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St Mary the Virgin Norton 

Trustee Annual Report for the year ended 31 December 2022 

1 Administrative Information 

St Mary’s is located on Norton Green in the Sorough of Stackton-on-Tees. It is in the Deanery of 

Stockton, and within the Auckland Archdeaconry of the Diocese of London. 

Name of Charity: The Parochial Church Council of the ecclesiastical parish of St Mary the Virgin, 

Norton. (Other name or acronym: St Mary’s PCC, Norton) 

Charity Registration Number: 1131694 

Address: c/o St Mary's Parish Office, 70 The Green, Norton, Stockton-on-Tees TS20 10T 

Office Email: parishadmin@virginmedia.com 
Office Phone: 01642 531300 / 07505 464005 

Vicar’s Email: reymartin@outlook.com 
Website: www.stmarysnorton.co.uk 

The Parochial Church Council (“PCC”) is a charity registered with the Charity Commission. 

PCC members (Trustees) serving from 1 Jan 2022 until the date this report was approved are: 

incumbent The Revd Martin Anderson Chair 

SSM Assistant Curate The Revd Catherine Walton (became Priest in Charge ‘July 2022) 

Churchwardens Sylvia Morgan 

Colin Legg 

Representatives on Stockton Deanery Synod (elected for the Triennium 2020-2023} 

Jeremy Kendall 

Judy Rigg 

Elected Members Ruth Langford 

Helen Bostock 

Julie Saunders PCC Secretary 

Ruth King Parish Safeguarding Officer 

Brian Webb Health & Safety 

Craig Hobbs 

Louise Bradley 

lan Saul Acting Treasurer 

Sue Dixon 

Carol Mansell 

2 Structure, governance and management 

PCC’s are governed by two “Church of England Measures”; the Parochial Church Councils (Powers) 

Measure 1956 and the Church Representation Rules (contained in Schedule 3 to the Synodical 

Government Measure 1969 as amended). The Members of the PCC are either ex officio or elected by 

the Annual Parochial Church Meeting in accordance with the Church Representation Rules. St Mary’s 

Church attendees are encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll and welcome to stand for election 

to the PCC. 
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3 Objectives and activities 

St Mary's PCC is part of the Church of England, and extracts the pertinent objects from the PCC Powers 

Measure. Main activities undertaken in relation to these objects: 

e Regular public worship and Holy Communion 

The provision of sacred space for prayer and contemplation 

Pastoral work, including care of the sick and bereaved 

Christian teaching through sermons, courses and small group learning 

Taking of religious assemblies in schools 

Growth in Christian discipleship & formation 

Promoting in the ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, 

social and ecumenical. 

e Maintenance responsibilities for St Mary’s Church, Parish Hall & Forge on Norton Green 

4 Achievements and Performance 

In 2022 regular patterns of worship included the 10.00am Thursday midweek communion, 11.00am 

Sunday parish communion, and a monthly ‘Messy church’ at 3.00pm every third Sunday — with 

wonderful crafts & dedicated commitment in our ministry to families. We continue to have significant 

pastoral contact through occasional offices, social events and outreach activities. During the year we 

had numerous baptisms, marriages, funerals in church, and funerals at the crem. Our Pastoral Team 

have benefitted from training with the Guild of Health, and offered pastoral care, home visits and home 

communions throughout the year, superbly coordinated by Ruth Langford. 

Activities at St Mary's Parish Hall & Forge, booked/administered by Sue Gardner, have provided a 

valuable source of income & strengthened community cohesion, including dance classes, bonsai, 

ukelele, U3A, baby sensory, Scouts, Srownies and Guides. Sue’s work as Parish Administrator is 

invaluable, providing consistency, welcome & knowledge to newcomers & church members 

throughout the year. A new regular monthly ‘koinonia’ parish lunch with fabulous food & hospitality, 

alongside weekly ‘warm space’ coffee & chat gatherings (from Autumn 2022) at the Forge, as well as 

the monthly Parish Walking group led by Mike Rawson has offered accessible, open, and sociable time 

for relationships to be deepened, spaces to be listened to & meaningful friendships to be shared. 

After a period of teaching & preparation, three adults were confirmed and one was baptised by the 

Bishop of Durham at the Dawn Easter Vigil at Durham Cathedral, and three young people were 

confirmed at St Peter's Stockton in November. Our vicar Revd Martin Anderson served as Area Dean 

of Stockton to cover Revd Paul Neville’s sabbatical from April to September, and continued to engage 

in wider ministry & training via St Ethelburga’s, Reconcilers Together and Reconciliation initiatives UK. 

From September to November, we welcomed Ray Leonard on a parish placement whilst discerning 

and exploring a call to ordained ministry. After 6 years in a part-time voluntary capacity (as self- 

supporting minister), our curate Revd Catherine Walton moved from Norton and was licensed to the 

parishes of Burnmoor, Penshaw & Shiney Row on 4" September 2022. Sheila Austin was re-licensed to 

both Norton parishes as Lay Funeral minister and continues to thrive in this ministry. Haydn Beckwith, 

having trained with Lindisfarne College of Theology, was welcomed & licensed as Licensed Lay Minister 

(LUM/Reader) on 30" October — the feast of All Saints. 

We have good links with focal schools and offer regular assemblies as well as worship in church every 

term. In May 2022 we were delighted to welcome Christian Life Preparatory School again from Texas, 
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with generous offers of hospitality from host homes across the parish. In August, we had a memorable 

visit from the Kilimatinde Trust, supporting the Diocese of the Rift Valley in Tanzania with a gift of 

£1000 - hearing stories from Rt. Revd John Lupaa and Mrs Devota Lupaa, and Venerable Canon Stephen 

Taylor from Canterbury Diocese. 

Partnership working continues to be a positive aspect of St Mary’s life. Through Norton Pockets of 

Nature Partnership repairs were made to the churchyard steps & trees maintained. The Love Norton 

Advent Window trail was superbly led by Louise Bradley & Mary Rawson promoted and assisted by 

Stockton Council, our Ward Councillors Steve Nelson & Lisa Evans, local schools, uniformed 

organisations, and supported by local businesses. Thanks to Louise and a wealth of volunteers, 

fantastic income generating & social events such as the summer fair & Christmas fair have been hugely 

successful. The St Mary’s Beer Festival with Three Brothers Brewing in June 2022 attracted between 

1200-1500 people, some of whom returned to book weddings & baptisms or began exploring their 

faith and attending worship. 

St Mary’s choir has ably supported regular services & festivals faithfully led by Alex Fishburn, Diane 

Fisher has consistently decorated the church with beautiful flower displays for a plethora of weddings 

and festivals, and lan Saul as ‘Acting Treasurer’ has humbly managed our finances, pay roil and gift aid. 

Our Church Wardens, PCC members and PCC Secretary have worked hard in ensuring that risk 

assessments, health & safety, safeguarding and coordination of regular services have been sustained. 

In 2022 the PCC committed to a Parish Share contribution of £55,000, whilst allocating £7,500 

specifically for investment in future mission projects and seed-funding for Church growth-related 

work, 

PCC appointed Louise Priestman as our new Quinquennial Inspecting Architect who completed a QI 

inspection in June 2022. The PCC meets regularly and seeks to meet all its statutory obligations, with 

a steadfast commitment in prayer and the practical outworking of our ongoing vision at-St Mary’s 

Norton- “Connecting with God, Loving our Neighbour, and Making Christ Known...” 

5 Financial Review 

2022 was a year of departures — the new Treasurer left during the year and our tenant at the forge has 

moved out meaning a valuable source of income has now stopped. 

Partly driven by high energy costs, St Mary’s Church and Parish Hall recorded a deficit before 

depreciation of £4691. The Parish share was paid in full and remains by far the largest item of expense, 

accounting for over half of the routine work costs. 

The PCC does not hold any funds as custodian trustee. 
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