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FAB	Club	Chairpersons	report	AGM	February	2018	
	
Another	year	has	seemingly	flown	by,	and	here	we	are	at	the	FAB	Club	AGM	again.		I	am	proud	to	
say	the	past	year	has	proven	to	be	yet	another	successful	one	for	all	involved	in	FAB	Club.	Though	
a	small	charity,	we	continue	to	have	a	positive	impact,	providing	post	discharge	support	and	
rehabilitation	to	burn	injured	children	and	their	families	across	the	South	West	region.		2017	saw	
the	design	and	launch	of	a	new	modern	FAB	club	logo	represented	on	our	new	clothing,	leaflets	
and	stationary	and	with	this	and	a	fresh	new	website	the	charity	has	built	a	strong	brand	image	
and	identity.			
	
The	main	focus	of	the	charity	remains	to	provide	the	children	with	the	opportunity	to	meet	each	
other	at	day	trips;	parties	and	activity	based	camps,	whereby	they	can	share	their	experiences	
with	fellow	burn	survivors.		We	understand	that	from	these	meetings	life-long	friendships	and	
support	networks	between	the	children	and	families	can	also	grow,	we	are	encouraged	by	the	
feedback	we	continually	receive	from	those	who	FAB	club	supports.	
	
FAB	 Club	 endeavours	 to	 provide	 activities	 to	 suit	 all	 of	 the	 age	 groups,	 from	 the	 Christmas	
pantomime	and	party	and	sleepover	camps	at	weekends	which	suit	the	younger	children,	to	the	
longer	activity	residential	camps	full	of	challenges	and	adventure	for	the	older	ones.		We	have	this	
year	 been	 actively	 promoting	 the	 FAB	 Club	with	 the	 Bristol	 Childrens	 Hospital	 and	 other	 Burns	
support	 services	 in	 the	 South	West	 seeking	 to	 offer	 the	 services	 of	 FAB	 Club	 to	 all	 young	 burn	
injury	survivors.	
	
Early	 in	 2017	we	 held	 a	 sleepover	 camp	 for	 the	 younger	 FAB	 children,	 for	 some	 the	 first	 time	
staying	away	without	their	families;	a	big	step	but	with	the	support	of	the	FAB	volunteers	and	the	
busy	schedule	of	activities	a	real	success.	Skern	Lodge	 in	Devon	was	the	 location	of	our	regional	
camp	in	May.	All	of	the	children	and	volunteers	who	attended	thoroughly	enjoyed	all	aspects	of	
the	 camp.	 The	 activities	 are	 varied	 each	 year	 and	 the	 staff	 continue	 to	 offer	 new	 and	 exciting	
activities	for	the	FAB	group.		This	camp	is	booked	again	for	this	year;	thanks	go	to	Matt	Boyle	for	
organising	the	camp,	and	to	the	volunteers	who	attended.			
	
In	the	summer,	children	from	the	FAB	Club	joined	those	from	other	burns	clubs	across	the	country,	
at	 the	 National	 Burns	 Camp	 at	 Grafham	 Water	 Centre	 in	 Cambridgshire	 for	 an	 action-packed	
activity	 holiday.	 	 Three	 FAB	 children	 also	 had	 the	 opportunity	 to	 extend	 this	 experience	 by	
representing	 the	club	at	 the	 International	 camp,	 this	 time	held	 in	London,	 for	a	 few	days	either	
side	of	the	Grafham	Camp.		FAB	club	is	able	to	provide	funding,	volunteers	and	support	to	young	
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burn	 injury	survivors	 to	attend	these	activities,	meeting	others	and	making	 friends	 from	all	over	
the	world.	
		
Other	 activities	 included	 a	 day	 trip	 to	 Alton	 Towers,	 a	 successful	 family	 camp	 and	 the	 national	
Jamboree.		FAB	endeavours	to	offer	varied	opportunities	to	suit	the	children	as	they	grow	in	age	
and	confidence	to	take	part	first	with	their	families,	and	then	progressing	to	day	trips,	sleepovers	
and	residential	weekend	and	week	camps,	which	continues	to	work	really	well.		The	feedback	we	
receive	from	families	about	their	experiences	and	the	benefits	to	them	and	the	FAB	children	has	
been	fantastic,	and	continues	to	motivate	all	within	the	charity.	
	
We	 held	 our	 popular	 annual	 Christmas	 party	 and	 pantomime,	with	 a	 new	 production	 company	
delivering	 a	 hugely	 entertaining	 performance	 of	 Cinderella	 with	 lots	 of	 enthusiastic	 audience	
participation.	The	party	continued	after	the	show	with	craft	activities	and	a	party	tea	enjoyed	by	
all.	We	were	 really	 pleased	 to	welcome	 again	 some	 families	 coming	 from	 as	 far	 as	 Devon	 and	
Dorset,	who	all	agreed	it	was	very	worth	the	journey!	
	
All	of	the	FAB	club	activities	can	only	be	achieved	thanks	to	the	fundraising	and	donations	to	FAB	
Club	and	this	year	we	have	had	some	excellent	support.	 	The	Hilton	Worldwide	have	supported	
FAB	with	 a	 very	 generous	 donation	 of	 £10,100	 to	 support	 camp	 activities	 in	 2018.	 The	 annual	
charity	ball	in	June	raised	over	£5000	and	continues	to	be	a	huge	success.	A	firm	favourite	in	the	
social	calendar	it	is	booked	again	at	the	Tortworth	Court	Hotel	this	year.		Thanks	go	to	Lizzie,	Julie	
and	Cathy	who	organise	this	every	year,	and	to	all	those	who	give	their	time	as	guest	speakers	and	
providing	 prizes	 and	 items	 for	 the	 auction.	 	 We	 welcome	 all	 ideas	 for	 fundraising	 events	 and	
activities	for	2018,	and	thanks	go	to	volunteers	who	continue	to	give	up	their	time	to	give	talks	to	
groups	and	schools,	and	carry	out	collections	at	events.	
The	FAB	lottery	continues	to	raise	funds	for	us	and	numbers	are	still	available!!		I	would	personally	
like	to	thank	everyone	for	all	their	hard	work	and	commitment	to	all	aspects	of	fundraising.			
	
FAB	 Club	 is	 reliant	 on	 the	 commitment	 and	 dedication	 of	 all	 the	 volunteers	 who	 ensure	 the	
smooth	running	of	the	charity	and	also	those	who	do	the	additional	back	office	roles	of	the	exec	
committee	to	keep	the	charity	running	effectively.	I	would	like	to	thank	you	all	personally	and	also	
on	behalf	of	 the	children	and	 their	 families,	your	passion	 for	 the	charity	 is	 the	 foundation	of	 its	
success	in	supporting	their	recovery.		It	has	been	really	encouraging	to	welcome	new	volunteers	to	
FAB	Club	and	as	I	step	down	from	the	role	of	chairperson	I	feel	proud	of	all	that	FAB	club	continues	
to	achieve	and	am	encouraged	by	the	growth	and	ambition	of	the	future	plans.	
	
Thank	you,	Louise	Cox.	






