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Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity 

Maximising potential for under 5’s with Cerebral Palsy 
and other motor learning difficulties 

 

We are dedicated to supporting families with children under 5 years old with cerebral palsy and other 

motor‐learning difficulties.  Our Charity was created to give very special children a place where they can 

learn and thrive in a warm, supportive setting that understands their unique journey.  Through our early 

intervention service, that is based upon the principles of Conductive Education, and our parents support 

network, we work alongside our families to give their young children the best possible start in life, so that 

they can realise their full potential.   

 

“Early intervention is key to helping young children with cerebral palsy and other motor learning 

conditions gain a solid base from which they can develop their independence and self‐esteem in 

later life.  This is why I was determined to ensure this service could continue in my home county of 

West Sussex and support families from across the South East.” 

 

“I am so proud of how far the Charity has come and all the work it does to support our families.  It 

makes it all worthwhile when the children we have helped get in touch to tell us what they are 

doing and achieving as adults.” – Dame Vera Lynn, CH DBE LLD M Mus, Charity President  

 

During this financial year, Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity underwent a number of significant changes in 

key partnerships, service offering and location.    In order to continue providing our vital early  intervention 

service to families in a more sustainable way, the Board of Trustees of the Charity reached an agreement with 

Scope in June 2016 to formally bring to an end our longstanding collaboration on the School for Parents at 

Ingfield Manor School.  The Charity was established in 2001 when Scope announced that it would be unable 

to  continue  funding  their  network  of  early  intervention  services  (Schools  for  Parents)  up  and  down  the 

country including at Ingfield Manor, West Sussex.  Dame Vera stepped in to ensure that this service at Ingfield 

Manor did not close.  Over the last 15 years, the Charity raised funds to continue the service and continued 

to  fund  Scope  staff  to  directly  deliver  the  service  at  Ingfield Manor.   While  Scope  provided  an  excellent 

service, over the ensuing years, not only did the costs of this service become prohibitive, but also Scope’s 

mission and ours began to diverge.  Scope became pan‐disability focused.  Our collaboration with them also 

made pursuing certain large trust/foundation funding impossible.   
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By  the  close  of  2016,  the  Charity  had moved  from  its  purpose  built  facility  at  Ingfield Manor  School  to 

premises in Cuckfield, allowing easier access for a wider geographic base of families.  

 

 

By February 2017, after some refurbishments to ensure the facility was accessible, the Charity again opened 

its  doors  to  families  and  began  offering  early  intervention  sessions  with  trained  early  years  specialist 

conducting staff (e.g. trained to deliver Conductive Education).  In moving, the Charity also took the decision 

to  gift  all  its  equipment  and  furniture  to  Scope  in  thanks  for  the  service  that  they  had  provided  to  the 

hundreds of families who had attended the School for Parents since 2001.  As a result, the move to Cuckfield 

offered the Charity a completely fresh start.   

 

The Charity has now successfully raised funding to finance the necessary refurbishment, purchase Conductive 

Education furniture, as well as sensory and assistive technology and educational resources.   Subsequent to 

the end of this financial year, the Charity has also hired a Head of Service to oversee a much broader range 

of family services, as well as hiring a Conductor.     Over the summer 2017, the Charity also began offering 

music therapy and dedicated swimming sessions as well as sensory and messy play drop‐in mornings to our 

families and is now able to provide a year‐long calendar of sessions rather than only in term time.     

 

“Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity has a superb centre with fabulous equipment and a conductor 

who plans a varied and challenging programme designed to stimulate, motivate and progress.  I 

feel  that we will meet many  interesting people  through the coffee mornings and talks  that will 

inspire and motive us to empower Joey!” – Dawn Bean, new Cuckfield Centre parent  
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Report from the  
Chair of Trustees 

 

 

The wonderful and varied celebrations of Dame Vera’s 100th birthday in March capped off what has been a 

most extraordinary period for this Charity, which I am pleased to report has been able to safely navigate 

through a frustrating few years – not only were we hit by the economic climate, but the reach of our service 

had diminished as was our ability to fundraise from large trusts and foundations.   Our determination to 

continue supporting families affected by cerebral palsy and other motor learning difficulties enabled us to 

take some bold decisions.  We managed a smooth transition away from our longstanding collaboration with 

Scope at Ingfield Manor School, and are now in a bright and vibrant new home.  Thanks not only to a 

substantial legacy but also an invigorated supporter base in and around our new home in Cuckfield, we 

have managed to start the 2017 – 2018 financial year with much greater confidence in our future as well as 

a much bolder vision for our service offering.   

 

The birthday celebrations in March have highlighted not only how much Dame Vera means to the nation, 

but also how much her determined spirit has meant to our families, not just in 2001, but today as well.  She 

remains a significant part of this Charity’s ethos, and it is directly thanks to her efforts that well over 500 

families in the Southeast have received the support and attention they so need.   

 

None of what we have achieved over the past year would have been possible without the amazing people 

at the Charity.  Pilar and her team have worked relentlessly under difficult conditions with the move, and I 

cannot thank them enough, without their willingness and enthusiasm we would not have made this 

transition so successful. Then there are the Trustees, both present and past, who have worked tirelessly for 

the good of the Charity and given of their time freely and good heartedly to achieve some great things.  I 

am pleased that the Board of Trustees was able to welcome a number of new trustees this past year, 

including Phil Ward, our new Treasurer, Deborah Hay and Linzi Roberts.  I wish everyone the best for the 

future. 
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When we set out on this journey three years ago, we had some clear objectives in mind, and I am pleased 

and pleasantly surprised to find us in a position whereby we have achieved all of them with some fantastic 

results.  We have recovered our financial position, are in a new home with money in the bank and a strong 

team ready to lead the way.  

As my tenure as Chairman and as a Trustee of the Charity comes to an end, I am confident that the Charity 

is in safe hands and look forward to hearing of its continued, and new good work. 

Steve Flory 
Chair of the Board of Trustees 
September 2017 
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Trustees’ Report 

Our Services 
We provide an early intervention service for children under 5 years of age with motor learning disabilities 

that gives strong practical support and advice to parents and carers.  Our service follows the principles of 

Conductive Education which is an educational programme to help children develop posture, muscle tone 

and movement patterns that will form the bedrock of life skills to enable them to achieve independence in 

later life.   

Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity provides a safe and welcoming environment for parents to come to 

learn alongside their children. The Charity uses an inclusive approach that focuses on the development of a 

child’s personality and lifestyle; this is achieved by learning through play and supportive physical techniques 

to unlock the child’s inner strength. Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity specialises in supporting children 

with cerebral palsy and other motor learning impairments. 

Cerebral Palsy affects more than 30,000 children in the UK. These children cover a broad spectrum of 

disability as this is a condition resulting from an injury to the brain. This injury could happen at any time 

from pre‐birth to a child’s second birthday and can lead to a life with severe delays in the development of 

cognitive skills, gross and fine motor skills, and speech and communication skills.  

The service which Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity now provides at its new Centre in Cuckfield welcomes 

young children (up to the age of 5) at different ages and stages of learning.  Every child is assessed on 

admittance to the service and individual objectives and goals agreed with the parents and reviewed every 6 

weeks.  Families are offered either a weekly one‐on‐one session or a small group session which is age and 

ability appropriate working with our specially trained staff in Conductive Education.  Throughout each 

session, the focus is on achieving success and providing the security of routine whilst incorporating activities 

and themes from the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum.  Children learn with and through their 

parents using songs, art, games and movement.  Each group session has had a maximum of 6 children 

working with one parent/carer per child.   

The Charity’s skilled team delivers sessions that address all aspects of the child’s development involving 

weekly themes to evoke the child’s interest and motivation and therefore building their capacity to learn.   
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The sessions have been carefully planned to increase the child’s physical abilities and help with simple life 

skills, such as feeding, dressing and drinking, all emanating from movement, control and posture, alongside 

developing communication and social skills.   Each session includes the security of routine tasks to teach the 

skills that come naturally through maturation and development to children without disabilities, helping 

each child to acquire those daily living skills.   

Our service team use a ‘total’ communication approach combining verbal communication, gestures, 

symbols, objects of reference, Makaton signing and voice output devices, such as simple button switches.  

The small groups facilitate time for each child to communicate, learn from others and promote interaction 

between children.   Moreover, the Charity’s service also now incorporates the use of both sensory and 

assistive technology, such as a Magic Carpet (purchased by funds raised for Dame Vera’s 100th birthday 

appeal) and Sensory Room (funded through a corporate sponsor and added in September 2017).  The 

addition of this new technology provides safe motivation for our children to try new and often difficult for 

them activities. 

Since opening its new Centre in Cuckfield, the Charity has also been able to broaden the range of services it 

is able to offer families.   The Charity’s service staff have worked in consultation with our families in order to 

select the most appropriate and effective offering.    In April 2017, the Charity began offering weekly drop in 

messy and sensory play sessions as well as parent support meetings, and over the summer 2017, the 

Charity’s service offering expanded to include weekly music therapy (on site) and swimming sessions 

designed specifically for our families and held in a private hydro pool near Horsham.   

Objectives and activities  
The principal objectives of Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity as formally recorded by the Charity 

Commission are: “to provide education and other relevant related services to children with cerebral palsy 

and associated disabilities, and their parents and carers.” 

Our objective is to improve our children’s future opportunities in education, employment and independent 

living by increasing their mobility and fine motor skills, improving their communication skills and developing 

their daily living skills.  The support we are able to offer our families helps them understand their child’s 

abilities, celebrate their achievements and ensures that our parents are better able to assess and address 

their child’s future needs and learn how best to support their child and apply that learning at home. 
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Achievements and performance 
To demonstrate the effectives of early intervention, two key indicators are improvement in the overall 

family’s well‐being as well as the child’s next educational placement.   Historically, 50% of our children have 

transitioned into mainstream at the point they reach statutory school age and 97% of our families have said 

that they felt the Charity had helped and enabled them to feel stronger and more confident.   

“I can hand on heart say that if we hadn't have gone to Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity, I think 
I would have had a breakdown as I just couldn't process what had happened.  The Charity saved 
us. Gave me the comfort of not feeling alone, armed with knowledge and helped me understand 
it wasn't my fault and life does go on.   If it's the only thing you do, call the Charity; they will 
change your life around!” – Stacey Jones, parent who attended at Ingfield Manor School and at 
Cuckfield. 

We use case studies to reinforce the detail of our impact to the beneficiaries and they are available for 

funders.  For example, two of our School for Parents graduates represented Great Britain at the 2016 Rio 

Paralympics: Olivia Breen and Abbie Hunnisett, as well as competed for Team GB at the recent World 

Championships in London in July 2017.  Both young women and their families are passionate advocates for 

the benefits of Conductive Education and have spoken about the positive impact it has had on their lives, 

and we are fortunate to have both as Ambassadors for the Charity.   
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Public benefit  
In establishing the annual objectives and activities which fulfil the Charity’s overall aims, the Trustees have 

regard to the principles of public benefit at all times. The Trustees are aware of and have received copies of 

the Charity Commission’s guidance regarding Public Benefit and have taken it into account, where relevant, 

in their planning and decision making.  

As  a main provider  of  Conductive  Education  for  the under  5s  in  south  east  England, many  families  have 

travelled  long distances to attend our service.  Children with cerebral palsy struggle to  learn fundamental 

skills, they do not have the typical early experiences of their peers because of their disabilities, often excluded 

from  everyday  activities  in  their  communities  and  with  limited  opportunities  for  socialisation  and 

integration.  These children are at risk of isolation.  Too many children with cerebral palsy are being failed by 

provision that is fragmented and under‐funded.  Too few children receive the early and intensive intervention 

that can enable their full life potential.  The early intervention provided by Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity 

is  a  high  yielding  social  investment,  delivering  positive  outcomes  for  those  children  and  their 

families:  physical and emotional health and wellbeing, lower levels of stress, improved social development 

and a reduced need for more complex and costly interventions in later life.  Early support and motivation in 

developing  their  independence  skills are  crucial  in  aiding more  children with cerebral palsy  to be able  to 

attend mainstream schools.  
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Future Years 
The Charity is now focused on increasing the number of families with very young children with cerebral 

palsy and other motor learning impairments that it supports and expanding the range of services that it is 

able to offer to these families.    At the heart of what we do remains our early intervention service for our 

families.  We know and can demonstrate the importance of Conductive Education during these early 

formative years for the future development and independence of each child.   In working in partnership 

with our families, we also know that they need additional support and access to a wider range of therapies 

such as music, swimming, and yoga – all of which help their child to develop his or her communications and 

social skills as well as movement and confidence.  We also know that there are many other affected families 

who are not able to travel to us in Cuckfield, and so in working in partnership with Leatherhead Trinity 

Children Centre and Homestart Elmbridge, we will begin offering free group sessions for families in that 

area and ultimately hope to build similar partnerships within an hour’s drive of our centre.   Furthermore, 

the Charity is now in the process of fundraising to support an Outreach programme to offer support to our 

families in their own home as well as to support their child’s Nursery setting and to help that child to 

transition to their new school.  

Fundraising & investing in the future years 
The Charity has been overwhelmed this past year with the support it has received not only from 

longstanding donors but also from new ones within our new community of Cuckfield and the 

surrounding area.   In moving to Cuckfield, the Charity essentially has re‐started from scratch, and the 

Charity’s very small fundraising team has done an outstanding job of raising funds, spread across all the 

traditional income streams including: 

 Trusts & Foundations – provide 30% of our income.  We are proud to be associated with the

major funders including the Argus Appeal, Bernard Sunley, Gatwick Airport Community Trust,

Lloyd’s of London Charity Awards, Newman’s Own Foundation, Prince of Wales Charitable

Foundation, Screwfix Foundation, Sussex Community Foundation, Wellesley Charitable

Foundation, and Zochonis Charitable Trust, and look forward to again being associated with the

Henry Smith Foundation, Barbara Ward Children’s Foundation and The Garfield Weston

Foundation next year.  In this financial year, we were able to fundraise from a much broader

range of trusts and foundations, including a half dozen foundations who were able to provide

funding for us to undertake our refurbishment work, as well as purchase assistive and sensory

technology which the Charity has never before been able to deploy.
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 Because we were focused on establishing ourselves in new premises and hiring staff to deliver

these services, the Charity was not in a position to make applications for more substantial core

funding, and during the course of the year, we received no single grant in excess of £15,000.

Now that the Charity has rebuilt family numbers and has sufficient capital reserves, it will once

again pursue more substantial trust funding for our core charitable service.

 Community – Our thanks go out to everyone who has supported the Charity during the year,

including our regular donors and those individuals who have given support to our efforts.  We

also would like to thank all those who raise funds through their own events or taking part in

challenges such as the Brighton and London Marathons. Many of our service users and their

families get involved because they have firsthand experience of how valuable the Charity is,

but our thanks also go out to the many individuals and groups who fundraise by way of

introduction to the Charity.   This past year, we helped to celebrate Dame Vera’s 100th birthday

and we were privileged to have the support of the Mayors of Cuckfield and Haywards Heath

along with countless local businesses, community and sporting groups as well as schools to

help ensure that her legacy remains secure.

 Corporate – The support of so many local businesses is vital to our work, including their

participation in our Dame Vera 100th Birthday campaign for the Magic Carpet which raised a

total of £18,800.

 Events – Our major fundraising event held this year was the Arundel to Brighton challenge walk

in September 2016 in which over 70 individuals raised over £21,000.

We continue to rely entirely on voluntary donations.  

Armed for success ‐ Our fundraising challenge is to expand and improve our service offering

at our new home in Cuckfield, ensuring that we are able to help an expanding number of families in the 

Southeast.  If you would like to help and get involved, please contact the Fundraising team on 01444‐

473‐274. 
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Structure, Governance & 
Management 
Structure & Governance 
This report has been prepared under the provisions applicable to small companies. 

Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity is a Registered Charity, number 1089657. It is a Company, number 

4230409, limited by guarantee. The Charity is governed by its Memorandum and Articles of Association. The 

Trustees who served during the period were as listed on page 18.  

The directors of the company, who are also charity Trustees for the purposes of charity law, form the Board 

of Trustees. Two of the Trustees serve voluntarily as Treasurer and Company Secretary respectively. 

A full Board meeting is held six times during each period of 12 months (more frequently if the need arises) 

One Trustee is appointed as Chair and staff are invited to report on the service and fundraising activities.   

The budget is approved annually by the full Board of Trustees and is reviewed monthly.   

The minimum number of Trustees is three; there is no maximum and Trustees are appointed to serve for a 

term of three years. Prospective Trustees are required to complete an application form and declare any 

conflicts of interest. No person is appointed to serve as a Trustee unless recommended by the existing 

Trustees. New Trustees are introduced to the Board and briefed as necessary in all aspects of the Charity’s 

objectives and policies. Trustees are encouraged to seek training, as appropriate, also to observe and follow 

the requirements and guidelines set down by the Charity Commission. Trustees are DBS checked on their 

appointment and then at re‐appointment after three years. The Trustees have diverse professional 

backgrounds and some are also parents of children who have used the service. One Trustee serving in the 

year end 31 March 2017 was appointed in 2001, when the Charity was founded.   Three new Trustees were 

appointed at the 2017 AGM: Philip Ward, Deborah Hay and Linzi Roberts.    Don Newport resigned as 

Treasurer in December 2016, when Philip Ward assumed those responsibilities. 
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Risk Management  
The Trustees, together with staff, have implemented controls and procedures throughout the organisation 

to minimise external and internal risk and ensure a consistent, high quality of education and care for the 

children and appropriate working conditions for the staff.  

Risks have been identified to which the Charity is exposed and which might impact on the Charity’s ability to 

achieve its objectives. To mitigate those risks, policies and procedures have been established and they are 

designed  to  provide  reasonable,  but  not  absolute,  assurance against material mis‐statement or  loss.  The 

Trustees have established an ongoing process for identifying, evaluating and managing the Charity’s key risks. 

In particular there are procedures for:  

 Obtaining sufficient funding to provide for the needs of the Charity’s services

 Providing the capacity to meet the demand for services

 Ensuring that the Charity’s services meet required standards, including for safeguarding and well‐

being

 Avoiding actions that could damage the Charity's reputation

 Ensuring that the Fundraising staff and all Charity fundraising activities are fully compliant with all

Fundraising Regulator requirements, including those for general data protection

 Recruiting and retaining sufficient levels of skilled staff

 Providing adequate ICT systems and ensuring the protection and security of confidential information

 The overall management and development of systems and personnel

 Ensuring the provision of adequate levels of governance and operational control through its Trustees

and Senior Management

 Financial  reporting within  a  comprehensive planning  and accounting  framework,  and monitoring of

other risks which are identified and reported to the Trustees

The Trustees continue to monitor the risks and the effectiveness of the system of control that has been 

put in place by the Charity. 
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Management 
The Executive Manager is responsible for ensuring the delivery and standards of the service meet the 

objectives set out by the Trustees. During the financial period covered by this report, the Charity had a 

contractual agreement with the charity, Scope, to operate the service provision at the School for Parents at 

Ingfield Manor, West Sussex through the academic year 2015 – 2016 (e.g. through July 2016).  Through the 

period from April 2016 – July 2016, Scope was responsible for the provision of staff and delivering the 

service on a day‐to‐day basis but has had no role in the governance and/or management arrangements of 

the Charity.  Subsequent to that once the Charity was able to open its doors in Cuckfield to families in 

February 2017, the Charity took full responsibility for the staffing and delivery of its service provision.   

Financial Review 
The 2016 – 2017 financial year was a transitional one for the Charity.   Over the summer 2016, the Charity 

terminated its collaboration with Scope for the School for Parents service at Ingfield Manor School in order 

to ensure a more sustainable future for the Charity.  Under the terms of our termination, the Charity paid 

Scope a one off sum in full and final settlement, and there are no further financial obligations to Scope.  

Subsequent to that, the Charity had to locate new premises and moved to Cuckfield in late December.  

There were a number of significant one‐off costs in this period associated with the Charity’s move, 

refurbishment and kitting out of its new premises with Conductive Education furniture, assistive equipment 

and educational resources for our new premises.  Over the course of this financial year, the Charity was the 

beneficiary of two substantial legacies, and that along with a renewed interest in supporting the Charity’s 

new Centre and services, coupled with the 100th birthday celebrations for the Charity’s President and 

founder, helped put the Charity on a much more secure footing financially.  Throughout this period, the 

Charity has also focused on reducing its fundraising staff costs to ensure these are aligned with this 

transitional period.   

Performance and impact of subsidiary undertakings  
The subsidiary company, DVLT Trading Limited, was created when we opened our charity shop in 

Southwater, West Sussex, in December 2012.   As part of our overall financial review, the Board of Trustees 

voted to close the charity shop, which was completed in November 2015.   The Trading company is now 

dormant with no significant expenses incurred in this financial year.  
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Reserves policy 
The Charity is reliant on receiving funds from the community, trusts & foundations and to a limited extent, 

the interest arising from the deposited funds that are set aside to meet the financial commitments 

explained in this report. The main objective of the Trustees is to ensure the Charity has adequate funding to 

safeguard its daily activities, meet its financial obligations and commitments to the children, parents and 

staff.   By the end of this financial year, the Charity had significantly improved its cash reserves, ensuring 

that it had at least 6 months of operating costs in reserve. 

All funds are held in approved current and deposit accounts, including those managed by the Charities Aid 

Foundation, and positions are monitored closely to ensure that there is no unduly high exposure to any one 

financial institution. The Trustees continually monitor the cash position in order to ensure that the Charity 

always has sufficient funds to meet its obligations and are aware of the constant need to secure funding for 

future years.  

Post balance sheet events  
There were no significant material post balance sheet events. 

Preparation of the financial statements  

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the Statement of Recommended 

Practice “Accounting and Reporting by Charities” 2005, Companies Act 2006 and Charities Act 2011. 
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Trustees responsibilities in relation to the financial statements 

The Trustees, who are also the directors of Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity for the purpose of company 
law, are responsible for preparing the Trustees' Report and the accounts in accordance with applicable law 
and  United  Kingdom Accounting  Standards  (United  Kingdom Generally  Accepted  Accounting  Practice), 
including Financial Reporting Standard FRS102 ‘The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and 
Republic of Ireland’. 

Company law requires the Trustees to prepare accounts for each financial year which give a true and fair 

view of  the  state  of  affairs  of  the  charity  and of  the  incoming  resources  and  application  of  resources, 

including the income and expenditure, of the charitable company for that year. 

In preparing these accounts, the Trustees are required to: 

 select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

 observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP; 

 make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; and 

 prepare  the  accounts on  the  going  concern basis  unless  it  is  inappropriate  to  presume 

that  the  charity will continue in operation. 

The Trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that disclose with reasonable 

accuracy at any  time  the  financial  position  of  the  charity  and  enable  them  to  ensure  that  the  accounts 

comply  with  the Companies  Act  2006.  They  are  also  responsible  for  safeguarding  the  assets  of  the 

charity  and  hence  for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other 

irregularities. 

Approved by the Trustees on  2017 and signed on their behalf by: 

Steve Flory 
Chairman  

Date  25th September 2017
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I report on the accounts of the Charity for the year ended 31 March 2017, which are set out on pages 21 - 32. 

This report is made solely to the Charity’s trustees, as a body, in accordance with section 145 of the Charities Act 2011. 
My work has been undertaken so that I might state to the Charity’s trustees those matters that I am required to state to 
them in this report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, I do not accept or assume responsibility 
to anyone other than the Charity and the Charity’s trustees as a body, for my work, for this report, or for the opinions I 
have formed. 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 

The trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The trustees consider that an audit is not required for 
this year under section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 and that an independent examination is needed.  

Having satisfied myself that the Charity is not subject to audit under company law and is eligible for independent 
examination, it is my responsibility to:  

 examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Charities Act; 
 to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 

145(5)(b) of the 2011 Charities Act; and 
 to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of independent examiner’s report 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity Commission. An 
examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the Charity and a comparison of the accounts presented 
with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking 
explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the 
evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a 
'true and fair view' and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below.  

Prior year examination 

The independent examination of the accounts for the year to 31st March 2016 was conducted by Kreston Reeves LLP. 
No issues were highlighted in their report. 
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Independent examiner’s statement 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:  

(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:  

 to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act; and  
 to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the accounting 

requirements of the 2011 Charities Act, the Companies Act 2006 and with the methods and principles of 
the Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting and Reporting by Charities have not been met; or  

 to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts 
to be reached. 

Mr Jonathan Aikens ACCA, ACA 
Independent Examiner 
for and on behalf of Russell New Limited 
The Courtyard 
Shoreham Road 
Upper Beeding 
Steyning 
West Sussex 
BN44 3TN      

Signed: Dated: 3 October 2017 
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Unrestricted 
funds 

Restricted 
funds 

Total 
2017 

Total 
2016 

Income from: Notes £ £ £ £

Donations  3 280,427 - 280,427 300,507 

Charitable activities 4 97,636 32,645 130,281 136,790 

Other trading activities 5 33,872 - 33,872 65,450 

Investments 6 5 - 5 8

Total income 411,940 32,645 444,585 502,755 

Expenditure on: 7 
Raising funds 137,481 - 137,481 195,984 

Charitable activities 115,222 13,309 128,531 278,052 

Other - - - 6,531 

Total expenditure 252,703 13,309 266,012 480,567 

Net income 159,237 19,336 178,573 22,188 

Transfers between funds 17 7,393 (7,393) - -

Net movement in funds 166,630 11,943 178,573 22,188 

Fund balances at 1 April 2016 32,891 8,625 41,516 19,328 

Fund balances at 31 March 2017 199,521 20,568 220,089 41,516 

All activities are classed as continuing. There are no recognised gains or losses other than those reported on the 
Statement of Financial Activities. 
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2017 2016 

Notes £ £

Fixed assets

Tangible assets 13 7,270 1,267 

Investments 14 1 1

7,271 1,268 

Current Assets 

Stock 1,462 1,764 

Debtors 15 11,700 5,112 

Cash at bank and in hand 208,071 86,364 

221,233 93,240 

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 16 (8,415) (52,992) 

Net current assets 212,818 40,248 

Net assets 220,089 41,516 

Funds 18 

Unrestricted funds 199,521 32,891 

Restricted funds 17 20,568 8,625 

TOTAL FUNDS 220,089 41,516 

The trustees are satisfied that the company is entitled to audit exemption under section 477 of the Companies Act 
2006 and that no member or members have requested and audit pursuant to section 476 of the Act. 

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the special provisions of Part 15 of the Companies 
Act 2006 relating to small companies. 

The accounts were approved by the Board of Trustees on 25th September 2017. 

Company Registration No. 04230409



DAME VERA LYNN CHILDREN’S CHARITY  

(LIMITED BY GUARANTEE) 

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2017  

‐23‐ 
 

 

1 COMPANY INFORMATION 

Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity is a charitable company, limited by guarantee, registered in England and 
Wales. The charitable company’s registered number and registered office address can be found on the legal 
and administrative information page.  

 

2 ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

           The principal accounting policies adopted are as follows: 
 

2.1 Basis of accounting 

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities: 
Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the 
Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2015) 
– Charities SORP (FRS 102), and the Companies Act 2006.  

The Charity constitutes a public benefit entity as defined by FRS102. 
 

2.2 Preparation of the accounts on a going concern basis 
Having considered future budgets and cash flows, the trustees confirm that they have no material uncertainties 
about the entity’s ability to continue as a going concern for the foreseeable future. 
 

2.3 Consolidation 
The Charity and its subsidiary comprise a small group. The company has therefore taken advantage of the 
exemption provided by section 399 of the Companies Act 2006 and section 33 of the Statement of 
Recommended Practice not to prepare group accounts. 

 
2.4 Income 

All income is recognised once the Charity has entitlement to the income, it is probable that the income will be 
received and the amount of income can be measured reliably. 
 
Both grants and donations income are recognised when the Charity has entitlement to the funds, any 
performance conditions attached to the income stream have been met, it is probable that the income will be 
received and the amount can be measured reliably.  In the event that such income is subject to conditions that 
require a level of performance before the Charity is entitled to the funds, the income is deferred and not 
recognised until those conditions are fully met, or the fulfilment of those conditions is wholly within the control of 
the Charity and it is probable that those conditions will be fulfilled in the reporting period. 
 
Income from other trading activities includes ticket sales and other income from events organised directly by the 
Charity together with other income from the sale of Christmas cards and is recognised when the entitlement has 
occurred. 

 
Investment income is credited to income when it is receivable and the amount can be measured reliably by the 
Charity; this is normally upon notification of the interest paid or payable by the bank. 

 
2.5 Expenditure 

Expenditure is recognised on an accruals basis inclusive of any VAT which cannot be recovered. 
 
Support costs are those which assist the use of the Charity but do not directly represent charitable activities. They 
are incurred directly in support of expenditure on the objects of the Charity. Support costs are allocated on a basis 
consistent with use of resources. 
 
Governance costs include those incurred in the governance of the Charity and its assets and are primarily associated 
with constitutional and statutory requirements. These are included within support costs.
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2.6 Tangible fixed assets 
Purchases of over £500 are considered for capitalisation. 
 
Depreciation is provided as the following annual rates in order to write off each asset over its estimated useful 
life: 

                                 Fixtures and fittings   20% and 25% straight line 
 

2.7 Stock 
Stocks are valued at the lower of cost and net realisable value. Cost includes direct purchases priced on an 
average cost basis and attributable overheads incurred in bringing the stock to its present location and condition. 

 
2.8 Lease commitments 

Operating leases and the payments made under them are charged to the Statement of Financial Activities on a 
straight line basis over the lease term. 

 
2.9 Investments 

Investments are stated at fair value. Any gains and losses arising on investments are included within the 
Statement of Financial Activity. 

 
2.10 Taxation 

The charitable company is registered as a charity and all of its income falls within the exemptions under Part 11 of 
the Corporation Tax Act 2010. 

 
2.11 Fund accounting 

Unrestricted funds can be used in accordance with the charitable objectives at the discretion of the trustees. 
 
Restricted funds can only be used for particular restricted purposes within the objects of the Charity.  
Restrictions arise when specified by the donor or when funds are raised for particular restricted purposes. 
 
Further explanation of the nature and purpose of each fund is included in the notes to the financial statements. 

 
2.12 Pension costs and other post-retirement benefits 

The charitable company operates a defined contribution pension scheme.  Contributions payable to the 
charitable company’s pension scheme are charged to the Statement of Financial Activities in the period to which 
they relate. 
 

2.13 Debtors 
Trade and other debtors are recognised at the settlement amount due. 

 
2.14 Cash at bank and in hand 

Cash at bank and in hand includes bank accounts, cash and short term highly liquid investments with a short 
maturity of three months or less from the date of acquisition or opening of the deposits or similar account. 
 

2.15 Creditors and provisions 

Creditors and provisions are recognised where the Charity has a present obligation resulting from a past event 
that will probably result in the transfer of funds to a third party and the amount due to settle the obligation can be 
measured or estimated reliably. 
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3. INCOME FROM DONATIONS AND LEGACIES 

 
 2017 

Restricted 
 2017 

Unrestricted 
 2017  

Total 
 2016  

Total 
 £  £  £  £ 

Individual donations -  101,862  101,862  117,935 
Corporate donations -  9,298  9,298  19,704 
Legacies -  169,267  169,267  - 
Other -  -  -  162,868 

 -  280,427  280,427  300,507 

 
 

In June 2016 the Charity reached an agreement with Scope regarding the termination of its funding of the School 
for Parents service in Ingfield Manor, which included an agreement by Scope that Scope will not pursue any of the 
outstanding debt owed to them by the Charity. £162,868 was recognised within other donations in 2016 as a result 
of the agreement.  
 
All 2016 donations income was unrestricted. 

 
 

4. INCOME FROM CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES 
 

 2017 
Restricted 

 2017 
Unrestricted 

 2017  
Total 

 2016  
Total 

 £  £  £  £ 
   Trusts and Foundations 32,645  97,636  130,281  136,790 

 32,645  97,636  130,281  136,790 
 

£44,128 of the 2016 income from charitable activities was restricted.  
 
 

5. OTHER TRADING ACTIVITIES 
 

 2017  2016 
 £  £ 

DVLCC events 30,086  61,804 

Other 3,786  3,646 

 33,872  65,450 

 All other trading activities income is unrestricted. 
 

 
6. INVESTMENT INCOME 

 
 2017 2016
 £ £

  Interest receivable 5  8 

 

 All interest receivable is unrestricted. 
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7. EXPENDITURE 
 

 Depreciation  Staff costs  Other costs  Total 2017  Total 2016 
 £  £  £  £  £ 
Raising funds          
         
Activities undertaken 
directly 

-  
89,891  33,040  122,931  178,453 

Support costs -  11,236  3,314  14,550  17,531 

Total -  101,127  36,354  137,481  195,984 

Charitable activities          

DVLCC Services          

Activities undertaken 
directly 

1,390 
 

18,360  68,923  88,673  252,746 

Support costs -  28,495  11,363  39,858  25,306 

Total 1,390  46,855  80,286  128,531  278,052 

Other -  -  -  -  6,531 

Total 1,390  147,982  116,640  266,012  480,567 

 
During the course of the year to March 2017, the Charity went through a substantial transition.  The Board of Trustees 
voted to terminate the Collaboration Agreement with Scope for the School for Parents Service at Ingfield Manor School 
during the summer of 2016.  As a result of this, the Charity needed to find new premises, move, undertake some 
refurbishment work of these new premises in order to make them fully accessible to our families, find and hire staff to 
deliver our early intervention service, and update all of our printed and web-based marketing materials to be reflective of 
our new location and expanded service offering.  Therefore, there were a number of one-off costs that the Charity incurred 
in this process.  Furthermore, the Charity also had to fundraise in order to purchase new furniture and equipment as the 
Charity chose to donate all of its furniture and equipment to Scope in thanks for their collaboration.  This transition period 
took nearly 6 months, which is why the overall direct charitable expenditure as a percentage of total costs was down 
against the previous year when the Charity had been funding Scope to provide the service for it in its own bespoke building 
on the site of the Ingfield Manor School.   Throughout this financial year, the Charity recognised the importance of making 
cost reductions throughout its operation, which included reducing its fundraising team.   
 

8. SUPPORT COSTS 

  2017 
£ 

  2016 
£ 

Travel and training 442   335 

Postage and stationery 305   318 

  IT costs 797   879 

  Insurance 114   135 

  Resources -   44 

  Staff costs 39,731   36,510 

  Telephone 406   489 

  Rent and service charges 1,323   - 

  Professional fees 695   - 

  Governance costs (note 9) 10,595   4,127 

    54,408   42,837 
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9. GOVERNANCE COSTS 

 

 2017 
£ 

  2016 
£ 

Accountancy 2,292   1,690 

Independent examination fee 2,400   1,725 

Legal fees 5,380   - 

  Other governance costs 523   712 

   
10,595 

 
4,127 

 
 
 
10. STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES - COMPARATIVE FUNDS - YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2016 

 
  Unrestricted 

funds 
 

Restricted 
funds 

 
Total 
2016 

Income from: Notes £  £  £ 

Donations  3 300,507  -  300,507 

Charitable activities 4 92,662  44,128  136,790 

Other trading activities  5 65,450  -  65,450 

Investments 6 8  -  8 

Total income  458,627  44,128  502,755 

       

Expenditure on: 7      

Raising funds  195,984  -  195,984 

Charitable activities  213,521  64,531  278,052 

Other  6,531  -  6,531 

Total expenditure  416,036  64,531  480,567 

Net income/movement in funds  42,591  (20,403)  22,188 

Fund balances at 1 April 2015  (9,700)  29,028  19,328 

 
Fund balances at 31 March 2016  32,891  8,625  41,516 
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11. TRUSTEES’ REMUNERATION AND BENEFITS 

 

There was no trustee remuneration for the year ended 31 March 2017 nor for the year ended 31 March 2016. 

 

During the year to 31 March 2017 one trustee was reimbursed expenditure totaling £311 (2016: one trustee was 
reimbursed expenditure totaling £311). 

 

 

12. STAFF COSTS 

 

 
2017 

£ 
 

2016 
£ 

    

Wages and salaries 136,342  348,078 

Social security costs 10,425  15,181 

Other pension costs 1,215  3,416 

 147,982  366,675 

 

Employee information: 
 

 
2017 

Number 
 

2016 
Number 

Average number of employees during the year 6  14 

 

 
2016 staff numbers include Scope staff that were contracted to the Charity prior to the termination of the 
aollaboration agreement with Scope in July 2016.  
 
2017 staff numbers reduced over the course of the financial year, so that by the end of the financial year, the 
Charity had only 4 staff, of whom only one was full time, and of these 4 staff, only 2.5 were focused on 
Fundraising activities.  
 
No employees’ annual emoluments totaled over £60,000 in either 2016 or 2017. 
 
During the year the key management personnel of the charitable company comprised of the Executive Manager. 
The total employee benefits of the key management personnel (including Employer’s National Insurance 
Contributions) were £35,619 (2016: £49,419).  
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13. TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS 

 

 
 

Fixtures & 
fittings 

 Total 

Cost  £  £ 

At 1 April 2016  60,439  60,439 

Additions  7,393  7,393 

Disposals  (60,439)  (60,439) 

At 31 March 2017  7,393  7,393 

     

Depreciation     

At 1 April 2016  59,172  59,172 

Charge for the year  1,390  1,390 

Disposals  (60,439)  (60,439) 

At 31 March 2017  123  123 

     

Net book value     

At 31 March 2017  7,270  7,270 

At 31 March 2016  1,267  1,267 
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14. FIXED ASSET INVESTMENT 
 

 Subsidiary 
investments 

Cost/Fair value £ 

At 1 April 2016 1 

Additions - 

At 31 March 2017 1 

 
 

Subsidiary Company 

The Charity has a fully owned subsidiary (DVLT Trading Limited, incorporated in England and Wales, company 
number 08198212). This company remained dormant throughout the year to 31 March 2017.  

 

2017 financial information of DVLT Trading Limited was as follows: 

 

Company Shares held 
class 

 Capital and 
reserves 

 Profit for 
the period 

 £ % £  £ 

DVLT Trading Limited ordinary  100 (3,009)  - 

 
 

15. DEBTORS – amounts falling due within one year 
 

  2017 
£ 

  2016 
£ 

  Other debtors 11,700   - 

  Prepayments and accrued income -   5,112 

    11,700   5,112 

 
 
16. CREDITORS – amounts falling due within one year 
 

  2017 
£ 

  2016 
£ 

Trade creditors 1,537   45,542 

  Social security and other taxes 2,617   2,901 

  Accrued expenses 2,760   4,449 

  Other creditors 1,501   100 

   
8,415 

 
52,992 
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17. RESTRICTED FUNDS 

 
The income funds of the Charity include restricted funds comprising the following unexpended balances of 
donations and grants held on trust for specific purposes: 

 
 Movement in funds 
 Balance at 

1 April 
2016 

 Income  Expenditure  Transfers 
between 

funds 

 Balance at 
31 March 

2017 
 £  £  £  £  £ 
          
West Sussex salaries 8,625  -  (8,625)  -  - 
Refurbishment -  7,000  (216)  -  6,784 
Equipment -  25,645  (4,468)  (7,393)  13,784 

 8,625  32,645  (13,309)  
 

(7,393) 
 

20,568 

 
West Sussex salaries 
The West Sussex salaries restricted fund comprises various restricted funds to be used to contribute specifically 
towards the salary costs of the service staff. 

 
Refurbishment 
The refurbishment restricted fund comprises of income received that is specifically to be used to fund the 
refurbishment of the Charity’s Cuckfield premises. 
 
Equipment 
The equipment restricted fund comprises of income received that is specifically to be used to fund the purchase 
of equipment. The transfer out of the fund represents capital expenditure incurred in the year. 
 

 

18. ANALYSIS OF NET ASSETS BETWEEN FUNDS 

 
 

Unrestricted 
funds 

 
Restricted 

funds 
 

2017  
Total 

 £  £  £ 

Fund balances at 31 March 2017 are represented by:      
Fixed assets 7,271  -  7,271 
Current assets 200,665  20,568  221,233 
Creditors: amounts falling due within one year (8,415)  -  (8,415) 

 199,521  20,568  220,089 

 

 
 

Unrestricted 
funds 

 
Restricted 

funds 
 

2016  
Total 

 £  £  £ 

Fund balances at 31 March 2016 are represented by:      
Fixed assets 1,268  -  1,268 
Current assets 84,615  8,625  93,240 
Creditors: amounts falling due within one year (52,992)  -  (52,992) 

 32,891  8,625  41,516 
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19. COMMITMENTS UNDER OPERATING LEASES 

 
At 31 March 2017 the company had total commitments under non-cancellable operating leases as 
follows: 

 
 

                      Land & Buildings 

     2017 

£ 

 2016 

£ 
        

Within one year     38,512  1 

Between two and five years     173,550  - 

                                                              
 

 
212,062  1 

 
 
During the year the Charity took out a 5 year lease on a new premises at Holmsted Farm Cuckfield.  
 
Total lease payments recognised as an expense in the year amounted to £10,238 (2016: £1). 
 

 
 

20. RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS 
 

During 2016 the Charity provided an interest free loan to DVLT Trading Limited (the Charity’s wholly owned 
subsidiary). In view of the fact that the charity shop was no longer trading the decision was made during the 
2016 period to write this amount off in full. 
 

There were no other related party transactions during the year other than those outlined in note 11. 

 

 
21. CONTROL 

 

Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity is a company limited by guarantee and has no share capital. The Charity 
is controlled by the trustees.  




