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REVIEW FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER 2016  
 
As Chief Executive Officer I am pleased to present the Trustees’  

Annual Report together with the financial statements of Freedom Charity.  

 
 

FREEDOM’S SUCCESS 
 

Welcome to Freedom’s report and end of year review for 2016 

 

As you may have noticed we have a new logo and have rebranded our image. This is 

reflected in our newly designed website, which is easier to navigate and has more relevant 

information about our work which helps teachers and professionals. 

  

This year has been very special as we have seen the publication of a new novel on Female 

Genital Mutilation (FGM) by Aneeta Prem. This is the first novel of its kind aimed at 

children and teenagers.  

 

We have had funding from the Forced Marriage Unit for a couple of projects. The majority of 

this is to continue with our work on our education programme. 

 

We received funding from the Department of Education for continuing our work on Forced 

Marriage in schools and colleges. 

 

Over the year we have visited even 

more schools, colleges and 

universities and delivered training 

and assemblies to students, staff 

and professionals.  We have 

donated thousands of copies of ‘But 

It’s Not Fair’ to schools and 

children throughout the UK.  

 

Continuing from last year on the 

three areas of our work: 

communication, education and 

influencing: 
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COMMUNICATION  
PRINTED  AND E-MEDIA  
 

We have  rebranded our logo and 

have been working on the website to 

make it easier to navigate and have 

sections for teachers, professionals 

and easier ways to donate online. 

 

 

 

‘Cut Flowers’, a new novel on FGM 

was printed in June 2016.   

We were honoured to have the actress Miriam Margolyes write a fantastic passionate 

Forward for the book.  Miriam was kind enough to attend the launch at the House of 

Commons in the summer which was hosted by the Secretary of State for Education, Justine 

Greening. School children and teachers from around the country and donors were invited to 

the book launch. The Minister was supportive of the work we were planning to deliver on 

FGM. There was moving speech from an FGM survivor who shared her story and moved the 

audience to tears.  

 

 
 

To work alongside the book in schools we partnered with the PSHE Association to ensure 

that our lesson plans on FGM were accredited. 

We have updated all our other accredited lesson plans on Forced Marriage, so we now have 

great resources for schools to assist them to tackle sensitive topics. 

  

We are still distributing our first novel ‘But It’s Not Fair’,over 44,000 copies of which have 

been donated to schools and colleges. 
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EDUCATION 
 

When the PSHE Association announced the Freedom lesson plans for FGM on their mail 

shot to teachers we had over 150 requests from schools around the UK, not only for the 

lesson plans but also staff training and assemblies and talks. We know this is an area we can 

deliver successfully, going on from our schievements in Forced Marriage. 

 

 

During this year we have performed a record number of visits to schools, colleges and 

universities nationally. 

We have been invited back to some of the schools we visited last year, but the vast majority 

have been new school visits.    

 

 
TRAINING PROFESSIONALS 
 

 

In July and August  2016 we were invited to deliver training to  key NHS  staff i.e. GP’s, 

midwifes and staff nurses on Forced Marriage and FGM. These events were highly 

successful and the feedback from the staff was excellent. Most did not know the difference 

between an arranged and Forced 

Marriage before the talks. They all felt 

they were more confident to know what 

the signs of Forced Marriage were and 

where they could go to report it.     

 

Freedom has been involved with key 

conference organisers in the last year 

and we were invited to deliver talks by 

events run by the Capita Conference and 

Optima and the PSHE Association as 

Freedom is recognised as the leader in 

the field of Forced Marriage. Aneeta was 

once again invited to Chair their conference on Forced Marriage this year. This has become 

an annual event with Freedom being consulted on who the guest speakers should be and the 

topics and format of the conference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INFLUENCING  
 

Freedom is  continuing to work with the Home Office and Foreign Office and has been 

invited to comment  on human rights abuses on national news channels throughout the year . 
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LOOKING FORWARD  

 

Following the successful launch of the second book ‘Cut Flowers’, Aneeta has been 

approached to write a third novel on radicalisation and its prevention, which is affecting 

young people in schools, colleges and universities around the country to help prevent 

children and young people who are in danger of being radicalised in the UK.  Work on the 

new novel is due to start in early 2017 and will hopefully be ready for print in the summer of 

2017 and ready to distribute in autumn 2017. 

We will work to ensure our lesson plans and teaching materials are accredited so teachers can 

be confident to use them in the classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


