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In 2015 we have continued to develop our Church as a place of Christian worship and a hub for a
wide range of Community activities. The Food Bank, Café Oasis and Advance Credit Union
collection point have operated throughout the year. Moreover in September 2015, thanks to start-
up funding from the national and regional United Reformed Church, we established a Parish Nurse
service; based on our church premises but serving the whole community.

During the year we carried out a major refurbishment of the Church Centre by replacing old metal
framed, single glazed windows with modern double glazed units. This considerably improved the
energy efficiency in that part of the building and reduced maintenance costs. The cost of the work
was generously supported by Sutton Coldfield Charitable Trust and the Joseph Scott Trust.
Church membership increased to 144 and numbers attending the main Church Services on
Sundays and Tuesdays remained fairly constant at approx.100 and 25 respectively.

During the year we hosted two special Church services on behalf of the West Midlands URC
Synod — in July the retirement service for the Synod Moderator the Rev'd Roy Lowes and in
September we hosted the Induction Service for his successor the Rev'd Steve Faber.

In October 2015 a group from the Church under the auspices of the Vine Trust spent two-weeks in
Tanzania working on a project to build homes for people in poorer rural communities. Funds for
this trip and the project had been raised by the Church during 2014 and 2015.

The Church continued to host a wide range of groups, activities and events on the premises
including Scouts, Guides, etc.; The University of the Third Age and a range of concerts and
meetings for community groups.

Governance

Elders’ Meetings took place each month and a Church Meeting was held every two months.
Moving the Church Meeting to a Sunday immediately after the morning service greatly improved
attendance and participation. In addition meetings of the Church Life committee, Finance &
Property committee, Café Oasis Management committee, Church Communications Group and
Pastoral Group took place on a regular basis. As is our practice, all significant decisions were
made after discussion at the relevant committee, the Elders’ Meeting and where appropriate
Church Meeting.

Plans

In 2016 the Church intends to continue to maintain and improve its buildings for the benefit of the
congregation and the local community and to consider other ways in which it can develop its
mission in Sutton Coldfield.
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