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THE BRITISH INTERPLANETARY SOCIETY

Presidential Statement for 2017
2017 (that is to say, the Society accounting year September 2016 to August 2017) there were several
notable events in the field of spacef light. The Chinese launched Tiangong-2 in September and manned it for
thirty days; it is to be the precursor of a much larger space station. SpaceX completed their first reuse of a Falcon
9 first stage, the first reuse of a Dragon Cargo vehicle and Elon Musk announced his plans for a new large rocket
that he argues could put men on Mars. For European space the highlight was probably the completion of the
Rosetta mission twelve years after it was launched and two years after it rendezvoused with comet ChuryumovGerasimenko. Just two weeks before it descended to the surface, it managed to find and photograph the Philae
lander that was trapped in a crevasse after an unexpectedly bouncy landing.
During

In Britain things were always going to be a little subdued after the spectacular success of Tim Peaks's flight
the previous year, for which he was presented with the Society's Honorary Fellowship at the New Scientist Live
event in September 2016. However, there were two events of note. In December 2016 the UK Space Agency
published the results of their survey on the size and health of the British Space Sector which showed that the
industry was thriving and still on course to meet the ambitious growth target for 2030. The second key
development was the publishing of a draft Spacef light Bill which has since been passed into law, The main
purpose of this Bill is to provide the legislative foundations that will enable a UK spaceport to be established.
This was an encouraging background for the biannual UK Space Conference held this year at the Manchester
Central Convention Complex in May/June 2017. The Society had a very successful stand in the Exhibition
area, and also organised the "Arthur' s" awards at the spectacular gala dinner where in front of over 600
attendees, we entertained 44 finalists and presented eleven awards for significant contributions to UK space.

But it was not all good news for the progress of humanity into space; the 7'" European Conference on Space
Debris held in April 2017 reached the conclusion that there was now a Kessler Syndrome in Low Earth orbit,
where the density of objects is high enough that collisions between objects could cause a cascade that increases
the likelihood of further collisions. Our Journal was privileged to publish fourteen of the key papers from this
Conference in a special issue. Two months after the conference there was a warning that geostationary orbit was
also at risk, a satellite called AMC-9 suffered what seems to have been a major collision and certainly a significant
amount of debris was produced by the event. The risk of space debris remains a serious problem and a problem
where the "talk to action' ratio is clearly not what will be required to keep space usable.

As the main report details, the Society continues to flourish with an expanding range of lectures, symposia and
other events. For me a highlight was the Future History Symposium, held in February 2017, which had a
fascinating mix of papers from science fiction to professional forecasting techniques. However; perhaps the most
significant expansion in our activities is our increased attendance at outreach events organised by other
organisations such as New Scientist Live which enables us to reach a much wider public. Another notable aspect
of our events programme is the contribution of our four branches, which are all growing in maturity and working
well, each in its own distinctive way. We are hoping that this will continue to expand the geographical focus of
the Society away from London.

We also increased the range of our outreach activities with a one day event in May called "Introduction to Rocket
Science" held at the Royal Institution and aimed at inspiding 16 to 16 year olds.

The 14e Reinventing Space conference was held at the Royal Society in London in October 2016. This is currently
our flagship event and we must thank Stuart Eves and Scott Hatton for organising it again. At the Gala Dinner,
Helen Sharman was presented with the Society's Honorary Fellowship and the 2016 Sir Arthur Clarke Awards
were also presented to 10 deserving winners including Tim Peake for his outreach work on his Principia mission
to the ISS and the UKSA outreach team for supporting him. Another annual event of which we can be very proud
is our role as the UK coordinator for World Space Week. Our success here is due to the considerable efforts of
Victoria Southgate. We also continued our role as coordinator of the UK Pavilion at the International Astronautical
Congress which this year was held in Guadalajara, Mexico. Unfortunately, the remote and exotic location meant
the pavilion was smaller than usual, but it still "flew the flag" for Britain at this important event.
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the story is business as usual. Regrettably the Journal remains behind schedule despite
the considerable efforts of the staff and the new editor Roger Longstaff. This difficult problem continues to receive
a lot of attention from both the Staff and the Council, as we try new procedures and technologies in order to speed
up the production process. On the positive side we are getting many important and interesting papers and it
remains the Journal of choice for adventurous thinking on all aspects of spacef light.
With our publications,

The Society made a new more formal link with the International Association for the Advancement of Space Safety
(IAASS) by signing a Memorandum of Understanding with them in November to promote our common interest in
advancing

mankind's

sustainability

in

space.

should report that sixteen Fellows attended the Society's AGM on 22 July 2017 at Herstmonceux in Sussex.
They accepted the annual report and the audited accounts for 2015-16 and elected the four Council Members
who were nominated.
I

It is with a mixture of regret and relief that I realise this will be my last President's Statement.
It has been a
privilege to serve the Society in this capacity for a second time, and I would like to thank the Council, Gill
Norman, the BIS staff and the volunteers for their support and help. It remains only for me to wish my successor,
Gerry Webb, all the best for his term of office.

Mark Hempsell

President
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RePOrt Of the CaunCil
1.

for the year1 September 2015 to 31 August 2017

Legal Status

The Council presents its report and audited accounts for the year ended 31 August
filed both with the Registrar of Companies and with the Charity Commission.

2017. Copies are being

The Society was founded in 1933 and incorporated on 31 December 1945 as a Company Limited by
Guarantee without share capital. It is governed by its Memorandum and Articles of Association and by ByeLaws made under the provision of its Articles. In 1967 it gained registration as a Charity. In 1985 a revised
constitution was approved under which the Society's Corporate Body is made up of its Fellows with revised
regulations for admission to Fellow and for Council nomination to enable it to evolve as a body of professional
status. In 1994, the name of the Society was changed by deleting the word "Limited".
The Society is financially and administratively
other agencies in furtherance of its work.

independent

and does not rely on funding from Government

or

Should the Society be wound up and hold insufficient funds at that point, every Fellow undertakes to
contribute up to one pound to the assets of the Society provided a deficit occurs while he was a Fellow, or
within one year after ceasing to be a Fellow, towards any liabilities of the Society and meeting the costs,
charges and expenses of winding up.
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Bank Ltd

2.

Organisational

Structure

2.1 Council
The British Interplanetary Society (BIS) has a Council of 12 members who meet quarterly and are responsible
for the strategic direction and policy of the Society. The Executive Secretary attends all meetings but has no
voting rights.

Responsibilities
Council Members are responsible for preparing
accordance with applicable law and regulations.

the Directors'

Report and the financial

statements

in

Company law requires the directors to prepare financial statements each financial year. Under that law the
directors have elected to prepare the financial statements in accordance with United Kingdom Generally
Accepted Accounting Practice (United Kingdom Accounting Standards and applicable law). Under company
law the directors must not approve the financial statements unless they are satisfied that they give a true and
fair view of the state of affairs of the company and of the profit and loss of the company for that period. In
preparing these financial statements, the directors are required to:
~

~
~
~

Select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;
Observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP;
make judgements and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent;
prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate
company will continue in business.

to presume that the

The directors are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and explain
the company's transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the
company and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. They
are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the company and hence for taking reasonable steps for
the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.
Members of the Council are regarded as Trustees of the Charity and as directors for the purposes of the
Companies Act. They must be Fellows of the Society and are precluded by its Constitutions from holding any
salaried office in the Society. They receive no remuneration for their services, nor have they any material
interest in any contract mortgage, loan, guarantee or other financial arrangements with the Society. In the
period under review, no expenses were paid.

The Executive Secretary and the current President induct all new trustees into the work of the Council. New
trustees are familiar with the work of the Society, as they would have served one or more committees prior
to the election. All new trustees are provided with the various Charity Commission publications signposted
through the Commission's guide "The Essential Trustee".
Resigning members

in

201 7 were:

Mr Keith Wright

Staff
A scheme of delegation

is in place and the day-to-day responsibility
Executive Secretary and the staff.

for the work of the Society rests with the

2.3 Council Committees
The Council has established a number of Committees and Sub-Committees to ensure that the work of the
Society is conducted efficiently and properly. These are reviewed on a regular basis to ensure that we are
meeting the needs of the Society.
As of 31 August 2017 the Society's committees are reported over with their Terms of Reference. The Chair
and serving Council Members serving on each Committee are shown: note that other members of the Society
also serve on several of these Committees.
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Trust - Safeguarding Society Archives
Chairman: C M Hempsell
Ensure that the Societies Archives are well maintained,
a)
Thin out Archives prior to moving them into Library
b)
Archive

safe and secure.

Constitutional Review Committee
Chairman: C M Hempsell
Constitutional

Review Committee

is responsible for a continuing review of the Society's Constitution and legal
law and practice and submitting its finding and recommendations
to the

processes to keep abreast of current
Council.

Education and Outreach Committee
Chairman: S Eves
The Education and Outreach Committee will oversee the activities of the Society in working with schools and
young people to promote the role of space within all aspects of the National curriculum. It will explore how the
Society can reach out to students to make them more aware of the potential of space and possible employment
opportunities within the field. It will also link when appropriate to Further Education Colleges and Universities.
It will also coordinate the Society's efforts to expand its profile and raise awareness of space issues in general.
This will include contributions to national activities such as science and engineering week, and international space
events such as world space week. The committee will also seek to support regional outreach groups and events
where appropriate.
The Education and Outreach Committee will work closely with the Publications, Events, Future, and Library
Committees to ensure a co-ordinated approach to this area of the Society's work.
C Welch, A Scott

Events Committee
Chairman: A Scott
Create and maintain an interesting and exciting calendar of events, lectures and symposia.
a)
Ensure the Russia/China Symposia continue and introduce more one-day Symposia or Seminars.
b)
Ensure that all events are well publicised on the website, in Spaceflight, Odyssey and by e-mail.
c)
Investigate venues for future visits and opportunities to share events and facilities.
d)
Find additional funds for display graphics and models to support exhibitions and conferences.
e)
Assist the Education and Technical Committees in running their events.
f)
Support Regional Branch activities and events where possible.
g)
h)
Support UKSEDS national conference.
C Philp

Finance and General Purposes Committee
Chairman: C M Hempsell
Finance and General Purposes Committee is required by the Society's Constitution, consisting of all its senior
officers, viz, the President, two Vice-Presidents, the immediate past-President, the Executive Secretary and such
other persons as are nominated by the Council in view of special knowledge, experience or expertise. Its duties
are to report to the Council on all major financial matters, on such further business as is deputed to it by the
Council and on any matters which do not fall within the province of any other Committee. It is also responsible for
dealing with urgent business which needs to be considered at short notice.
Decide on the strategic direction of the Society and prepare and issue strategy announcements.
a)
Advise on the control of operating costs, income and expenditure
b)
Audit all assets, including valuable books, papers, etc. and re-assess insurance value.
c)
Find additional funding sources, e.g. from Government, corporate membership or sponsorship.
d)
Make the HQ Building pay its way.
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)

Maintain Building and upgrade all facilities as and when required.
Evaluate alternative venues for larger prestige events.
Co-opt additional members, both Council and non-Council, as and when required.
Draw up and maintain succession plans for all levels of the Society
A
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Scott, G Webb, Dr C Welch, R Woodcock

Marketing Committee
Chairman: C Philp
To make the BIS attractive to Experts, Enthusiasts and those in Education ('the three Es') and therefore
a)
increase the number of Members, their engagement with the Society, and their retention:
o Develop marketing strategy and delivery plans
o Marketing strategy and delivery covers an extended 'AIDA' framework: Awareness, Interest, Desire,
Action (=joining), Satisfaction, Retention and Referral. It covers 4 audiences: Experts, Enthusiasts,
those in Education, and the general public 'Everyone else'.
o Assist B IS staff in implementation of strategy if and where possible
o Oversee BIS merchandise and its proinotion
o Conduct market research
o Contact lapsed Members for feedback and to retain them if possible
o Devise strategy for selling Memberships and merchandise and promoting the Society at outside
events.
o Oversee BIS web and social media marketing and advertising with e-Media Committee
o Work in partnership with BIS Membership Committee and e-Media Committee
Note that these terms of reference were changed during the financial year and approved by Council on 12
December 2016.
A

Scott

History Committee
Chairman: A Chatwin *
Continue to maintain the Society's Archives, another of its most valuable assets.
a)
Reduce the quantity of archive material and prepare to move it into library annex
b)
Prepare and publish two issues of Space Chronicle per annum.
c)
Continue to research and publish papers by past members.
d)
Continue to initiate projects to clarify and record past events and activities and inform the future.
e)
Encourage more people to make use of the archive —it is a members' benefit.
f)
Prepare
short bios/obituaries on past and present BIS members and space celebrities for press & web
g)

R Woodcock
Library Committee
Chairman: M Postranecky *
Continue to promote the Society's Library, one of its most valuable assets,
a)
Continue to encourage more use of the facility and its contents as a significant member benefit.
b)
Continue the high standard of maintenance.
c)
Continue sell-off of extra -copies of books or those no longer required.
d)
Review and approve new books.
e)
Remove old unwanted ESA and NASA papers, now on-line, and store or discard.
fl
Move photo library to accommodate Archives.
g)
Digitise photos/Society Publications.
h)
C Philp, D Shayler

Publications Committee (previously the Media Committee)
Chairman: D Baker *
Continue to provide high quality publications, i. e. Spaceflight, Odyssey, JBIS and Space Chronicle.
a)
Continue to approve, manage and support publication of BIS books.
b)
Publish more papers or presentations by Members.
c)
Promote regional and international branches and their events whenever possible.
d)
I Meek, Dr R C Parkinson MBE, A Scott
e-Media Committee
Chairman: R Timberlake *
Initiated 8 July 2017 to separate out activities relating to e-media versus publications.
Coordinate and approve all media activities, including TV and Press opportunities.
a)
Look for TV and Press opportunities and prepare suitable material and press releases.
b)
List those members trained and qualified to talk to the press and TV on specific subjects.
c)
Continue to update and improve the website, increasing the value-added for members
d)
Continue to use social media and encourage more participation and membership.
e)
Communicate the activities and actions of Council and Committees to Members.
f)
Publish more papers or presentations by Members.
g)
Make Podcasts/interviews
available on members website
h)
Promote regional and international branches and their events whenever possible.
i)

I Meek
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Technical Committee
Chairman: R Brand *
Responsible for academic and professional issues relating to astronautics, This includes:
a) The encouragement and facilitation of general academic work.
b) The evaluation, initiation, monitoring and bringing to a close of specific technical projects.
c) Supporting the Events Committee in the running of specialist symposia.
S Eves, CM Hempsell, R Osborne, G Webb
Membership Committee
Chairman: R Timberlake *
a) To improve and implement a more streamlined membership joining/renewal process, ensuring that the
process includes communicating with the member to ensure they are aware of their membership status.
b) To communicate membership news/issues with other areas of the BIS (eg. newsletter, website,

Spacef light)
c) To process fellowship applications, including making sure the process is efficient and communicative
towards the member/fellow, and involving those deemed necessary to approve fellowship applications.
d) To record, report and store detailed membership figures and statistics (not member data).
e) To promote annual direct debit and implement monthly direct debit.
f) To analyse and recommend changes to the membership software whenever necessary.
g) To work with the marketing committee on strategies to increase membership and reduce the number of
members leaving.
Reviewing membership subscriptions and publication costs.
Processing and improving the digital subscription options.
Managing the membership content on the website and in publications

h)
i)

(eg. Spacef light).
C At Hempsell, A Scott, C Philp

j)

*Fellow of the Society nol on Connwl

3.

Principal Objectives
As set out in its Memorandum of Association, the Society is established to promote the advancement of
knowledge and the spread of education and particularly to promote the advancement and dissemination of
knowledge relating to the science, engineering and technology of astronautics, and to support and engage in
research studies and disseminate the results thereof.

3.1

Activities
In
~

~

~

~
~

~

the pursuance of these objectives in the period in question the Society:
Published its monthly Space/light magazine for general dissemination of news, opinions and education
on all matters relating to astronautics.
Made progress with catching up on the publishing schedule of its monthly technical journal, the Journal
of the British Interplanetary Society (JB/S), devoted to refereed papers on astronautics for the general
benefit of the Space community worldwide.
Published JBIS' Sister biannual Space history journal Space Chronicle.
Circulated its monthly Newsletter to all Members with the quarterly e-magazine Odyssey attached carrying
its exciting mix of Science Fiction and Society news.
Held ten Lecture Evenings at BIS HQ London including
1. Squadron Leader 'Dinz' Dinsley: The UK Contribution to Understanding the Space Domain
2. Nigel Clifford: Ordnance Survey Maps of Mars
3. David Baker: U. S. Spy Satellites 1954- 2016
4. Melanic Windridge: Aurora Presentation/Book signing
5. Jerry Stone: Space Law
6. Prof Tim Wright: Monitoring Earthquakes
7. Mark Craig: The Last Man on the Moon —A Tribute to Gene Cernan
8. David Baker: The Mercury spacecraft/Book signing
9. Robin Brand: The BIS Nanosat Launch Vehicle Feasibility Study
10. Film Showing: Rocket Flight
Held four Symposia/workshops/events
1. Future History Symposium

at BIS HQ London

2. Russia/Sino Technical Forum
3. Starship Engineering Course (run by the
4. Open Space Agency Strategy Meeting

Initiative for Interstellar
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Studies)

~

Our West Midlands branch organised four Regional Events/Meetings
1. Space Day, Worcester
2. Rocket Flight —Film Showing & Discussion, Droitwich
3. Cosford V(With BIS History Committee)
4. John Harlow: Orbital Launches from Super Guns / Robin Brand: Nanosat Launch Vehicle Feasibility
Study, Droitwich
And attended three events in an outreach capacity

5. Salffest, Droitwich
6. Westcott Reunion
7. RAF Cosford

Air Show

~

Our South West branch organised three Regional Events/ Meetings
1. Keith Wright: Designing Against Space Flight Disaster (With the Herschel Society), Bath
2. David Baker: The Future of Space Exploration (With Wells & Mendip Astronomers), Wells
3. Visions of Space II Art Exhibition (With Wells & Mendip Astronomers), Wells

~

Our BIS Belgium branch organised one Regional Event
1. Annual Space Symposium

~

Our BIS-ITALIA branch attended six Regional Events
1. Star Party in St. Berthelemy (Region Valle d'Aosta)
2. European Research Night, Italian Space Agency, Rome
3. Rome Maker Faire 2016 (European Edition of Maker Faire)
4. ESA/ESRIN Open Days for Schools 2017, Frascati
5. Prime projection of the movie Hidden Figures
6. Maggio Museale alla Sapienza (Open Day of Sapienza University)
Org anised activities and events, including:
14'" Reinventing Space Conference, Royal Society, London
0
Sir Arthur Clarke Awards 2016, Royal Society, London
RISpace Visit to Airbus DS, Stevenage
Space & Astronomy Day Hastings
Introduction to Rocket Science, Royal Institution, London
Sir Arthur Clarke Awards 2017 at the UK Space Conference 2017, Manchester
World Space Week (UK activities) coordinated by Vix Southgate, including the launch event at
Alton Towers with Al Worden and Dallas Campbell
Visit to R.A. F. Spadeadam (History Committee)
0
Atte nded external conferences/exhibitions/events,
including:
International Astronautical Congress, Guadalajara
New Scientist Live, ExCel, London Docklands
Reach Society Careers Day, Russell Square, London
Fox 'Hidden Figures' Preview + STEM Panel (Broadcast to 24 Odeon Cinemas)
Astronomy Now European Astrofest, Kensington, London
BIS Presentation to Luton Astronomical Society
Space Day, Hockerill College, Bishops Storfford
UKSEDS Conference, Exeter University
Space Village at the British Science Association Grand Run Around the Solar System, Olympic
Park, Strafford, London

SpaceUp Strasbourg
The Future for the UK Space Economy —Funding, Strategy and BREXIT Growth, London
UK Space Conference, Manchester Central
SpaceUp, Queen Mary University, London
Maidstone International

Arts Festival

These activities are not for the sole benefit of the membership,

but are intended to provide outreach and
education of the general public on all matters to do with astronautics on the basis that these are seen as being
to the general benefit of all mankind. We also promote and assist all those who are involved in advancing the
art, culture, heritage and the science and engineering related to astronautics.

This is in accordance with the Charities Act 2011 and the guidance
document "Charities and Public Benefit".
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provided

by the Charity Commission

3.2 Risk Management
The Council has continued to review major risks to which the Charity is exposed. These include the monitoring
of the management accounts on a regular basis throughout the year and the maintenance of effective backup systems. The activities of the Charity are catered for in respect of risk by the effecting of comprehensive
insurance covers, including publications liabilities. A risk register has been established and adopted by the
Council and is reviewed annually. All staff have read it and are aware of its contents. Staff are kept up-todate in the use of fire equipment and also first aid.

Composition

of The Society

31.08.17

31.08.16

Fellows (Corporate)
Members (Non-Corporate)
Students (Non-Corporate)

713
1174
119

1153
117

UKSEDS (Non-Corporate)

0

3

The Society compdises:

2006

3.3

728

2001

Financial Information

The accounts submitted follow the lines of
account of recent legislation, comply with
Society's Constitution. They do not contain
been any significant changes in the nature

those adopted

in previous years, expanded as necessary to take
current statutory requirements and with the requirements of the
any material transactions of an exceptional nature, nor have there
of the Society's financial activities,

Following the otherwise successful International Astronautical Congress hosted by the Society in Glasgow in
2008, the Society was left with a deficit of 220, 000 Euros owing to the IAF. The original agreement was
reached between the Society and the IAF to treat this as a loan to be repaid over a 10 year period from
January 2012 to December 2022. Having reviewed these planned repayments, a revision was agreed in July
2017. The loan will now be repaid by July 2025.

The financial results for the year ended 31 August 2017 are set out on pages 14 to 23.

3.4 Reserves
The Trustees have considered the reserves of the Charity and have concluded that these represent
sufficient resource for the funding of the aims and objectives of the Charity on a year by year basis.

a

3.5 Investment Policy
The Trustees meet annually to assess the investment
associated with the Society's investments.

policy. The main objective is to reduce the risk

The Trustees take only a short term investment view. Charity funds are invested
the highest market rates.

in

fixed rate deposits earning

3.6 The Future
With the rapid expansion of the space sector and its continued support by the UK Government, the Society
sees a bright future in space. It will continue to promote astronautics, educate the general public in the
important role space plays in everyday life and use space to encourage more students to complete their
STEM studies. It is recognised that there is a severe shortage of young scientists and engineers in the UK
which will hinder the Government's plan to create 100,000 jobs and increase the turnover of the space sector

to 640billion by 2030.

The Society continues to provide an interesting and exciting lecture and events programme whilst also
publishing its magazines and technical journal and maintaining its 'shop-window',
its website, twitter and
Page 10 of 28

Facebook pages. It will endeavour to build stronger relations with government,
provide a space education and consultancy-type service.

industry

and academia and

The Society
~

~
~
~
~
~
~

~
~
~
~
~
~

will, in the coming year:
Continue to meruit new members and encourage more Members who are eligible lo become Fellows.
Concentrate on retaining more of its new or younger members.
Encourage the formation of more local branches bothin the UK and internationally, especially Scotland
And India.
Provide more support for existing regional branches.
Organise an interesting programme of lectures, symposia, activilies and events to promote astronautics.
Support the BIS-Itaiia outreach activities at ESRIN, Rome.
Implement significant elements of the Marketing Committee's Marketing Strategy.
Attend /AC 2017 Adelaide in Sept 2017.
Coordinate ail World Space Week activities in 4-10 October 2017.
Attend the 2'v New Scientist Live exhibition in Sept 2017 as a major exhibitor.
Run the Russian/Sino (previously SovfeVChi nese) Forum for its 38'" year.
Organise and run the Reinventing Space Conference at the University of Slrathciydein October 2017.
Celebrate the centenary of Sir Arthur Clarke Birfhday at the conference dinner at the Reinvenling Space

Conference in Oclober 2017.

~

Attend the National Student Space Conference in Surreyin Match 2018.
Plan for the /AC in Bremen in September 2018, design the UK Pavilion and organise lhe Student Paper
competition.
Continuing working to bring JBIS back on schedule.
Revamp the format and presentation of SpaceFiight magazine, with a view to increasing newsstand sales
and attracting new members.
Support the Odyssey leam in providing a quarterty 4-page e-magazine.
Up-date and maintain lhe BIS-space website and continue to expand the use of Social Media.
Prepare for 2017 World Space Weekin the UKin Oct 2017 and encourage more schools to support.
Continue to maintain the Headquarters building and upgrade and improve its facilities.
Continue to make the building pay its way by hiring out or letting rooms.
Outsource the merchandise function to a 3w party, to enhance the customer service levels and introduce

~

newilems.
Plan to lead the UK's celebrations for the 50'" anniversary

~
~

~
~

~

~
~
~
~

of the Apollo landings.

3.7 Auditors
accordance with the company's Articles, a resolution proposing that Berley be re-appointed
be put Io the Annual General Meeting.
In

as auditors

will

Statement of Disclosure to Auditors

a. so lar as the directors are aware, there is no relevant

audit information

of which the company's auditors

are unaware; and
b.

they have taken all the steps that they ought to have taken as directors in order to make themselves
aware of any relevant audit Informatton and Io establish that the company's auditors are aware of that
information.

This report has been prepared
companies' exemption.

in

accordance

with the provisions applicable Io companies entitled to the small

Signed on behalf of the Trustees

Mrs Gillian Norman

Executive Secretary
Date: 30 May 2018
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE BRITISH INTERPLANETARY SOCIETY
(A Company limited by guarantee and not having a share capital)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2017
Opinion

We have audited the financial statements of The British Interplanetary Society (the 'charity') for the year ended 31 August
2017 which comprise the Statement of Financial Activities, the Balance Sheet and the notes to the Financial Statements,
including a summary of significant accounting policies. The financial reporting framework that has been applied in their
preparation is applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards, including Financial Reporting Standard 102 The
Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting
Practice).

In

our opinion, the financial statements:

a true and fair view of the state of the charitable company's affairs as at 31 August 2017 and of its incoming
resources and application of resources, for the year then ended;
have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice; and
give

have been prepared

in

accordance with the requirements

of the Companies Act 2006.

Basis for opinion
We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) and applicable law. Our
responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor's responsibilities for the audit of the accounts
section of our report. We are independent of the charity in accordance with the ethical requirements that are relevant to our
audit of the accounts in the UK, including the FRC's Ethical Standard, and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities
in accordance with these requirements.
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate
to provide a basis for our opinion.

Conclusions relating to going concern
We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters

in

relation to which the ISAs (UK) require us to report to you

where:
the Trustees' use of the going concern basis of accounting in the preparation of the financial statements is not
appropriate; or
the trustees have not disclosed in the financial statements any identified material uncertainties that may cast
significant doubt about the charity's ability to continue to adopt the going concern basis of accounting for a period
of at least twelve months from the date when the financial statements are authorised for issue.

Other information
The other information comprises the information included in the annual report, other than the financial statements and our
auditor's report thereon. The trustees are responsible for the other information. Our opinion on the financial statements
does not cover the other information and we do not express any form of assurance conclusion thereon.
In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing so,
consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial statements or our knowledge obtained in
the audit or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If we identify such material inconsistencies or apparent material
misstatements, we are required to determine whether there is a material misstatement in the financial statements or a
material misstatement of the other information. If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that there is a
material misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact.

We have nothing to report

in this

regard.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE BRITISH INTERPLANETARY SOCIETY
(A Cotnpany Iitnited by guarantee and not having a share capital)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2017

Matters on which we are required to report by exception
In the light of the knowledge and understanding
of the charity and its environment obtained in the course of the
audit, we have not identified material misstatements in the Directors' Report included within the Trustees' Report.

We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters in relation to which the Charities (Accounts and
Reports) Regulations 2008 require us to report to you if, in our opinion:
the information given in the financial statements is inconsistent in any material respect with the Trustees'
Report; or
sufficient accounting records have not been kept; or
the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records; or
we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit.

Responsibilities

of trustees

As explained more fully in the Statement of Trustees' Responsibilities, the trustees, who are also the directors of
the charity for the purpose of company law, are responsible for the preparation of the financial statements and for
being satisfied that they give a true and fair view, and for such internal control as the directors determine is
necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due
to fraud or error.

the financial statements, the trustees are responsible for assessing the charity's ability to continue as a
going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis of
accounting unless the trustees either intend to liquidate the company or to cease operations, or have no realistic
alternative but to do so
In preparing

Auditor's responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor's report that includes our opinion.
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance
with ISAs (UK) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or
error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to
influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.
description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is located on the Financial
Reporting Council's website at: http: //www. frc. org. uk/auditorsresponsibilities,
This description forms part of our
auditor's report.

A further

This report is made solely to the charity's trustees, as a body, in accordance with part 4 of the Charities (Accounts
and Reports) Regulations 2008. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the charity's
trustees those matters we are required to state to them in an auditors' report and for no other purpose. To the
fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the charity and the
charity's trustees as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

Mark Levy (Senior Statutory Auditor)
76 New Cavendish Street, London W1G 9TB

For and on behalf of
Barley Chartered Accountants, Statutory Auditors
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THE BRITISH INTERPLANETARY SOCIETY
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 August 2017
INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

Notes

Unrestricted
Funds

Restricted
Funds

Total

Total

20'I 7

2016
6

6
Income and endowments

from:
247, 856
187,530
6, 686

252, 274

41

247, 856
187,530
6, 686
41

442, 113

442, 113

492, 820

6, 807
458, 756

6, 807
458, 756

7, 884
509,408

Total expenditure

465, 563

465, 563

517,292

Net (expenditure) for the yearl
Net movement in funds

(23, 450)

(23,450)

(24, 472)

Donations & gifts
Charitable activities
Other trading activities
Investments

(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

Total income

231,379
9,034
133

Expenditure on:
Raising funds
Charitable activities

(7)
(8)

Reconciliation of Funds
Total funds brought fonvard

(45, 700)

24, 795

(20, 905)

3,567

Total funds carried forward

(69, 150)

24, 795

(44, 355)

(20, 905)
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THE BRITISH INTERPLANETARY SOCIETY
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 AUGUST

2017
Notes

2017

2016

(10)

14,758

19,678

(11)

5, 166
43, 685
70, 795

47, 432
62, 922

119,646

116,341

69,827
474

53, 117

70, 301

53, 299

(14)

64, 103
(108,458)

82, 720
(103,625)

(15)

(44, 355)

(20, 905)

(16)
(16)

(69, 150)
24, 795

(45, 700)
24, 795

(44, 355)

(20, 905)

f

Fixed Assets
Tangible assets

Current Assets
Stock
Debtors
Cash at bank and

(12)

in hand

Current Liabilities
Creditors payable within one year
Subscriptions for 2017 received in advance

(13)

Total Assets Less Current Liabilities
Creditors payable after more than one year
Net

Assets

f

5, 987

182

Represented by:
Unrestricted Funds
Restricted Funds

Total Funds

These financial statements have been prepared
subject to the small companies' regime.
Approved

by the

in

accordance

with the provisions

applicable

to companies

Trustees and authorised for issue on 30 May 2018.

Mr Mark Hempsell

Mr Alistair

Scott

)

Mrs Gillian Norman

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL

Company Registration

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

No: 00402498
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THE BRITISH INTERPLANETARY SOCIETY
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2017

1.

Accounting Policies
Charity Information
The British Interplanetary Society is a private company limited by guarantee incorporated in England and
Wales. The registered office and place of business are 27-29 South Lambeth Road, London, SWB 1SZ.

1.1.

Accounting convention
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the charity's governing document, the
Companies Act 2006 and "Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice
applicable to charities preparing their financial statements in accordance with the Financial Reporting
Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102)" (as amended for accounting periods
commencing from 1 January 2016). The charity is a Public Benefit Entity as defined by FRS 102.
The charity has taken advantage of the provisions
1 not to prepare a Statement of Cash Flows.

in

the SORP for charities applying FRS 102 Update Bulletin

The financial statements are prepared in sterling, which is the functional currency of the charity. Monetary
amounts in these financial statements are rounded to the nearest E
The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention. The principal accounting
policies adopted are set out below.

These financial statements for the year ended 31 August 2017 are the first financial statements of The British
Interplanetary Society prepared in accordance with FRS 102, The Financial Reporting Standard applicable
in the UK and Republic of Ireland. The date of transition to FRS 102 was 1 September 2015. The reported
financial performance for the previous period are not affected by the transition to FRS 102.

1.2. Going concern
The balance sheet is in deficit due to the amount owed to the International Astronautical Federation (IAF)
respect of the congress organised. This amount is payable over the next ten years (see note 14)

in

of approving the financial statements, the trustees have a reasonable expectation that the charity
has adequate resources to continue in operational existence for the foreseeable future. Thus the trustees
continue to adopt the going concern basis of accounting in preparing the financial statements.

At the time

1.3. Charitable funds
Unrestricted funds are available for use at the discretion of the trustees
objectives unless the funds have been designated for other purposes.

in

furtherance

of their charitable

Restricted funds are subject to specific conditions by donors as to how they may be used. The purposes and
uses of the restricted funds are set out in the notes to the financial statements.

1.4. Incoming resources.
Income is recognised when the charity is legally entitled to it after any performance conditions
met, the amounts can be measured reliably, and it is probable that income will be received.

have been

Cash donations are recognised on receipt. Other donations are recognised once the charity has been notified
of the donation, unless performance conditions require deferral of the amount. Income tax recoverable in
relation to donations received under Gift Aid or deeds of covenant is recognised at the time of the donation.
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THE BRITISH INTERPLANETARY SOCIETY
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2017
The Society's income is from membership and Library subscriptions, legacies, gifts and donations and profits
from sundry sales, excluding value added tax and is reflected in the Income and Expenditure Account for the
year to which it relates. All of this income is classified as Unrestricted Funds. There are no Endowment
Funds. There are no Life Membership subscriptions. By Council Resolution payments received in advance
for 2018 may not be utilised until on or after January 1 2018.
No part of the Society's income may be distributed,
otherwise by way of profit.

directly or indirectly,

by way of dividend,

bonus, or

1.5. Resources expended
Liabilities are recognised
charity to that expenditure,
be measured reliably.

as expenditure as soon as there
it is

probable that settlement

is

will

a legal or constructive obligation committing the
be required and the amount of the obligation can

is accounted for on an accruals basis, inclusive of any VAT which cannot be recovered. All
support costs and governance costs are allocated or apportioned to the applicable
expenditure headings. Certain expenditure that can be directly attributable to specific activities has been
included in those cost categories. Certain other costs, which are attributable to more than one activity, are
apportioned across cost categories on the basis of an estimate of the proportion of time spent by staff on
those activities.
All

expenditure

expenses including

The direct costs of fundraising

activities and the proportion of overheads

Governance

costs are those incurred

constitutional

and statutory requirements.

in

required to support these activities.

the governance of the charity and are primarily

Support costs are those expenses incurred to support the activities

in

associated with

furtherance of the charity's objects.

1.6. Depreciation
costs of freehold land and buildings have been fully depreciated with the aggregate provision for
depreciation and funds provided for their cost and it is therefore inappropriate to spread the cost of the
assets over their useful life against other Society funds generated from current operations. The Council
consider that the value of the freehold and other assets materially exceeds the cost as stated in the
accounts. The Society is, by its Constitution, restricted in the disposal of its assets. Part of the Society's
premises (No. 29) is a Grade II Listed Building.

(i) The

(ii) Tangible

Fixed Assets have been depreciated at rates designed to write off their cost over the expected

useful lives

as follows:

Fixtures, Fittings and Equipment

—25% on

written down value.

1.7. Stocks
Stocks are stated at the lower of cost and estimated selling price less costs to complete and sell. Cost
comprises direct materials and, where applicable, direct labour costs and those overheads that have been
incurred in bringing the stocks to their present location and condition. Items held for distribution at no or
nominal consideration are measured the lower of replacement cost and cost.
Net realisable value is the estimated selling price less all estimated
incurred in marketing, selling and distribution.
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THE BRITISH INTERPLANETARY SOCIETY
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2017

1.8. Cash

and cash equivalents

include cash in hand, deposits held at call with banks, other short-term liquid
investments with original maturities of three months or less, and bank overdrafts. Bank overdrafts are shown
within borrowings in current liabilities.

Cash and cash equivalents

1.9.

Financial instruments

The charity has elected to apply the provisions of Section 11 'Basic Financial Instruments'
'Other Financial Instruments Issues' of FRS 102 to all of its financial instruments.

and Section 12

Financial instruments are recognised in the charity's balance sheet when the charity becomes party to the
contractual provisions of the instrument.
Financial assets and liabilities are offset, with the net amounts presented in the financial statements, when
there is a legally enforceable right to set off the recognised amounts and there is an intention to settle on a
net basis or to realise the asset and settle the liability simultaneously.

Basic financial assets
Basic financial assets, which include debtors and cash and bank balances, are initially measured at
transaction price including transaction costs and are subsequently carried at amortised cost using the
effective interest method unless the arrangement constitutes a financing transaction, where the transaction
is measured at the present value of the future receipts discounted at a market rate of interest. Financial
assets classified as receivable within one year are not amortiaed.

Basic financial liabilities
Basic financial liabilities, including creditors and loans are initially recognised at transaction price unless the
arrangement constitutes a financing transaction, where the debt instrument is measured at the present value
of the future payments discounted at a market rate of interest. Financial liabilities classified as payable within
one year are not amortised.
Debt instruments

are subsequently

carried at amortised cost, using the effective interest rate method.

Trade creditors are obligations to pay for goods or services that have been acquired in the ordinary course
of operations from suppliers. Amounts payable are classified as current liabilities if payment is due within one
year or less. If not, they are presented as non-current liabilities. Trade creditors are recognised initially at
transaction price and subsequently measured at amortised cost using the effective interest method.

Derecognition of financial liabilities
Financial liabilities are derecognised when the charity's contractual obligations expire or are discharged or
cancelled.

1.10.

Employee benefits

The cost of any unused holiday entitlement
received.

is recognised in the period in which the employee's

services are

Termination benefits are recognised immediately as an expense when the charity is demonstrably
to terminate the employment of an employee or to provide termination benefits.

1.11.

committed

Retirement benefits

Payments to defined contribution

retirement benefit schemes are charged
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THE BRITISH INTERPLANETARY SOCIETY
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2017

1.12. Foreign exchange
Transactions in currencies other than pounds sterling are recorded at the rates of exchange prevailing at the
dates of the transactions. At each reporting end date, monetary assets and liabilities that are denominated
in foreign currencies are retranslated
at the rates prevailing on the reporting end date. Gains and losses
arising on translation are included in the income statement for period.

2.

Critical accounting estimates and judgements
In the application
of the charity's accounting policies, the trustees are required to make judgements,
estimates and assumptions about the carrying amount of assets and liabilities that are not readily apparent
from other sources. The estimates and associated assumptions are based on historical experience and other
factors that are considered to be relevant. Actual results may differ from these estimates.

The estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to accounting
estimates are recognised in the period in which the estimate is revised where the revision affects only that
period, or in the period of the revision and future periods where the revision affects both current and future
periods.

3.

6.

201 6
F.

12,780
18,824
220, 670

247, 856

252, 274

2017

2016

187,530

228, 879
2, 500

187,530

231,379

Other trading activities

2017

2016

Sale of bought

6, 686

9,034

2017

2016

41

133

2017

2016

6, 807

7, 884

Charitable activities
Publications and meetings
Sherman Fund

5.

f

20, 171
19,871
207, 814

Donations and gifts
Tax recovered by Deeds of Covenant
Membership subscriptions

4.

2017

Donations and legacies

in

f

goods

Investments
Interest receivable

7. Raising funds
Cost of goods sold
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THE BRITISH INTERPLANETARY SOCIETY
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2017

8.

Charitable activities

Publications
and events

Congress

Medals
and awards

costs

f
259, 129

Direct costs

8, 762

Other

Total

Total

costs
6

2017

2016

6

E

1,950

269,841

283, 802

129,520
4, 500
3, 290
4, 920
33,846
6, 216
7, 462
2, 165
(3,004)
458, 756

152, 674
4, 500
3,318
6, 559
32, 332
9,705
5, 934
3,397
7, 187
509,408

~S

39, 283

Staff costs
Audit

fees

Accountancy fees
Depreciation

Premise expenses
Communications
Advertising

and promotion

Sundry expenses

Bank charges

298,412

9.

1,950

8, 762

90, 237
4, 500
3,290
4, 920
33,846
6, 216
7,462
2, 165
(3,004)
149,632

Staffing

2016

2017
Number of employees
The average monthly number employees during the year was:

Magazine Editorial and Typesetting costs (see below) have been included as part of the cost of producing
the two Society magazines. No other general administrative support costs have been apportioned but are
estimated to be of the order of one-third of the total Administrative expenditure.

31 August 2017 there were 3 full-time members of staff (3 at 31 August 2016). One of the staff was
concerned with magazine production and was supported by substantial voluntary and additional part-time
specialist assistance.

At

Trustees provide their services voluntarily and are not included

in

2017

2016

112,427
9, 148
7, 945

130,078
11,106
11,490

129,520

152,674

90,237
39,283

113,388
39,286

129,520

152,674

f

Total staffing costs are as follows:
Salaries and wages
Social Security costs
Pension contributions

the number of employees shown

f

These costs are apportioned as follows:
Administration

Publications and events
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THE BRITISH INTERPLANETARY SOCIETY
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2017

The Society operates a defined contribution pension scheme. The assets of the scheme are held separately
from those of the Society in an independently administered fund. The contributions are charged to the income
and Expenditure account as paid and the cost for the financial year ended 31 August 2017 was F7, 945 (2016:

E11,490).
Contributions

totalling

E859 (2016:Enil) were payable to the fund at the year end and are included

in

Creditors.

10. Tangible Fixed Assets
Freehold Land
and Buildings

Fixtures, Fittings
Equipment &

Total

Library
E

Historical Cost:
Balance at 1 September 2016

364, 226

174,744

538, 970

Balance at 31 August 2017

364, 226

174,744

538,970

Depreciation:
Balance at 1 September 2016

364, 225

155,067
4, 920

519,292
4, 920

364, 225

159,987

524, 212

Net Book Values:
31 August 2017

14,757

14,758

31 August 2015]

19,677

19,678

Additions

Charge for the year-

25% on written down value
Balance at 31 August 2017

The Society may not sell, charge or otherwise deal with its Freehold Property without the sanction of the
Charity Commissioners. A rebuilding value of E750, 000 has been adopted for the Society's Freehold
Premises for insurance purposes.
The loan (see note 14) is secured against the Society's Freehold land and buildings.
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THE BRITISH INTERPLANETARY SOCIETY
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2017

11. Debtors
201'7

43,685

47, 432

2017
1,105

2016
6
55, 902
7, 020

70, 795

62, 922

2017

2016

17,573
4, 791
3,692
43, 771

10,826
7, 052
3,412

31,827

69,827

53, 117

2017
108,458

2016
6
103,625

112,150
(3,692)

107,037
(3,412)

108,458

103,625

3,692
71,536
36, 922

34, 115

34, 787

Sundry debtors
Prepayments and accrued income

12. Cash at bank and

8, 898

2016
6
23,228
24, 204

in hand

6
69,690

Current accounts

Cash

13. Creditors Payable

within One Year

f

Trade Creditors
Taxation and Social Security
Loan
Other creditors and accruals

14. Creditors payable after more than one year

6
Loan

Loan Analysis
Wholly repayable

after one year

Included in current liabilities

Loan Maturity Analysis
In more than one year but not more than two years
In more than two years but not more than five years
In more than five years

3, 412

69, 510

The loan is secured by a charge over the company's freehold land and buildings.

15. Analysis of Net Assets between Funds
Restricted
Funds

General
Funds

f

6
Fixed assets
Current assets
Current liabilities
Long-term liabilities

14,758
94, 851
(70, 301)
(108,458)

5
14, 758

(69, 150)
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119,646
(70, 301)
(108,458)

24, 795

(44, 355)

THE BRITISH INTERPLANETARY SOCIETY
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2017

16. Movement in Funds
At 1 September

2016

Incoming

Outgoing

Resources

Resources
6

6

6

At 31 August

2017

Restricted Funds
L

J Carter Memorial Fund
Sharman Fund

22, 295
2, 500

22, 295
2, 500

Total restricted funds

24, 795

24, 795

Unrestricted

Funds

General funds

(45, 700)

442, 113

(465, 563)

(69, 150)

Total funds

(20, 905)

442, 113

(465, 563)

(44, 355)

Fur ose of Restricted Funds

J Carter Afemorial Fund
Donations from Members of the Society to cover expenses incurred by speakers at the Biennial L
L

J Carter

Memorial Lecture.

Sherman Fund
The Sherman Fund comprises of the residual funds from the UK Space Agency to celebrate the 25e
anniversary of Helen Sharman's mission to the Mir Space Station.
The residual funds will be used to produce and post souvenir photos and information cards for schools.

17. Taxation
The charitable company is exempt from corporation tax on its investment
from carrying out the charitable activity and applied for that purpose.
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income and on other income derived

Notice of Meeting
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 73rd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of THE BRITISH
INTERPLANETARY SOCIETY will be held at The Royal Gunpowder Mills, Beaulieu Drive, Waltham Abbey,
Essex, EN9 1JY on the 28'" July 2018 at 1.00P. M. Attendance is restricted to Fellows of the Society. Admission
is by ticket which may be obtained in advance from the Society's office.
As required by the Companies Act and in accordance with Article 23 and Bye Law 29 (1) of the Society's
Constitution, the Agenda is as follows:

AGENDA
1.

To receive the Reports of the President and of the Council for the year ended 31 August 2017 (attached).
(Resolution No. 1)

2.

To receive the Report of the Auditors and the audited accounts for the year ended 31 August 2017
(attached).
(Resolulion No. 2)

3.

To elect four members of the Council of the Society
of Association.

in

accordance

with Article

43 of the Society's Articles

Those retiring and seeking re-election are:
Alistair Scott, David Shayler, Chris Welch, Rod Woodcock.
A valid nomination

form has been received from Terry Henley.

As the number of nominations exceeds the number of vacancies, election
with the provisions of the Society's Constitution.

will

be by ballot

in

accordance

(Resolution No. 3)

4.

To reappoint auditors for the period from the conclusion of this meeting to the conclusion of the next
general meeting at which accounts are laid before the Society and to authorise the Council to fix the
remuneration

of the auditors.
(Resolution No 4)

5.

Closing Remarks by the President.

By Order of the Council

Mrs Gillian Norman

Executive Secretary

Date: 30 May 2018

Registered Office:
27/29 South Lambeth Road, London SW8 1SZ
bis-s aee. eem
Tel: 020 7735 3160 ill. norman

cannot be personally present at the meeting may appoint the Chairman of the meeting, or
some other person who must be a Fellow of the Society, to attend snd vote by proxy on their behalf on
the taking of a poll.

A Fellow who
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NOMINEES FOR COUNCIL

Aliatair Scott

joined the Society in 1995, became a Fellow in 2001, was elected to Council in
September 2007 and served as President of the Society from September 2012 to
July 2015. I will continue to assist in the day-to-day running of the Society, help to
maintain, improve and upgrade its facilities and try to find further ways to make the
building pay its way.
will work with the Events, Marketing and Membership
Committees to retain members and increase membership by raising the profile of
the BIS and by the formation of more regional and international branches.
will support the Technical Committee in following up new and exciting projects
and studies and will supply articles and event information to the Publications and
e-Media Committees to ensure that the Spacef light magazine, e-Newsletter and
website continue to be up-to-date and interesting.
will continue to work with
other members of Council to encourage key Government Departments and the UK Space Industry to recognise
the BIS as a passionate supporter and promoter of the UK Space Sector and a valuable contributor to STEM
Education.
I

I

I

I

David Shayler"

first joined the Society as a member in 1976 and that association had allowed me to
develop my passion for recording the history & development of human space
also intend to support the Society's efforts in expanding its library,
exploration.
its
activities,
and developing the number of Forums held each year.
promoting
The Societies Library & Archive offers a wealth of information for researchers and
members and is one of the key features of the Society.
fully support the
development, preservation and expansion of the library and support the work of the
Library and History Committees in their efforts to secure the collection in the future.
The annual Russian/Sino forum was first held in 1980 (then ca lied the Soviet Technical
Forum) and is now in its 38'" year. Each year a full program of presentations is offered
by members and guests and as the coordinator of this event since 2012 am dedicated to seeing this Forum
grow stronger in the future. In addition, there is a desire to develop other Forum topics such as the Space Rescue
and Safety Forum and ISS Forum (both planned for 2018), support the BIS program of Apollo 50'" anniversary
activities as well as introducing new topics and platforms for the membership to engage and participate in.
I

I

I

I

off

Terry Henley
I first joined the BIS back in the late 1960s to early
1970s. The BIS seemed to be really
doing something then, and the discussions of future engines interested me in the
prospect of travel into deep space. I then rejoined in 2010 and was elected Fellow in

2015.
would like to push the BIS forward, and get more of our own groups working on
projects. This could draw in new members, and the increased membership will bring
more money to the Society, but more importantly, those members could bring in
more members, and the membership will increase; the engineers will bring new ideas
to the BIS, and once again we will be at the junction of creating something big,
because that is what the members will want to do.
The Government is still considering a spaceport, and we should lend our support to this; tell them that we will
need it very soon to launch our own rockets and astronauts into Space.
It will not be done overnight, and we will need additional volunteers to get it
th ground; if we explain what
we are hoping to create, then our members may be more willing to get together and help.
I
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Dr Chris Welch*

Although the Society has achieved some notable successes recently driven

—again - very

the work of its dedicated volunteers, we face ever increasing challenges.
At the bottom of these are our continuing need for more income to allow the Society to
pay off the remainder of its debt to the IAF, rebuild its financialreserves and undertake
significantly

by

new projects effectively.
My term as IAF Vice-President comes to an end in October after which I plan to focus
our efforts on generating income, with a focus on generating and keeping new
members. I will continue also to be active in the space education and outreach areas

and hope

Universities

to help the Society

build new links with UK universities

through

the Space

Network.

Rod Woodcock*
Born in February 1945 in Knutsford Cheshire, I joined the Society in 1971 and was elected
a Fellow in 1984. I joined AVRO (Woodford) in 1960 for an Aeronautical Engineering
apprenticeship. In 1968 I left AVRO to start my own business from scratch and developed
it into a successful company before selling it in March 2008.
I have served as a Local Borough Councillor for 11 years, serving on several committees,
including budget and finance, town planning and community care.
My interests are Golf, Walking, Theatre and looking after a large garden.
Having now retired, I have the time and dedication to help the Society; I feel that living
in Cheshire helps to balance the spread of Council Members around the UK and helps
promote greater membership outside the London area.
I am very
keen on the Society developing regional groups, For too long, members outside the London area have
felt they rould not get involved in the lectures and meetings. I am a key member of the BIS West Midlands
branch, which has made tremendous efforts in organising talks and events in that area. I have also gained a vast
knowledge of every aspect of business, having been on numerous business courses over the years and feel that
this experience is vital to the future financial health of the Society.
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BALLOT PAPER
. (please print name)
a Corporate member of The British Interplanetary Society (hereinafter called 'the Society') hereby appoint the
Chairman of the Meeting (who is also a Corporate member of the Society) or failing him/her
(who is also a Corporate member of the Society) as my proxy to vote for me and on my behalf at the 73w Annual
General Meeting of the Society to be held at 1.00pm at the Royal Gunpowder Mills, Beaulieu Drive, Waltham
Abbey, Essex, EN9 1JY on the 28a July 2018, and at any adjournment thereof.
I

direct my proxy to vote as follows:-

Please indicate

with an

"X" in the appropriate space how you wish your votes to be cast.

For

RESOLUTIONS
No.

1. To

No.

2. To receive the accounts for the year ended 31 August 2017

No.

3. To elect four members of Council:1. Alistair Scott*
2.

receive the reports of the President and the Council

David Shayler"

3. Terry Henley
4. Chris Welch*

0
0
0
0

Against

0
0
0

CI

0

5. Rod Woodcock*

0

'Council Members sronding for re-election

Please note you can only vote for FOUR names
No.

4. To reappoint auditors

Signed.

.Dated . .

HOW TO VOTE BY PROXY
of Proxy you have to name the person chosen as your proxy, show how you want your vote to be cast on the
resolutions, sign the form and return it. The following notes are to help you to do this:
On this Form

1. You can appoint the Chairman of the Meeting or any other Fellow of the Society who is attending the meeting to be
your proxy. For convenience, the appointment of the Chairman has already been included and if you wish the Chairman
to cast your vote you need not make any changes to the form. If you want to appoint anybody other than the Chairman as
your proxy, you should cross out the words "the Chairman of the Meeting" and write in the name and address of your
proxy in the space provided.

2. Details of the resolutions are contained

in the Agenda for the meeting. The resolutions are numbered on this form in
the same order as on the Agenda. You can instruct your proxy how to vote on each resolution on which a poli is taken. Put
a cross in the appropriate box against each resolution to show whether your proxy is to vote for or against it. Your proxy
may vote or abstain as he chooses on any resolution on which You do not give instructions how to vote.

3. You

must sign and date the Form of Proxy in the space provided.

4. To be

valid the form must be deposited with the Executive Secretary at the Society's Registered Office not less than
48 hours before the date and time set for the meeting. The completed form may be deposited as an office copy or
emailed to gill. normangsbis-space. corn.

Returning the form will not disqualify you from attending the meeting and voting in person if you wish but you should
then tell an official at the meeting so that the proxy vote may be cancelled.
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