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Aim and Purpose 

St Saviour’s Parochial Church Council (the PCC) has the responsibility for co-operating with the 

incumbent, the Reverend Lee Mullen, in promoting in the ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of 

the church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical and also has responsibility for the 

maintenance of the church building and the church hall of St Saviour’s Kings Road, Westcliff on Sea 

 

Objectives and Activities 

The PCC is committed to encouraging as many people as possible to become part of the worshipping 

community and to participate in the many activities which the church organises and promotes. The 

PCC is fully involved in the planning of these activities and also gives consideration and makes 

suggestions to the planning of worship throughout the year. When planning the activities the 

incumbent and the PCC take into consideration the Commissions guidance on public benefit and the 

promotion of religion within our community, through prayer and teaching. 

 

Achievements and performance 

Worship and Prayer 

We continue to offer a wide range of services from traditional BCP to the more modern Common 

Worship services. The separate service booklets for each of the church seasons make these easy to 

follow. For more informal worship the services can shown on a screen and where applicable it is also 

possible to include video clips. This is particularly useful where the service is focusing on a particular 

area or a charity such as Samaritan’s Purse  On the 4th Sunday of each month we hold a ‘breakfast 

service’ in the church hall. This is a more informal service at which food is served. This  continues to 

be popular  and is attracting families, with young children, who feel more comfortable  than in a 

more structured service in church.  During Lent and the Summer holiday period we also host some 

services for the wider Chalkwell group of Churches 

 

The death of our assistant minister, the Revd Carol Palmer in January 2017 has had a major effect on 

the functioning of the church during the past year and for a number of months following her passing, 

the whole church family was in a state of shock and disbelief. She was involved in so many areas of 

the church life. Her loss has been, and is still being, greatly felt by all within the church. Her 

organisational as well as her pastoral role within the church have ben sadly missed. She was 

passionate about the environment and was instrumental in setting up the ‘eco team’ at the church 

Some of the initiatives which she established, such as the recycling point in the church, are still being 

maintained but sadly a lot of the planning work which she was doing has, for the time being, 

stopped. In her memory, part of the garden area around the church is being turned into a wildlife 

friendly area and a ‘bug hotel’ is being planned. 

 

 

The electoral roll for 2017 stood at 94 of whom 46 are resident within the parish and 48 outside. The 

average attendance each week during the year over all the services is around 60 although the faces 

vary from week to week. The number of weddings  during the year decreased slightly  although the ll 

but the number of baptisms has continued to grow. 



 

We have two representatives on the Deanery synod who provide the PCC with a link between the 

parish  and the wider area, reporting on matters such as the implementation of the Diocesan wide 

discussion ‘ Transforming Presence’ as well as more local issues. The Deanery Synod also allocates 

the annual parish share payable to the diocese. St Saviour’s  also participates  in the Chalkwell Group 

of Churches and hosts joint services during Lent and also during the summer holiday season. Our 

Vicar and lay reader also attend  the Southend Deanery Chapter when possible. The good 

relationship with Crowstone St Georges URC continues and some services and other joint projects 

are shared with them. We re also slowly building our relationship with the two other Anglican 

churches in the area, St Michael’s and St Andrew’s. 

                                                                                                                                                            

The Church Buildings 

The Church 

I2017 was the year of our latest Quinquennial inspection and it was pleasing to hear the inspector 

ssay that it was ‘nice to see a church which was being cared for and where a programme of 

maintenance was being carried out. There were three area identified which needed attention and 

these have already been remedied. The other areas which the Quinquennial advised should be 

investigated during the period before the next inspection are being worked on and the PCC has 

continued its programme of refurbishment and repairs. In the past year this has included further re-

pointing of the coping stones on the roof together with repairs to other areas of the roof, cleaning of 

gutters and repairs to down pipes and repairs to lead flashings.  The gully beneath the South Aisle 

will in due course  be repaired in the same way as the one under the North Isle which was dug up 

and infilled, new concrete laid on top and overlaid with new parquet blocks. The church continues to 

be popular as a venue for musical events and restoration of the organ has continued. 

 

The PCC have agreed install a new disabled accessible toilet and a small kitchen and refreshment 

preparation area at the west end of the church. Plans have been drawn up and the Diocesan 

Advisory Committee have been contacted and have expressed support for the project. Plans have 

now been drawn up and an estimate for the cost of the project has been obtained and the PCC have 

given this their blessing. We now have to prepare a specification for the work and go out to tender  

There are also thoughts about installing a new heating system in the church and following extensive 

research a possible system has been identified and we are now progressing this posibilty 

 

Church Hall 

Following the refurbishment of the kitchen, and the cleaning and re surfacing of the hall floor the  

hall is becoming more widely used by various groups although only ‘mums and tots’ on a Tuesday 

morning is a weekly  activity run by the church,  ‘messy church’ sessions are now held during school 

holiday periods and are proving to be increasingly popular with increasing numbers attending and 

the frequency of these has been increased over the past year . 

 

We now have regular bookings for most days/evenings of the week and the like make an important 

contribution to the income of St Saviour’s. Hire rates have been increased but the cost is still below 

that of other halls in the area and bookings have increased. Special rates are offered to charities who 

wish to use the hall for their events  

 



 

Pastoral Care 

Westcliiff has a large number of care homes housing  a large and aging population many of whom 

have been members of the congregation in the past but who are now unable to attend church. To 

cater for their spiritual needs, services are regularly held in a number of the homes. In those places 

where services are not possible, communion is offered to any individual who wishes to take it. In 

addition to the vicar and the readers there are a number of lay members of the congregation who 

are licenced to administer the sacrements. In the week prior to Christmas, in conjunction with our 

neighbouring URC church, carol services are held in a number of the homes In past years  Revd Carol  

led the worship at a number of the homes in past years was,  but following her passing other 

members of the church stepped in to lead the worship 

 

 

Ecumenical Relationsships 

St Saviour’s is an active member of Chalkwell Group of Churches and participates in joint services 

during Lent and Advent as well as in the walk of Witness and open air service held on Good Friday. 

Crowstone URC has within this year merged with Westcliff URC and decided that they would hold 

their own Christmas carol service but it is hoped that this will once again become a joint service with 

St Saviour’s 

 

Charitable giving 

We continue to give financial support to various organisations, notably Christian Aid, the Childrens 

Society and the Essex Clergy Charitable Fund. We also continue to support the Kisezi Mission in 

Uganda and have made donations to a number of appeals during the past year. The PCC is currently 

reviewing the charities supported with a view to widening the scope of the giving. 

 

Financial review 

The year ended with an excess of income over expenditure of £745.00. Income was boosted by a  

legacy from Revd Carol and by an increase in the value of the church’s  investments. .  Planned giving 

showed a small increase but the weekly plate collections declined.  Income from th letting of the 

church hall has increased and it is forecast will continue to increase in the coming year. However the 

plans for the installation of the new toilet and kitchen and or improved heating and lighting will 

involve a high level of expenditure and although the church does have a reasonable balance sheet 

we will be actively seeking grants and donations once the project go ahead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 










