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St. Mary the Virgin, Stotfold 
Annual Report of the Parochial Church Council for the Year  ended 

31st December 2017 
 
Administrative Information   
 
St. Mary’s Church is situated off Church Road in Stotfold.  It is part of the 
Diocese of St. Albans within the Church of England.  The correspondence 
address is:  
The Vicarage, 61 Church Road, Stotfold, Hitchin, SG5 4NE.   
The PCC is a charity registered with the Charity Commission, No. 1131275   
 
PCC members who served since the APCM in 2017 were:   
 
The Incumbent    Rev’d Bill Britt*   
The Reader     Mrs. Andrea Charsley*  
The Churchwardens   Mr. Malcolm Charsley*  Vice Chairman 

Mrs. Jane Hyde*  
 
Representatives on the    Mrs. Andrea Charsley   
Deanery Synod.    Mr. David Ribbans   
 
Elected Members     Mrs. Jean Prutton*  PCC Secretary  

Mrs. Alison Collis*   Treasurer 
Mrs. Kate Deller 
Mr. Mark Draper 
Mr. Steve Hardman 
Mrs. Maureen Winters 
Mrs. Ann Scarr 
Mrs Carolyn Bleach 
Mrs Lyn Hayes** 
Mrs Jenny Conway**  

 
Those asterisked* are members of the Standing Committee. Those 
asterisked** have been co-opted by the PCC. 
 
Service on the PCC is  usually for three years at a time.   
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COMMITTEES  
 
The PCC operates through a number of committees which make 
recommendations to the PCC.   
 
Standing Committee  
This is the only committee required by law.  It has the power to transact the 
business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions given by 
the council.   
 
Outreach Committee  
Is responsible for the development of our parish Mission Action Plan and for 
looking at ways to make new disciples, go deeper into God and transform our  
community.    
 
Worship Committee 
The worship committee assists the incumbent in planning and reviewing new 
and existing liturgy and worship services. 
 
Finance and Stewardship Committee  
This committee has an overview of the general finances of the work of St. 
Mary’s by monitoring income and expenditure, budgeting and coordinating the 
Annual Review of the Christian Stewardship of money through planned giving.   
 
Social and Fundraising Committee  
Encourages fellowship within the family of the Church by organizing social 
events and the raising of money for the General Fund.   
 
Hall Committee  
Organizes the letting of the hall and is responsible for keeping the building in a 
good state of repair.   
 
Mission Committee  
Organizes the external giving of the Church to other charities, guest speakers 
to promote these and co-ordinates the Church’s response to emergency 
appeals. 
   
Building Committee  
Oversees the repair and maintenance of the Church building and the 
churchyard in consultation with the Church Architect.   
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Charities 
 
The Vicar and churchwardens are trustees of the following charities:  
The Roe’s Charity for the Parish Clerk’s House No. 217126  
The Roe’s Almshouses Charity No. 217125  
The William Field Charities, Eleemosynary No. 254219 and Ecclesiastical No. 
1131275  
The Roe’s Education Charity No. 307485  
The Old Boys’ Schoolhouse  
 
St. Mary’s Church banks with Barclays PLC. It holds a portfolio of shares via 
CCLA relating to the Ecclesiastical Charity of William Field and two deposit 
accounts with  the same organization.  It has an account with the Churches 
Mutual Credit Union and the Chancel Fund held by the Diocese. 
 
The Independent examiner is Mr. Brian Every   
 
The church’s legal advisers are the Joint Diocesan Registrars, Matthew Chinery 
and Sarah Clemenson of Winckworth Sherwood. 
 
The Church Architectural advisers are Barker Associates LLP.         
 
Structure, Governance and Management  
 
St. Mary’s PCC has the responsibility of co-operating with the incumbent, in 
promoting the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelical, social and 
ecumenical within the ecclesiastical parish.  It also has maintenance 
responsibilities for the Church building, the churchyard and the church hall. 
 
Performance and achievements  
 
Reverend Bill Britt is the Rector of St Mary’s the Virgin, Stotfold. The parish 
also benefits from the ministry of a Priest Associate, Revd Jane Wheatley, and 
a Reader, Mrs Andrea Charsley. 
 
During 2017 the Electoral roll remained at 88, six of whom live outside the 
parish.  
 
Average Sunday attendance, excluding Christmas and Easter, was 49 adults 
and seven children, slightly down on the previous year.  On the first Sunday of 
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the month there is an 8am Said Communion Service and a 10am All Age 
Service. All other Sundays there is a 10am Sung Communion Service. Sunday 
School met weekly except for the first Sunday of the month and during August. 
Evensong was held during the summer months after an absence of some years.   
 
A daily service of Morning Prayer is held Monday to Saturday at 9am, with two 
or three people attending most days. 
 
There is a Wednesday Said Communion at 9.30am with an average attendance 
in 2017 of 15 people. 
 
Total number attending worship services on Easter Eve and Easter Day was a 
record 138 people, up 8% from the previous year. Total number attending 
worship on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day was 437. The number attending 
on Christmas Day was 69, up from 38 people in 2013. 
 
Special services were held such as Remembrance, All Souls, Carols by 
Candlelight, Crib, Christingle and Civic. 
 
The church is open each day between 9.30a.m. and 4.00pm, providing a quiet 
space for personal prayer and contemplation. We have many visitors. 
 
Adults were prepared for confirmation using material from the Pilgrim Course.  
 
During 2017 there were 40 baptisms, 7 adult confirmations, 10 weddings, 18 
funerals held in the church followed by committal at the cemetery or 
crematorium and 6 standalone funeral services at the crematorium.  
 
The church undertakes pastoral work in the parish, visiting the sick and 
housebound, supporting the bereaved and taking home communion to those 
who wish to receive it.  
 
The church runs a weekly baby and toddler group during term time.  
 
The Vicar is ex officio governor of St. Mary’s Church of England Academy, 
Stotfold. The PCC nominates a governor to St. Mary’s Academy and suggests 
the name of a potential Diocesan Governor to the same.  During 2017 the Vicar 
and Headteacher introduced a half-hour monthly worship service for the 
whole school. The children help lead the service, which is recognisable as an 
Anglican church service. The Vicar also takes assemblies at the school and the 
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school holds Easter, Harvest and Christmas Services in church. Church 
members take part in the Churches Together, “Open the Book” assemblies at 
the two lower schools.  
 
The Vicar takes part in Christmas, Easter and Harvest assemblies at Roecroft 
and Fairfield Park lower schools and various nurseries. St Mary’s Church is 
active in the week-long summer Christian Holiday Club run by Churches 
Together in Stotfold. 
 

The church continues to work closely with the Academy of Central 

Bedfordshire (ACB),  an innovative alternative provision free school designed 

to meet the needs of previously disaffected young people who struggled in 

mainstream school by offering them a practical (vocational) curriculum. 

Catering and Hospitality students bake cakes and serve at table for a monthly 
coffee morning that is held in the church for the wider community.  
 
The PCC met six  times during the year at regular meetings.  Extraordinary 
meetings were held when required.   
 
A £160,000 restoration project to the stonework of the exterior of the church 
was completed in 2017, funded by the Friends of St Mary’s Church. 
 
We have a clear and well-run website (www.stotfoldchurch.org.uk ) which can 
be accessed with ease via Google and other search engines, and we advertise 
monthly in the local Stotfold News.   
 
Financial Review  
 

This was a year of progress financially, with a generous increase in regular 

giving. Total giving (including the Parish Giving Scheme, cash collections in 

services and the envelope scheme) increased 26.7%. Total giving increased by 

£3,822 to reach £21,597. 

Total receipts for the unrestricted fund for the year were £53,627 and total 

expenditure was £56,171. This resulted in an annual operating deficit of 

£2,544, which was covered by reserves.  This was a great improvement on the 

2016 operating deficit of £8,554. 
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The income of the unrestricted fund mainly comes from voluntary donations, 

fundraising, church hall lettings and wedding/funeral fees.  

The 2016 balance in the unrestricted funds fell from £12,914  to £10,450 at the 

end of 2017.    

The 2017 Diocesan Parish Share for St Mary’s Church was £43,604, which 

largely provides the stipends, pension and housing for clergy and training of 

future ministers.   

Reserves Policy  

It is PCC policy to maintain a balance, if possible, on unrestricted funds that 

equates to approximately three months unrestricted payments to cover 

emergency situations which may rise from time to time.  

The balance of £112,840 held in Designated Funds is retained towards meeting 

the cost of repairs and alterations to the church building together with the 

running costs of the building. That fund rose by £8,810.  

Monies held in Restricted Funds represents monies which have been given for 

specific purposes.  

  
Approved at the PCC on 12 March 2018     
Signed by PCC Chairman 
 
 
Approved at the APCM on 16 April 2018                     
Signed by the APCM Chairman 
 




















