The Methodist
Church Beckenham Methodist Church

‘§~OM<@ Bromley Road BR3 5JE and Clock House Road BR3 4JP
: = Registered Charity No. 1138006
RO

Trustees Annual Report and Accounts for year ending 315t August 2022

Purpose

We are a body of people, drawn together by the love of God to worship, pray and try to follow the
teaching of Jesus. To fulfil our purpose, we will:

Glorify God in worship

Develop our understanding of the love of God and the way of Jesus

Deepen our commitment to the Christian life

Enable and encourage our community to develop and use all their God-given talents
Offer Christian love and friendship to all

Respond to the needs of God’s world, especially the people of Beckenham

The Methodist Church exists to exercise the whole ministry of Christ. The Local Church in Beckenham,
with its membership and larger church community, exercises this ministry where it is and shares in the
wider ministry of the Church in the world. In this one ministry worship, fellowship, pastoral care, mission
and service are essential elements, enabled by training and prudent administration.

Organisation and governance

Beckenham Methodist Church (BMC) is part of the Bromley Circuit (No 35/42) of the Methodist Church,
and arose from a merger of the Bromley Road and Clock House Road churches on 01 September 2004.

The number of members regularly attending services at Clock House Road never regained the numbers
pre COVID and in the light of such low attendance, the Church Council authorised a suspension of
services and that a motion be sent to synod to declassify the site for religious purposes.

Ministers are appointed to the Circuit and given Pastoral Charge of the Local Church by the Circuit,
usually staying for a term of 5 years. Rev. Alex Terrett, who had pastoral charge of the Beckenham and
West Wickham churches since autumn 2018 moved on in August 2022 and no replacement was
secured.

The Circuit appointed the Minister at Bromley to be the acting Superintendent and Rev David Morris, a
retired minister who is part of the Beckenham membership, agreed to take on pastoral care duties for
2022/23 and taking Holy Communion. Services are led by the Circuit ministerial team and lay preachers
as planned by the Superintendent according to normal Methodist practice.

The various tasks in carrying out our ministry are undertaken by the local Church, through its Church
Council and committees, in union with the ministry of the Circuit of which it is constituent. In accordance
with its governing document, the Constitution Practice and Discipline (CPD) of the Methodist Church, the
Trustees are all the members of the Church Council who are over the age of 18 years, some by virtue of
posts they hold and some as elected representatives of the whole congregation.



Worship and Prayer

For most of the year services were held at both sites at 10.30 a.m. on a Sunday. Towards the end of the
year services were only held once a month at Clock House Road. Holy Communion is celebrated at
Bromley Road on the third Sunday of the month. The remaining members of the congregation at Clock
House are now worshipping at Bromley Road.

The regular congregation is a mixture of age groups, nationalities and backgrounds and everyone who
comes through the doors is afforded a friendly welcome. Service books, hymn books and pew Bibles
are provided, as well as printed sheets when appropriate although audio-visual projection is now
normally used and all appropriate copyright licences are held.

Membership stands at 93. Average attendance at Bromley Road is 40/50 with some housebound or
infirm and others not attending regularly because of work or family commitments.

Circuit Meeting

Several Members of the Church Council also hold posts at Circuit level and the Church Council elects
four representatives from amongst its number. The Circuit Meeting is a separate charity and its
members are its trustees. The Local Church pays an assessment to the Circuit each year to cover the
stipends and housing of ministerial staff and contributions to the Methodist Church nationally. BMC’s
assessment for this year was £64,530, which was an increase on last year.

The Church Premises

The Trustees are responsible for the maintenance of the premises at Bromley Road (BR3 5JE) and at
Clock House Road (BR3 4JP) Beckenham until the long-term future of that site is known. The Church
premises at both sites are extensively used by the local community as well as by Church members. At
Clock House Road there is a long-established pre-school playgroup and occasional evening community
meetings.

The premises at Bromley Road are more extensive and are used by some 35-40 community groups on a
regular basis as well as for annual meetings of local residents’ groups and management committees.
Activities for young children and the elderly are all available as well as the Church’s own sponsored
Brownies, Guides, Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Badminton Club and Social gatherings. According to
Methodist Practice (CPD) no alcohol is allowed to be brought onto or consumed on the premises. The
AA and Al-Anon hold meetings on the premises for many years.

At Bromley Road we have been running a Community Café called TCs since July 2000 when a similar
project run by Churches Together in Beckenham (CTiB) was forced to close. This has been very
successfully staffed by volunteers from among the church membership as well as non members. At
Bromley Road an extensive building project and covid caused the café to be closed in November 2018
but it reopened this year, renamed Joy’s Kitchen, initially on 3 days a week basis later extending to 4
days a week as more volunteers were obtained. The aim is to reach full 5 days a week opening if
sufficient volunteers come forward. In previous years a surplus was made and allocated to various
mission projects at home and abroad. It is intended that this policy be reactivated and distributions
should start next financial year. The Joy’s Kitchen management committee reports to the Church
Council.

The Property and Finance Committee reports to the Church Council and is responsible for day-to-day
management of the bookings through the offices of the two appointed Property Stewards. Cleaning of
both churches is carried out by professionals.

Maintenance of the premises is an ongoing expense: ongoing servicing of boilers, fire protection
equipment and other key facilities was carried out. Two one off items of expenditure were incurred
during the year on enhancing audio visual facilities and overhauling the Victorian organ and are covered
later in more detail.



Pastoral Care

The members of the Methodist Church are each allocated to a Pastoral Visitor who works closely with
the minister to ensure all pastoral needs are met. The Pastoral Visitors are members of the Pastoral
Committee which reports to the Church Council. Those who are unable to attend services are visited
and when requested the minister celebrates Holy Communion with them in their own home.

Mission

The Methodist Church supports Mission in Britain as well as Mission in the Wider World. These funds
are well supported by the members of BMC as well as other charities. The After Service Coffee
collection is allocated to specific charity by Church Council. The work of Joy’s Kitchen has already been
mentioned. Other charities regularly supported are Christian Aid and Action for Children, the Methodist
Children’s charity, one of whose founders was also a member of Beckenham Methodist Church at its
original foundation in 1887. Various other charities are supported annually, both locally and worldwide,
e.g. Workaid and a food bank and support for homeless men provided at another local church.

Ecumenical relationships

BMC is an active member of CTiB participating in all its activities and making financial contributions to
the cause. The CTiB held a picnic in the Summer in a local park which was well attended by our
congregation. Close relationships are held with our nearest neighbours at St. George’s Parish Church.

Financial review, including reserves policy, designation of material funds and likely timing of
expenditure

The financial position declined during the year as letting income, although well up on the previous year,
was still below pre-pandemic levels and repayments on loans incurred for the redevelopment project fell
due. The loans need another few years before they will be fully paid off. At the close of the financial year
£24,400 was outstanding.

Church income was up compared with the previous year but only c10%. The long-term trend of
switching from cash giving to electronic giving continued. Our bankers, HSBC started charging for our
account which was unwelcome but we have chosen to stay with the bank we have been with for 130+
years. Despite bookings bouncing back and personal giving remaining strong no tax refund for gift aid
was received. This is a timing issue and the money is expected next year. Also, no grants were
received. Last year when the redevelopment finished final instalments of grant money from generous
backers was triggered.

The redevelopment, which has been a major feature of these reports for the last few years has
completed and a grand dedication and opening was held in early October 2021. Our Minister was joined
by Rev Barbara Calvert and Rev Michael Cassidy, both past Ministers of the Church. We had an
exhibition and of course a celebration cake.

Expenses during the year included normal maintenance costs together with two one off items. The first
of these was to install improved audio-visual facilities in the church. It had originally been intended to do
this with the redevelopment works but it was postponed due to funding issues. Around £11,000 was
spent. We now have the capability to stream services onto the internet as well as having much improved
wi-fi within all our buildings. The second item of expenditure was on the organ. This had been dismantled
for the redevelopment works and when it was reinstalled it became clear that an overhaul was required.
In total it will cost c£50,000 spread over 2 years. £28,000 was spent this year. The organ should then be
match fit for the next 40 years. An appeal for funds has been made and generous donations have been
received to date.

During the year our reserves declined by around 15% or just over £22,000 to £122,000. This reduction
although unwelcome and explained earlier is far less than the previous year. With income recovering we
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are on track to repay outstanding loans within the 5-year window we stated would be needed when the
redevelopment works commenced.

Funds held as custodian trustee on behalf of others:
Such funds are not material. They may include, during the financial year:

collections made for nominated charitable organisations, detailed in the Notes to the Receipts &
Payments Account, but not yet distributed to them. Examples are Action for Children, Fund for
Human Need and on behalf of the Community Café. Movements of such funds, which are held
temporarily on the main bank current account, are separately recorded in the Vestry Journal,
receipts and payments ledgers, and documented in other papers on file; and balances of the
Benevolence Fund, to be applied at the minister’s discretion.

It is policy to disburse such collections in the same financial year in which they were received into the
church accounts, except for the Benevolence Fund which may accumulate across year-ends.

Thanks

The Trustees would like to thank all those who work in a volunteer capacity to enable the smooth running
of the Church in all its facets. As can be seen, BMC is an organisation devoted to providing public
benefit with the assistance of its members. The Trustees, in exercising their powers and duties, complied
with their obligation to have due regard to the guidance on public benefit published by the Charity

Commission.
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ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2022 Beckenham Church
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DECLARATIONS

Treasurer

1 confirm that | have prepared the accounts from the records of the Church and that they include all
funds under the control of the Church Counce

Signature of Treasurer 1 \J/ 9{ y Date l O 3 23

Name lSlmon J Young — ———]

Address 80 Vilage Way, Beckenham , Kent BR3 3NR

Presentation to the *"Church Council for approval.

| confirm that the Accounts have been presented to the Church Councll on

and were approved.

Signature of the Chair of the meeting

Name of the Chair of the meeting

|Rw Karen George
"

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of the

| Beckenham Methodist lChurch
This Report is on the Church Accounts for the year ended 31 August

Respective responsibilities of Trustees and Examiner

The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity's trustees consider that an auditis
notreqdredforﬁisyeafmdeuectioniuofmeChariﬁesAthOﬂ (the Charities Act) and that an independent
examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to:
° Examineu\eaocotmmSedionu.‘mfmeChmﬁesM

@ wtommummmmmmmmmbymcmm
Commission (under Section 145(S)(b) of the Charities Act), and

@ mstatewhemorpamahrmaannmemmaW.
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Basis of Independent Examiner’s Report

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the Charity Commission. An
examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts
presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts,
and seeking explanations from the trustees conceming any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not
provide all the evidence thal would be required in an audit, and consequently na opinion is given as to whether
the accounts present a ‘true and fair' view and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement
below.

Independent Examiner's Statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention (other than that disclosed below®):

(1)  which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:

- to keep accounting records in accordance with section 120 of the Charities Act;
* lo prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the accounting
requirements of the Charities Act have not been met; or

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached.

* Please delete the words in the brackets if they do not apply appropriate

(3) | have obtained independent verification of all investments with the Trustees for Methodist Church
Purposes ("TMCP") or held in other Trusts, Bank balances and Funds at the Central Finance Board of the
Methodist Church ("CFB"), which are individually in excess of £10,000 (ten thousand pounds) at the

balance sheet date.
* Piease circle as appropriate
Name l John Whittam ,
Signature

Relevant Professional qualification or body

I ICAEW (7735066) l

8 Badgers Way, Stratford-upon-Avon,
Warwickshire CV37 0UJ
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