE (Every Sheffield 
Child A Peak Experience) - a project which helps 
schools and youth organisations to increase their 
confidence in connecting young people to nature in 
the National Park. 

We’re also supporting a National Lottery Heritage 
Fund bid with Peak District Mosaic, North York Moors 
National Park and Yorkshire Dales National Park for 
a new project called ‘Championing National Parks 
for Everyone’.  The project will increase connection 
to national parks by people from ethnically diverse 
backgrounds and communities and will help these 
organisations to welcome more people from the 
diverse communities surrounding the parks. 

      River studies with Pye Bank CE Primary © Fiona Stubbs
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Our Projects and Impact
Unlocking the secrets of Errwood Hall

The ruins of Errwood Hall in the Goyt Valley 

attract many visitors, but few know its story – or the 

significance of this once magnificent Victorian country 

home. Built in the early 1840s by Samuel Grimshawe, 

the hall was a stunning example of Victorian 

architecture and contained impressive collections of 

art, sculpture and home décor of the period. 

Our 2021 Christmas Big Give campaign raised funds 

for an augmented reality app to digitally bring back to 

life the ruins of Errwood Hall. The app was created by 

Bloc Media in partnership with the South West Peak 

Landscape Partnership with additional funding from 

the National Lottery Heritage Fund. 

Conservation and Nature recovery for 
planet, wildlife and people

Did you know that Peak District moorland stores 

around 20 million tonnes of carbon?

Thanks to our supporters and funders we’ve invested 

£40,725 in Moors for the Future Partnership, 

supporting their vital moorland restoration including 

planting sphagnum moss plug plants, raising the 

water table by blocking peat pipes and water gullies 

and surveying the moors to monitor the condition of 

the peat. This not only supports carbon sequestration 

but improves biodiversity and provides natural flood 

management - healthier for planet, wildlife and people.

“I’m so excited to be bringing life to Errwood Hall, along with 
understanding and respect for what was once such a grand place to 
behold. Thank you so much to everyone who donated. We would not 

be able to do it without you!"
Dr Catherine Parker Heath, South West Peak Cultural Heritage Officer

      Errwood Hall App in action © Bloc Digital
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In particular, the Foundation is supporting the planting 
of 20,000 sphagnum plugs over an area of 20 hectares 
on Alport Moor. This will be a vital step in peatland 
restoration to return the blanket bog to an active peat 
building landscape.

Stanage North Lees

Stanage North Lees is an internationally important 
landscape with a diverse range of habitats from the 
gritsone edge to open moorland and protected 
woodland, home to many rare birds such as the ring 
ouzel, tree pipit and curlew. It’s also one of the most 
popular areas of the National Park enjoyed by walkers, 
climbers, runners and riders.

Thanks to Peak Running’s Run for the Birds event, 
alongside our wider fundraising, we’ve supported 
woodland restructuring and restoration at Stanage 
North Lees to improve feeding and nesting 
opportunities for red-list bird species. 

This has included creating glades within the woodlands, 
opening up the tree canopy to improve the growth 
of trees and shrubs and giving potential veteran trees 
space to grow.

Our support is also helping to care for pathways and 
improve access and interpretation to help visitors enjoy 
this special place.

Monsal Trail

The Monsal Trail, much of which is classified as a Site 
of Special Scientific Interest, has many accessible, 

family-friendly routes and is one of the busiest areas 
of the Park, often seeing more than 2,000 visitors 
on a summer’s day. But the area is being threatened 
by Ash Dieback disease. With your support, we’re 
removing diseased trees that are posing a risk along 
the trails. By removing these ash trees and replacing, 
where possible, with different species – such as lime, 
field maple and hornbeam – we are addressing the risk 
posed by dead and dying trees along the trail, as well 
as restoring a more diverse species mix around the trail 
and its car parks.

Our Projects and Impact

      Monsal Trail © Dan Wildey

      Stanage Edge © Mark Naftalin
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Where the money came from
Our income this year has come from a wide range of fundraising sources including 
Corporate Partners, Individual Giving, Major Gifts and grant funding.

Peak Partners
We’re extremely grateful to all our Peak Partners. Our corporate partnership scheme 
enables businesses to care for the National Park and to meet their Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) goals. Peak Partner businesses get exclusive use of our supporter 
logo to show their customers they’re supporting the National Park. Silver and Gold 
Peak Partners benefit from a great team away day in beautiful surroundings, to see first-
hand the impact of their support in the National Park. 

Would you like to join the 31 businesses who are proud to be Peak Partners and work 
with us to support vital conservation and access projects? Find out how your business 
can benefit by becoming a Peak Partner, email: hello@peakdistrictfoundation.org.uk 

If you’d like to find out more about leaving a gift in your will to support the Peak 
District National Park, please contact hello@peakdistrictfoundation.org.uk

  Legacy gift (£50,000)

  Grants (£45,817)

  Online donations including   
  regular giving (£25,172)

  Corporate fundraising (£23,695)

  Major gifts (£8,500)

  Other (£6,719)

“I am proud to support the Peak District 
National Park Foundation as a lifetime user and 
supporter of our Park. It's a truly wonderful place 

and we need to keep it this way."
Si Homfrey, Park Designs

Gold  
Grumpy Mule Coffee 
Bumper International Ltd. 
Breedon Group PLC
Equip Outdoor Technologies UK Ltd.

Silver 
Beesafe Supplies Ltd.
Carbon Jacked Ltd.
C W Sellors Fine Jewellery Ltd.
Feel Good Do Good Ltd.
Mammut UK Ltd.
Mount Cook Adventure Centre Ltd.
PDNPA Visitor Centres  
PAF Consulting Ltd.

Phil Sproson Photography  
Portaway Minerals (Elton) Ltd.
Spotty Otter
The Derbyshire Candle Company
Walker Sealants Ltd.
White Peak Planning Ltd.

Bronze  
Dark and White Events Ltd.
Derbyshire Country Cottages
Helen Rose Photography
Park Designs
Peak District Kids
Peak Mountaineering Ltd.
Peak Running  CIC
Peak Walking Adventures
Pedal
Reynolds Research
RubbaStuff (producers of PACMAT)
Splash Maps Ltd.
The Outdoor Guide
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Where the money came from
The Peak District is home  to Bewley’s roastery in Meltham. As part of its continued 
commitment to support communities at each part of the coffee supply chain, Bewley’s 
joined our Peak Partner scheme at the Gold level. An initial donation, plus 20p from 
every pack of Grumpy Mule Dark Peak coffee, is supporting our conservation and 
engagement projects across the National Park.

“The Peak District has always been close to the 
heart of both the local community and the nation 

We’re delighted to be a Gold Peak Partner to 
celebrate the value of our local environment and 

the role it plays within our communities."
Gus Lunt, Commercial Director, Bewleys

We were delighted many of our Peak Partners could join us at our 70th celebration 
event at the Buxton Crescent Hotel and Spa. TV presenter Julia Bradbury led the 
event which was organised by the Peak District National Park Foundation to mark the 
milestone anniversary and to thank individuals, businesses and organisations for their 
help raising vital funds for conservation and engagement projects.

Guests included donors, funders, supporters, fundraisers, businesses – including the 
Foundation’s Peak Partners – and ambassadors, including the Earl and Countess of 
Burlington and Kelvin and Elizabeth Fletcher of TV reality farming series Kelvin’s Big 
Farming Adventure. Projects funded by the Foundation were also represented. 

      Gold Peak Partner, Bewleys © Fiona Stubbs

      Peak Partners at the 70th Celebration event © Tom Marshall
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Finance
We’re proud to be the official charity partner of the Peak District National Park 
Authority. We have a grant agreement with the National Park Authority and a 
memorandum of understanding which sets out our partnership working for the benefit 
of the National Park. We expect this relationship to continue, so more of what we raise 
can support projects which care for the National Park.

During the last financial year, our income and supporter base continued to grow. 
Alongside growth in our core fundraising programmes, we received a generous legacy 
of £50,000 from a single estate, boosting our total income to almost three times 
that of the previous year. Our financial strategy assumes continued support for our 
core costs from the National Park Authority and we plan to continue to grow income 
from trusts and foundations, Peak Partners, major and regular donors so that we can 
continue making a positive impact for nature and people.

Our 2021/22 headline figures
Our total income was £159,903

Our reserves
As a new charity, we’re working towards a reserves position of three months core costs. 
We’re allocating 15% of unrestricted income towards our general reserves to cover any 
unforeseen drop in income, additional running costs or to enable us to respond to new 
fundraising opportunities. This means that for every £1 donated, at least 85% supports 
project delivery in the National Park to ensure the Peak District is enjoyed and 

conserved by everyone. We aim to include a 5% management fee on restricted funds 
where appropriate. At the end of the period we held £25k in our contingency reserves 
and a further £23k in general unrestricted reserves to further our charitable objectives. 

The Foundation holds £14,000 in reserves in respect of the indemnity we’ve provided 
on receipt of residual client balances from law firms. In line with legal advice received, 
this reserve for residual client balances has been reduced from 25% of amounts 
donated to 5%, resulting in a release of £10,342 which has been transferred to general 
reserves in the current period.

2020/21 2021/22

Total income £54,652  £159,903

Staff and operational costs – in kind 
contribution from PDNPA * £60,669 £58,300

Project spend £76,852 £132,162 

* Our staff and operational costs are covered by the Peak District National Park Authority
      Millstones at Little Moor © Phil Sproson
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Future focus  
The Peak District National Park management plan 
is a partnership plan which brings together key 
stakeholders, partners, organisations and land 
managers, setting out our shared ambitions to 
conserve and enhance the National Park’s special 
qualities for the benefit of all. 

The Peak District National Park Foundation plays an 
important role in fundraising to support management 
plan impacts. Our Connect Recover Thrive campaign is 
based on the ambitions in the management plan and, 
using the expertise of rangers, ecologists and scientists 
-the people who know the Park best - we will continue 
raising funds for projects which deliver the greatest 
impact for planet, wildlife and people.

Our focus remains on developing support for projects 
which realise our vision of a National Park Enjoyed and 
Conserved by Everyone. 

Our Connect Recover Thrive campaign will raise 
£500,000 to support management plan impacts. 
Reflecting our ambition for people to Connect Recover 
and Thrive by experiencing the joy of nature in our 
National Park, we will work to connect people from all 
backgrounds to nature and improve wellbeing through 
nature connection. It also reflects our ambition to 
connect habitats, restore nature and create thriving 
landscapes which contribute to the fight against 
climate change.

      Mam Tor © Phil Sproson
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Meet our team

Thank you to our wonderful team of 
staff, trustees, partner organisations 
and supporters. 

We have a committed group 
of trustees who give their free 
time to guide our organisational 
development and fundraising. They 
care passionately about conserving 
the Peak District National Park 
landscapes and welcoming everyone 
to the National Park. Our trustees are:

Jen Lowthrop (Chair)
Digital and Agile Consultant, Director 
Feel Good Do Good and Coworking 
Corner

Colin McLaren (Vice-Chair) 
PDNPA Member and Oldham Borough 
County Councillor

Alex Waddington (Trustee)
Data PR and Communications 
Consultant, Director  Whetstone 
Communications

Steve Turner (Trustee) 
CEO at Mount Cook, a not for profit 
outdoor centre 

Zahid Hamid (Trustee)
PDNPA Secretary of State Member

Andrew McCloy (Trustee)
Writer, journalist and consultant 
specialising in access/leisure. Chair of 
the Peak District National Park Authority 
and National Parks England Chair 

Andy Robinson (Treasurer)
CEO of the Lindley Educational Trust
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www.peakdistrictfoundation.org.uk

  peakdistrictfoundation             pdnp_foundation             peakdistrictfoundation

Explore. Enjoy. Support.

Thank you for taking the time to read our Annual Report. 
We hope it’s inspired you to join us in creating a National Park enjoyed and conserved by everyone.

Sign up for our e-newsletter
 www.peakdistrictfoundation.org.uk/newsletter

Text 'Donate peak 1' to 88802 to give the amount of your choice today

Front page image: Winnats Pass © Phil Sproson
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Independent examiner's report on the 
accounts 

 

           Section A                        Independent Examiner’s Report 
 

 

Report to the trustees/ 
members of 

Charity Name 

Peak District National Park Foundation 

  

On accounts for the year 
ended 

31st March 2022 Charity no 
(if any) 

1182136 

  

Set out on pages N/A 

  

 
 
 
Responsibilities and 
basis of report 

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above 
charity (“the Trust”) for the year ended 31st March 2020. 
 
As the charity's trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the 
accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 
(“the Act”).  
 
I report in respect of my examination of  the Trust’s accounts carried out 
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I 
have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission 
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 

 

Independent 
examiner's statement 

I have completed my examination.  I confirm that no material matters have 
come to my attention in connection with the examination which gives me 
cause to believe that in, any material respect: 

• the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 
of the Charities Act; or  

• the accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or 

• the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements 
concerning the form and content of accounts set out in the Charities 
(Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any requirement 
that the accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view which is not a matter 
considered as part of an independent examination. 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection 
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in 
order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

 
  

Signed: 

 

Date: 10th January 2023 

  

Name: Justine Wells 

  

Relevant professional 
qualification(s) or body 

(if any): 

Member of the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy 
(CIPFA) 
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Address: 
c/o Peak District National Park Authority, Aldern House, Baslow Rd, 
Bakewell, Derbyshire DE45 1AE 

  

  
 

 

Section B                           Disclosure  

 

Only complete if the examiner needs to highlight material matters of concern 
(see CC32, Independent examination of charity accounts: directions and 
guidance for examiners).  

 

Give here brief details of 
any items that the 
examiner wishes to 
disclose. 

 
 
None. 
 
 
 

 
 


