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Chair’s Report for Friends of Steiner Academy Hereford  21 March 2016 

Oct 2014 to Sept 2015 

This has been a year of transition for Friends. Toni Fagan stepped down as Chair after many years of 

sterling service along with Caroline Bennet and Sarah Doyle, so we had three new officers take up 

posts of Chair, Secretary and Treasurer.  

However the wheel of fundraising events turns smoothly and  the  usual various fundraising activities 

were allocated to specific classes such as Bonfire Night for Class 5 and the Summer Fair for Class 4. 

Class 1 had another successful Easter Market. The market is now an established fundraiser. In 

keeping with the festivals Class 3 held a Harvest Supper, and in the early summer term class 2’s May 

Festival welcomed in the new season. The Advent Fair was held in the Shire Hall again despite 

building works taking place. Thanks once again to our resourceful community under the direction of 

Clare McGowan, assisted by Sue Parkinson 

We are blessed with a dynamic parent body and there have been a number of new initiatives at the 

school over the past year. The Friday Market was the brain child of Nada Meredith and out of this 

has come the Food Festival which was held in October of 2014. It was a great success incorporating 

informative talks on all matters of food and health providing a good foundation for  years of fairs to 

come. Thanks go to Rachel Wood , Nada Meredith and Juliet Ablett.   

The Advent Market was another new initiative which was held in Birch Hall the week after the 

Advent Fair. It proved to be a popular event and was well attended. 

 There was a very successful open mic night held by class 8 which combined  pizzas and music by 

former pupils. Class 10 cabaret,  which was cancelled the year before, did go ahead this year and was 

an enjoyable night but was poorly attended. 

Arts Alive events continue to be supported by various classes providing refreshments. It was another 

successful year for open day. This year Open Day was successfully held alongside a Celebration of 

Work and numbers attending were way up on the previous year, and proved to be a good fundraiser 

on the catering side. 

Friends provided catering and children’s activities for the Garden Festival at Hellens Manor in June. 

There was some doubt about whether there would be the energy amongst parents to undertake this 

year, but a team lead by Jo Ockwell and Alice Adcock put in a lot of work and the weekend was a 

very successful fundraiser for the school helped along by the wonderful weather over the two days. 

The donation scheme continues to be supported by approximately a third of parents with whatever 

they can afford, amounts ranging from £5 to £90 a month. The important point being that it is 

regular amount that can be relied upon for budgeting purposes. We now have Mel Whitehead 

spending one day a week on administering the scheme. Thanks as ever to all Parents who 

contribute. It is recognised that we need to constantly engage with all parents, new and old, 

stressing the importance of these contributions for the school and the richness of our children’s’ 

education.  



Friends have also been working with Brendan O’Keefe, the business manager, on encouraging those 

eligible for free school meals to make applications as this attracts significant additional funding for 6 

years after first successful claim.  

The allocation of fundraised money was kept at 80% to school, 15% emergency funds and 5% to 

other Steiner education initiatives, although during this financial year no funds were allocated to any 

other projects. Friends continues to retain funds for the option of supporting an emergency or 

supporting other Steiner Education projects. As agreed, £12,000 was donated from Friends funds 

towards the school, from fundraising activities. Gifts made by parents, and the gift aid, are donated 

to school on a quarterly basis. The Charity Checkout account has the capacity to raise funds online, 

both for the school and external charities if we so choose. 

Most classes managed to achieve their fundraising targets at £500 per class and £1000 by 

Kindergarten, and it was agreed that these targets (to be donated to school) would be met before 

classes fundraised for individual class projects.  

Classes continue to  provide food for Workdays, although on a reduced basis, one a term and a 

Monday morning for those unable to make the Saturday. We thank everyone for their much 

appreciated participation in this contribution to supporting the community spirit and beautiful 

grounds.  

Class Reps continued to be run as a crucial link between classes, parents and Friends, a sometimes 

endless task of involving parents in the needs of their individual classes and the perpetual 

fundraising. Often class reps reported the difficulties of engaging parents in their classes for various 

class activities and they need strong support from the parents of each class. Thanks go to Helena 

Trethowan, class rep lead, and all the class reps for the invaluable work they do.  

Friends took a more proactive role in meeting with prospective new parents at open days and 

mornings with the intention of not only answering questions but also stressing  that  parents are 

expected to get involved  in all aspects of the school as much as they possibly can, as this not only 

supports the school but importantly the experience of the child through their educational journey. 

To this end a leaflet was produced and Friends presence has been incorporated in to the day with 

display boards and a couple of people present.   

Thank you once again to the tireless efforts of those parents who throw themselves into the healthy 

social life of our school and to our committee for their ongoing support  and to the new people who 

have stepped up to take Friends forward.  

Mike Young (Chair) 


