
Chair’s Annual Report for 2022- 2023 

The last year has been one in which we’ve largely recovered from the problems caused by the pandemic 
restrictions. Hall hirings overall have recovered to their pre-COVID levels and there has been an increase 
in private hirings. The creation of a specific fund-raising committee has proved a great success and 
throughout the year there have been a number of very successful events. The finances of the 
Association are sound and we are grateful to all who have worked hard to support these events, to all 
who have made donations and to the sectional organisations for their many contributions to running the 
Hall. Nevertheless, the year ahead presents financial challenges due to increasing operating costs and, in 
particular, to the alarming increases in the cost of gas and electricity. We regret that this has inevitably 
led to us having to increase room hiring charges. 

Over the year, we have continued to improve our facilities. We have updated and improved the sound 
system and we have renovated the floors of the main hall and the Avon room. The new canopy outside 
the Avon room has proved to be very useful, providing external seating space for café events (despite 
the conflict with the constructor concerning inadequate leak protection). We have continued to improve 
security by installing several new CCT cameras. Our Solar panel array continues to be working well and 
produces an effective annual income of over £3,000. All the interest-free loans towards the cost of 
installing panels have now been repaid. 

The biennial Saltford Village Festival was held from the 2nd to the 10th July and once again proved to be 
a great success, with good attendance at all the events. It differed from previous Festivals in that we did 
not this time hold an Old Village Day, having decided to hold the latter as a free-standing event in years 
alternating with the main Festival. 

The SCA has also continued to administer the Saltford Community Support Fund to provide what extra 
help we can provide, in particular to those who have suffered financially as a result of the pandemic. The 
fund has been made possible through the amazing generosity of local residents and enables provision of 
financial advice, assistance and support, and provision of employment assistance. The fund is being 
implemented through our partnership with Citizens’ Advice in BANES. With support from BANES and 
from the St Monica Trust we have also set up a monthly Coffee Club for elderly residents and this is 
proving to be very well-attended. This is in addition to the monthly Sunday afternoon teas that we 
continue to run for those who are on their own. 

The SCA continues to act as a focal point to assist in the welcoming of refugees from the war in Ukraine. 
At the Hall there are weekly Saturday morning English language classes and social gatherings for our 
visitors. Members of the community have been extremely generous in making and sorting donations of 
items needed by the visitors and giving their time to ensuring that they receive the help needed. 

2022 was the second year of the Santa Sleigh operation, which during the Christmas period collects 
large contributions for charity. In December, the amount raised for the Wallace and Gromit Grand 
Appeal was £1,216. 

The Saltford Post Office and Library Hub, which is a not-for-profit subsidiary of the SCA, has continued to 
be a much-valued asset in the community and the Post Office continues to receive an increasing amount 
of business, fully justifying its establishment in 2018. 

Looking ahead, our plans to construct a first-floor extension (so as to provide another medium-sized 
meeting room and adjoining bar area, more office space and an upstairs disabled toilet) are progressing 
and we are now awaiting the architectural and structural drawings in order to obtain quotations for the 
work. 



 










