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Kevin Heffernan Chair Person

Dear Friends and Members
I am delighted to have had the privilege to serve the Irish community as
Chair Person of the Coventry Irish Society in the previous 12 months. Its
always a great pleasure to meet the Society’s friends and members. Most
importantly of course is the Society’s commitment to helping the most
vulnerable Irish and we will continue to extend our efforts to achieve this
objective.
The Society has made significant progress in the previous 2 years after
facing huge challenges to maintain the project. We are delighted to have
received a further years support from our main funder the ‘Emigrant
Support Programme’ funded through the Irish Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade.
Further great news for the Society was the recent award of £60,000 from
the Heritage Lottery Fund. Match funding for the Heritage project was received from Coventry City
Council, Cork City Council and the ‘Deeley Group’ taking the total funding for the Heritage Project
to £65,000. The project is a massive boost for the Irish community in Coventry and we aim to
make the Irish proud of it’s contribution to the City.
Our first Annual ‘Summer Ball’ is being organised for the 24th June at the Village Hotel. The
event seeks backing from all the Irish community organisations and the Irish Business
community so please do get behind the event.
The Society is focusing on obtaining further grant aid to focus on the health needs of the Irish
community. In addition we are applying for grants to make the St. Patrick’s Festival 2018 our
biggest yet and will include a high profile Exhibition at the Herbert celebrating the Irish
contribution to the City.
I would like to thank our main funders the Emigrant Support Programme for their continued
support. Also all our members, volunteers and friends that have kindly donated and supported
the Society in the previous 12 months.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Trustee Group for their support and hard work
and David Cairns, our Honorary President for his continued support. Finally I must thank the
staff team for their commitment to the project and excellent work.
Kevin Heffernan

How Irish Are you?
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day by Exercising Your Right to
Irish Citizenship
If either of your parents or one of your grand parents are Irish
you are entitled to an Irish Passport
Irish Passport Forms and advice available from the Coventry Irish Society, 3rd Floor, Coventry Point, Market Way. Open 9.30am –1.0pm
and 2pm—4.30pm Monday –Friday
For further info please call in or telephone 02476256629
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Managers Report 2016

The Society maintains a high level of services to the Irish community. Our focus
as always is to prioritise the vulnerable Irish however we provide a wide range of
general advice and befriending support as well as cultural events such as the
Saint Patrick’s Festival.
Our mental health campaign saw the introduction of a Counselling Service in
July 2016 and we are delighted to be working with a new initiative by Mike
Mansfield QC and Yvette Greenway ‘Silence of Suicide’ as part of our Suicide
prevention strategy.
Our new Dementia Support Service is held one half day per-week helping those people with
memory loss. Please do make people aware of this important culturally sensitive project for our
community.
Post Brexit saw a huge increase in enquiries for Irish Passport applications particularly from
Second and Third Generation Irish. The Society has received in the region of 800 requests for
applications and advice since 23rd June 2016.
Our befriending and social support groups and networks continue to be popular and we receive
regular attendances of anywhere between 70 –130 to our lunch clubs, 50 people to the Claddagh
Group that meets at Flannellys every Tuesday, 14 Carer’s meet once per-month and the Monday
Group has around 10 members.
We are delighted to have received the news of the Heritage Project Funding. It has given the Society
a huge lift and look forward to hearing your stories.
The Society still supports Irish Survivors and holds 3 lunch clubs per-year in Birmingham and
fortnightly outreach sessions that are conducted on a voluntary basis.
We continue to receive excellent and much needed support from Coventry University. Special
thanks to Dexter du Boulay, Simon Horsman and Mark Holmes for their fantastic contributions
this year. Also thanks to our 2 students on placement Zoe and Stef for their excellent work.
I would like to thank all our friends, members and volunteers for their support. Also the Trustee
group and staff team for their hard work and commitment to the project. A special mention to our
Honorary President David Cairns who continues to help the Society.
Simon McCarthy

Zaneta Juszczak
Administrator
Dear Members
My name is Zaneta and I am the new Administrator at the Coventry Irish Society.
My Job is based on managing the finance and database systems, paying invoices and bills. I manage the incoming and outgoing post and answer passport enquiries that have greatly increased
since Brexit. I also deal with email, Facebook and telephone enquiries. I look after the technical
side of the office for example, managing the office equipment and procuring office supplies. I design
event posters and I enjoy taking photos at the events. All the photos taken at the events are available at the office and on our Facebook page. I support staff with any reports required and generally
support the Manger as his PA to try to ensure the smooth running of the office.
Zaneta Juszczak
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Oral History Project Ciaran Davis
Dear Members

My name is Ciaran Davis and I am delighted to introduce myself as the Project Officer for the Oral
History project. I have previously worked at the Irish Society as Volunteer Co-Ordinator and I
have studied History at the Universities of Sheffield and Oxford.
This project will last for fifteen months and it is being produced in partnership with the Herbert
Museum. The aim is to produce fifty interviews with Irish men and women who came to the city
in the 1940s, 1950s and 1960s. Their testimony will be edited into a twenty minute film which
will shown at the Herbert. I am eager for members of the community to come forward to be
interviewed. These interviews will be conducted in an informal conversation-style; I am looking
for all sorts of people because we want the project to reflect the rich variety that exists within the Irish community.
Furthermore, as part of the exhibition, it is vital that we have old memorabilia, such as photos, letters or old trinkets which
illustrate the journey of Irish people to the city.

Please get in touch if you would like to be involved or if you know anyone else who would be
interested.
My email is ciaran.davis@covirishsoc.org.uk and my phone number is 07933308109
Kind regards Ciaran

Win McGlynn
Welfare Project
The Welfare project covers an large amount of ground with regard to helping Irish
people. We provide advice, support and guidance with the whole range of welfare
benefits, pensions, housing applications and related issues, debt, utilities bills,
U.K. and Irish state pensions. In addition people request help with returning to
Ireland and applications for birth certificates.
Since ’Brexit’ We have also been inundated with requests for help and advice for
completing Irish passport applications. CIS has been particularly busy with
requests for support from people affected by the recent welfare reforms.
The Society continues to enable many Irish people and importantly many
vulnerable Irish to access entitlements and services that they may not otherwise
avail of. By providing a culturally sensitive and aware service our clients our
comfortable enough to approach us for help and support. The Society often liaises with other services
such as health, housing and social services to ensure the needs of our people are being met.
Appointments are available Monday and Tuesdays.
Thanks to all our kind supporters, members and volunteers.
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Health Workers Report

Dawn Lucas

Ann Sullivan

The CIS Health worker role is shared by Dawn and Ann. We continue to offer support and advice on a wide
variety of Health and Welfare issues. These include various benefit claims e.g. Housing council tax, (We have
had more clients coming in for support mainly due to the changes and how they need to apply for these on
line, this being very difficult for clients with literacy and technology fears) Disability Living Allowance( DLA)
Attendance Allowance, Carers Allowance, Community Support grants. Due to recent changes in the benefit
system we have had a large number of claims/enquiries/appeals to deal with mainly Personal Independence
Payment (PIP) and Employment Support Allowance (ESA) as the boundaries have changed considerably and
clients with literacy and technology problems finding it very difficult to access forms to apply for the benefit
they are entitled to.
Then came “BREXIT” and this was like a tornado hitting with at least 8-10 people queuing outside every day to
collect application forms for Irish passports. In the first 3 months we must have given out approximately 500
passport applications along with information about Foreign Birth Registration for other members of their
extended families.
2016 saw the start of our Dementia Care Group. We began with a training session for workers and potential
volunteers with Mary Tilki and Charlotte Curran from ‘Irish in Britain. Mary and Charlotte have vast experience of Dementia care within the Irish community and the training was very helpful in starting our group. We
circulated information and posters to local GPs other voluntary groups and churches to get referrals. We visited and assessed potential clients and eventually started our group on 10 th October 2016. Our group is growing
but still have spaces for more referrals please contact Ann or Dawn if you know anyone who will benefit from
this group.
Our Carers group meet every second Thursday of the month at our office in Coventry Point. We have 14 members who meet to talk about their experiences and support each other whilst having a couple of hours away
from their caring role.
Claddagh Group continues to provide social interaction for between 40-50 people each week. We have had a
very busy year with several meals and entertainment days, visits to the seaside and other groups in Leicester
and Corby.
Although we are still working with a reduced budget, we are still able to offer services as stated to an
increasing number of clients both face to face and via the telephone.
Anyone who may have any Welfare/Health/Pension or any other queries is welcome to come into our office or
phone 024 76256629 for an appointment and we will endeavour to work with them to get a satisfactory outcome. Thanks to all our members, volunteers and supporters.
Appointments can be made with:
Ann

Wednesday and Thursday

Dawn Wednesday Thursday and Friday

Confidentiality is maintained at all times
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Statement of Financial Activities
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Balance Sheet 2015
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