
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OXFORDSHIRE PLAY 

ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL REPORT 

2018 
For the Period 1st April 2017 to 31st March 2018 

OPA is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation 

Registered Charity Number 1160320 

 

OPA’s Vision is to improve lives through play 

 

OPA’s mission is to champion and to support the rights 

of all Children and Young People to have access to high 

quality, inclusive Play opportunities to improve their 

Physical, Mental and Spiritual Wellbeing 



 
 
 

OPA ORGANISATIONAL DETAILS 

OPA TRUSTEES 

Chair = Anda Fitzgerald O’Connor, Treasurer = Meryl Smith 

Trustees = Mark Lygo, Anne Bissell, Roger Beattie and Steph Dorling,  

OPA STAFF 

Manager = Martin Gillett 

 Training Manager = Brid Muldoon 

Fundraising and Communications Officer = Julia Graw 

Finance Officer = Jade Jarvis 

Training Internal Verifier = Elaine Johnson  

Sessional Playworkers = Kate Arthur, Laura Lewis and Sayema Monam   

BANKERS 

CAF Bank Ltd, 25 Kings Hill Avenue, Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent, ME19 

4JQ 

ACCOUNTANTS / AUDITORS 

Critchleys, Beaver House, 23-38 Hythe Bridge Street, Oxford. OX1 2EP 

OPA ACCOUNTS 

 2017/18 2016/17 2015/16 2014/15 2013/14 
Income £96,702 £112,123 £135,470 £226,251 £228,201 

Expenditure £148,152 £154,661 £170,091 £195,995 £202,705 

 

A full copy of our Audited Accounts are available on request. 

OPA STATEMENT OF PUBLIC BENEFIT  

OPA and its Trustees confirm that they have complied with the Statutory 

Duty in Section 17(5) of the 2011 Charities Act to have due regard to Public 

Benefit guidance published by the Charity Commission. We work on a fully 

inclusive basis across Oxfordshire taking into account all relevant legislation 

and guidelines. 



 
 
 

 
Martin Gillett – OPA Manager 

 
2017 /18 was another very challenging year for OPA. We continue to work 
hard in securing funding for new, exciting and sustainable projects to secure 
the long term future of the organisation. 
 
We are rightly recognised as the ‘Play Specialists’ within Oxfordshire and we 
work with many, many partners in many Communities across the whole of 
Oxfordshire to ensure our project delivery is as strong as possible. 
 
By working with our partners we can increase our delivery capacity, reduce any 
duplication and share best practice.  
 
The OPA Staff Team continue to deliver high quality projects and service and it 
is my honour to work with them along with our Trustees. 
 
We pass on our heartfelt Thanks to the many groups who have supported us, 
both financially and practically, during the period of this report, without them 
our work would not be possible.  
 
The savage cuts made to spending since the age of Austerity started in 2008 
has seen local, free, open access provision very rare and our focus is on 
continuing this type of services to those in the most need. 
 
Oxfordshire has many, many pockets of deprivation which are often masked by 
the overall affluence of the County – we must not let the Children, Young 
People and Families living in these areas become a forgotten generation. 
  

    

 

 

 



 
 
 

Do you share our belief that PLAY is vital for the lives 
of Children and Young People? 

Help us to make Oxfordshire the most play-friendly county 
in England. 

Become a ‘Friend of OPA’ – and support us to continue our 
work across 
Oxfordshire. 

 

 
Did you realise that the biggest 4% of UK Charities receive 80% of 
all the donations whilst the remaining 96%, some 159,169 local 

organisations receive only 20%!    
What does OPA do?  We: 

            
❖ Help play providers to offer high quality play opportunities for all 
❖ Run user-friendly training on all kinds of play-related topics 
❖ Campaign for national and local play-friendly policies and 

decisions  
 

We are a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (Registered Charity 
Number 1160320) and have been working with, and for the Families 

and Communities of Oxfordshire since 1974. 
For just £1 per month you can ensure that this work continues into 
the future by becoming a friend of OPA.  Come and play with us! 

Contact us now to see how you can make a difference! 



 
 
 

 

 

THE HISTORY OF THE OXFORDSHIRE PLAY ASSOCIATION 

October 1974 – OPA is ‘born’ following a meeting convened at the Community 

Centre in Lake Street, Oxford. 

November 1978 – OPA is officially registered with the Charity Commission, 

Registered Charity Number 276706. 

1977 / 1978 – First recorded set of Accounts showing Annual Income of £69.92 

against Annual Expenditure of £72.66 

September 1992 – Working party established towards creating the OPA that 

exists today. 

January 1993 – First public meeting held at Yarnton Village Hall of OPA, the 

County Play Forum. 

July 1993 – First Play Newsletter is produced by OPA who are based at Osney 

Day Nursery in Botley Road, Oxford. 

1994 – OPA continues to grow very quickly, services now offered include the 

Oxfordshire Playcare Foundation Course, Management Training Course and the 

Playcare Promotion Unit. The first OPA Playbox Catalogue is issued and OPA 

launch its own Payroll Service. 

1994 – OPA moves to Agriculture House in Eynsham after outgrowing its old 

premises. 

1995 – With funding support from the Heart of England TEC, OPA launch the 

Oxfordshire Childrens Information Service – this service went live on 1st July 

1996.  

 July 1999 – OPA celebrates its 25th Birthday with an event at Weston On The 

Green.  

August 2000 – First recorded Playday event held at Blackbird Leys Leisure 

Centre with 2000 Children & Young People in attendance. 

 

 



 
 
 

 

September 2001 – Childrens Information Service becomes independent of OPA 

and moves to Long Hanborough. 

December 2003 – OPA is awarded 3 year funding of £186,000 from the 

Learning and Skills Council to deliver Playwork Training across Oxfordshire. 

October 2006 – OPA moves to Thorney Leys Park in Witney. 

2006 – First County and District Play strategies written. 

2007 – OPA moves to its present office location in Cowley, Oxford.  

2008 – First National Play Strategy is issued by the Department for Children, 

Schools and Families as part of a Commitment from the Childrens Plan. 

Summer 2008 – First Countywide, Oxfordshire Playday takes place at Florence 

Park in Oxford, attended by 5000 people. 

2008 – West Oxfordshire Play Ranger Project is launched. 

February 2012 – OPA secure the County Council contract to deliver Playwork 

Training across Oxfordshire. 

Spring / Summer 2012 – First Armed Forces Playdays are delivered at the 6 

Armed Forces bases in Oxfordshire. 

2013 – Countywide Play Conference is reborn, delivered at Brookes University. 

2013 – Twelve Playday events are delivered across Oxfordshire, attracting a 

record audience of 23,100 Children, Young People and their Families. 

September 2014 – OPA ‘Community PLAYback’ pilot project is delivered. 

October 2014 – First Autumn /Winter Playdays are delivered at Witney and 

Sonning Common in October Half Term. 

April 2015 – OPA changes its legal structure from that of a Registered Charity 

to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation, Registered Charity Number 1160320 

February 2016 – OPA secures 3 Year Funding from BBC Children In Need to 

deliver Play Ranger sessions on the Rose Hill Estate in Oxford   

2017 – Pilot ‘Oxford Therapeutic Playwork’ project is delivered at Bayards Hill 

School in Barton in partnership with renowned Playwork Theorist Gordon 

Sturrock    



 
 
 

PROJECT ROSE HILL PLAY RANGERS – YEAR 2 

FUNDED 

AND 

SUPPORTED 

BY 

 

PROJECT 

DETAILS 

• Increased physical activity for children and young people 

living on the Rose Hill Estate.     

• Children and Young People from the Rose Hill estate will 

have more positive relationships 

• Children and Young People from the Rose Hill Estate will 

be positively empowered 

                                                                                                        

Sessions delivered in School Holidays    

 

 

SESSION ATTENDANCE NUMBERS 

Session Date Pre School / 

Under 4 

Primary School / 5 

to 12 

Secondary School / 

Over 12 

February Half 

Term 

8 9 0 

Easter Holidays 19 77 8 

May Half Term 16 40 9 

Summer Holidays 136 285 44 

October Half Term 16 79 28 

 

Sessions Delivered  Attendance 

Numbers 

Average 

Attendance 

2016 = 18 453 25.2 

2017 = 27 774 28.6 



 
 
 

Our project outcomes will link directly to the BBC Children In Need ‘Building 

Blocks’ for Children: 

Being Physically Safe 

Being Physically Well 

Being Emotionally Well 

Having Strong Self Belief 

Having Positive Relationships 

Having Essential Skills 

Being Positively Empowered 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

PROJECT CHILDRENS SCRAPSTORE PLAYPOD 

5 ACRES PRIMARY SCHOOL IN BICESTER & RAF BENSON 

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

FUNDED AND 

SUPPORTED BY 

 

PROJECT 

DETAILS 

Working in partnership with the Childrens Scrapstore 

Playpod to train and mentor staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

PROJECT Cherwell and South Northamptonshire 

FUNDED 

AND 

SUPPORTED 

BY 
 

PROJECT 

DETAILS 

Supporting Play Infrastructure within the 2 District Councils 

   

 

Working with our District Council partners we co-Chair the Cherwell Young 
People, Play and Wellbeing Group as well as new groups in South 
Northamptonshire such as the newly created South Northants Youth 
Engagement Group. 

This acts as a focus point to co-ordinate service delivery, reduce duplication 
and share best practice as well as increasing delivery capacity across both 
districts. 



 
 
 

  PROJECT Bicester Street Play 

FUNDED BY 

 

PROJECT 

DETAILS 

Promote the benefits of Playing outside within a local 

Community location 

 

We consulted with the local Housing Officers from Sanctuary Housing who 

work in Bicester to decide on the best location to deliver the project. It was 

decided to use the ‘green space’ adjacent to the Play Area managed by 

Bicester Town Council in Villiers Road as this offered the space that we needed 

and was in the Heart of the Community that we wanted to target. 

 Session 1 – 17th July Session 2 – 31st July 

Adults 4 6 

Children 9 13 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

PROJECT Playful Woodlands 2 – Spindleberry Nature Reserve 

FUNDED 

AND 

SUPPORTED 

BY 
 

PROJECT 

DETAILS 

Creation of a 200 foot ‘living’ Dragon constructed from living 

materials    

 

 

Following the success of our 

initial Playful Woodlands project 

at Magdalen Wood we created 

another Dragon at the 

Spindleberry Park Nature Reserve 

in Blackbird Leys 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

PROJECT OPA Play and Activity Days / Playdays 2017 

FUNDED BY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

PROJECT 

DETAILS 

Deliver a series of Community Events across Oxfordshire 

using the ethos of National Playday. All events will offer 

both FREE Entrance and FREE Activities to ensure an 

inclusion for ALL 

 

In 2017 we delivered 8 large scale, Community Play & Activity days across 

Oxfordshire. 

This means that in the last 6 years (2012 to 2017 inclusive) we have 

project managed across Oxfordshire a total of 62 events which have been 

attended by 88,250 ‘guests’ at an average of 1,423 per event 

ALL of these events offered both FREE Entrance and FREE Activities to ensure 

an inclusion for ALL 

DATE LOCATION ATTENDANCE 

17th June 2017 RAF Brize Norton & Carterton 1500 

24th June 2017 Vauxhall Barracks & Didcot 1000 

15th July 2017 Abingdon (Southern Town Park) 1000 

26th July 2017 Banbury (Peoples Park)  750 

27th July 2017 The Leys 1000 

2nd August 2017 Bicester 500 

3rd August 2017 Witney 2000 

22nd August 2017 Banbury (Princess Diana Park) 1000 

 

An individual event report and evaluation is available for each separate 

event upon request 

 



 
 
 

OPA PLAY AND ACTIVITY DAYS 2017 

KEY AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

For Children & Young People 

1) Promote Positive Behaviours & Activities 

2) Promote Increased Levels of Physical Activity 

3) Promote Healthy Weight Management 

 

For Parents / Carers 

 
1) Provide an Event offering both FREE Entrance & FREE Activities to Ensure 

an Inclusion for ALL 

2) Demonstrate how Play can be achieved on a Zero / Minimal Budget 

using Natural & Recycled materials 

3) Provide information on services and activities available in the local and 

wider area 

 

For Communities 

 
1) Encourage a greater sense of belonging to promote Active & Engaged 

Communities 

2) Promote local clubs, groups and societies 

3) Involve local groups, communities and Children & Young People in the 

planning and delivery of each event 

 

 

    

 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

  

 

 
It is with great sadness that despite its huge impact and success the post of Full Time 
Training Officer at OPA will be made redundant in Financial Year 2018/19 due to the 
continued reductions in funding, this being one of the main results for us from a change in 
the Governments policies around Playwork qualifications as well as general financial 
pressures.  
 
We would like to record our huge Thanks and Appreciation to Brid Muldoon for her 
outstanding contribution to OPA and its Training Department over the past 8 years.    

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 01865 779474 
 www.oxonplay.org.uk 

 enquiries@oxonplay.org.uk 
 Facebook = Oxfordshire Play Association - OPA 

 Twitter = @oxonplay 

________________________________________ 

Oxfordshire Play Association 

Suite A, First Floor 

Meridian House, East Point Business Park 

Sandy Lane West, Littlemore 

Oxford 

OX4 6LB  






























