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Kay Forrest Chair

Dear Members
A very warm welcome to our 2017 AGM. I am delighted to be addressing you as Chair of the
Coventry Irish Society. This is especially so as I am also the Chair of the Cork Association in the
60th anniversary of the twinning between Coventry and Cork. As part of that celebration I am delighted to hear that our history exhibition ’Irish Heart, Coventry Home’ will be showcased in Cork
City in September 2018.
The past 15 months since our 2016 AGM have been very eventful. The Society has achieved a lot
and also coped well with a variety of challenges including having to move premises at short notice.
We are proud as a Society to have helped many vulnerable Irish receive some necessary
entitlements. As always this is the main emphasis of our work. More than 100 people have received in-depth support to access welfare, pensions, housing or disability benefits since our last
AGM. Further welfare related projects included a mental health support group and individual
counselling.
Our ‘Shamrock Group’ for those living with memory loss has also been very successful with a total
of 16 people including Carers that have received support.
Also our network of social and befriending support continues to combat social isolation and also
celebrates our culture that we are all proud of.
We are also proud to have provided support to Irish Survivors in the midlands on a voluntary basis. Recently we were delighted to receive news of a small grant to support the Survivors Lunch
Clubs from the Ireland Fund of Great Britain. The Society fights to ensure that Irish Survivors get
the proper support and receive their entitlement of £12,000 from ‘Caranua’ the Statutory Fund.
A huge highlight for the Society this year was our oral history project ‘Irish Heart, Coventry Home’
where we documented the contribution of the Irish community to Coventry. The exhibition at the
Herbert Art Gallery and Museum averaged an attendance of 220 visitors per-day.
We are as ever extremely grateful to the Emigrant Support Programme for supporting the work of
the Society. We were delighted to have visits from Rosie Keane, Alannah Maxwell and Ruaihi
Dowling from the Irish Embassy this year. I would like to thank all our members and volunteers
for their great contribution to the Society. Also to thank my fellow Trustees and the CIS staff team
for their hard work and support.
We hope the next 12 months will be a prosperous one for everyone and that the Society will receive new revenue. I urge the Irish community in Coventry to support the work of the Coventry
Irish Society.

Thank You, Kay Forrest

How Irish Are you?
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day by Exercising Your Right to
Irish Citizenship- If either of your parents or one of your
grand parents are Irish you are entitled to an Irish Passport
Irish Passport Forms and advice available from the Coventry Irish
Society, 1st Floor, 41, Smithford Way, Coventry, CV1 1FY Open
9.30am –1.0pm and 2pm—4.30pm Monday –Friday –02476256629
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Managers Report 2017

It has been a very busy year with our usual high input into providing health and
welfare services to the Irish community. The Society maintains a high level of
services to the vulnerable Irish and as always this is our main priority.
However we also provide a wide range of general advice and befriending support
as well as cultural events such as the Saint Patrick’s Festival.
Our Shamrock Club providing support to those living with memory loss goes
from strength to strength.
The increase in Irish Passport applications since Brexit has remained steady and
a high number of Second and Third Generation Irish are applying for Citizenship. We would like the Second and Third Generation Irish to join and support the Society.
Our befriending and social support groups and networks continue to be popular and we receive
regular attendances of anywhere between 70 –120 to our lunch clubs, 50 people attend the
Claddagh Group that meets at Flannellys every Tuesday as well as a variety of members and
friends that drop in for a one to one chat and a cup of tea.
Our Heritage Project ‘Irish Heart, Coventry Home’ was a huge success with 700 people attending
the launch event. The exhibition was on from March 9th to April 10th 2018 where an average of
220 visitors per-day visited the exhibition. This project has put the Irish in Coventry “On the map”
and it is both a celebration and a lasting legacy for future generations.
The Society still supports Irish Survivors and holds up to 6 lunch clubs per-year in Birmingham
and monthly outreach sessions that are conducted on a voluntary basis. This project has recently
received a grant from the ‘Ireland Fund of Great Britain’ which is wonderful news for the Survivors.
We continue to receive excellent and much needed support from Coventry University. Special
thanks to Dexter du Boulay, Simon Horsman and Mark Holmes for their fantastic contributions to
the Society. Also thanks to Geraldine Hammersley and Cathy Hunt for their excellent work on our
Heritage project.
We are as always extremely grateful to our main funders the ‘Emigrant Support Programme’ for
enabling us to continue our important work.
We also need to thank the Heritage Lottery Fund, Cork City Council, Coventry City Council, The
Deeley Group and the City of Culture team. I would like to thank all our friends, members and volunteers for their support. Also the Trustee group and staff team for their hard work and commitment to the project.
A special mention to our Honorary President David Cairns who continues to help the Society.
Simon McCarthy

Zaneta Juszczak
Administrator
Dear Members my name is Zaneta and I am the Administrator at the Coventry
Irish Society. My Job is based on managing the finance and database systems,
paying invoices and bills. I manage the incoming and outgoing post and answer passport enquiries
that have greatly increased since Brexit. I also deal with email, Facebook and telephone enquiries. I
look after the technical side of the office for example, managing the office equipment and procuring
office supplies. I design event posters and I enjoy taking photos at the events. All the photos taken
at the events are available at the office and on our Facebook page. I support staff with any reports
required and generally support the Manager as his PA to try to ensure the smooth running of the
office. Zaneta Juszczak
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Oral History Project Ciaran Davis
Dear Members

We had a great month with the ‘Irish Heart, Coventry Home’ exhibition. On 9th
March 2018, to celebrate the launch of the exhibition, Coventry Irish Society held
an arts evening, which included Irish theatre, music and storytelling. This arts
evening had a significant impact; 600 people attended and the Herbert Museum
stated that it was one of their most popular launch nights. Throughout the duration of the exhibition, there was a consistently high number of visitors, including
people who had not visited the Herbert Museum for a long time. I had many fascinating conversations with visitors to the exhibition who told me about their own journeys to the
city. The exhibition has also been taken to different audiences, as the Coventry Irish Society held numerous school workshops. The project also appeared in numerous media publications including BBC
Midlands Today, the Coventry Telegraph and the Irish Times.
All in all, it has been a great year and I would like to say thank you to everyone who has contributed to
the project; either as interviewees, object-lenders or people who have supported the Irish Society.
The movie is being turned into a DVD and there will be copies available at the offices at the Society.
My email is ciaran.davis@covirishsoc.org.uk
Kind regards Ciaran

Win McGlynn
Welfare Project
The Welfare project covers an large amount of ground with regard to helping Irish
people. We provide advice, support and guidance with the whole range of welfare
benefits, pensions, housing applications and related issues, debt, utilities bills,
U.K. and Irish state pensions. In addition people request help with returning to
Ireland and applications for birth certificates.
Irish Passports have continued to remain high on the agenda since ‘Brexit’. Many
Second and Third Generation are applying for their passports.
The Society continues to enable many Irish people and importantly many
vulnerable Irish to access entitlements and services that they may not otherwise
avail of. By providing a culturally sensitive and aware service our clients our
comfortable enough to approach us for help and support. The Society often liaises
with other services such as health, housing and social services to ensure the needs of our people are being met. I also help out with our ‘Shamrock Club’ which is a lovely group for people living with memory
loss. We do activities and have a good chat the people really enjoy it.
I work Tuesdays and Wednesdays if anyone needs support
Thanks to all our kind supporters, members and volunteers.
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Health Workers Report

Ann Sullivan

Dawn Lucas

The CIS Health worker role is shared by Dawn and Ann. We continue to offer support and advice on a wide
variety of Health and Welfare issues. These include various benefit claims e.g. Housing council tax, (We have
had more clients coming in for support mainly due to the changes and how they need to apply for these on
line, this being very difficult for clients with literacy and technology fears) Disability Living Allowance( DLA)
Attendance Allowance, Carers Allowance, Community Support grants. Due to recent changes in the benefit
system we have had a large number of claims/enquiries/appeals to deal with mainly Personal Independence
Payment (PIP) and Employment Support Allowance (ESA) as the boundaries have changed considerably and
clients with literacy and technology problems finding it very difficult to access forms to apply for the benefit
they are entitled to.
Then came “BREXIT” and this was like a tornado hitting with at least 8-10 people queuing outside every day to
collect application forms for Irish passports. In the first 3 months we must have given out approximately 500
passport applications along with information about Foreign Birth Registration for other members of their
extended families. This has continued up to the present, and we are still experiencing a high number of people
applying for passports.
2016 saw the start of our Dementia Care Group.and this has been a real success. We have had 5/6 regular
attenders each week who always enjoy their time with us. Unfortunately we had the upset of finding new offices earlier this year, and this meant losing the room used for our dementia group, however Father Tom at
Christ The King Church offered us a room, and we have been able to carry on offering this service . Our group
is growing but we still have spaces for more referrals please contact Ann or Dawn if you know anyone who will
benefit from this group.
Our Carers group used to meet on the first Thursday of each month in our previous offices but unfortunately
we haven’ t been able to restart this group due to lack of suitable space.
The Claddagh Group continues to provide social interaction for between 40-50 people each week. We have had
a very busy year with several meals and entertainment days, visits to the seaside and other groups in Leicester
and Corby. We also organise a holiday to Ireland each year, and this continues to be very popular.
Although we are still working with a reduced budget, we are still able to offer services as stated to an
increasing number of clients both face to face and via the telephone.
Anyone who may have any Welfare/Health/Pension or any other queries is welcome to come into our office or
phone 024 76256629 for an appointment and we will endeavour to work with them to get a satisfactory outcome. Thanks to all our members, volunteers and supporters.
Appointments can be made with:
Ann Monday + Wednesday

Dawn Wednesday Thursday and Friday
Confidentiality is maintained at all times
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Statement of Financial Activities
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Balance Sheet 2016
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