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Trustees' Annual Report for the period 
 

From 

Period start date 

To 

Period end date 
1 Sept. 2016 31 August 2017 

 

Section A                        Reference and administration details 
 

Charity name  Cambridge String Players 
 

Other names charity is known by operating name:  City of Cambridge Symphony Orchestra 
 

Registered charity number (if any)  1096457  
 

Charity's principal address  
 
Mrs Anne Norman, 5 Scott’s Crescent 

Hilton 

Huntingdonshire 

Postcode PE28 9PG 
 

 Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity 

 Trustee name Office (if any) Dates acted if not for whole 
year 

Name of person (or body) entitled 
to appoint trustee (if any) 

1 Mr David 
Watkinson 

Chairman since 22 May 2012 By general meeting of charity 

2 Mrs Sheila von 
Rimscha 

Secretary since 22 May 2012 By general meeting of charity 

3 Dr Paul Hammond Treasurer since 1 September 2005 By general meeting of charity 
4 Mrs Anne Norman  since 2 July 2006 By general meeting of charity 
5     
6     
7     
8     
9     

10     
11     
12     
13     
14     
15     
16     
17     
18     
19     
20     

 
Names of the trustees for the charity, if any, (for example, any custodian trustees) 

 

Name Dates acted if not for whole year 
As above  
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Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information) 
Type of adviser Name Address 
none   

   

   

   

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information) 
As above 

 

 Section B              Structure, governance and management  
 

Description of the charity’s trusts 

Type of governing document     
(eg. trust deed, constitution)  

Constitution 

How the charity is constituted  
(eg. trust, association, company) 

The charity is an unincorporated association regulated by its constitution, 
which was adopted February 2003 and was amended by a special general 
meeting of 21 September 2004. 

Trustee selection methods  
(eg. appointed by, elected by) 

The power of appointment of charity trustees is held: (a) by general 
meetings of the charity (acting by election), and (b) by the existing charity 
trustees at any time (acting by unanimous resolution of all of the existing 
charity trustees). 

Additional governance issues (Optional information)  

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant, about: 

• policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction and 
training of trustees;  

• the charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the charity 
works; 

• relationship with any related 
parties; 

• trustees’ consideration of 
major risks and the system 
and procedures to manage 
them.  

Relationship with related parties:  The City of Cambridge Symphony 
Orchestra operates under the umbrella of the charity.  The orchestra has a 
management committee, elected by members of the orchestra.  Some of 
the Trustees are members of this management committee. 
 
The major risks faced by the Charity are financial, in particular loss of 
income due to poor attendance at/cancellation of a concert due, for 
example, to adverse weather conditions making travel to the venue by the 
orchestra or audience difficult.   

 

Section C                    Objectives and activities 
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Summary of the objects of the 
charity set out in its 
governing document 

The charity's objects are (1) the advancement of musical education and 
the promotion of public appreciation and study of music, for example by 
any of the following means: by holding concerts and lectures about music 
to which the public shall be admitted whether on payment or otherwise; 
by providing opportunities for the practice of music by amateur players of 
string instruments; by issuing publications conducive to the advancement 
of musical education; and/or by undertaking and executing any charitable 
trusts established or constituted wholly for promoting the appreciation, 
study or practice of music: and (2) to promote the art and science of 
music by assisting young musicians, being persons of moderate or 
limited means, in such a way as to enable them to become self-
supporting. 

Summary of the main 
activities undertaken for the 
public benefit in relation to 
these objects (include within 
this section the statutory 
declaration that trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 
Commission on public 
benefit) 

The Trustees have complied with the requirements of section 17(5) of the 
Charities Act 2011, in particular they have ‘taken regard’ of the Charity 
Commission's public benefit guidance ‘when exercising any powers or 
duties to which the guidance is relevant’.  We have reviewed the charity’s 
constitutional objects to reassure ourselves that they comply with the 
public benefit requirements:  We believe that the advancement of musical 
education and appreciation is beneficial (“benefit aspect”) to the public at 
large (“public aspect”) and that our activities do not give rise to more than 
incidental personal benefits.  We further believe that assisting young 
musicians towards self-support is beneficial, that there is a significant 
community of young musicians aspiring towards self-support having 
potential to benefit from our actions, and that the benefits are “incidental’.     
 
In pursuing our aims for the public benefit, we act on the belief the charity 
benefits the public in two ways: 
 
First, for participants in the orchestra, both string players and others, we 
provide an opportunity to engage in an enjoyable and educational music 
making activity, offering participants an opportunity to develop their 
technique, practical knowledge, and musical repertoire.  Not all players in 
the orchestra are members of the charity.  The soloists we have engaged 
are musicians at the early stages of their careers, so providing them with 
opportunities to practice and develop their art.  The winner of our Young 
Conductors’ competition conducted a work at the 15th October 2016 
concert. 
 
Second, for audiences, we present exciting and high quality 
performances that we hope are always a pleasurable, stimulating and 
entertaining cultural experience.  Some performances have been 
organized in partnership with other charities, with a share of the profits 
being given to that charity, so benefiting the public through the partner 
charity’s activities. A large fraction of the audience at our concerts claim 
concessionary ticket rates as over 65s.  We operate an informal 
dementia-friendly policy at our concerts 
 
In addition to the public educational benefits to participants and 
audiences mentioned above, the Trustees are conscious that its activities 
must be affordable, so concessionary rates are available for both 
membership subscriptions and audience tickets. We offer free 
membership to the under 18s and those without income, subscriptions 
are reduced by 50% for those over 18 and in full-time education or 
documented unemployed.  Any member with financial difficulties can 
privately discuss a special reduced subscription arrangement with the 
Treasurer. 

Additional details of objectives and activities (Optional information)  
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You may choose to include 
further statements, where 
relevant, about:  

• policy on grantmaking; 

• policy programme related 
investment;  

• contribution made by  
volunteers.  

Grantmaking:  see section D below. 
 
The charity has no investments beyond deposit accounts. 
 
We would like to thank the volunteers who organize the Friends scheme, 
who act as stewards and front of house staff at our concerts, and those 
charity members who give their time to help with the administration and 
organization of the orchestra, most notably our music librarians. 
 
We would also like to acknowledge our Friends for their continued loyal 
support and encouragement. 

 
Section D                      Achievements and performance 
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Section D                      Achievements and performance 
Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity 
during the year  
 

The activities of Cambridge String Players during the financial year from 
September 2016 to August 2017 have been as follows:-- 
 
(1) In respect of its object to advance musical education:-  Cambridge 
String Players ('CSP') had around 60 playing members, with orchestra 
sizes up to the mid 80s at some concerts; had the services of a musical 
director and a leader; and from 1 September 2016 to August 31 2017 
held 36 rehearsals, played six public concerts in the West Road concert 
hall in Cambridge under the name City of Cambridge Symphony 
Orchestra, and published programme brochures and other publicity 
material which were circulated in Cambridge and surrounding areas.  
Information about CSP's activities was also made public on the internet 
at www.ccso-online.org.uk .  
 
(2) In respect of its object for the assistance of young musicians: Young 
soloists were engaged for all the concerts. The winner of the Young 
Conductors’ competition held during the 2015-16 season conducted a 
piece in a concert in this season.  No grants were made, the excess of 
income and expenditure being judged insufficient (see section E below).   
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Section E                    Financial review  
 

Brief statement of the 
charity’s policy on reserves   

It is our financial risk management policy to hold at all times reserves at 
least sufficient to cover the long-term financial commitments made at the 
start of each season (concert hall and rehearsal venue bookings, soloists 
bookings, music director and leader fees, brochure production, publicity 
and website costs, music library storage, insurance).  In recent reporting 
periods these long-term commitments have totaled around £34,000, 
which is comparable to our reported net assets of around £35,000.  

Details of any funds materially 
in deficit None 

Further financial review details (Optional information) 

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant about: 
• the charity’s principal 

sources of funds (including 
any fundraising);  

• how expenditure has 
supported the key objectives 
of the charity;  

• investment policy and 
objectives including any 
ethical investment policy 
adopted.  

The main sources of funding are sale of concert tickets (including via our 
Friends scheme), sale of programmes, and member subscriptions (and 
Gift Aid on these).  Broadly speaking, concert expenses exceed concert 
takings on average, with the deficit and the cost of rehearsals being 
covered by income from member subscriptions.  During the 2016-17 
season total income exceeded total expenditure by around £500. 

 

Section F                     Other optional information 
 
 

 

Section G                    Declaration 
The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  
 
Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 

Signature(s)   

Full name(s) Dr Paul Simon Hammond  

Position (eg Secretary, Chair, 
etc) 

Treasurer  

 
Date  1 May 2018  

 












