








HOUNSLOW ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2016

In 2016 our charity cared for 479 animals, the vast majority of which were cats and kittens, 
plus some small animals such as rabbits, guinea pigs and hamsters.    In the year we re-homed
268 cats and kittens and 21 small animals.  40 other cats, too feral to successfully home as 
domestic pets, were trapped, neutered and returned to site under the watchful eye of members 
of the public who undertake to feed and generally look out for them.   As we have no rescue 
centre/animal shelter all the animals are housed and cared for in the homes of volunteer foster
carers.  We continue to be called to help stray and abandoned animals across West London 
and surrounding areas.  We can identify no let up in the number of animals needing help and 
respond to as many calls on us as we can.    At any one time we usually have 100 + cats and 
kittens in foster care.  

In 2016 we raised a total of £67,844.35 and continued to be prudent with expenditure.  Our 
cat litter and food costs remain relatively low thanks to relationships with stores in the area.    
Veterinary expenses remain the largest element of our spending, amounting to some 78%.   
We spent a total of £57,017.07 in 2016, an under spend of £10,827.28 against sums raised.  

We continue our well-established practice of homing our rescued cats vaccinated, neutered 
(age permitting) and micro chipped, using chips that we bulk buy to keep costs down. 
HAWS has a non-destruction policy and only ever allows euthanasia if an animal is too 
seriously ill or injured for any hope of recovery, or where its quality of life is clearly 
unsatisfactory.    

Our website remains the cornerstone of our rehoming efforts, and the database that drives it is
invaluable.   We rely on volunteers to manage it, a solution which, as in every other aspect of 
our operation, enables us not to have to divert funds from animal care.     We have identified 
further improvements and developments we would like to make to our database when 
volunteer time permits.

We are continually challenged to find new ways in which to raise funds and in 2016 were 
fortunate to benefit from our continuing relationship with 3 branches of Pets at Home, which 
provides us with pet food donation bins in some stores, involvement in their twice yearly 
charitable fund raising and the occasional pallet of damaged product.  We also benefit from 
local activity with selected branches of Waitrose and although our tenure as 'Charity of the 
Year' with the Chiswick branch of Sainsbury is now past, they continue to allow us to collect 
pet food donations in store.   Additionally we run a programme of fund raising events and 
activities during the year, ranging from stalls at local fairs and fetes to volunteer social 
evenings and the sale of our own Christmas cards and calendars.  

Due to the dedicated and conscientious drive of everybody involved with our charity we had a
healthy financial year and were able to help large numbers of cats and small domestic pets in 
our area of operation.       
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