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Chair’s Report – January 2018 

 

When I wrote the Chair’s Report for the 2017 Annual Report, none of us could have imagined 
how much would change in just a year! 

We knew that the building we used as the Den and activities’ room was to undergo some major 
structural changes and refurbishment, but we thought we would still be there in 2018. However, 
in July, our Coordinator, Fiona, saw that a town-centre building formerly used by Newcastle and 
Northumberland Colleges was on the market (for rent, that is), the first and second floors and the 
Management Committee, together with Fiona, viewed it, did the sums, and decided to register our 
interest.   

In August, we moved in! The move in itself demonstrated the amazing commitment and devotion 
which members, staff, sessional workers, volunteers, parents and friends have for Gateway into 
the Community, and an enormous amount of furniture and ‘stuff ‘was moved to the New Den in a 
short space of time after staff and members had painted walls and all those necessary changes to 
make a place your own. This commitment has continued, and we now have as a bonus a shop 
front with changing displays from members’ work and imagination which already attract 
favourable attention from passers-by.  

The huge amount of space has allowed us to develop and increase our individual support work as 
well as enabling us to move the Office there and still have space for our indoor courses and 
activities such as the therapeutic art group (which, incidentally has mounted its second 
exhibition in the Forum Cinema Café), the Older Persons’ group and the Performance group 
which produced a Christmas Show for parents and friends. They look forward to doing more of 
this. There is still space for the 18 -25 Leisure Group with music, the Wii, and Pool.  

Fiona, Julia, Sharyn, recently promoted to Day Services Manager and Jo, recently promoted to 
Development Manager, are to be congratulated and praised for their hard work over the move, 
their courage and imagination, and we are confident as a Management Committee that Gateway 
into the Community will go from strength to strength in the coming years. 

Whilst all this has been going on, Julia has been developing her management and business skills, 
and we have two new trustees, with one undergoing First Trusteeship training and mentoring. 
We have not been able to replace Bev, our treasurer who resigned after 12 years following last 
year’s AGM, but Gabby, our administrator has continued to provide accurate and helpful financial 
information for Management Committee Meetings.  

As Chair, I feel privileged to be part of this amazing Organisation, and as I always say, pictures 
speak louder than words, so do look at the rest of the Report and enjoy it! 

 

Rosemary Theobalds 

 

 



   
Coordinator’s report 

 

What an exciting year! We saw an opportunity for Gateway into the Community to become more 
sustainable by having the room to develop our services and we found the courage to go for it. It 
was a team decision by the trustees and staff but could not have gone ahead without the 
commitment and support of our members, their families, friends and carers. We have received 
very generous support, financial, practical and the clearing of many a garage or attic to provide us 
with the means to make this step up. I would like to offer my thanks to everyone who made the 
move happen for their help and support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Never too young           Who needs a van?      I will have it pink. 

At last year’s AGM we awarded the first Brenda Ninnim Award for kindness and consideration. 
The award was given to Christopher Marshall, being congratulated here by Brenda’s husband 
Peter. The award will be presented again at this AGM. 

 

Well done Chris! 



   
Despite all the excitement of the move we managed to keep the groups and courses going. We are 
proud of our members’ achievements over the year. 

  

 

 

 

 

Social and Personal Development    Therapeutic Art Course Trip 
                   Residential       

We will be celebrating our 20th birthday in 2018 and will combine it with the official opening of 
the New Den.  

We are also rebranding after a consultation with Team Illuminate from Northumbria University 
who have designed our new logo and colours 
 

.  

     Team Illuminate with Fiona         The new Logo 
 
We said a sad good bye to Mandy Oliver, our Voicebox tutor. The choir had been together for 17 
years. 
 

  



   
Individual Support 

At Gateway into the Community our individual support service has expanded since we moved 
into our new facilities. We occupy a separate self-contained wing on the 1st floor of our new 
building, also referred to as the flat. The flat contains a large sitting room with sofas, TV, snooker 
table, craft resources and a Wii games console. In addition, there is a separate area within this 
room which is given over to sensory items such as cushions and massage equipment. The other 
rooms are occupied by two of our young people full time and we also have a kitchen diner where 
our members have the opportunity to learn, develop skills and increase independence. 

The members who use our individual support service also have the chance to join in the groups 
that we run such as disability sports, youth and social groups. This enhances their social skills 
and confidence. Furthermore, our members take part in activities which accommodate their 
needs on a weekly basis, offering routine and security. These activities comprise of swimming, 
fitness at Newburn Leisure Centre and the sensory rooms at the Alan Shearer Centre as well as 
visiting local landmarks.  

We hope to improve our kitchen area in the flat in the near future so that we can incorporate 
more units and workbench space. This would allow members to prepare a greater variety of 
meals and use a larger array of cooking equipment which would embed further important life 
skills and the ability to make healthy choices.  

At present, we are in the process of setting up individual profiles which will include specific 
targets and achievements. Our members are supported to choose their goals and encouraged to 
think about how they might achieve them. We look forward to a fun and exciting year.  

Joanne Robinson: Development Manager. 

Some of our members enjoying different activities: 

                

          Happy Katy                          Tom the Artist      Baking Georgia 

 

 

 

 

 



   
Day Service  

It’s been a busy time for Gateway, with lots of things happening in our new building. One of the 
things happening is the launch of our New Day Service that we now offer 4 days per week. We 
occupy part of the top floor of our new building. It’s a lovely big room where we are able to 
spread out and use the space well. It’s packed with fun things to do and lots of learning 
opportunities.  

We have 6 young people who attend at various times during the week, not all at the same time. 
We have developed this service as there was a need for a smaller bespoke service within the local 
area, as identified by some parents. We have worked with our young people to offer a wide range 
of activities that will not only be enjoyed, but will benefit and improve their lives and 
independence. Our Activities include visiting the Gym, Swimming, Bowling, Travel and transport 
training, Cooking, Shopping trips, Arts and Craft. We have linked into other Gateway activities 
and have joined the Sports group and Football training with the Newcastle United Foundation 
coaches. We have just bought some great new IT equipment which is being enjoyed by everyone.  

The group has worked on The Gateway Facebook page and enjoy spreading the news and we 
have also taken charge of decorating the front window, showing the public how creative we are. 
There have been some great displays and we are looking forward to future projects. We support 
2 of our young people in their work experience placements. We even have a Nail Bar where 
people are able to come and have their nails manicured by Rachel on Friday afternoons. Bookings 
are available. 

Unfortunately, at the moment we don’t have a suitable kitchen. However, we have secured some 
funding (Northumberland Community Chest & The Tynedale Lions) and have further 
applications in the pipe line. So hopefully we should have a bright shiny new kitchen by the end 
of the summer. 

We are currently planning and working on setting up care plans and individual learning goals 
and targets. We still have work to do in this area but we have come a long way in a short time and 
the future is very exciting. 

Finally, I would like to thank all of our young people for all of their hard work and enthusiasm. 
They were recently all awarded achievement certificates by the Tynedale Youth Forum, to 
recognise their hard work.  

Sharyn Castelow Day Service Manager 

 

 



   
Gateway into Health and Leisure  

This has proved to be a time of health and well-being for Gateway into the Community in many 
different ways.  

Through our sports, social, leisure and specialist groups we are able to meet the different needs 
of our members. The social and youth groups are invaluable for many as they are a weekly 
activity where members know they will be able to meet their friends and be part of something 
where they sense they belong.  

Gateway really is a community and offers people with learning disabilities a place where they feel 
valued and happy. 

Our sports groups are continuing to go from strength to strength with support from 
Northumberland Cricket Board. Over the year we have delivered fantastic sports days at 
Tynedale Cricket Club. 

       

          Sport on The Sele   Sports Day at The Cricket Club 

As well as an outdoor cricket programme we are also taking part in an indoor Table Cricket 
League with Tom Cant NCB and sports leaders from Queen Elizabeth High School. Football with 
Newcastle United Foundation has also continued.  

     

       Table Cricket at the Torch        The Women’s Football Group 

 



   
We enjoyed a very successful therapeutic art course which resulted in a fantastic exhibition at the 
Forum. We would like to say a huge thank you to Sarah Greaves and Janet Hodges who delivered 
the sessions. 

                   

        Andrew’s self portrait         Charlie’s Eagle          Tom’s inspiration 

We now have a Performing Arts Group who had their first performance before Christmas at our 
New Den. What a fantastic evening of fun and laughter. Huge well done to all our performers.  

  

                      The Crocs’ Christmas Quest          The Demon Dentist 

A Special Thank You 

To our Trustees 

Rosemary Theobalds, Sue Sherwen, Tim Raine, David McNally, Tessa Bolt, Caroline Harris, Jen 
Allaker, Eleanor Gallagher and Joyce Winder for supporting the move to the new Den and all their 
work with the organisation throughout the year. 

To our Staff and Volunteers 

For providing a service of which we can all be proud. Some of the staff and volunteers have been 
involved since 1998, some have just started but they are all valued for their commitment to 
Gateway. 



   
Funders 

Barbour Foundation 

D’Oyly Carte Charitable Trust 

Duke of Northumberland’s Charity  

E C Graham Belford Charitable Trust 

Fitton Trust 

Garfield Weston Foundation 

Greggs Foundation 

Hadrian Trust 

Hedley Denton Charitable Trust 

Hexham Courant 

Hexham Trinity Methodist Church 

Joan Strutt Charitable Trust 

Joicey Trust 

LA7 ESF Community Grant - funded through The Skills Funding Agency (SFA) and the European 
Social Fund (ESF) 

Leathersellers’ Company Charitable Fund 

Lions Club of Tynedale 

Lycetts Charity 

Masonic Charitable Foundation 

Northumberland Cricket Board 

Osbit Limited 

Steven Bloch Image of Disability Charitable Trust 

St Mary’s Guild 

Tula Trust 

 

and through the Community Foundation Tyne & Wear and Northumberland: 

Esmée Fairbairn North East Fund 

Kellett Fund 

Roland Cookson Fund 

Winter Family Fund 

 

Prudhoe Town Council and Prudhoe Co-operative charity contributions supported Prudhoe 
Leisure Group 

Thank you to everyone who gave personal donations of money, time and goods. We 
really appreciate your help and support.  


