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As	our	Centenary	will	be	in	2018	we	began	the	year	by	establishing	an	ad-hoc	group	to	plan	events	
for	2018	and	also	to	organise	fund-raising	events	in	2017	to	raise	money	for	specific	centenary	
items.		This	together	with	all	the	usual	activities	that	go	on	in	our	WI	has	meant	a	really	busy	year.			
Our	membership	currently	stands	at	94	full	members	and	3	dual	members		and	our	average	
attendance	is	60	excluding	visitors	who	come	along	each	month	and	we	have	had		16	new	members	
this	year.		We	were	also	delighted	to	recruit	three	new	members	on	to	our	Committee.	

We	have	continued	to	support	the	Federation	activities	with	members	attending	Craft	Days,	ACWW	
Lunch,	Autumn	Days,	Winter	Event	and	Taste	of	South	America.			We	joined	with	Detling	WI	for	their	
Fashion	Show	and	had	a	really	lovely	outing	to	Windsor	organised	by	them.		We	rose	to	the	District	
£10	Challenge	for	Denman	and	ACWW		and	members	were	asked	to	donate	to	Denman	each	month.			
This	year	the	Craft	Group	were	asked	to	provide	items	for	the	Display	Cabinet	at	Ethel	Hunt	Lodge	on	
behalf	of	North	Downs	District	which	was	displayed	there	for	three	months.		Several	of	our	members		
helped	with	teas	at	the	Old	Thyme	Musical	Hall	in	October	organised	by	the	Bearsted	Parish	Council	
for	older	people	in	the	area	and	our	Craft	Group	have	made	63	dementia	muffs	for	Maidstone	
Hospital	to	help	people	with	dementia	feel	less	agitated.			Once	again	we	had	a	stall	at	Bearsted	&	
Thurnham	Fayre	and	won	second	prize	for	the	best	dressed	stall.				We	have	raised	the	money	via	
Kent	County	Council	to	install	a	Defibrillator	in	WI	Hall	and	training	has	been	given	to	members	and	
other	hirers.	

In	order	to	help	New	Members	find	out	more	about	the	activities	in	our	WI	we	set	aside	part	of	our	
July	meeting	where	all	the	group	leaders	were	available	to	talk	about	their	activity.		The	outings	this	
year	have	been	to	Brighton	Pavilion,	an	evening	at	the	Hazlitt	Theatre	to	see	“Sweet	Charity”,	and	
the	Gardening	Group	have	visited	Hyde	Hall,	and	Hadlow	College	garden.				In	November	we	
organised	a	Cookery	Demonstration	by	Julia	Davis	to	get	us	in	the	mood	for	Christmas	and	were	
please	that	so	many	of	the	WIs	in	the	District	came.				Our	Christmas	Party	organised	by	our	new	
members	on	the	Committee	was	a	huge	success	and	much	enjoyed	by	all.	

Our	Speakers	have	been	wide	ranging	and	varied.			A	talk	by	the	Weald	of	Kent	Hospice	was	very	
informative,	My	life	as	a	Tiller	Girl	was	great	fun,	and	others	have	included	Age	UK	Befriending,	
Mudlarking	in	the	Thames	and	Antonia	Gallop	entertained	us	with	her	tales	of	“Travelling	round	
India	on	a	Motor	Bike”.					The	Art	Group	organised	two	Watercolour	workshops	and	we	were	all	
delighted	at	what	we	produced.			The	Gardening	Group	has	organised	trips	to	gardens,	garden	
centres	and	plant	sales.		The	Walking	Group	continues	each	month	finding	ever	more	interesting	
paths	around	our	area.		The	Mah-Jong	and	Whist	groups	continue	to	keep	people’s	brains	active.		
The	three	book	groups	have	continued	to	provide	us	with	entertaining	and	challenging	reading.						
Members	now	take	it	in	turns	to	organise	the	Lunch	Club	and	Pudding	Club.				Once	again	our	Drama	
Group	entertained	us	at	our	Annual	meeting	with	synchronised	swimming	and	again	at	our	social	
time	in	November	with	a	Murder,	Mystery	play.				More	recently	one	of	our	members	has	produced	
a	“Take	Away”	sheet	each	month	which	includes	recipes,	tips,	crossword	puzzle	and	word	search	for	
members	to	take	home	and	read.			All	of	these	activities	would	not	be	possible	without	the	members	
who	kindly	volunteer	to	organise	them	for	which	we	say	a	big	thank	you.	

	


