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Group	Chairman’s	Report	May	2018	

1st	Halesowen	Scouts	

	

After	only	a	year	as	Chairman	of	1st	Halesowen	Scouts,	it	is	with	considerable	admiration	
that	I	have	seen	the	enormous	commitment	in	time	and	effort	made	by	the	all	the	
Leaders	to	the	Beavers,	Cubs,	Scouts	and	Explorers	in	the	Group.	The	Adult	Leaders	
dedicate	many	hours	each	week,	in	the	evenings	and	at	weekends,	for	no	financial	
reward,	whilst	maintaining	their	family	and	work	commitments.	Our	Young	Leaders	are	
following	this	example	by	giving	their	time	to	scouting,	while	simultaneously	studying	for	
exams.	1st	Halesowen	is	indeed	lucky.	

	

We	all	owe	a	debt	of	gratitude	to	Sarah	Reynolds	as	Group	Scout	Leader,	whose	
enthusiasm	for	1st	Halesowen	is	unwavering.	The	Executive	Team	has	seen	some	new	
faces	this	year,	Elaine	Eustace,	Danielle	Baptiste,	Claire	Timmins	and	Guy	Carson.	The	
support	of	all	the	Executive	is	invaluable.	Sue	Paddock	has	handed	on	the	role	of	
Subscription	Secretary	to	Elaine	Eustace,	and	it	is	appropriate	here	to	thank	Sue	for	her	
efficiency,	tact	and	accuracy	in	the	past,	and	to	welcome	Elaine	for	the	future.	It	is	very	
sincere	thanks	that	I	give	to	those	within	the	Group	who	look	after	the	mundane	tasks,	
which,	although	low	profile,	are	critical	to	the	running	of	the	Group,	such	as	maintenance	
of	the	building	and	of	kit,	making	sure	that	bills	are	paid	on	time,	and	our	legal	
commitments	are	met.	

	

The	last	year	has	been	an	eventful	one.	Congratulations	to	those	scouts	lucky	enough	to	
go	to	the	Jamboree	in	Denmark,	and	also	to	Poppy	Jones,	Lydia	White,	Connor	Shephard	
and	Phillip	Wood,	who	will	be	going	to	the	next	Jamboree	in	America	in	2019.	The	
Development	Day	in	January,	when	all	Leaders	and	the	Executive	met	to	consider	the	
next	five	years	for	1st	Halesowen	was	full	of	ideas	and	a	sense	of	purpose.	Particular	
thanks	should	go	to	the	Young	Leaders	for	their	fresh	enthusiasm	and	contribution	to	the	
day.	Duke	of	Edinburgh	expeditions	are	taking	place	over	the	summer,	and	camps	have	
been	organised	for	Cubs	in	May	and	July,	(with	the	Beavers	coming	to	visit	for	a	day),	and	
for	Scouts	in	the	summer.		

	

Fundraising	has	struggled,	and	whilst	the	Group	has	raised	money	at	a	number	of	events,	
participation	from	parents	has	been	low,	and	so	the	Group	has	repeatedly	had	to	rely	on	
the	generosity	and	commitment	of	a	small	number	of	people	for	financial	support.	Some	
of	our	established	ways	of	raising	valuable	funds	are	proving	more	difficult,	for	example	
our	twice	yearly	bag	packing	at	local	supermarkets	are	proving	harder	to	book	as	we	
move	to	a	plastic	free	world.	As	a	result,	subscriptions	will	almost	certainly	have	to	rise.	



However,	this	could	still	be	mitigated	if	numbers	of	scouts	increases	significantly,	or	if	
future	events	are	well	supported.	Please	tell	us	which	events	you	feel	able	to	support.	On	
a	sad	note,	we	recognise	the	contribution	that	Paddy	Lennon	made	to	the	Race	Night	
fundraising	events,	and	are	very	sad	at	his	passing	earlier	this	year.	

	

The	next	season,	2018/19,	promises	to	be	exciting	and	fulfilling.	So	congratulations	to	
you	all	for	a	fantastic	2017/18,	and	very	best	wishes	for	the	coming	year.	

	

Peter	Case	

Group	Chairman	



GROUP	SCOUT	LEADERS	REPORT	
APRIL	2018		

	
What	a	year	we	have	had	with	all	sections	taking	part	in	a	wide	variety	of	
activities	and	programmes.	Badges	have	been	gained	across	all	sections.	
Camps	and	sleepovers	have	been	varied	from	Denmark	to	Beaudesert	to	our	
headquarters	and	a	church	hall.	
	
We	have	managed	to	maintain	our	numbers	but	still	need	to	find	more	Leaders	
to	enable	us	to	grow	within	the	movement.	With	a	Beaver	waiting	list	of	40	I	
would	like	to	look	to	opening	another	colony.	If	you	are	or	know	of	anyone	
interested	in	helping	with	any	of	the	Sections	please	either	talk	to	me	or	any	of	
the	other	Leaders.		
	
Explorers	had	a	change	of	Leadership	during	the	last	twelve	months.	Welcome	
to	Rachel	Grice,	who	with	the	help	of	Hannah	Reynolds,	Liam	Dimmock	and	the	
continual	support	of	David	Jacobs,	took	on	the	role	of	an	Explorer	Leader.	
There	has	also	been	a	change	of	venue,	to	Cradley	St	Peters	with	all	Explorer	
units	from	across	the	district,	running	together	and	at	one	place.	Thank	you	to	
Andrew	Poutney	who	decided	that	he	wanted	a	rest	from	his	Explorer	and	
Scout	roles,	he	still	maintains	his	interest	in	scouting	through	his	role	with	the	
Duke	of	Edinburgh.	
	
Our	fund	raising	remains	an	issues	with	the	same	parents	supporting	our	
events.	If	you	have	any	ideas	of	fundraising	opportunities	that	would	appeal	to	
more	people	then	please	let	a	leader	or	member	of	the	executive	committee	
know.	Could	I	ask	that	as	many	people	as	possible	support	any	fund	raising	that	
we	organise,	otherwise	we	will	have	no	alternative	but	to	substantially	
increase	subscriptions	to	compensate	for	any	shortages.		

The	Executive	Committee	do	a	wonderful	job	but	could	always	do	with	more	
help.	If	you	feel	that	you	could	help	with	the	Executive	committee	(the	team	
that	keeps	the	Scout	Group	above	water),	even	on	an	ad	hoc	basis	please	
either	see	me	or	Peter	Case	(Chairman).	Thank	you	to	them	all	for	all	their	hard	
work	especially	Sue	Paddock	who	has	handed	over	the	reins	of	Subscriptions	
Secretary	to	Elaine	Eustace.		

My	thanks	go	to	all	the	Leaders,	young	and	old,	to	the	supporters/helpers	of	
the	group	(particularly	wives	and	husbands	of	all	the	Leaders	who	allow	their	



‘other	half’s	to	go	scouting)	and	the	Executive	Committee,	without	whom	we	
would	not	be	solvent.	I	would	like	to	mention	Peter	(our	Chairman)	for	his	
smooth	running	of	the	Exec,	thank	you	also	to	Alison	(the	Group	Secretary),	
Elaine	(Subscriptions	Secretary)	John	Carter(Treasurer),	Sue,	Pauline,	Gail,	Ian,	
Sam,	Mandy,	Danielle,	Guy	and	Pete	for	all	their	help	and	support	and	their	
partners	for	allowing	them	to	give	their	time,	they	are	the	back	bone	to	the	
group,	without	them	we	would	not	be	so	successful.	Thanks	also	go	to	Chris	
Sheppard	for	his	time	and	help	with	the	maintenance	of	the	exterior	area	and	
for	the	PAC	testing.	Thanks	to	the	Young	Leaders,	3	of	whom	have	been	chosen	
to	be	part	of	the	World	Scout	Jamboree	in	North	America	next	year,	who	give	
up	their	valuable	GCSE	time	helping	to	look	after	our	young	people	and	run	
and	design	a	variety	of	programmes.	

I	am	always		actively	looking	for	New	Leaders	and	members	of	the	Executive	
committee	if	you	wish	to	join	us	please	see	me	or	give	me	a	call	on	0121	602	
0701.		Thank	you	for	allowing	us	to	‘borrow’	your	children.	I	look	forward	to	
the	next	twelve	months.	

Yours	in	Scouting	

Sarah	Reynolds	



BEAVER	SCOUT	REPORT	2018	
	
	
	
At	Beavers	we	have	had	a	productive	year	completing	various	badges	including	the	Cooks,	
Air	Activity,	Creativity	badges	and	My	World.	Skills,	Outdoor,	Adventure	Challenge	badges.	
We	have	completed	the	new	stage	Air	Activities	badge	Level	2	by	joining	with	the	District	
beavers	on	a	day	out	at	RAF	Cosford.			
	
We	have	had	a	Vikings	Sleepover	and	a	sleepover	that	incorporated	a	hike	back	from	Clent	
and	the	Camp	Craft	(this	isn’t	completed	yet	as	Beavers	need	to	visit	a	camp,	which	we	are	
hoping	Beavers	will	join	us	on	Sunday	27th	May	on	a	visit	to	the	Cub	camp	at	Beaudesert).	
For	a	lot	of	the	Beavers	sleepovers	are	often	the	first	time	that	they	have	slept	away	from	
family	and	gives	them	the	opportunity	to	experience	a	night	away	without	being	too	far	
from	home.	
	
We	have	been	out	and	about	visiting	various	locations	including	Leasowes	Park,	Clent,	RAF	
Cosford	and	Haden	Hill,	making	the	most	of	our	local	attractions.	Most	of	the	Beavers	that	
have	reached	Cub	age	have	moved	into	Tromans	or	Shackleton	Cub	Packs.	We	have	had	
various	visitors	including	a	lady	who	came	and	did	pottery	with	the	Beavers	resulting	in	lots	
of	Christmas	tree	decorations.	I	am	always	really	pleased	with	the	Beavers	and	the	way	in	
which	they	behave	with	visitors.		
	
I	have	to	say	a	big	thank	you	to	Michele,	Niki,	Hannah,	Liam	and	Liz	(when	her	Liz’s	shifts	
allow),	Will	who	has	now	progressed	from	a	Young	Leader	to	a	adult	leader	and	to	Poppy	
and	Lydia	who	have	joined	the	section	as	Young	Leaders	(part	of	the	Explorer	unit),	without	
whom	we	would	not	have	such	successful	colony	meeting	each	week.	Jess	also	needs	a	
mention	as	she	always	pops	back	to	us	when	her	semester	from	university	allow.	
	
Finally	can	I	thank	you	for	your	continued	support	and	I	look	forward	to	another	successful	
year.	
	
Sarah	Reynolds	
Beaver	Scout	Leader.	



Shackleton	Cub	Pack	Year’s	Report	–	2017	to	2018 

What	another	busy	year	we	have	had	at	Shackleton	Cubs. 

Cubs	have	participated	in	all	the	District	Events	over	the	year	which	included,	
Treasure	Hunt	at	Clent,	Funday	at	Huntingtree	Park,	Dudley	Zoo	and	a	
sleepover	at	Headquarters,	10	Pin	Bowling	Competition,	Remembrance	Day	
Parade,	Christmas	Carol	Service,	Cinema,	6	a	Side	Football	and	a					St	Georges	
Day	hike	to	Four	Stones	Clent	were	we	meet	up	with	other	Cub	packs	and	
renewed	our	Cub	Scout	Promise. 

Over	the	last	year	the	cubs	have	been	visiting	Haden	Hill	Fire	Station	to	learn	
about	the	important	role	of	The	Fire	Service,	St	Johns	Halesowen	Church	to	
learn	about	the	history	of	the	church,	producing	brass	rubbing	of	the	stone	
work	and	brass	plaques. 

Our	trips	have	been	to	Ice	Skating,	Crystal	Leisure	Centre	for	Swimming	Staged	
Badge	and	Lutley	Community	Centre	for	a	taster	session	on	Pilates.	 

One	evening,	we	hiked	from	Walton	Hill	back	to	Headquarters,	the	route	that	
we	took	certainly	ended	up	being	muddy.	Especially	for	one	explorer	scout,	
don’t	worry	Lewis,	I	won’t	say	anything! 

Over	the	year,	we	have	been	lucky	to	have	visitors	attend	our	Thursday	night	
pack,	these	being	Roxy	Music	Academy,	Bikers	against	Bullying	and	a	taster	
session	in	pottery	which	wasn’t	too	messy	and	produced	a	mushroom	and	
plaque. 

On	our	camp	last	year,	we	joined	Tromans	Cubs	at	Beaudsert	Camp	Site.	Whilst	
on	camp,	the	Cubs	experienced	corraccling,	climbing,	archery,	den	building	
with	plenty	of	wide	games.	We	think	the	cubs	enjoyed	themselves	and	have	
booked	for	2018.	 

Badges	that	we	have	achieved	over	the	year:	Swimming,	My	Faith,	
International	Activity,	Astronomer,	Artist,	Nights	Away	and	Year	awards. 

I	would	like	to	give	a	huge	thank	you	to	Liz,	Derren,	Lewis,	Jack,	Philip,	Adam	
and	Ed,	who	give	up	their	Thursday	night	and	weekends	to	help	run	Shackleton	
Cub	Scouts	and	provide	a	balanced	programme	for	your	children. 

If	you	are	interested	in	helping,	please	come	a	talk	to	us,	we	don’t	bite. 

Yours	in	Scouting	 

Andy	 



Tromans	Pack	Report	2017-2018	

Once	again	another	fun	filled	year	for	Tromans	pack,	the	year	started	with	
camp	at	Beaudesert	with	cubs	doing	activities	based	on	being	stranded	on	a	
desert	island	including	shelter	building,	fire	lighting,	archery,	climbing,	and	
caracoling(	small	round	boats).	

On	Friday	nights	our	programmes	included	a	father’s	day	activity	night	at	
Blackwell	court	scout	camp,	backwoods	cooking	on	fires	at	the	scout	centre,	
compass	and	tracking	trails	over	Clent	Hills,	and	around	the	local	parks,	rocks	
academy	teaching	us	about	rhythm,	art	and	crafts	,	bikers	talking	about	
bullying,	ten	pin	bowling,	laser	quest,	map	reading	and	making,	and	each	six	
cooking	and	serving	a	two	course	meal	for	their	parents,	enabling	the	cubs	to	
gain	numerous	activity	and	challenge	badges		

Once	again	we	supported	Halesowen	Scout	district	by	taking	part	in	all	the	cub	
district	events,	fun	day	at	the	park,	a	visit	to	Dudley	Zoo	(incorporating	a	sleep	
over	for	our	cubs	at	the	Scout	Centre),	not	winning	the	Ten	pin	Bowling	
competition,	seeing	Paddington	2	at	the	cinema	,	WINNING	the	Six	a	side	
football,	and	walking	over	and	picnicking	on	Clent	for	St	Georges	day	

I	am	proud	to	say	that	we	have	a	fantastic	group	of	young	leaders	(explorer	
Scouts)	who	turn	out	on	a	Friday	night	giving	up	their	time	to	pass	on	their	
knowledge	of	the	organisation	(which	I’m	sure	is	more	relevant	than	mine)to	
the	cub	scouts	

I’m	doubly	proud	to	say	that	some	of	the	young	leaders	on	reaching	18	have	
now	taken	on	a	full	leadership	role	and	continue	to	turn	out	on	a	Friday	night	
fitting	it	in	around	studying,	work	and	travelling	to	and	from	university					

I	would	like	to	finish	by	saying	thank	you	to	the	team	of	leaders	who	volunteer	
on	a	regular	basis	not	just	giving	up	Friday	nights	but	weekends	for	camps	and	
activities	and	days	for	planning	and	other	meetings,	you	know	who	they	are	so	
I	won’t	list	names	(as	supposedly	I	sometimes	get	this	wrong)	but	if	you	see	
them	tonight	add	your	thanks	too	

Yours	in	Scouting		

Tim									



 

 

 
TROOP	REPORT	2017-2018	

	
Another	busy	year	for	the	Troop	with	numbers	around	28	Scouts	as	a	result	of	many	Cubs	
coming	up	from	the	Packs.	
		
The	highlight	of	the	year	was	our	summer	camp	in	Denmark.	As	was	evidenced	by	all	the	social	
media	posts	everybody	had	a	fabulous	time	and	a	big	thank	you	to	all	leaders	who	made	it	all	
possible.	
		
The	Troop	has	participated	in	most	of	the	District	events	during	the	year	including	the	Jacquiss	
Shield	 competition	 and	 the	District	 athletics.	 Several	 of	 the	 older	 Scouts	 took	 part	 in	 the	
Expedition	Challenge	weekends,	one	on	The	Malvern	Hills	 in	September	and	one	over	 the	
Clee	Hills	a	few	weeks	ago.	Despite	some	questionable	map	reading	skills	they	all	did	very	well	
and	achieved	their	Challenge	Awards.	
	
Many	scouts	also	completed	the	Dudley	Trail	hike	in	2017	–	we	had	members	on	both	the	12	
and	 20	mile	 courses.	 In	 February	 this	 year	we	 held	 a	 night	 hike	 and	 sleepover	 thankfully	
avoiding	the	terrible	winter	weather.	
	
We	have	completed	numerous	badges	over	the	year	including	Digital	Citizen,	Digital	Maker,	
Emergency	 Aid,	 Hikes	 Away,	 Creative	 Challenge	 Award,	 Personal	 Challenge	 Award,	 Skills	
Challenge	Award	and	lots	more.	Special	congratulations	must	go	to	those	Scouts	that	have	
achieved	their	Chief	Scouts	Gold	Award	–	the	top	award	for	the	Scout	Section.	They	will	now	
have	the	opportunity	to	attend	a	special	County	Awards	event	in	June	as	further	recognition	
of	their	achievement.	
	
	Several	Scouts	took	part	in	the	Dudley	Trail	Walk	completing	the	12mile	or	the	20mile	course	
on	one	of	the	warmest	days	we	have	had	this	year.	Well	done	to	them	all.	
		
Finally,	 a	 big	 Thank	 You	 to	 all	 our	 Troop	 Leaders	 and	 Young	 Leaders	 for	 their	 continued	
commitment	and	enthusiasm.	
	
Yours	in	Scouting,	
	
Roger	P	



		
Explorer	Scout	Report	2018	

		
It’s	been	a	year	of	changes	for	the	Explorer	Scouts	at	1st	Halesowen.	Firstly,	it	
was	a	change	of	leadership	with	Andrew	Poutney	stepping	down	and	Hannah,	
Liam	&	myself	coming	on	board,	to	join	David,	to	ensure	the	continuation	of	
the	group.		We	hit	the	ground	running;	working	on	our	International	badge,	
beginning	our	Creative	Arts	badge	and	organising	a	Winter	Water	Camp.	
	
A	number	of	our	Explorers	joined	the	Scouts	at	the	international	Jamboree	in	
Denmark	over	the	summer,	accompanied	by	Andrew	&	David.	
		
We	finished	off	2017	with	our	Christmas	sleepover	at	1st	Halesowen.	This	
marked	the	end	of	1st	Halesowen	Explorers	and	the	start	of	HDX	–	Halesowen	
District	Explorers.	
	
As	of	January	2018	the	Explorers	have	moved	to	Cradley	Scout	Centre	–	just	up	
the	road.	We	still	meet	on	a	Wednesday	7:30-9pm	but	are	now	completely	
district	based.	This	has	widened	the	leadership	team	and	with	that	greatly	
increased	what	we	can	offer	to	all	our	young	people.	
		
We’ve	had	a	really	varied	programme	so	far;	building	rocket	stoves,	tie	dying,	
cooking,	air	activities	and	we’re	competed	in	an	international	bowling	event.	
	
A	small	group	attended	our	Winter	Water	Sports	Camp	organised	by	Hannah	
during	February	half-term,	where	despite	the	freezing	temperatures	and	
muddy	conditions	we	had	a	fabulous	time	–	We	were	all	so	impressed	by	the	
youngsters	resilience	and	their	confidence	on	the	water.	Special	thanks	to	Tim	
for	stepping	in	to	join	us	at	the	last	minute.	
	
Ten	of	the	Explorers	completed	the	Monopoly	Run	in	London,	joining	1000s	of	
Scouts	&	Explorers	running	around	the	city.	
	
Hannah	has	taken	on	the	role	of	Young	Leader	Trainer	and	so	far	has	put	37	
young	people	from	the	district	through	their	first	module	of	Young	Leader	
training,	which	is	fantastic.	
	
We	have	some	exciting	things	on	our	programme	for	the	next	couple	of	
months,	including	Gilwell	24,	fire-lighting	and	Game	prep.	We	are	looking	
forward	to	welcoming	more	and	more	of	the	district’s	young	people	to	our	
section.	
	
Rachel	Grice	
Assistant	Explorer	Scout	Leader	
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