














Trustees' Annual Report for the period
 

 From Period start date To Period end date  
  01 01 2016  31 12 2016  

 
Section A                        Reference and administration details
 

Charity name READING SPIRITUALIST CHURCH

 
Other names charity is known by  

 
Registered charity number (if any) 1159970  

 
Charity's principal address 81 BAKER STREET

 READING

  

 Postcode RG1 7XY

 

 Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity

 Trustee name Office (if any) Dates acted if not for whole
year

Name of person (or body) entitled to
appoint trustee (if any)

1 Helen Shearer Secretary/Treasurer April 2016 Annual General Meeting

2 Judith Ford President April 2016      

3
Jill Pickett Vice President

Membership Secretary
April 2016  

4 Pam Giles Steward April 2016  

5 Susan Lamb Membership Secretary April 2016  

6 Dan Macdonald Librarian November 2016  

7
Brenda Dean Church Representative

&
Trust Representative

April 2016  

8
Andy Dean Vice President

Church Representative
April 2016  

9
David Dunford Maintenance

It & Social Media
April 2016  



10 Dawn Ilsley Steward April 2016  

11
Evey Weinling Healing Leader Voted on April 2016

Resigned September
Reading Church Committee

12 Trevor Hitchman Healing Leader September 2-16  
13 Lynn Formstone Committee Member April 2016  
14 Trudie Lewis Committee Member April 2016  
15 Jacqui Winslade Committee Member April 2016  
16 Roemary Polden Committee Member April 2016  
17 Susan Ellis Education April 2016 Co-opted

     

     

     

 Names of the trustees for the charity, if any, (for example, any custodian trustees)

 Name      Dates

 Helen Shearer Aprl 2016

   

   

 

Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information)

Type of adviser Name Address

Minister Peter Kent 42 Delaware road Reading RG6 1AP

Spiritual. National.        
 Union

West London District
        Council

No address officer’s addresses used

       

   

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information)

Officers: Jill Pickett   Judith Ford   Andrew Dean     Helen Shearer

 

 Section B              Structure, governance
and management

 

 



Description of the charity’s trusts

Type of governing
document  

(eg. trust deed,
constitution)

Spiritualist National Union Rule Book and Bye Laws

How the charity is
constituted 

(eg. trust, association,
company)

16 trustee positions on the committee (one person sometimes commits to
two jobs this reduces this number)

Trustee selection
methods 

(eg. appointed by,
elected by)

Nominated by full members, voted onto the committee at the Annual
General Meeting

Co-option for vacant positions post AGM

Additional governance issues (Optional information)

You may choose to
include additional
information, where
relevant, about:

• policies and
procedures
adopted for the
induction and
training of
trustees;

• the charity’s
organisational
structure and any
wider network
with which the
charity works;

• relationship with
any related
parties;

• Trustees’
consideration of
major risks and
the system and
procedures to
manage them.

 

 

 

 

Spiritual National Union

Coaching from long standing Trustees

Information sharing at monthly meetings

First Aid Courses

 

Spiritual National Union Governing body

West London District Council

SNU National Warden

Refer to Spiritualist National Union Rule Book

 

Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults and Children

Health and Safety Band Risk Assessment specific responsibility of one
officer. Fire procedure and safety system. Maintenance Officer.

First Aider present for every service



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section C                    Objectives and activities
 

Summary of the objects of the
charity set out in its governing
document

To promote the Religion and Religious Philosophy of Spiritualism as based
on the seven principles
To acquire perfect religious equality
To assist in the formation of New societies and churches
To strengthen the fraternal relations between spiritualists
To increase all classes of membership
To print publish and distribute literature
To promote mission work
To do all such lawful things which are for the advancement of spiritualism

Summary of the main activities
undertaken for the public
benefit in relation to these
objects(include within this
section the statutory declaration
that the trustees have the
regard to the guidance issued
by the Charity Commission on
public benefit)

 
Charity run by Trustees and Volunteers no one gets paid.
Main object of the charity:
Keep the church open to provide church services.
Development within spiritualism for each person attending the church.
Provide Spiritual Healing by trained Healers and to provide training to the
trainee Healers
Training courses for personal development within the religion access
through the Spiritual National Union our governing body
Trustees have access to the Charity Commission
Fund Raising is very necessary to keep the church going heating and
maintenance etc.,allowing the church to be open and available to the
general public.
Services designed so that those not looking for a “religion” can access
pastoral support
Weddings
Funerals

 



Additional details of objectives and activities (Optional information)

 

You may choose to include
further statements, where relevant,
about:

• policy on grantmaking;

• policy programme related
investment;

• Contribution made by volunteers.

 
Contribution made by volunteers: The Charity would not function as all our
workers and helpers are volunteers The Charity is run following the SNU
policies by a committee now referred to as the Trustees.

 
Introduced a Scholarship: Kent Scholarship supporting financially a Trainee
Healer for the two years training course
Investment with the SNU Trust Fund
Stared  Friends of York Lodge this involves members of the church forming
a group who are committed to helping the Trustees to run the church and
developement

 

Section D                      Achievements and performance
 

Summary of the main
achievements of the charity
during the year

 

A significant increase in membership of the church.

 
The importance and growth within the church has been a focal point this
year with closed circles increasing and a fledgling program launched b

 
Coffee mornings particularly in its new format, continue to be popular in
spite of difficulties in booking mediums.

 
A hugely successful “Dinner with Spirit” which by popular demand will see 2
events during 2016

 
3 -additional Chairpersons have been trained up for service.

 
A great deal of work has gone into preparing the church to function as a
charity, as requested by the Spiritual National Union and the Committee
has many responsibilities being Trustees of the Charity.

 
The church and grounds have needed a great deal of investment (by law
work generated by risk assessments) this year to maintain it and to provide
for the years to come. We have managed to do this out of income
generated by church activities and donations

 
The Kent Scholarship fund the training continues to fund one healer per
year. (the name is in recognition of Minister Peter Kent’s’ incredible
dedication to spirit and the church over 49 years)

 
We have continued with our support to the Churches in Reading drop in
centre by donations and contributions of food from the congregation. This
charity gives help to people in the Reading area who are struggling and in
great need.

 
A Donation to the Two Worlds spiritual magazine to help with the cost of
publication.



Daisy’s Dream a local charity for children has been included this year

 

Section E                    Financial review
 

Brief statement of the charity’s
policy on reserves  

S.N.U. policy

Details of any funds materially
in deficit  Nil

Further financial review details (Optional information)

You may choose to include
additional information, where
relevant about:

• the charity’s principal sources of
funds (including any
fundraising);

• how expenditure has supported
the key objectives of the
charity;

• Investment policy and objectives
including any ethical
investment policy adopted.

The principle source of funds comes from donations

 
Funds are necessary to keep the church open and functioning e.g. publicity,
general maintenance of a listed building, training, heating, cleaning
providing support for all our members and visitors

Fundraising is a necessity to keep the church in good repair and pay utility
bills etc.

 

To increase all classes of membership

To do all such lawful things as are for the advancement of Spiritualism

To print, publish, and distribute literature

Go to West London District meetings 4 per year

To send our two representatives to the SNU Annual General meeting where
changes in policy and statements are discussed and voted on.

Investments with the SNU Trust fund which can be loaned to assist other
churches within spiritualism



 

Section F                     Other optional information
 
 

 

Section G                    Declaration
The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.

 

Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

Signature(s)   

 

Full name(s) Helen Shearer  

 
Position (eg Secretary, Chair,

etc)
Secretary  

 
Date July 30th 2017  

 

TAR 6 March 2012


